
2026 Exploratory Drilling AML Project 

Contractor: Earth Energy & Water Systems, Inc. 
Contract Number: AM-919-26  
Total Project Cost: $1,336,562 

Location: 

• Sections 7, 18, T144N, R87W & Sections 11, 12, 13, 25, T144N, R88W, Mercer County  

2026 eAMLIS Project Information 
 

Project 2026 Exploratory Drilling AML Project 
Project Area Number & Name ND000014 – Beulah 
Project Start Date 2/9/2026 
Project End Date 6/16/2026 
Working Days 64 
Project Cost $1,336,562 
Estimated Population Impacted 780 – AMLIS (Census) 
Acres Reclaimed 0.1 

 

AML Background 

The Public Service Commission administers the Abandoned Mine Lands (AML) Program on behalf of the 
State of North Dakota. The State AML Program was approved by the U.S. Department of the Interior in 
1981 under the authority of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (P.L. 95-87, Title IV). 
Program funding comes from a federal reclamation fee on coal mined in the United States since the late 
1970s. These fees are placed into the AML fund, and the money that North Dakota receives from this fund 
is used to eliminate existing and potential public hazards resulting from abandoned surface and 
underground coal mines. 

Beulah Site Background 

More than 50 abandoned coal mines have been identified within 20 miles of the cities of Beulah and Zap. 
The Knife River Coal Mine was the largest abandoned underground mine in the area. It was first developed 
under the name Black Diamond Mine in 1915. In the late 1950s, Knife River took over strip mining 
operations. Since 1992, seventeen phases of drilling and grouting projects have been conducted in the 
Beulah/Zap area with over 100,000 cubic yards of grout and sand being injected over the years.  

Project Overview 

The 2026 Exploratory Drilling AML Project was awarded to Earth Energy & Water Systems, Inc. of New 
Salem, North Dakota, through the competitive bidding process. The original plan quantities required 
70,000 feet of drilling and 10,000 feet of casing.  Drilling revealed fewer mine voids than initially 
anticipated, prompting the issuance of change orders to accommodate additional drilling and reduced 
casing. Drilling and casing began on February 9, 2026, and were completed on June 16, 2026. The final 
quantities for the project were 76,913 feet of drilling and 165 feet of casing.  The total contract cost was 
$1,336,562.  Project drilling maps (Figures 1-2) show the locations of the holes drilled.  The blue dots on 
the maps represent where coal was encountered, indicating that it has not been mined. The red dots on 



the maps represent mine voids. The gray dots signify holes that had encountered grout or sand from a 
previous grouting project.   

A total of 797 holes were drilled (Figures 3-7), and two were cased during the 2026 Exploratory Drilling 
AML Project.  This project revealed that the previous drilling and grouting projects near Beulah have been 
highly effective in filling voids underneath roads and infrastructure. A small grouting project will likely 
follow this project to inject grout into all remaining cased holes in the area. The AML Division prioritizes 
projects based on hazards and associated risks to the public.  

2026 Exploratory Drilling Statistics 

Drilling Dates  February 9, 2026 to June 16, 2026  
64 working days  

Total Feet Drilled  76,913  
Total Feet Cased  165 
Days of Drilling  63 
Daily Average  Drilling—1,221’ 
Number of Holes Drilled  797 
Number of Holes Cased  2 
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Figure 1: 2026 Exploratory Drilling Project Map (North of Beulah) 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: 2026 Exploratory Drilling Project Map (North of Beulah) 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: 2026 Exploratory Drilling Project Map {North of Beulah} 
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Figure 2: 2026 Exploratory Drilling Project Map (City of Beulah) 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: 2026 Exploratory Drilling Project Map (City of Beulah) 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: 2026 Exploratory Drilling Project Map (City of Beulah} 
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Figure 3: Working with Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. to plan safe drilling around their power lines. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Working with Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. to plan safe drilling around their power lines. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Working with Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. to plan safe drilling around their power lines. 



Figure 4: Drilling near City of Beulah’s storage building 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Drilling near City of Beulah’s storage building 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Drilling near City of Beulah's storage building 



Figure 5: Drilling near the former Grandview Steakhouse building in Beulah, ND  

 

 

 

Figure 5: Drilling near the former Grandview Steakhouse building in Beulah, ND  

 

 

 

Figure 5: Drilling near the former Grandview Steakhouse building in Beulah, ND 



Figure 6: Drilling along County Road 21, northeast of Beulah, ND 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6: Drilling along County Road 21, northeast of Beulah, ND 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6: Drilling along County Road 21, northeast of Beulah, ND 



Figure 7: Drilling along ND Highway 200, north of Beulah, ND 

 

 

Figure 7: Drilling along ND Highway 200, north of Beulah, ND 

 

 

Figure 7: Drilling along ND Highway 200, north of Beulah, ND 




