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Contractor Name: Young Gun Construction, LLC 

Contract Number: AM-901-24 

Total Project Cost: $316,379 

 

Locations:  1. Six miles northwest of New Leipzig, ND, Section 24, T134N, R91W 

  2. Within two miles of New Leipzig, ND, Section 26, T134N, R90W, and 

Section 10, T133N, R90W 

3. Two miles southwest of Heil, ND, Section 3, T133N, R88W 

4. Within three miles east of Wilton ND, Section 36, T143N, R80W,  

 Section 1, T142N, R80W, and Sections 5, 6, and 8, T142N, R79W. 

5. Four miles southwest of Turtle Lake ND, Section 34, T147N, R81W 

6. Seven miles east of Garrison, ND, Section 17, T148N, R83W 

7. Within five miles east of Williston, ND, Sections 7, 22, and 33, T154N, R100W 

8. Within one mile south of Noonan, ND, Sections 9 and 10, T162N, R95W 

9. Seven miles northwest of New Salem, ND, Section 19, T140N, R85W 

10. Six miles southwest of Columbus, ND, Section 9, T162N, R94W 

 

2025 eAMLIS Project Completion Information  

Project and 
Location 

Problem 
Area 
Number & 
Name 

Project Start 
Date 

Project End 
Date 

Working 
Days 

Project Cost Estimated 
Population 
Impacted:  

Acres  
Reclaimed 

2025 
Sinkhole 
Filling  
Ruck Site 

ND026: 
Ruck PA 

4/15/2025 4/15/2025 1 $2,125 Estimated 
at 5 per 
site  

0.04 
Acres 

2025 
Sinkhole 
Filling  
New Leipzig 
Site 

ND030: 
New 
Leipzig PA 

4/15/2025 4/16/2025 2 $2,783 Estimated 
at 5 per 
site for a 
total of 10 

0.02 
Acres 

2025 
Sinkhole 
Filling  
Heil Site 

ND109: 
Comet PA 

4/16/2025 4/16/2025 1 $3,333 Estimated 
at 5 per 
site 

0.32 
Acres 

2025 
Sinkhole 
Filling  
Wilton Site 

ND001: 
Wilton PA 

4/17/2024 5/2/2025 12 $28,461 Estimated 
at 5 per 
site for a 
total of 20 

1.19 
Acres 

2025 
Sinkhole 
Filling  
Turtle Lake 
Site 

ND012: 
Coal Lake 
A,B PA 

5/5/2025 5/6/2025 2 $6,349 Estimated 
at 5 per 
site 

0.95 
Acres 

2025 
Sinkhole 
Filling  
Garrison Site 

ND136: 
Custer PA 

5/7/2025 5/8/2025 2 $5,300 Estimated 
at 5 per 
site 

0.15 
Acres 



 

2025 
Sinkhole 
Filling  
Williston Site 

ND111: 
Williston 
PA 

5/9/2025 11/06/2025 4 $5,473 Estimated 
at 5 per 
site for a 
total of 15 

0.03 
Acres 

2025 
Sinkhole 
Filling  
Noonan 
Sites 

ND029: 
Noonan 
PA 

5/14/2025 6/4/2025 11 $17,230 Estimated 
at 5 per 
site for a 
total of 10 

1.17 
Acres 

2025 
Sinkhole 
Filling Zap 
Sites 

ND000014: 
Beulah PA 

11/6/2025 11/19/2025 7 $29,160 Estimated 
at 5 per 
site for a 
total of 10 

1.5 Acres 

2025 
Maintenance 
North New 
Salem Site 

ND100: 
North New 
Salem PA 

5/14/2025 6/6/2025 4 $48,935 Estimated 
at 5 per 
site  

14.5 
Acres/ 
10 feet 
highwall 

2025 
Columbus 
Soil 
Improvement 
Maintenance 

ND031: 
Columbus 
PA 

6/16/2025 6/27/2025 8 
 

$167,230 Estimated 
at 5 per 
site 

5.0 
Acres/10 
feet 
highwall 

 

AML Background  

The Public Service Commission administers the Abandoned Mine Lands (AML) Program on 

behalf of the State of North Dakota. The State AML Program was approved by the U.S. 

Department of the Interior in 1981 under the authority of the Surface Mining Control and 

Reclamation Act of 1977 (P.L. 95-87, Title IV). Program funding comes from a federal 

reclamation fee on coal mined in the United States since the late 1970's. These fees are placed 

into the AML fund, and the money that North Dakota receives from this fund is used to eliminate 

existing and potential public hazards resulting from abandoned surface and underground coal 

mines.  

 

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) 

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, also known as The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 

(BIL), was enacted on November 15, 2021. In addition to the extension of abandoned mine land 

(AML) fee collections and mandatory AML Grant distributions, $11.293 billion in new funding 

was authorized to be appropriated for deposit into the Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund. The 

OSMRE (Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement) is now required to submit a 

report to Congress within six years of the first IIJA AML grant allocations. This report will detail 

the progress made under the IIJA AML provisions in addressing outstanding reclamation needs 

under subsections (a) and (b) of section 403 and section 410 of SMCRA. OSMRE has asked 

States and Tribal AML Programs to collect the following metrics. However, this project was 

funded with the federal reclamation fee on mined coal. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

IIJA Metrics: 

 

Per XI, June 2025 GUIDANCE ON THE INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT AND JOBS ACT 

ABANDONED MINE LAND GRANT IMPLEMENTATION 

 

AML Reclamation Environmental Benefits 

¶ Number of acres reforested: 0 acres 

¶ Number of trees planted on AML sites: 0 trees 

¶ Number of bat gates installed: 0 bat gates 

¶ Quantity of rare earth elements, metals, or sediment recovered for reuse: 0 tons 

 

AMD Remediation Project Benefits 

¶ Quantity of iron, aluminum, manganese, sulfate, etc. removed and/or recovered on 

annual basis by AMD water reclamation projects: 0 tons 

¶ Quantity of Rare Earth Elements (REE) recovered by AMD water reclamation projects: 0 

tons 

¶ Number of AMD passive treatment systems built: 0 systems 

¶ Number of AMD passive treatment systems operated and maintained: 0 systems 

¶ Number of AMD active treatment systems built: 0 systems 

¶ Number of AMD discharges abated: 0 discharges abated 

¶ Miles of waterways improved: 0 miles 

¶ Estimated volume of water treated: 0 gallons 

¶ Number of outflows remediated: 0 outflows 

 

Socio-economic Benefits of IIJA AML Projects 

¶ Number of former/current employees of the coal industry employed in AML reclamation: 

1 employee 

¶ Percentage of workers employed at AML sites that reside in the county in which the  

AML project is located, or in adjacent counties: 15% (1/8) 

¶ If there is a community benefit agreement as part of the project: No 

¶ Number of project partners involved in AML reclamation projects: 0 project partners 

¶ Number of contract(s) awarded that aggregated projects exceeding a value of $1 million  

¶ at the time of award: 0 contracts 

¶ Number of businesses constructed on reclaimed AML sites, and number of people  

¶ employed at those sites: 0 businesses 

¶ Number of job hours involved in IIJA AML remediation: 881.25 hours 

¶ Number of people receiving potable water after completion of water supply restoration 

projects: 0 people 

¶ Number of residents positively impacted by the restoration of previously polluted  

¶ Waterways: 0 people 

¶ Number of residents within one mile of an IIJA-funded project: 771 (Census estimates) 



 

 

Further, for projects or aggregated projects in excess of $1 million, States or Tribes 

should require that contractors, consistent with State or Tribal applicable law, provide:  

1) a certification that the project uses a unionized project workforce; 

2) a certification that the project includes a project labor agreement; or 

3) a project workforce continuity plan: 

¶ Not Applicable ï North Dakota is a right to work state. 

Project Background  

AML sinkhole filling projects reduce the likelihood of death or injury to property owners and the 

public. However, new hazardous sinkholes are reported each year. Sinkhole-filling projects have 

been conducted annually in North Dakota and will likely continue into the foreseeable future. 

Some towns including Williston, Beulah, New Salem, and Garrison have abandoned 

underground mines within city limits and nearby developed property. The surface is inherently 

unstable and could collapse without warning. While most sinkholes in North Dakota occur in 

agricultural fields and pastures, the AML Division advises against the development of land 

containing underground mines. Anyone with concerns or questions about historic coal mines in 

North Dakota may contact the Public Service Commission AML Division for further information. 

 

Project Overview 

In 2025, approximately 317 sinkholes were filled on several AML sites in the western half of 

North Dakota.   

 

The AML Division requires contractors to follow these steps to reclaim sinkholes: 

1. Remove and stockpile topsoil or other suitable plant growth material around/within the 

sinkhole and borrow areas. 

2. Excavate the sinkhole with a backhoe or excavator. 

3. Backfill the sinkhole with approved fill material; if trucks are used, compaction with a 

backhoe bucket and wheels is required between dumps.  If a scraper is used, holes shall 

be ramped into and filled in such a way as to achieve maximum compaction. 

4. Grade the area to blend with adjacent topography and re-establish drainage. 

5. Respread topsoil evenly over disturbed areas and finish grade. 

6. Till all areas with a Harley Box Rake (or equivalent equipment) sufficiently to break up all 

clods, prepare the seedbed, and cover all seed.   

7. Seed the disturbed areas with the required mixture. 

8. Fill material may be taken only from approved borrow areas determined in consultation 

with the property owner.  Borrow areas are located as near as possible to the sinkholes, 

but haul distances may vary. 

 

 



 

New Leipzig\Heil 

Thirteen large sinkholes were filled between April 15th and April 16th. The sinkholes were located 

on four AML sites in the New Leipzig, Ruck, and Comet Problem Areas.  Most of the sinkholes 

were located in pastureland, and one was near the New Leipzig landfill.  The sinkholes were 

very dangerous for livestock and the landfill operator. One sinkhole tunneled to a depth of 15 

feet (Figure 1). Once all the sinkholes were filled, topsoil was respread, and the areas were 

seeded with a native pasture seed mixture.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: This large sinkhole tunneled to a depth of 15 feet. 



 

Wilton 

Ninety-three sinkholes were filled on this site near Wilton between April 17th and May 2nd 

(Figure 2). The sinkholes were located in rangeland and cropland.  A few of the sinkholes were 

much larger than anticipated. Underground abandoned mines are in a constant state of 

collapse. The PSC AML had an increase in sinkholes being reported in 2025. This was primarily 

due to the above-average precipitation. 

 

 

Figure 2: Several sinkholes were graded to blend into the existing topography near Wilton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Turtle Lake  

This AML site is located west of Turtle Lake. Thirty sinkholes were filled on May 5th and 6th. The 

sinkholes were located on the border of cropland and ungrazed rangeland. A few large rocks 

and soil from an on-site borrow area were used as fill material (Figure 3).     

 

 

Figure 3: A few large rocks were placed in the bottom of sinkholes near Turtle Lake. The 

sinkholes were then filled with soil. 

 



 

Garrison 

Twenty-four sinkholes were filled on this site on May 7th and 8th. The sinkholes were in located 
in ungrazed rangeland and cropland (Figure 4).  Once the sinkholes were filled, topsoil was 
respread, and the borrow area was seeded.  
 

 

Figure 4: A couple of the sinkholes were located in the center of tilled fields. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: A couple of the sinkholes were located in the center of tilled fields. 

 



 

Williston 
Eight sinkholes were filled on three separate AML sites on May 8th, May 9th, and on November 

6th. Mines in Williston present a hazard to the many rural residents (Figure 5). Numerous 

underground mine entries can be seen in valleys with rolling hills east of Williston. When mine 

entries collapse, they are usually around 10 feet wide but can be 100 feet long (Figure 6). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5: This Williston sinkhole was in a pasture adjacent to a residential area. 

 

 



 

 

Figure 6: This mine entry was filled in an area southeast of Williston. 

 



 

Noonan 

Approximately 102 sinkholes were filled one mile southeast of Noonan between May 14th and 

June 4th. Compacting sinkholes is often done with an excavator. The operator drops the bucket 

with force.  This helps reduce the chances of another sinkhole forming in the same location. 

Once the sinkholes are filled and compacted, topsoil is respread (Figure 7). Several large 

sinkholes were filled in a North Dakota Game and Fish recreational area that would have 

presented a hazard to hunters and wildlife enthusiasts. 

 

 

Figure 7: The excavator is respreading topsoil in the Noonan Game and Fish Recreational 

area. 



 

Zap 

Forty-seven sinkholes and erosional features were reclaimed between November 6th and 19th. 
The erosional features were the result of heavy precipitation events after the 2024 Dakota 
Collieries AML Project was completed.  Rock rip rap was spread in two drainages to stabilize 
erosion, and one piping hole was filled to stabilize a farm trail (Figure 8).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8: This erosional feature developed from water piping through spoil. 

 

 

 

  



 

North New Salem Maintenance 

This 14.5-acre site was reclaimed under the 2022 Morton County Phase 3 AML Project. Minimal 

precipitation during the first growing season resulted in limited revegetation success. 

Maintenance work at the site included flail-mowing to remove standing weeds (Figure 9). 

Fertilizer was then incorporated into the topsoil with a heavy harrow.  The site was then 

overseeded with the approved seed mixture using a no-till seeder with a grass seed attachment 

(Figure 10).  AML staff monitored this site over the growing season, and the vegetation stance 

was markedly improved.  

 

  

Figure 9: The existing weed stand was flail-mowed. 

 



 

 

 

Figure 10: Once mowing was complete, the area was inter-seeded and then fertilized. 

 



 

Columbus Soil Improvement Maintenance Project 

This site was reclaimed under the 2015 Columbus Phase 15 AML Project and had limited 

vegetation success. Maintenance work began with regrading erosional and settlement features. 

Two separate 2.5-acre tracts were surveyed and partitioned to allow AML staff to monitor the 

revegetation success. Approximately 1,000 cubic yards of manure was hauled to Tract A and 

spread, incorporated, and seeded (Figures 11 and 12). Tract B had soil amendments 

incorporated at five different application rates. The soil amendments were tilled into the bare 

spoil.  The tract was then seeded and mulched (Figure 13). Signage was placed to indicate the 

tracts along with the soil amendment rates. This site will require long-term monitoring to 

determine revegetation success. 

 

 

Figure 11: Manure was hauled and spread on barren spoil in Tract A. 

 



 

 

Figure 12: The manure respread area was seeded and mulched. 

 


