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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Case No. PU-2304-00-269
Minnesota, Inc.

Desiginated Eligible Carrier

Application

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE BY CERTIFIED MAIL

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
COUNTY OF BURLEIGH

Sharon Helbling deposes and says that:

she is over the age of 18 years and not a party to this action and, on the 29th day of
March, 2001, she deposited in the United States Mail, Bismarck, North Dakota, one
envelope with certified postage, return receipt requested, fully prepaid, securely sealed
and each containing a photocopy of:

Order
The envelope was addressed as follows:

Charles A Hoffman

Maslon Edelman Borman & Brand
3300 Norwest Ctr 90 S 7" St
Minneapolis MN 55402-4140

Cert. No. 7000 0520 0022 8654 0742

Sharon Helbling further deposes and says that on the 29th day of March, 2001, she
deposited in the United States Mail, Bismarck, North Dakota, three envelopes by
regular mail, with postage fully prepaid, securely sealed, each containing a photocopy of
the same.

Aloa Stevens Lance Tade
Citizens Communications Citizens Communications
4 Triad Ctr Ste 200 4 Triad Ctr Ste 200
Salt Lake City UT 84180 Salt Lake City UT 84180
s 17— ‘ P_Q-2304-00-269 Pages: 1

Affidavit of Service by Mail

by Public Service Commission
03/292001 CC: Comm Legal PUD (3)



Craig A Marks

Citizens Utilities Company
4 Triad Ctr Ste 200

Salt Lake City UT 84180

Each address shown is the respective addressee's last reasonably ascertainable post

office address.
J@Mﬂu W/m/

Subscribed and sworn to before me d

this 29th day of March, 2001. ,

——/"
ee L
Notary Public \

SEAL —SANDRA L. SC N

0
TE OF NORTH DAKOTA
ublic, STATE OF X 11, 2004

otary P
&ya&mmlssion Exp




MOTION

APPROVED
DATE: __F=2f-C/ March 28, 2000
777/
Citizens Telecommunications Company Case No. PU-2304-00-269

of Minnesota
Designated Eligible Carrier
Application

I move the Commission adopt the Order designating Citizens

Telecommunications Company of Minnesota as an eligible carrier in Case No. PU-

2304-00-269.

Sdh

16 PU-2304-00-269 Pages: 1

Motion

by Public Service Commission

03/28/2001 CC: Comm Lega! PUD (3)



STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Case No. PU-2304-00-269
Minnesota, Inc.

Desiginated Eligible Carrier

Application

ORDER
March 28, 2001
Preliminary Statement

On June 2, 2000, Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota, Inc.
(CTCMN) filed an application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity to
provide facilities-based local exchange telecommunications services as well as
facilities-based intraLATA toll service for North Dakota customers served out of the Oslo
exchange in Minnesota. CTCMN is purchasing the Oslo exchange from GTE Service
Corporation. On February 7, 2001, the Commission granted those certificates.

CTCMN also requests designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier
(ETC) for this area.

On June 20, 2000, the Commission issued a Notice of Opportunity for Hearing,
which provided until July 24™ for receiving comments or hearing requests. No
comments or requests for hearing were received. The notice identified the following
issues to be considered:

1. Qualification under the Telecommunications Act of 1996,
‘ Section 214(e) for designation as an ETC eligible to receive
federal universal service funding.

2. Designated ETC universal service support area.

On August 15, 2000, CTCMN filed an affidavit of Scott Bohler, Manager of State
Government Affairs in the State of Minnesota. In the affidavit Scott Bohler sets forth
facts establishing that CTCMN meets the requirements to be designated as an ETC for
the service area.

To be designated as an eligible telecommunications carrier, a carrier must: (1)
offer the services that are supported by federal universal service support mechanisms,
and offer the services designated by the FCC for such federal support mechanisms for
‘schools, libraries, and health care providers; and (2) advertise the availability of such
services and the charges therefore using medi/a,qf,general distribution._._. _ - . —

15 PU-2304-00-268 Pages: 2

Order
by Public Service Commission

03/28/2001 CC: Comm Legal PUD (3)



CTCMN states that it will fully comply with each of the requirements and
responsibilities associated with the ETC designation. CTCMN, either using its own
facilities or a combination of its own facilities and resale of another carrier's services, will
offer the services that are supported by federal universal service support mechanisms
under Subpart B of Part 54 and Section 254(c) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.
In addition, CTCMN will advertise the availability of such services and the charges
therefore using media of general distribution. Because CTCMN has purchased the
holdings of GTE Service Corporation, the Oslo exchange area will remain part of the
study area that was established under GTE Service Corporation’s ownership.

On March 6, 2001, CTCMN filed a copy of the document self-certifying that it is
operating as a rural telephone company as defined under Section 3 of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996. Therefore, the area to be designated as eligible to
receive federal universal service support is the federal cost study area of CTCMN.

Order

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota, Inc. is designated as an
eligible telecommunications carrier for the purpose of receiving federal universal service
support for the North Dakota customers served from the Oslo, Minnesota exchange
conditioned upon the filing of price schedules for its universal service offering.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

A e HAID z«wM

Anthoxy T. Clark Susan E.ﬁefald Leo M. Reinbold
Commissioner Presigent Commissioner

Case No. PU-2304-00-269
Order
Page 2
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Ms. Sheryl Todd
Universal Service Branch

Accounting and Audits Division
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Strect, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Self-Centification of Citizens Telecommunications Company
Of Minnesota as a Rura] Telephone Company

Dear Ms. Todd:

By this letter, Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota (“CTC-MN™)
notifies the Commission of its status as a Rural Teclephone Corppany pursuant to Section
3(37)(D) of the Communications Act as amended (the “Act™), 47 U.S.C. §153(37)(D). As
shown below, CTC-MN meets the Act Section 3(37)(D) rural tclephone company definitional
criteria in that it “has less than 15% of its access lines in communitics of more thau 50,000 on the
date of enactment of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.”

CTC-MN commenced operations on September 1, 2000 upon consummation of an
acquisition of access lines in Minnesota and Jowa from former GTE entities. Pursuant to the
study area waiver granted by the FCC, CTC-MN has two study areas, CTC of Mianesota —
Lakes. and CTC of Minnesota — South.

The first stage of CTC-MN’s research into qualification under the Act Section 3(37)(D)
rural telephone company definitional criteria was to detennine if it served any communities .of
50,000 or more by consulting the most recent Census Burean Gazetteer. That document may be
found on the Internct at http:/ftp.gov and allows for look up of every “plase” in the United
States, as the concept of a “place” is defined in the Census Bureau’s definitions. See
http://fip census, gov/aeo/www/geo_defn btml. In Census Bureau parlance, a “place” is a census
designated place (“CDP”), conselidated city, or an incorporated city, each of which, whether
incorporated or not, has an identifiable name and concentration of population, Logically and by
FCC decision, Census Bureau-defined “places” are “communities” under Act Section 3(37)D).
See [Federal-Stare Joint Board on Unlversal Service, Tenth Report and Order, 14 FCC Red
20156, 20350 (1999). There is no “place” or “community” of 50,000 or more served by CTC-
MN.

14  PU-2304-00-269 Pages: 4
1 Fax/Notification as a Rural Telephone
| b(i%r}?iggrr]wsy Telecommunications Company of Minneso

03/06/2001 CC: Comm Legal PUD (3)
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Attachment 1 hereto, entitled “2000 Access Line Density,” lists all CTC-MN exchange
areas in the first column and, in the second column, lists the number of access lines in each such
exchange as of the date that CTC-MN commenced operations. The third column, entitled “1990
Population,” lists the official Census Bureau 1990 population of all mcozporated places in each
exchange area.! There were no CDP’s in those exchange areas as of 1990.* As showm, no
community in the CTC-MN service territory comes close io having a population of 50,000 or
more. The final column of Attachment 1 indicates whether an exchange arca is located in a
county with a population of 50,000 or more.

Serving no communities of 50,000 or more, CTC-MN does not need to do the second part
of the Act Section 3(37)(D) analysis — determining Whether less than 15% of its access lines are
in communities of 50,000 or more. Indeed, CTC-MN does not have 15% of its totlal access lines
in agy community it serves.’

To further demonstrate its ststus as a Rural Telephone Company under Act Section
3(37)(D), CTC-MN took & different analytical approach than that just described. First, the last
column of Altachment 1 showed that, in most instances, communijties that CTC-MN servcs are
nat even in counties having a population of 50,000. Accordingly, even if such couaties could be
considered “communities,” which they most assurcdly cannot be, then it follows that the Act
Section 3(37)(D) criteria are met as to those counties. Second, as to those countieg of 50,000 or
more in which CTC-MN has exchanges, Attachment 2 demonstrates that the total murnber of
CTC-MN access lines in each of thosc counties does not equal 15% of CTC-MN’s total access
Jines, Thus, even if the seven counties with populations over 50,000 in which CTC-MN has
exchanges were, erroneously, to be considered as “communities,” then CTC-MN would still
qualify under the Act Section 3(37)(D) criteria because it has less than 15% of its access lines in
each of those counties,

For the foregoing reasons, CTC-MN is entitled to classification as a Rural Telephone
Company under Act Section 3(37)(D) in the Study Area of CTC of Minnesota — Lakes and CTC
of Minnesota - South.

! The 1990 census is the most recent official census praximate to enactment of the Telecommunications
Act of 1996.

* CTC-MN did net list in Attachment 1 In the 1990 populations of “minor lvil divisions™ In the CTC-MN
exchanges areas. CTC-MN submits that MCDs are not “places” or “communitics” under applicable Census Bureau
definitions. Even if MCDs could be classified ay “communitics™, no MCD served by CTC-MN has a population

npproachmg a population of 50,000, Sec hgm,[[www,ggnsus gov.popylation/metro-
md CRCHG!

? 15% of CTC-MN’s total access lines, as shown on Attachment 1, is 18,804 access lines.

Citizens Communications
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I, F. Wayne Lafferty, Vice President of Citizens Telecommunications Cormpany of
Minnesota, certify that the foregoing representations are known to me to be true and correct as of
the date of this filing.

Yours very truly,

F. Wayne Lafferty

Citizens Communications

.. doo0d
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- itizens Communications
4 Triad Center, Suite 200

Salt Lake City, UT 84180
Phone: (801) 924-6360
Fax: (801) 924-6363

Fax Cover Sheet

To: ?Oh)"‘f-\‘t <. T’:&\ L\.ﬁ :?jxmber '7 o1 / 3’2 g“ 2 ‘1’0
From: L Cur e ’T-ZL- A Date: =z / é

Re: ) Zwva\ Sl Card. Pages 4

CcC:

O Urgent 7 For Review [ Ploase Comment [ Piease Roply O Please Recycle

Message:

T Feend X

IMPORTANT/CONFIDENTIAL: This message is intended for the use of the individual or entity to
which it is addressed. This message contains information from Citizens Telecommunications Company
which may be privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. Such
information ey include proprietary data which is exchanged in the normal course of business between
companies, affiliates, legal counscl and regulatory bodies.

If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the eraployce, or agent responsible for
delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this comraunication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in crror, please notify us immediately at the telephone number set forth above. We will
be happy to arrange for the return of this message to us via the United States Postal Services at no cost to

you.



Scott, Sandi L.

From: Bauske, Shelly A.

Sent: Thursday, February 08, 2001 11:56 AM
To: Geiger, Gloria A.; Scott, Sandi L.
Subject: Money Received......

Case No. PU-2304-00-269
Case No. PU-2304-00-270
Citizens Communications
$335.26

13 PU-2304-00-269 Pages: 0

$335.26 received
by Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minneso

02/08/2001 CC: Comm Legal PUD (3)



MASLON
EDELMAN
BORMAN
& BRAND

Limited
Liability Partnership

MARVIN BORMAN
NEIL L SELL

WILLIAM E. MULLIN
WILLIAM Z. PENTELOVITCH
JOSEPH ALEXANDER

GARY J. HAUGEN

THOMAS H. BORMAN

MARK BAUMANN

DAVID F. HERR

R. LAWRENCE PURDY
JAMES D. OCONNOR
RICHARD G. WILSON .

HOWARD B. TARKOW Patrick Fahn
WILLIAM M. MOWER, PA.

January 15, 2001

3300 WELLS FARGO CENTER
90 SOUTH SEVENTH STREET
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55402-4140
(612) 672-8200
FAX (612) 672-8397

www.maslon.com

Writer’s Direct Dial
672-8342

e ——

o, T

LARRY A. KOCH, PA.

VIRGINIA A. BELL

JUSTIN H. PERL SERVICE COMMISSION

COOPER S. ASHLEY

SALLY STOLEN GROSSMAN
MARTIN R. ROSENBAUM

TERRI KRIVOSHA b

T R VASILY Bismark, ND 58505
JOHN W. PROVO

EDWIN CHANIN

CLARK T. WHITMORE

WAYNE 8. MOSKOWITZ Re: PU-2304-00-270

CHARLES A. HOFFMAN

MARK W. LEE

LORRIE L. SALZL

ALAIN M. BAUDRY .
RICHARD A. KEMPF Dear Pa't’
SUSAN E. OLIPHANT

JONATHAN 8. PARRITZ

KIRK O. KOLBO

BRIAN J. KLEIN

JAMES F. KILLIAN
JAMES F. HANNEMAN
SHERYL G. MORRISON
DOUGLAS T. HOLOD
ANDREW N. JACOBSON
CYNTHIA F. GILBERTSON
PENNY R. HEABERLIN
MICHAEL C. McCARTHY
PHILIP J. TILTON

R. CHRISTOPHER SUR
SHAWN R. McINTEE
MARGARET C. HOBDAY
HOWARD A. ROSTON
MARGARET M. KILLIAN
MARGARET D. LUPKES
MELISSA M. WELDON
LAURA E. WALVOORD
CHRISTOPHER J. MELSHA
ALAN M. GILBERT

KAI H. RICHTER

LISA C. NETZER
SCOTT L. GOODROAD

OF COUNSEL

MARTIN G. WEINSTEIN

MICHAEL L. SNOW
ROYCE N. SANNER
SUSAN J. LINK

RETIRED
CHARLES QUAINTANCE, JR.
ROBERT A. ENGELKE

SAMUEL H. MASLON
1901-1988 N
HYMAN EDELMAN : : . N
19051993 CAH:sel:121550
RUSSELL F. LEDERMAN o
1960-1999 enclosure
cc Lance Tade
12 PU-2304-00-269

Pages: 1
Letter re FCC's Memo Opinion & Order
by Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minneso

01/17/2001 CC: Comm Legal PUD (3)

NORTH DAKOTA PUBLIC

State Capitol Building, 12 Floor

I am following up on our telephone conversation of last week. I have
forwarded to Mr. Mielke a copy of the FCC’s Memorandum Opinion and Order
granting the study area waiver relating to the ETC status of Citizens of North Dakota.
A copy of that letter is being sent to you. With regards to the study area for Citizens

* Telecommunications of Minnesota, no application for a study area waiver was
required. Citizens purchased the entirety of GTE’s properties in the State of
Minnesota and, as a result, there was no change in study area and no waiver was
required. Hopefully this will clear up this matter and will permit the Commission to
grant ETC status to Citizens Telecommunications of Minnesota, Inc.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this matter. As always, if you
have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me.

15 PU-2304-00-270 Pages: 1

Letter re FCC's Memo Opinion & Order

by Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minneso

01/17/2001 CC: Comm Legal PUD (3)



MASLON 3300 WELLS FARGO CENTER
90 SOUTH SEVENTH STREET
EDELMAN MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55402-4140

B O R M AN (612) 672-8200

FAX (612) 672-8397

& B R A N D www.maslon.com

Writer’s [)ueofl}

£HD
Limited P \ \6‘7 -@3
Liability Partnership et \\x
MARVIN BORMAN

NEIL I. SELL

WILLIAM E. MULLIN
WILLIAM Z. PENTELOVITCH
JOSEPH ALEXANDER

GARY J. HAUGEN

THOMAS H. BORMAN November 1 7,
MARK BAUMANN

DAVID F. HERR

R. LAWRENCE PURDY
JAMES D. OCONNOR
RICHARD G. WILSON

L v MOweR, PA Patrick Fahn

VIRGIA A S NORTH DAKOTA PUBLIC
COGPRR 6 ASHLEY SERVICE COMMISSION
SALLY STOLEN GROSSMAN

MARTIN R. ROSENBAUM State Capitol Building, 12" Floor
TERRI KRIVOSHA

MARY R. VASALY 1

MARY R VASALY Bismark, ND 58505
EDWIN CHANIN

CLARK T. WHITMORE

WAYNE S. MOSKOWITZ Re .

CHARLES A. HOFFMAN In the Matter of the Applications of Citizens Telecommunications
MARK W. LEE

LORRIE L. SALZL Company of Minnesota, Inc.
ALAIN M. BAUDRY

RICHARD A. KEMPF Case Nos.:  PU-2304-00-269

SUSAN E. OLIPHANT

JONATHAN 8. PARRITZ

KIRK 0. KOLBO PU-2304-00-270
BRIAN J. KLEIN

JAMES F. KILLIAN

JAMES F. HANNEMAN
SHERYL G. MORRISON Dear Mr. Fahn:

DOUGLAS T. HOLOD
ANDREW N. JACOBSON
CYNTHIA F. GILBERTSON

PENNY R HEABERLIN Sometime ago we discussed the information which you required in order to set
B TobraR SUR the above two matters on for final approval by the North Dakota Commission.

MAROARET G. HOBDAY Specifically, you asked for the FCC study area number for the Citizens’ territory in
%%E’O?u%l’? Minnesota which will provide service to the North Dakota exchange in question. We
MELISSA M. WELDON have now received that number. It is: 367123.

LAURA E. WALVOORD
CHRISTOPHER J. MELSHA
ALAN M. GILBERT

L1SA G, NTZER I hope that this information will be sufficient to finalize this matter. If there is
SCOTT L. GOODROAD . N . .

other information you need or if you have any questions or comments, please do not
OF COUNSEL hesitate to contact me.

MARTIN G. WEINSTEIN
MICHAEL L. SNOW
ROYCE N. SANNER
SUSAN J. LINK

RETIRED
CHARLES QUAINTANCE, JR.
ROBERT A. ENGELKE

/
/
7
/;
SAMUEL H. MASLON k

1901-1988

HYMAN EDELMAN

1905-1993

RUSSELL F. LEDERMAN CAH:sel:112708

1960-1999

S
11 -PU-2304-00-269 Pages: 1 13 PU-2304-00-270 Pages: 1
Letter re FCC study area number Letter re FCC study area number
by Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minneso by Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minneso

1172072000 CC: Comm Legal PUD (3) 11/20/2000 CC: Comm Legal PUD (3)
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MOTION B K
December 29,2000 .
Citizens Telecommunications Company Case No. PU-2304-00-269
of Minnesota, Inc.
Designated Eligible Carrier
Application
Citizens Telecommunications Company Case No. PU-2304-00-270

of Minnesota, Inc.
Local Exchange/IntraLATA Toll
Public Convenience & Necessity

| move the Commission bill Citizens Telecommunications Company of
Minnesota, Inc. for costs incurred to date in Case No. PU-2304-00-269, Citizens
Telecommunications Company of Minnesota, Inc., Designated Eligible Carrier,
Application and Case No. PU-2304-00-270, Citizens Telecommunications
Company of Minnesota, Inc., Local Exchange/IntraLATA Toll, Public

Convenience & Necessity.

10  PU-2304-00-269 Pages: 3

Utility Valuation Motion/Letter/Billing

Statement
by Public Service Commission

121292000 CC: Comm Legai PUD (3)



Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota

600 E Boulevard Ave. Dept. 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

e-mail: sab@oracle.psc.state.nd.us
COMMISSIONERS TDD 800-366-6888

December 29, 2000 Fax 701-328-2410
Bruce Hagen Phone 701-328-2400
President
Susan E. Wefald Executive Secretary
Leo M. Reinbold Jon H. Mielke
Charles A Hoffman

Maslon Edelman Borman & Brand
3300 Norwest Center

90 S 7th St

Minneapolis MN 55402-4140

RE: Case No. PU-2304-00-269
Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota, Inc.
Designated Eligible Carrier
Application

Case No. PU-2304-00-270

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota, Inc.
Local Exchange/IntralLATA Toli

Public Convenience & Necessity

Enclosed is a copy of the statement approved at the December 29, 2000
Public Service Commission meeting for the expenses incurred to date in Case
Nos. PU-2304-00-269 and PU-2304-00-270.

Under N.D.C.C. 49-21-01.7, these expenses are billed through the Valuation
Fund and must be paid for by the telecommunications company involved.

Please make your check payable to the Public Service Commission.

Sincerely,

Gloria Geiger
Administrative Assistant
701-328-2401

Enc.

c: Aloa Stevens Lance Tade
Citizens Communications Citizens Communications
5600 Headquarters Dr 9672 South
Plano TX 75024 700 E Ste 101

Sandy UT 84070-3555
Craig A Marks
Citizens Utilities Company
2901 N Central Ave Ste 1660
Phoenix AZ 85012



Billing Statement

December 29, 2000

Citizens Telecommunications Company
of Minnesota, Inc.

Designated Eligible Carrier

Application

Citizens Telecommunications Company
of Minnesota, Inc.

Local Exchange/intralLATA Toll

Public Convenience & Necessity

Expenses Incurred to Date:

Advertising Costs

Amount Due:

Citizens Telecommunications Company
of Minnesota, Inc.

Send Payment To:

Public Service Commission
600 E Boulevard Ave Dept 408
Bismarck ND 58505-0480

Federal Tax ID 45-0309764

Case No. PU-2304-00-269

Case No. PU-2304-00-270

© $335.26

$335.26



PU-2031-00-253

PU-2304-00-269

PU-2304-00-270

INFORMAL AGENDA

August 16, 2000

Bear Paw Energy, LLC

Transfer Cert. Nos. 53, 63, Permit Nos. 60, 73

Application

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota, Inc.

Application

‘Designated Eligible Carrier

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota, Inc.
Local Exchange/intraLATA Toll
Public Convenience and Necessity

10 PU-2031-00-253 Pages: 1
Informal Hearing held

by Public Service Commission
08/16/2000 CC: Comm Legal PUD (3)

9 PU-2304-00-269 Pages: 1
Informal Hearing held

by Public Service Commission
08/16/2000 CC: Comm Legat PUD (3)

9 PU-2304-00-270 Pages: 1
informal Hearing held

by Public Service Commission
08/16/2000 CC: Comm Legal PUD (3)



BEFORE THE
NORTH DAKOTA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Matter of the Application of )

) Case No. PU-2304-00-269
CITIZENS TELECOMMUNICATIONS )
COMPANY OF MINNESOTA )

) —
For Designation as an Eligible Local ) D E @ E U M E
Exchange Provider in North Dakota )
Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) ) AUG 15 2000

ND PUBLIC S
AFFIDAVIT OF SCOTT BOHLER | " pliic Urits onision " |
STATE OF MINNESOTA )
) ss.

COUNTY OF HENNEPIN )

SCOTT BOHLER, being duly sworn, deposes and says:

1. I am employed by Citizens Communications Company (“Citizens”). Citizens is
the parent corporation of Citizens Telecommunications of Minnesota, Inc. (“Citizens
Minnesota™). My title is Manager, State Government Affairs and my address is 2378 Wilshire
Boulevard, Mound, Minnesota 55364.

2. In my role as Manager, State Government Affairs, I am responsible for
management and implementation of regulatory and government affairs issues for Citizens local
exchange telecommunications operations in the State of Minnesota. Among my responsibilities
are implementation and oversight of regulatory policies and activities, including application for
certificates of public convenience and necessity, interconnection agreements and state regulatory
and legislative proceedings and relations.

3. I am making this Affidavit in support of Citizens Telecommunications of

Minnesota, Inc. request to be designated as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier in its service

. . 8 PU-2304-00-2 .
territory in North Dakota. 69 Pages: 2

Affidavit of Scott Bohler

by Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesotz
08/15/2000 CC: Comm Legal PUD (3)



4. Citizens Minnesota will fully comply with each of the requirements and
responsibilities associated with that designation, as stated in Part 54 of the Federal
Communications Commission’s rules.

5. Within its service territories in Minnesota, Citizens Minnesota, either using its
own facilities or a combination of its own facilities and resale of another carrier’s services
(including the services offered by another eligible telecommunications carrier), will offer the
services that are supported by federal universal service support mechanisms under Subpatt B of
Part 54 and Section 254(c) of the Act, which include:
voice grade access to the public switched network.
local usage.
dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its functional equivalent.
single-party service or its functional equivalent.
access to emergency services.
access to operator services.
access to interexchange services.

access to directory assistance.
toll limitation for qualifying low-income consumers.

M EE MO Ao o

6. In addition, Citizens will advertise the availability of such services and the charges
therefore using media of general distribution.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT.

S b %\&,\

Scott Bohler

Subscribed and sworn to before me

A
this [5 ~ day of (M , 2000.
AAAMMAAAAWV\NV\/\AMMAW'

CHARLES A HOFFMAN
3 NOTARY PUBLIC-MINNESOTA
Y MY COMMISSION EXPIRES 1-31-2005

95802.1
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State of North Dakota) LI | \

1 o A TALR] 7’
County of Burleigh )

N
/0 PUBLIC SFRVICE COMMISE ™™™
" PEXECUT:\;E SEGRETARY |

l G( ) F\ e \ [m lt Ql , being duly sworn, state as follows:

N——— U

1. 1am the designated agent, under the provisions and for the purposes of, Section 31-04-06,
NDCC, for the newspapers listed on the attached exhibits.

2. The newspapers listed on the exhibits published the advertisement of:

Ciliapns TTele Connny. L timets)

as required ﬂ/ law or ordinance.

3. All of the listed newspapers are legal newspapers in the State of North Dakota and, under the
provisions of Section 46-05-01, NDCC, are qualified to publish any public notice or any matter

required by aw or ordinan/«:?«@—be\gted\or published in a newspaper in North Dakota.
Signed: m k@ ( \k O A

A |
Subsc@j and sviorn to before me this ‘L&_ day of (v\(,(m A.D. Zdﬁ@
bl &W@w |

{""UAURIE SCHAFFER
$ Notary Public, STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
i My Commission Expires DEC. 1, 2005

3

AenRNAEREEW

. 7 PU-2304-00-269 Pages: 11 7 PU-2304-00-270 Pages: 11
08/04/2000 08/04/2000
North Dakota Advertising Service, Inc.

o North Dakota Advertising Service, Inc.
Affidavit of Publication Affidavit of Publication

CC: Comm Legal PUD (3) CC: Comm Legal PUD (3)
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Case No. PU-2304-00-269
Minnesota, Inc. '

Desiginated Eligible Carrier

Application

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Case No. PU-2304-00-270
Minnesota, Inc.

Local Exchange/intraLATA Toll

Public Convenience & Necessity

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE BY CERTIFIED MAIL

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
COUNTY OF BURLEIGH

Sharon Helbling deposes and says that:

she is over the age of 18 years and not a party to this action and, on the 21st day of
June, 2000, she deposited in the United States Mail, Bismarck, North Dakota, one
envelope with certified postage, return receipt requested, fully prepaid, securely sealed
and each containing a photocopy of:

Notice of Opportunity for Hearing
The envelope was addressed as follows:

Charles A Hoffman

Maslon Edelman Borman & Brand
3300 Norwest Ctr 90 S 7™ St
Minneapolis MN 55402-4140

Cert. No. 7099 3220 0002 8476 7770

Sharon Helbling further deposes and says that on the 21st day of June, 2000, she
deposited in the United States Mail, Bismarck, North Dakota, three envelopes by
regular mail, with postage fully prepaid, securely sealed, each containing a photocopy of
the same.

Aloa Stevens Lance Tade

Government Affairs-West Citizens Communications
Citizens Communications 9672 S 700 E Ste 101
5600 Headquarters Dr Sandy UT 84070-3555

Plano TX 75024

e e I .
6 PU-2304-00-269 Pages: 2
06/21/2000
Public Service Commission

Affidavit of Service by Certified Mail

CC: Comm Legal PUD (3)



Craig A Marks

Citizens Utilities Company
2901 N Central Ave Ste 1660
Phoenix AZ 85012

Each address shown is the respective addressee's last reasonably ascertainable post
office address.

Subscribed and sworn to before me \
this 21st day of June, 2000. >/ %

Notary Public
SEAL

SANDRAL, SCOTT

Public, STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
mz‘%yommlssion Expires JUNE 11, 2004




STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
Citizens Telecommunications Company of Case No. PU-2304-00-269
Minnesota, Inc.
Desiginated Eligible Carrier
Application
Citizens Telecommunications Company of Case No. PU-2304-00-270
Minnesota, Inc.
Local Exchange
Public Convenience & Necessity

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE BY ORDINARY MAIL OR E-MAIL

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
COUNTY OF BURLEIGH

Sharon Helbling deposes and says that:
she is over the age of 18 years and not a party to this action and, on the 21st day of
June, 2000, she deposited in the United States Mail, Bismarck, North Dakota,
envelopes by first class mail, fully prepaid, securely sealed, each containing a
photocopy of:

Notice of Opportunity for Hearing

The envelopes were addressed as follows:

See Attached List

Each address shown is the respective addressee's last reasonably ascertainable post

office address.

o

Subscribed and sworn to before me 6

this 21st day of Jung, 2000— o1t M
| SA NE&,PQT‘R%F.S g; NORTH DAKOTA %

oty B i NE 11, 2004
ission Expires JU . |
e ~ Notary Public
— = L L
SEAL 5 PU-2304-00-269 Pages: 13
06/21/2000

Public Service Commission
Affidavit of Service by Ordinary Mail or E-Mail

CC: Comm Legal PUD (3)



PU-2304-00-269
Copies To:

State Library (8 copies)
Historical Society

Associated Press



donlee@martin-associates.com
Don Lee

81 Grand St

New York NY 10013

j1chapman@acomminc.com

Jerry Chapman

Acomm Inc

510 1st Ave N Ste 203
Minneapolis MN 55403-0343

jtmgr@bektel.com

Jerome Tishmack

BEK Communications Cooperative
PO Box 230

Steele ND 58482-0230

ken@staff.ctctel.com

L Dan wilhelmson

consolidated Comm Networks Inc
PO Box 1077

Dickinson ND 58601-1077

ken@staff.ctctel.com

L Dan Wilhelmson

Consolidated Telephone Cooperative
PO Box 1077

Dickinson ND 58601-1077

meredith.gifford@gecapital.com
Meredith Gifford

GE Capital Comm Services Corp
6540 Powers Ferry Rd

Atlanta GA 30339

rlaqua@rrv.net

Ronald Laqua

Halstad Telephone Company
PO Box 55

Halstad MN 56548-0055

dclark@hq.idt.net
Diane Clark

IDT Corporation

190 Main St
Hackensack NJ 07601

nlarsen@nvc.. ¢

Clint Hanson

Accent Communications Inc
235 E 1st Ave

Groton SD 57445

smassey@bepc.com

Sheryl Massey

Basin Electric Power Coop
1717 E Interstate Ave

Bismarck ND 58501-0564

jtmgr@bektel.com

Jerome Tishmack

BEK Communications I Inc
PO Box 230

Steele ND 58482-0230

ken@staff.ctctel.com

L Dan Wilhelmson
consolidated Telcom Inc
PO Box 1077

Dickinson ND 58601-1077

drtc@drtel.net

Roger L Johnson

Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative
PO Box 69

Ellendale ND 58436-0069

cooperstown@mlgc.com
Ray Brown
Griggs County Telephone Company

Cooperstown ND 58425

hold@texas.net

Dana Wilson

Home Owners Long Distance Inc
8647 wurzbach Rd #M-1

San Antonio TX 78240-1245

kander@ictc.com

Keith Anderson
Inter-Community Telephone Co
PO Box 8

Nome ND 58062-0008



kander@ictc.com
Keith Anderson

Inter-Community Telephone Co. II

PO Box 8
Nome ND 58062-0008

nschmid@acginc.net

Neil Schmid

Ionex Communications North Inc
5710 LBJ Frwy Ste 215

Dallas TX 75240

Michel.Murray@cCI.com
Michel Murray

MCI worldCom Inc

707 17th st Sste 3600
Denver CO 80202

john_sullivan@cable.comcast.com
John Sullivan
McLeodUSA

amy.ibis@dtg.com

Amy Ibis

McLeodUSA

140 North Phillips Ave Ste 404
Sioux Falls SD 57104-6711

sbunn@mlgc. com
Shelie Bunn
Moore & Liberty Telephone Co

Enderlin ND 58027

dhill@ndarec.com

Dennis Hill

ND Assn Rural Electric Coops
PO Box 727

Mandan ND 58554-0727

Tclemens@nft.net
Larry Clemens
Noonanh Farmers Tele Co

Noonan ND 58765

itci@means.n
Bruce Reuber

Interstate Telcom Consulting Inc

130 Birch Ave W
Hector MN 55342-0668

skat@means.net
Steven Katka
Loretel Systems Inc
13 E 4th Ave
Ada MN 56510

skillebrew@deltacom.com
Sharon Killebrew
McLeodUSA

whaas@mcleodusa.com

william Haas

McLeodUSA

P O Box 3177

Cedar Rapids IA 52406-3547

gerrya@midrivers.com

Gerry Anderson

Mid-Rivers Telephone Coop Inc
PO Box 280

Circle MT 59215-0280

hfuglest@ndarec.com

Harlan Fugelsten

ND Assn Rural Electric Coops
PO Box 727

Mandan ND 58554-0727

pschaner@ndarec. com

Patti Schaner

ND Assn Rural Electric Coops
PO Box 727

Mandan ND 58554-0727

rer@norlight.com
Robert E Rogers
NorLight Inc

275 N Corporate Dr
Brookfield wI 53045



cajuul@norstan.com

Cathy Juul

Norstan Network Services Inc
P O Box 5715

Minnetonka MN 5534333-57

i

kTund@nccray.com

Kenneth Lund

Northwest Communications Corp
PO Box 38

Ray ND 58849-0038

jram@erols.com

John Ramsey

Parcel Consultants Inc
150 Commerce Rd

Cedar Grove NJ 07009

ddunning@polarcomm.com
David Dunning

Polar Telcom Inc

PO Box 270

Park River ND 58270-0270

jvonduyke@phoneforall.com

Jeff walker

Preferred Carrier Services Inc
14681 Midway Rd Ste 105

Dallas TX 75244

pam@tnics.com

Pamela Harrington

RC Communications Inc

PO Box 197

New Effington SD 57255-0197

ardondoran@rrt.net

Ardon Doran

Red River Telecom Inc

PO Box 136

Abercrombie ND 58001-0136

mbresFe1@ndak.net
Marcia Burckhard
Reservation Telephone Cooperative

Parshall ND 58770

pagndta@btig 2.com

Patricia Gisinger

North Dakota Telephone Assoc
PO Box 2614

Bismarck ND 58502-2614

royce@restel.net

Royce Aslakson

Parcel Consultants Inc
150 Commerce Rd

Cedar Grove NJ 07009

ddunning@polarcomm.com

David Dunning

Polar Commun Mut Aid Corp
PO Box 270

Park River ND 58270-0270

ddunning@polarcomm.com

David Dunning

Polar Telecommunications Inc
PO Box T

Park River ND 58270

protel@citilink.com
Scott Lee

Protel Advantage Inc
1144 Larpenteur Ave W
St Paul MN 55113-6317

ardondoran@rrt.net

Ardon Doran

Red River Rural Tele Assoc
PO Box 136

Abercrombie ND 58001

jdbtbb@ndak.net
Jan Boschee
Reservation Telephone Cooperative

Parshall ND 58770

pam@tnics.com
Pamela Harrington
Roberts Cty Tele Coop Assoc

New Effington SD 57255



warrenlh@srttel.com
warren Hight

Souris River Tele Coop
PO Box 2027

Minot ND 58702-2027

stevedl@srttel.com

Steve Lysne

SRT Communications Inc
P O Box 789

Minot ND 58702-0789

Tynnan@srttel.com

Lynn Nelson

SRT Communications Inc
P O Box 789

Minot ND 58702-0789

davidrs@srttel.com

David Smith

SRT Communications Inc
P O Box 789

Minot ND 58702-0789

mdickers@state.nd.us
Marcy Dickerson
State Tax Department
State Capitol
Bismarck ND 58505

clarson@telegroup.com
caroline Larson

suelh@srtte) _.om

Sue Hamilton

SRT Communications Inc
P O Box 789

Minot ND 58702-0789

christm@srttel.com

Chris Morsefield

SRT Communications Inc
P O Box 789

Minot ND 58702-0789

johnar@srttel.com

John Reiser

SRT Communications Inc
P O Box 789

Minot ND 58702-0789

kimrw@srttel.com

Kim weydahl

SRT Communications Inc
P O Box 789

Minot ND 58702-0789

grndelec@iw.net

Darrell Henderson
Stateline Telecomm Inc
PO Box 39

Bison SD 57620-0039

bgreene@magicnet.net
Barbara Greene

Telegroup Inc Telephone Co of Central Florida Inc
2098 Nutmeg Ave 3599 w Lake Mary Blvd Ste E
Fairfield IA 52556 Lake Mary FL 32746-3417
thomasc@totaltel.com bpipkin@touchl.com

Tom Carroll Leigh Ann wWooten

TotalTel Inc Touch 1 Long Distance Inc
150 Clove Rd 8th FI1 100 Brookwood Rd

Little Falls NJ 07424 Atmore AL 36502
maryg@uslink.net Tahall@usgs.gov

Mary Goodman . Lenora Hall

US Link Inc U S Geological Survey

200 2nd st

Pequot Lakes MN 56472



kjvannin@usgs.gov
K vannin
U S Geological Survey

ralyana@uswest.com
Richard Alyanak
U S WEST

smacint@uswest.com

Scott Macintosh

U S WEST Communications Inc
PO Box 5508

Bismarck ND 58502-5508

saberry@uswest.com

Sharon Berry

U S WEST Communications Inc
409 1st Ave N

Fargo ND 58102-4802

johng@unidial.com

John Greive

UniDial Communications Inc
1901 Eastpoint Pkwy
Louisville KY 40223

tsusak@vocall.com

Tony Susak

voCall Communications Corp
284 Sheffield st
Mountainside NJ 07092

pihland@means.net
Paul Ihland
wolverton Telephone Company

wolverton MN 56594

afranklin@u. .Louth.net

Anne Franklin

U S South Communications Inc
250 williams St Ste 2360
Atlanta GA 30303

tkunkle@uswest.com

Timothy Kunkleman

U S WEST

1801 california St Rm 4630
Denver CO 80202

jmunn@uswest.com

John Munn

U S WEST Communications Inc
1801 california Rm 5100
Denver CO 80202

sschwan@uswest.com
Suzy Schwandt

U S WEST Communications, Inc.
P O Box 5508

Bismarck ND 58502-5508

kander@ictc.com

Keith Anderson

valley Communications Inc
P O Box 8

Nome ND 58062

bonnigk@westriv.com

Bonnie Krause

West River Telecomm Coop
PO Box 467

Hazen ND 58545-0467



Neil Talbot
81 Grand St
New York NY 10013

Myer Shark

Knollwood Place Apts #221
3630 Phillips Pkwy

St Louis Park MN 55426

ACN Communications Services Inc
32991 Hamilton Ct
Farmington Hills MI 48334

John Summers

AmeriTel Pay Phones Inc
180 Northwest 0Oldham Pkwy
Lee's Summit MO 64081

Leeann Brunnette
AT&T

321 E walnut St
Des Moines IA 50309

Dorothy Jones

Bell Atlantic Communications Inc
1320 N Courthouse Rd 9th FI
Arlington VA 22201

John Session

Cable & wireless Comm Inc
8219 Leesburg Pike
Vienna VA 22182

Choctaw Communications Inc
1600 viceroy
Dallas TX 75235

Comcast Telecommunications
1500 Market st
Philadelphia PA 19102

Murray Barr

Competitive Strategies Group Inc
70 East Lake St 7th Fl

Chicago IL 80112

Myer Shark
2277 Gene Autry Trail uUnit C
Palm Springs CA 92264

Ann Faught
Absaraka Co-op Tele Co
Absaraka ND 58002

Mark waind

Altru Health System
1200 South Columbia Rd
Grand Forks ND 58201

Arch Paging
11437 valley view Rd
Eden Prairie MN 55344

Jack Medaris

Atlas Communications LTD
484 Norristown Rd Ste 123
Blue Bell PA 19422

Jennifer whitley

Business Discount Plan Inc
3780 Kilroy Arpt wy

Long Beach CA 90806

Scott Geston

Cable oOne of Fargo
P O Box 10624

Fargo ND 58106-0624

Robert Fallan

Coast International
14303 w 95th St
Lenexa KS 66215-5210

Mol1i Harper

Commnet Cellular Inc

8350 E Crescent Pkwy Ste 400
Englewood CO 80111

Elaine McHale

Concert Communications Sales LLC
295 N Maple Ave Rm 5463A2
Basking Ridge NJ 07920



Robert Hil.

D DD Calling Inc Dakota Central Tele Coop
5120 woodway Ste 8020 PO Box 299

Houston TX 77056 Carrington ND 58421-0299
Robert Hill Darcy Delaney

Dakota Central Telecom I DavelTel Inc

PO Box 299 10120 windhorst Rd
carrington ND 58421-0299 Tampa FL 33619

Dickey Rural Communications Inc DSLnet Communications LLC
PO Box 69 545 Long wharf Dr
Ellendale ND 58436-0069 New Haven CT 06511
Easton Telecom Services Inc Excel Communications Inc
4646 W Streetsboro P O Box 650582

Richfield OH 44286 Dallas TX 75265

Lawrence Freedman

Fleischman & walsh Framco Inc

1400 16th ST Nw P O Box 2711

washington DC 20036 Fargo ND 58108

Ronald Rodemerk Craig Brewerton

Frontier Comm International Geo Economics

180 s Clinton Ave PO Box 4272

Rochester NY 14646-0500 Missoula MT 59806-4272
Lucille Nilson

Griggs County Telephone Company Group Long Distance Inc
Cooperstown ND 58425 6600 N Andrews Ave Ste 140

Ft Lauderdale FL 33309

HIN Telecom Inc IdeaOne Telecom Group LLC

3235 satellite Blvd Bldg 400 Ste 300 3239 39th St sw

bDuluth GA 30096 Fargo ND 58104

Lance Sentman Sue Weiske

International Telcom Ltd Ionex Communications North Inc
417 2nd Ave W 5710 LBJ Frwy Ste 215

Seattle WA 98119 Dallas TX 75240

Nanette Edwards Larry Barnes

ITC DELTACOM INC IXC/SSC-Regulatory Affairs
4092 Memorial Pkwy Sw 1122 s capital of TX Hwy

Huntsville AL 35802-1382 Austin TX 78746-6426



Thomas K Crowe

Law Ooffices of Thomas K Crowe PC LCI International Telecom Corp
2300 M St Nw Ste 800 4650 Lakehurst Ct
washington DC 20037 Dublin OH 43017
LDM Systems IncC Level 3 Communications LLC
430 park Ave 5th Fl 3555 Farnam St
New York NY 10022 Oomaha NE 68131
Jan Lowe Marilyn Foss
Long Dist Consolidated Billing Co MCI worldCom Inc
145 S Livernois Rd #199 707 17th st Sste 3600
Rochester MI 48307-1837 Denver CO 80202
MCImetro Access Transmission Services McLeodUSA
1801 Pennsylvania Ave Nw P O Box 3177
washington DC 20006 Cedar Rapids IA 52406-3177
Carolyn Fodor
MIDCOM Communications Inc Midcontinent Communications
26913 Northwestern Hwy #165 410 south Phillips Ave
Southfield MI 48034 Sioux Falls SD 57104

Gordon wilhelmi
Mid-Rivers Telephone Coop Inc Midstate Communications Inc
P O Box 280 PO Box 400
Circle MT 59215 Stanley ND 58784-0400
Mark wilhelmi
Midstate Telephone Co Minnesota Independent Equal Access
PO Box 400 corp
Stanley ND 58784-0400 10300 6th Avenue N

Plymouth MN 55441
Mike Strand

MITS MVX Communications LLC

PO Box 5237 100 Rowland way Ste 145

Helena MT 59604-5237 Novato CA 94945

Dave Crothers Richard Thronson

NDATC Nemont Telephone Cooperative Inc
Box 1144 Scobey MT 59263

Mandan ND 58554-1144

Sharon Meinhart

NetLogix Telecom Inc Net-tel Corporation
501 Bath St 1023 31st St Nw
Santa Barbara CA 93101 washington DC 20007



Dave Dirck._ -

Nextel west Corp North Dakota Telephone Company
2001 eEdmund Halley Dr PO Box 180
Reston VA 20191-3436 Devils Lake ND 58301-0180
Holly Sasscer Patrick Delaney
Operator Communications Inc overlook Communications International
3530 Forest Ln Ste 200 3125 North Meadow Pkwy #S110
Dallas TX 75234-7910 Roswell GA 30076
Bryan Engle
Pamcomm Parcel Consultants Inc
P O Box 5200 150 Commerce Rd
Sioux Falls sSD 57117-5200 Cedar Grove NJ 07009
Jan Sebby
Primus Telecommunications Inc Pringle and Herigstad P C
1700 01d Meadow Rd 3rd FI PO Box 1000
McLean VA 22102 Minot ND 58702-1000
Heather Troxel]l
Quintelco Inc Qwest Communications Corporation
1 Blue Hill Plaza 4250 Fairfax Dr
Pearl River NY 10965 Arlington VA 22203

Dean Polkow

RCC Network Inc RCN Long Distance Company
PO Box 2000 105 Carnegie Ctr
Alexandria MN 56308-2000 Princeton NJ 08540
Gene Sloan
Reservation Telephone Cooperative Skyland Technologies Inc
Parshall ND 58770 P O Box 5237
Helena MT 59604-5237
Lisa Dabkowski Andrew Jones
SNET America Inc Sprint
6 Devine St 1st FI 8140 ward Pkwy Flr 5E
North Haven CT 06743 Kansas City MO 64114
Randy Burckhard Harris Saele
SRT Communications Inc TPC Inc
P O Box 789 PO Box 180
Minot ND 58702-0789 Devils Lake ND 58301-0180
Regulatory Analyst
Target Telecom Inc Technologies Management Inc
1515 S Federal Hwy Ste 400 PO Drawer 200

Boca Raton FL 33432-7451 winter Park FL 32790-0200



Thomas Cirrito

Telco Communications

1100 wilson Blvd Ste 1425
Arlington VA 22209-2297

Al Bosch

Tele-Beep Company

PO Box 7072

Bismarck ND 58502-7072

Liz Petroni

Teltrust Comm Services Inc
6322 S 3000 East

Salt Lake City UT 84121

Kenneth Carlson

Turtle Mountain Communications
PO Box 729

Langdon ND 58249-0729

Tim Kunkelman

U S WEST Communications Inc
1801 california St Rm 4630
Denver CO 80202

Giuseppe vitale

UKI Communications Inc

500 N Rainbow Blvd Ste 300
~Las Vegas NV 89107

Kenneth Carlson
United Telephone Mut Aid Corp
Langdon ND 58249

Telecomm Dept

University of North Dakota
Box 8193

Grand Forks ND 58202-7141

val-Ed Joint Venture LLP
150 2nd St Sw
Perham MN 56573

Robert Barfield

West River Communications Inc
PO Box 467

Hazen ND 58545-0467

Jack Medar.._

Telco Partners Inc

484 Norristown Rd Ste 123
Blue Bell PA 19422

Tele-Tech Inc
2900 w 11th st
Sioux Falls sSD 57104-3660

T-Netix Inc
67 Inverness Drive E
Englewood CO 80112

Judy Peppler

U S WEST Communications Inc
PO Box 5508

Bismarck ND 58502-5508

Dick Boyer

U S West Interprise America Inc
1999 Bdwy Rm 700

Denver CO 80202

Sam Billingsley

United States Advanced Network Inc
3000 Nrothwoods Pkwy Ste 140
Norcross GA 30071

Dennis Houston

Universal Network Services of ND
1572 North Batavia St Ste 1A
Orange CA 92867

USBG IncC
5601 w 120th st
Alsip IL 60658

Randy Houdek

venture Communications Inc
PO Box 157

Highmore SD 57345-0157

Doris Cooper

West River Long Distance Co
PO Box 467

Hazen ND 58545-0467



Robert Barfield :
west River Telecomm Coop western CLEC Corporation

PO Box 467 3650 131st Ave SE #400
Hazen ND 58545-0467 Bellevue wA 98006

Z-Tel Communications Inc
601 S Harbour Island Blvd Ste 220
Tampa FL 33602-5925



Helbling, Sharon D. !

From: Helbling, Sharon D.

Sent: Wednesday, June 21, 2000 8:39 AM
To: 'ndna’

Subject: Attached Notices

Please have the attached Notices published as legal publications in the next issue of the ten
North Dakota daily newspapers. Would you also run them as "News Item Only" articles.

Send the bill to the Public Service Commission along with a tear sheet for billing purposes.
If you have any questions, please call me at 701-328-4076.
Thank you.

Sharon Helbling
Public Utilities Division

1.doc 1.doc

4 PU-2304-00-269 Pages: 1
06/21/2000 '

Public Service Commission

Notice E-Mailed to NDNA requesting

publication
CC: Comm Legal PUD (3)



MOTION
June 20, 2000

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Case No. PU-2304-00-269
Minnesota, Inc.
Desiginated Eligible Carrier
Application
Citizens Telecommunications Company of Case No. PU-2304-00-270
Minnesota, Inc.
Local Exchange/lntraLATA Toll
Public Convenience & Necessity

I move the Commission issue a Notice of Opportunity for Hearing in the
applications of Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota, Inc. for
Designated Eligible Carrier status, Case No. PU-1204-00-269 and for Certificates of
Public Convenience and Necessity to provide telecommunications services in North
Dakota, Case No. PU-2304-00-270.
JRL/sdh

000269-2.doc
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Public Service Commission
Motion

CC: Comm Legal PUD (3)



STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Case No. PU-2304-00-269
Minnesota, Inc.

Desiginated Eligible Carrier

Application

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Case No. PU-2304-00-270
Minnesota, Inc. ,

Local Exchange/intraLATA Toll

Public Convenience & Necessity

NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY FOR HEARING
June 20, 2000

On June 2, 2000, Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota, Inc.
(Citizens of MN) filed an application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity
to provide facilities-based local exchange telecommunications services as well as
facilities based intraLATA toll service for North Dakota customers served out of the Oslo
exchange in Minnesota. Citizens of MN is purchasing the Oslo exchange from GTE
Service Corporation. Citizens of MN also requests designation as an Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) for this area.

The issues to be considered in these matters are:

1. Fitness and ability of the applicant to provide service.
2. Adequacy of the proposed service.
3. The technical, financial and managerial ability of the

applicant to provide service.

4, Qualification under the Telecommunications Act of 1996,
Section 214(e) for designation as an ETC eligible to receive
federal universal service funding.

5. Designated ETC universal service support area.

Those interested are invited to comment on these applications in writing.
Persons desiring a hearing must file a written request identifying their interest in the
proceeding and the reasons for requesting a heaﬂng._ Comments and requests for __  _

! 2 PU-2304-00-269 Pages: 2

06/20/2000
Public Service Commission

Notice of Opportunity for Hearing
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hearings must be received by July 24, 2000. If deemed appropriate, the Commission
can determine these matters without hearings.

For more information contact the Public Service Commission, State Capitol,
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505, 701-328-2400; or Relay North Dakota 1-800-366-6888
TTY. If you require any auxiliary aids or services, such as readers, signers, or Braille
materials please notify Jon Mielke, Executive Secretary.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

! R

Bruce Hagkn " Leo M. Reinbold
Commissioner

Susan F. Wefald
Commrissioner Presid

Case Nos. PU-2304-00-269 & PU-2304-00-270
Notice of Opportunity For Hearing
Page 2



MASLON

EDELMAN
BORMAN
& BRAND

Limited
Liability Partnership

MARVIN BORMAN

NEIL L. SELL

WILLIAM E. MULLIN
WILLIAM Z. PENTELOVITCH
JOSEPH ALEXANDER
GARY J. HAUGEN
THOMAS H. BORMAN
MARK BAUMANN

DAVID F. HERR

R. LAWRENCE PURDY
JAMES D. O'CONNOR
RICHARD G. WILSON
HOWARD B. TARKOW
WILLIAM M, MOWER, PA.
LARRY A. KOCH
VIRGINIA A BELL
JUSTIN H. PERL
COOPER 8. ASHLEY
SALLY STOLEN GROSSMAN
MARTIN R. ROSENBAUM
TERRI KRIVOSHA

MARY R. VASALY

JOHN W. PROVO

EDWIN CHANIN

CLARK T. WHITMORE
WAYNE 8. MOSKOWITZ
CHARLES A. HOFFMAN
MARK W. LEE

LORRIE L. SALZL

ALAIN M. BAUDRY
RICHARD A. KEMPF~
SUSAN E. OLIPHANT
JONATHAN §. PARRITZ
KIRK 0. KOLBO

BRIAN J. KLEIN

JAMES F. KILLIAN
JAMES F. HANNEMAN
SHERYL G. MORRISON
DOUGLAS T. HOLOD
NEIL P. AYOTTE
ANDREW N. JACOBSON
CYNTHIA F. GILBERTSON
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CHARLES QUAINTANCE, JR.
ROBERT A. ENGELKE

SAMUEL H. MASLON
1901-1988

HYMAN EDELMAN
1905-1993

May 25, 2000

BY FEDERAL EXPRESS

John Mielke
Secretary

North Dakota Public Service Commission

State Capitol Building, 12" Floor
Bismark, ND 58505

Re:

Dear Mr. Mielke:

3300 NORWEST CENTER
90 SOUTH SEVENTH STREET

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55402-4140

(612) 672-8200
FAX (612) 672-8397

Writer's Direct Dial

672-8368

ECEIVE

JUN -2 2000

ND PUBLIC SE

RVICE COMMISSION

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota
Revised Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and
Necessity to Provide Local Telecommunication Services

Enclosed for filing on behalf of Citizens Telecommunications Company of
Minnesota ("Citizens Minnesota") are an original and eight copies of its Revised
Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to Provide
Local Telecommunication Services in the state of North Dakota. As thisisa
revised Application, I would request that you substitute this document for the
existing Application on file with your office. I have not provided additional
copies of the Exhibits filed with the original Application. However, [ am
providing appropriate copies of the additional Exhibits which are filed with this
document. Please date stamp one copy and return it to the undersigned in the

enclosed envelope provided.

If you have any questions concerning this filing, please do not hesitate to contact

me.

CAH/se:85228
enclosures

Counsel for Citiz
Company of Minnesota

PU-2304-00-269
06/02/2000

s Telecommunications

Pages: 20

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minn
Designated Eligible Carrier application

CC: Comm Legal PUD (3)
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SHERYL G. MORRISON
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NEIL P. AYOTTE
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CYNTHIA F. GILBERTSON

SHAWN R. McINTEE
MARGARET C. HOBDAY
HOWARD A ROSTON
MARGARET M. KILLIAN
PETER J. CARLTON
STEPHEN A. TIGHT
MARGARET D. LUPKES
MELISSA M. WELDON
LAURA E. WALVOORD
CHRISTOPHER J. MELSHA
ALAN M. GILBERT

KAI H. RICHTER

LISA C. NETZER

OF COUNSEL

MARTIN G. WEINSTEIN
MICHAEL L. SNOW
ROYCE N. SANNER
SUSAN J. LINK

RETIRED
CHARLES QUAINTANCE, JR.
ROBERT A. ENGELKE

SAMUEL H. MASLON
1901-1988

HYMAN EDELMAN
1905-1993

Via Facsimile and U.S. Mail
Sharon Helbling

Public Service Commission

600 E. Boulevard Avenue, Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Dear Ms. Helbling:

3300 NORWEST CENTER
90 SOUTH SEVENTH STREET
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 56402-4140
(612) 672-8200
FAX (612) 672-8397

EGEIVE May 23,2000

MAY 23 2000

ND PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
PUBLIC UTILITIES DIVISION

I am writing in response to your letter dated May 9, 2000. Citizens
Telecommunications Company of Minnesota does wish to proceed with its Application
for Authority to provide local telecommunications services in North Dakota. However,
Citizens Minnesota has determined that it does not need and will not seek authority to
act as an interexchange reseller. Accordingly, I do not believe that it will be necessary

to provide those forms.

I do not yet have the original Certificate of Good Standing and Application for
Certificate of Authority, but will provide them to you at the earliest opportunity.

Thank you very much for your kind attention to this matter and my apologies for
not responding more promptly to your letter dated February 14, 2000.

CAH/sed
CC: PatFahn

84587vl

Sigcerely,

Charles A.



State of North Dakota

Public Service Commission

COMMISSIONERS

Bruce Hagen
President

Susan E. Wefald

Leo M. Reinbold

Charles A Hoffman

Maslon Edelman Borman & Brand
3300 Norwest Ctr 90 S 7" ST
Minneapolis MN 55402-4140

Dear Mr. Hoffman:

'600 E Boulevard Ave. Dept. 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480
e-mail: sab@oracle.psc.state.nd.us
TDD 800-366-6888

Fax 701-328-2410

Phone 701-328-2400

Executive Secretary
Jon H. Mielke

May 9, 2000

On February 14, 2000 we received an application for Citizens Telecommunications
Company of Minnesota for authority to provide telecommunications services in North
Dakota. On February 14" | wrote you a letter (copy attached), requesting more
information before we could process the applications.

Since we have heard nothing from you since that time, | am writing to find out the status
of your request. Does Citizens still want to pursue certification in North Dakota, or is it

going to abandon the project?

We would appreciate a response from you as soon as possible.

Thank you.

Sdh

Enclosure

Sincerely,
<_4ﬁ'\,@u74)§/4/v£df<4w 7

Sharon Helbling
Public Utilities Division



Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota

600 E Boulevard Ave. Dept. 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480
e-mail: msmail.sab@oracle.psc state.nd us

COMMISSIONERS - TDD 800-366-6888
Fax 701-328-2410
Bruce Hagen . Phone 701-328-2400
President ]
Susan E. Wefald February 14, 2000 . Executive Secretary
Leo M. Reinboid Jon H. Mielke
Charles A Hoffman
Maslon Edelman Borman & Brand
- 3300 Norwest Ctr 90 S 7™ St

‘Minneapolis MN 55402-4140
Dear Mr. Hoffman:

We received your application for Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota
for authority to provide telecommunications services in North Dakota.

In your application you are seeking reseller authority as well. The Public Convenience
and Necessity authority and reseller authority are two separate issues and they are
handled separately. Therefore | am enclosing an Application for Certificate of
Registration form which you need to complete for reseller authority. | have also
enclosed the rules for resellers, a bond form, an example of an Escrow Agreement, and
the policy on bonds for CLECs.

We also need an original Certificate of Good Standing, and copies of the Application for
Certificate of Authority, and any other related corporate papers filed in North Dakota.
You can obtain those documents from the North Dakota Secretary of State’s office at
701-328-2900.

The above requirements must be met before we can process these applications. IF you
have any questions, please call me at 701-328-4076. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sharon Helbling
Public Utilities Division

Sdh

Enclosures
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CHARLES QUAINTANCE, JR.
ROBERT A. ENGELKE

SAMUEL H. MASLON
1901-1988

HYMAN EDELMAN
1906-1993

3300 NORWEST CENTER
90 SOUTH SEVENTH STREET
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55402-4140
(612) 672-8200
FAX (612) 672-8397

1SSION
A Writer's Direct Dial

672-8368

February 11, 2000

99-1423

John Mielke

Secretary

North Dakota Public Service Commission
State Capitol Building, 12 Floor
Bismark, ND 58505

Re: Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota
Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and
Necessity to Provide Local Telecommunication Services

Dear Mr. Mielke:

Enclosed for filing on behalf of Citizens Telecommunications Company of
Minnesota ("Citizens Minnesota") are an original and eight copies of its
Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to Provide
Local Telecommunication Services in the state of North Dakota. Please date
stamp one copy and return it to the undersigned in the enclosed envelope
provided.

If you have any questions concerning this filing, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Sincerely,

Brdan A-

ar~,
Charles A. Hoffman 4 Sl >

Counsel for Citizens Telecommunications
Company of North Dakota

CAH/sel

Enclosures
68063



BEFORE THE E @ E U W E
NORTH DAKOTA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISS]ION 7’
JUN =2 poov
In the Matter of the Application of ) ND PUBLIC SERVICE ¢ -
) EXECUTIVE SECRgThj\g'lfumN
CITIZENS TELECOMMUNICATIONS )
COMPANY OF MINNESOTA ) Case No.
)
For Authority to Operate as an )
Incumbent Local Exchange )
Provider in North Dakota )

REVISED APPLICATION OF CITIZENS TELECOMMUNICATION COMPANY OF
MINNESOTA

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota ("Citizens Minnesota"), by its
undersigned counsel, hereby requests, pursuant to N.D.C.C. Chapter 49-03.1, that the North Dakota
Public Service Commission (the "Commission") grant it a Certificate of Public Convenience and
Necessity. This request is a result of Citizens Utilities Company’s recent agreement to purchase
certain exchanges owned and operated by Contel of Minnesota, Inc. d/b/a GTE Minnesota ("GTE").
Some customers served by these exchanges reside in North Dakota.

I. DISCUSSION

On May 27, 1999, Citizens Ultilities Company ("Citizens") and GTE entered into an
agreement for the purchase and sale of telephone exchanges whereby Citizens agreed to purchase
all of GTE’s exchanges in the State of Minnesota (the "Agreement"). The entity providing service
in Minnesota will be Citizens Minnesota. One of the GTE exchanges in Minnesota (Oslo) provides
service to certain customers in North Dakota. Because Citizens Minnesota does not presently
provide telephone service within the state of North Dakota, and consequently has not been granted

a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity by this Commission, it is necessary for Citizens




Minnesota to obtain such a Certificate.! This Application presents the information the Commission
requires to determine that Citizens Minnesota meets the statutory requirements of N.D.C.C. § 49-
03.1-04.2

A. DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT.

Citizens Minnesota is a wholly owned subsidiary of Citizens, a diversified public utility that,
through its various operating divisions or subsidiaries, currently provides telecommunications,
electric, gas, water and wastewater services to approximately 1.9 million customers in 22 states. A
certified copy of Citizens’ Certificate of Incorporation is attached as Exhibit 1 . Citizens provides
these services through divisions and subsidiaries divided into two business sectors: (1) the Public
Services Sector, which includes electric, gas, water and wastewater services,” and (2) the
Communications Sector, which provides both regulated and competitive communication services
to residential, business, and wholesale customers. Through subsidiaries, Citizens currently operates
as an incumbent local exchange carrier ("ILEC") in thirteen states and provides local, intra-Lata and
long-distance services to approximately one million access lines.* Citizens also owns 83% of

Electric Lightwave, Inc., a leading full-service, facilities-based, competitive local exchange carrier.

!Citizens Minnesota is uncertain whether GTE has a Certificate from North Dakota. If it
does, Citizens Minnesota seeks a transfer of that Certificate. If it does not, Citizens
Minnesota requests that a new Certificate be issued.

N.D.C.C. § 49-03.1-04 requires the Commission to consider (1) the need for the service;
(2) the fitness and ability of the applicant to provide service; (3) the effect on other public
utilities providing similar service; (4) the adequacy of the proposed service; and (5) the
technical, financial, and managerial ability of the applicant to provide service.

3As this Commission knows, Citizens has already agreed to sell its water utilities and is in
the process of seeking buyers for its other non-communications properties.

* Citizens currently owns local exchange subsidiaries in Arizona, California, Idaho,
Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Utah,
West Virginia and Wisconsin.

43821.2 2



Citizens’ business strategy is to focus on and expand the Communications Sector’s
operations. As part of that strategy, Citizens and GTE (or its affiliates) entered into a series of
agreements on May 27, 1999, under which Citizens will purchase all of GTE’s properties in
Minnesota (approximately 117 exchanges, serving approximately 130,000 customers), and additional
properties in Arizona and California. Exhibit 2 contains a certified ‘cop‘y of Citizens’ Board of
Directors’ Resolutions approving the acquisitions from G'TE. Citizens expects to temporarily fund
these transactions with either cash and investment balances, or bank credit facilities. Permanent
funding will come from the sale or other disposition of Citizens’ gas, electric and water properties.
Citizens does not presently expect any need to issue any long term securities as a result of these
purchases.

In 1998, Citizens had annual operating revenues of $1.542 billion. It has a strong income
statement and balance sheet, with long-term debt rat;d A+ by Standard & Poor’s Corporation and
A2 by Moody's Investors Service. More detailed information about Citizens financial strength and
stability may be found in the attached most recent Annual Report and SEC Forms 10K and 10Q
(Exhibits 5 and 6).

B. SERVICE ADDRESSES

Notices and other pleadings in connection with this Application should be served on Citizens
and its counsel as follows:

Aloa Stevens

Government Affairs-West

Citizens Communications

5600 Headquarters Drive
Plano, Texas 75024

43821.2 3



Lance Tade

Citizens Communications

9672 South

700 East Suite 101

Sandy, UT 84070-3555

Craig A. Marks

Citizens Utilities Company

2901 North Central Avenue, Suite 1660
Phoenix, Arizona 85012

Charles A. Hoffman

Maslon Edelman Borman & Brand LLP
3300 Norwest Tower

90 South Seventh Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402

II. REASONS FOR THE TRANSACTION

Citizens is engaging in this transaction because, over the long-term, it believes that the
transaction will allow it to better achieve its goals in the increasingly competitive
telecommunications environment. The changing nature of the telecommunications industry within
the United States makes it desirable for Citizens to focus upongits area of greatest strength. Citizens
has decided to focus primarily on its communications businesses. Citizens has determined that it
must increase the size of its telecommunications operations to compete with alternate providers
currently in and soon to enter the marketplace. Its ultimate goal is to grow its local exchange
business to three million access lines over the next several years. Citizens has entered into
transactions with GTE and U S WEST as part of its strategy to acquire and operate
telecommunications businesses in small and medium-size cities and towns that are experiencing

above-average economic and population growth. The properties Citizens will acquire from GTE

complement many of Citizens’ existing operations. As Citizens’ CEO Leonard Tow has stated:

43821.2 4




"‘Providing small and medium-size cities and towns in America with the most advanced technology,
products and services is the key to superior growth in the telecommunications business for Citizens
in the new millennium."
III. PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY
A. QUALIFICATIONS OF APPLICANT.

A necessary condition of Citizens Minnesota acquiring and operating the GTE
property is this Commission’s granting Citizens Minnesota a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity relative to those North Dakota customers served out of the Oslo,
Minnesota exchange. Citizens respectfully requests the following actions by the
Commission.

1. Granting Citizens Minnesota a Certificate of Convenience and Public Necessity to provide

essential and non-essential local services as well as facilities based intraLATA toll service
in North Dakota for the customers served out of the Oslo exchange in Minnesota.

2. Granting Citizens Minnesota Eligible Telecommunications Carrier ("ETC") status for this
territory.
3. Indicating to the FCC the Commission’s approval (or non-opposition) to a

waiver/modification of the Part 36 study area for North Dakota to reflect this transaction.
Citizens and its subsidiary, Citizens Minnesota, clearly meet all technical, managerial, financial and
legal qualifications required of applicants for a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity. Citizens
Minnesota will draw heavily on the management resources of Citizens’ Communications Sector for
planning, marketing, network, service development, provisioning and delivery and legal/regulatory
assistance. The above description of Citizens establishes that its subsidiaries have broad experience

in providing local exchange telecommunications services across the United States. Furthermore,

43821.2 5



Citizens’ subsidiaries have received authority to provide local exchange services in 13 states, and
have fully met the licensing requirements of each of those states.

Descriptions of the backgrounds of Citizens’ management, which demonstrate the extensive
telecommunications experience and expertise of Citizens Minnesota management team, are
contained in Citizens’ Annual Report and its annual report to the Securities and Exchange
Commission on Form 10K for the year ending December 31, 1998. Copies of those documents are
attached hereto as Exhibit 6. Also attached as Exhibit 7 is an organizational chart of Citizens and
its various subsidiaries. Attached as Exhibits 8, 9 and 10 are, respectively, Citizens' Certificate of
Authority, Certificate of Good Standing (original) and Certificate of Trade Name Registration.

B. SERVICES TO BE PROVIDED AND THEIR ADEQUACY

Citizens and GTE are working together to ensure that the transfer of assets from GTE to
Citizens Minnesota will be seamless and transparent to all customers, including those in North
Dakota. Citizens currently expects that the Citizens-GTE transaction will be approved by the
Minnesota Commission in early July, 2000.2 Citizens Minnesota believes that the services it
proposes to provide in the acquired exchanges will not only provide adequate service to its
consumers, but will in the long run provide advanced service as Citizens Minnesota implements its
business plan. Among the benefits of the services Citizens Minnesota will provide are:

1. High Quality Services: Citizens Minnesota is committed to operating a high quality
network for its customers. Citizens has a strong history of investing to meet the needs of its
customers. Since 1993, Citizens has acquired more than 657,000 access lines from other local phone

companies. Citizens’ subsidiaries currently operate all-digital, local exchange properties in 13 states:

2A copy of the Minnesota Commission's Order approving the transaction will be provided
when it becomes available.

43821.2 6



Arizona, California, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, New York Oregon, Pennsylvania,
Tennessee, Utah, West Virginia and Wisconsin. Citizens stands ready to invest capital in its rural
and suburban properties to upgrade existing technology. While exact details are still being
developed, Citizens Minnesota has informed the Minnesota Commission that it expects to invest in
excess of $24 million over the next three years in the acquired exchanges. ‘

2. Long Distance and Other Services: Citizens intends to provide a full range of

services to its North Dakota communications customers. Services will include local and long-
distance offerings, and may expand to include other advanced services. Citizens Communications
currently contracts with AT&T to provide the nationwide network for its long-distance products,
which include fax/data communications, 800/888 service, international calling, calling cards and
direct dial.

3. Competitive Rates as a Result of Cost Savings: Initially, Citizens Minnesota will
adopt GTE’s existing tariff rates.

4. Corporate Citizenship: Citizens provides benefits to its employees consistent with

those provided by leading U.S. companies, and supports its local communities. Citizens has always
strived to be a valued corporate citizen in the communities it serves and will continue that tradition.

5. Customer Relations: Citizens values its customers and is committed to providing top

quality customer relations. Citizens Communications currently expects to expand its Johnstown,
NewYork and Sherburne, New York call centers to handle new service and repair calls originating
in the Minnesota exchange. This service change should be transparent to customers.

Citizens Minnesota will work with the Commission staff to develop a customer education

outreach to ensure a smooth transition from GTE to Citizens Minnesota. This will include

43821.2 7



newspaper advertising and bill inserts as appropriate. Through this outreach effort, customers will
be informed of new service and repair numbers and other important information needed as a result
of the transition.

6. No Material Impact on Employment: The transaction is not expected to have a
material impact on employment levels in North Dakota.

7. Continued Regulatory Compliance: Citizens Minnesota will abide by all applicable

statutes and rules of this Commission.
C. NEED FOR THE SERVICE.

Asnoted above, Citizens Minnesota intends to provide high quality services to the customers
served out of the Oslo Minnesota exchange, and to ensure a seamless transition from GTE to
Citizens Minnesota for these customers.

D. EFFECT ON OTHER UTILITIES.

Citizens Minnesota anticipates that there will be little, if any, impact on other utilities since
it is purchasing existing exchanges. Citizens Minnesota expects to be an active participant in the
newly competitive local exchange market.

IV. DESIGNATION AS ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER

Citizens has requested that this Commission certify it as an Eligible Telecommunications
Carrier (ETC) for this territory. The basic requirement for eligibility as an ETC requires that
Citizens (1) offer the services that are supported by federal universal service support mechanisms

and offer the services designated by the FCC for such federal support mechanisms for schools,

43821.2 8



libraries and health care providers; and (2) advertise the availability of such services and the
charges therefore using media of general distribution.

In all states where Citizens currently operates as a local exchange carrier (LEC) and in the
North Dakota/Minnesota exchange at issue in this Application, Citizens does (or will) offer the
telecommunication services which are supported by federal universal éervice support
mechanisms, including (but not limited to) voice grade access to the public switch network, local
usage, dual tone multi-frequency signally or its functional equivalent, single party service or its
functional equivalent, access to emergency services, access to operator services, access to
interexchange service, access to directory assistance, and toll limitation for qualifying low
income consumers. Each of these services will be offered in the affected exchange in a manner
adequate to meet the requirements of all applicable FCC orders. In addition, for schools and
libraries, and for health care providers, Citizens will provide the services supported by universal
service support mechanisms. Citizens will advertise the availability of all universal services and
the charges therefor using media of general distribution. Citizens will adhere to applicable FCC
and state commission requirements for such advertising.

In sum, Citizens believes that it has in all states where it operates, and will in the affected

exchange, meet all of the state and federal requirements for designation as an ETC provider.

43821.2 9



EXHIBITS

In further support of this application, the Applicant submits the following exhibits:

ACQUISITION & CORPORATE

Exhibit

1. Articles/Certificate of Incorporation certified by Secretary of State of Delaware (Citizens
Utilities Company).

2. Resolutions of Board of Directors of Citizens Utilities Company Approving Purchase of
Assets certified by Corporate Secretary

3. Certificate of Incorporation (Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota).

4. Application for Certificate of Authority to do Business.
FINANCIAL

5. 1998 Annual Report and 10K

6. 1999 2Q 10Q

MISCELLANEOUS

7. Citizens Utilities Company

8. Citizens' Certificate of Authority

9. Certificate of Gooci Standing (original)

10. Certificate of Trade Name Registration

43821.2
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WHEREFORE, Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota respectfully
request that the Commission grant it a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity as
outlined herein, and allow such further relief as is necessary, including the granting of ETC
status to Citizens Minnesota for the affected exchange and indicating in its Order that it does not
object to the FCC’s granting of study area waivers for the affected exéhanges or to the
reconfiguration of study area boundaries as a result of the transfer of these exchanges to Citizens.

Respectfully submitted,

Dated: May 25, 2000 /a /%‘W/

\/ Charles A. Ho
MASLON EDELMAN BORMAN & BRAND
LLP
3300 Norwest Center
90 South Seventh Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402-4140
(612) 672-8368 - Telephone
(612) 672-8397 - Facsimile

ATTORNEYS FOR
CITIZENS UTILITIES COMPANY

43821.2 11



VERIFICATION

I, Craig A. Marks, declare under penalty of perjury that I am Associate General Counsel
of Citizens Utilities Company and its subsidiary Citizens Telecommunications Company of
North Dakota, the applicant in this pr.oceeding; that I have read the foregoing application and
exhibits; and that the same are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information, or
belief.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed this

Sure
\ st day of Mey, 2000.

@We 0, /h‘/cwj 2

Craig A. Marks -
Associate General Counsel

Swom and subscribed to before me
this day of 2000.

o OMZ

Notary Public / OFFICIAL SEAL
» DENISE J. JOHNSTON
" ) Notary Public - Stats of Arizona
My Commission Expires: 37" \y Com. Expires July 15, 2002

43821.2 12
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CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

z \\::
\.

OF

CITIZENS TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY OF MINNESOTA,
INC.

X T ,b%%g:;-—--
/NS

S ;/%_:l

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the
State of North Dakota, hereby certifies that an
application of
CITIZENS TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY OF MINNESOTA,
INC. '
for a Certificate of Authority to transact
business in this State, duly signed and verified
pursuant to the provisions of the North Dakota
Century Code, have been received in this office
and are found to conform to law.

o
e

&

ACCORDINGLY the undersigned, as such
Secretary of State, and by virtue of the authority
vested in . him by law, hereby issues this
Certificate of Authority to
CITIZENS TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY OF MINNESOTA,
INC.
to transact business in this State under the name
of
CITIZENS TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY OF MINNESOTA,
INC.

Issued: May 12, 2000

Alvin A. Jaeger
Secretary of State

EXHIBIT 8




State of North Dakota

SECRETARY OF STATE

CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING
OF

CITIZENS TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY OF MINNESOTA,
INC.

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the
State of North Dakota, hereby certifies that
CITIZENS TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY OF MINNESOTA,
INC. , a Delaware corporation, authorized to
transact business in the State of North Dakota on
May 12, 2000, and according to the records of this
office as of this date, has paid all fees due this
office as required by North Dakota statutes
governing foreign corporations.

ACCORDINGLY the undersigned, as such
Secretary of State, and by virtue of the authority
vested in him by law, hereby issues this
Certificate of Good Standing to
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CITIZENS TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY OF MINNESOTA,
INC. :

SLATEIATE.S

Issued: May 24, 2000

Alvin A. Jaeger
Secretary of State
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State of North Dakota

SECRETARY OF STATE
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CERTIFICATE OF TRADE NAME
REGISTRATION OF

CITIZENS COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY OF MINNESOTA

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of North Dakota,
hereby certifies that an Application for Registration of a
Trade Name, duly signed pursuant to the provisions of the
North Dakota Trade Names statutes, has been received in this
office and is found to conform to law.

Accordingly the undersigned, as such Secretary of
State, and by virtue of the authority vested in him by law,
hereby issues the Certificate of Trade Name Registration of
CITIZENS COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY OF MINNESOTA which is owned
by CITIZENS TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY OFMINNESOTA, INC,
with an address of THREE HIGH RIDGE PARK , STAMFORD, CT
06905-1328.

The Trade Name Registration shall remain in force until May
12, 2005.

DATED: May 12, 2000

Alvin A. Jaeger
Secretary of State
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