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Project Type 

Drilling to identify and characterize abandoned underground coal mines. 

Locations 

¶ Williston: 5132 & 5140 134th Street NW near Williams County Road 9 

¶ Noonan: Section 9, T162N, R95W, County Road 21 Right-of-way 

¶ Foxholm: Farmstead in SE 1/4, Section 2, T156N, R85W 

¶       Section 11, T156N, R85W, Highway 52 Right-of-way 

¶ Burlington: Residential areas along 29th Ave NW and 27th Ave NW 

¶ Roseglen: Sections 17&20, T149, R87W, 21st Street NW Right-of-way  

¶ Shell Lake: Wally Lee Farmstead in SE1/4, Section 17, T154N, R89W 

Contractor 

S & S Drilling, Inc., Williston, ND 

  March 2018  

 

Exploratory Drilling 

Drilling in the ditch of US Highway 52 about 2 miles south of Foxholm. 
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North Dakota Public Service 
Commission and Abandoned 

Mine Lands 

North Dakota has records for about 1,700 abandoned 

coal mines which are mostly in the western half of the 

state. The Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act 

of 1977 (SMCRA) provides for the  reclamation of aban-

doned mine lands with fees collected on coal mined 

since that time.  In 1981, the North Dakota Legislature 

approved an Abandoned Mine Lands (AML) Program to 

be administered by the Public Service Commission 

(PSC) on behalf of the State of North Dakota.   

ND PSC AML Mission 
The AML Program is charged with eliminating existing 

and potential public hazards resulting from abandoned 

surface and underground coal mines.  Thus the AML 

Program is a service (not regulatory) program aimed at 

protecting North Dakotans while reclaiming hazardous 

abandoned mines.  Reclamation eligible mines can be  

on our inventory, found by exploratory drilling or reported 

to us. The PSCôs selection of reclamation projects also 

requires federal approval. Emergency projects are con-

ducted when AML problems are an immediate and seri-

ous danger to the public. 

Program Funding 
Reclamation costs are covered through a federal fee on 

actively mined coal.  The current rate for lignite coal is 8Â 

per ton. The federal government, through the Office of 

Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE), 

reallocates the money to each state or tribe with an AML 

program.  North Dakotaôs allocation is  about $3 million 

per year.  Federal fee collection is scheduled to end in 

2021 unless reauthorized by the United States Congress. 

Drilling and Grouting 
In exploratory drilling, holes are drilled through the over-

burden into the coal to locate areas where the coal was 

removed.  When drilling indicates a need for reclamation, 

a drilling and grouting project is planned.  Additional drill-

ing is conducted and a cement-like grout mixture is 

pumped into any voids to fill the space left when the coal 

was removed.  The goal is to stabilize the mine and re-

duce the likelihood of the mine collapsing.  This will re-

duce the chances of sinkholes forming at the surface. 

Drilling and grouting projects are expensive and are re-

served for use around public roads or residential and 

commercial areas. 

Project Dates May 15ðNovember 15, 2017 

Project Length  184 

Holes Drilled 456 

Holes Cased 90 

Feet Drilled 24,174 

Feet Cased 3,316 

CostðTotal $158,047 

     Noonan $25,043.26 

     Foxholm $8,727.10 

     Burlington $37,805.39 

     Shell Lake $22,313.11 

     Roseglen $34,198.14 

     Williston $29,960.01 

2017 AML Project Statistics 

Drilling at the farmstead home near Foxholm. 
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Noonan: Kimball 

Coal Company 

The Kimball Coal Mine was an 

underground shaft mine that 

operated  about a mile south of 

Noonan between about 1919-

1927. About 800 tons were pro-

duced in 1919. In 5 of the next 

6 years between 7,000 and 

11,000 tons were produced 

annually. Most of this coal was 

shipped out of the area. A 1926 

inspection of the mine reported 

ñthis mine is being finished up, 

main entry pillars being pulled 

back at the time of inspec-

tion.ò The mine was officially 

abandoned in 1927.   

Over the years, this area has 

been susceptible to hazardous sinkholes, some occurring 

near Divide County Highway 21.  Exploratory drilling was 

conducted in 2017 to assess the extent and condition of 

the mine, and how the abandoned mine may impact the 

highway.  

The top of the coal at the south end is 37 feet below the 

Project Dates May 22-31 

Holes Drilled 88 

Holes Cased 26 

Feet Drilled 3,750 

Feet Cased 594 

Cost $25,043.26 

2017 Noonan  

Statistics 

surface and extends 7 feet to 44 feet below the surface 

(see Map). The top of the coal at the north end of the site 

is 27 feet below the surface and remains 7 feet thick. A 

total of 88 holes were drilled 10 feet apart.  Twenty-six 

boreholes encountered heavily rubblized areas suggesting 

the mine roof has collapsed. These holes were cased for 

future reclamation work.    

Divide County Highway 21 runs north and south.  Each black dot represents one drill 

hole that encountered solid coal.  Red dots are holes that intercepted mine workings 

and were cased for future grouting.  

White flags mark holes drilled in the ditch 

near Noonan. 
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Williston: Williston Coal & Ice Co. 

In the spring of 2017, the ND PSC AML Division was notified of a 

sinkhole on the Shift Services property (northern building on the 

Map) along Williams County Road 9.  Upon inves-

tigation, another sinkhole was discovered at Sun-

land Services (southern buildings) as well as a 

potential sinkhole in the ship building. The site was 

immediately added to the Exploratory Drilling Pro-

ject.  

Of the 59 holes drilled, 33 encountered mine work-

ings and were cased for future work (Red dots on 

Map).  The Sunland shop building appears to be 

undermined.  The Shift Services building may be 

undermined. Reclamation for this site is slated for 

the summer of 2018. 

This is the site of the abandoned Williston Coal & 

Ice Co. which operated between 1913 and 1936. 

An upper and lower seam were mined with an 

average of 14,000 tons mined annually. 

Williams County Road 9 runs north and south.  Shift Services occupies the 

building to the north. The building to the south was formerly occupied by Sun-

land Services. Each black dot represents one drill hole that encountered solid 

coal.  Red dots are holes that intercepted mine workings and were cased for 

future work.  Sinkholes are represented by pink dots. 

Project Dates 
May 18-June 1/

November 10-18 

Holes Drilled 59 

Holes Cased 33 

Feet Drilled 4,027 

Feet Cased 1,460 

Cost $29,960.01 

2017 Williston  

Statistics 

Top: Casing being prepared for installation into a ñvoidò hole at 

Sunland Services. Right: Drilling at the Shift Services building. 
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Roseglen:  

Roseglen City Mine 

The Roseglen City Mine likely began opera-

tion in1923.  The underground coal mine had 

a slope double entry which is still visible in 

the side of the coulee near the farmstead. 

The room and pillar mine operated until about 

1937 . The mine employed 4 to 6 people and 

produced 2,500 to 3,000 tons annually for 

local trade. The price of coal started at $2.50/

ton in 1925 and fell to $1.25/ton by 1937. 

Currently the Giffey farmstead is located over 

the Roseglen City Mine.  Over the years, the 

landowner has filled sinkholes in the drive-

way,  road right of way and tree rows.  In 

2017 two sinkholes opened in a field to the 

east of the house.  Another sinkhole near the 

road right of way on the southwest side of 

the tree rows was fenced.   

Drilling was conducted along the road and 

road right of way (see map above).  The top 

of coal in this area is about 56 feet below the 

surface, and the seam is about 7 feet thick.  Eight of the bore-

Project Dates September 21-October 10 

Holes Drilled 92 

Holes Cased 8 

Feet Drilled 5,671 

Feet Cased 364 

Cost $34,198.14 

2017 Roseglen Statistics 

The eastðwest road is 21st Street NW.  Each black dot represents one drill hole that 

encountered solid coal.  Red dots are holes that intercepted mine workings and 

were cased for future work. A black x indicates a hole that was abandoned before 

reaching the coal.  

holes encountered mine workings and were cased.  At four of 

these holes, the mine showed evidence of collapse and mi-

gration of the collapse toward the surface.  Given time, the 

collapse may reach the surface and produce a sinkhole.   

Additional drilling will be necessary to further identify the ex-

tent and condition of the mine and how it may influence the 

homestead and the county road. 
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1. Exploratory drilling near a water filled 
sinkhole in Williston.    

2. Using a ñmud pitò while drilling with water. 

3. White flags show bore hole locations at 
Margie Zietzôs home in Burlington.    

4. Angle drilling near the Shift Services 
Building in Williston.        

5. White flags showing bore hole locations 
along the road shoulder and ditch near 
Roseglen. 
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