
bhat we don't have." Ricker
said.

Jim Flynn, Bobcat's vice
presiden! of human resources,
said about,240 workers at the
Gwinner plant had been laid
off since late 2008. About 125
workers.there have been called
back to wirrÌ since August, and
an additional 55 will resume
work in a few weeks, he said.

ND superintendênt

Wahpeton factories.
Doosan purcbased Bobcat in

2007 fiom.1.',Bermuda-based
Ingersoll-Rand Co. Ltd., in a
deal worth $4.9 billion.

Doosan said at the time that
the deal was the largest over-
seas acquisition il-Korean his-
tory. It also said it planned no
changes in North Dakota ope¡-
ations.

take iob in Bu¡garia
seas.

Johnson has been with
Bismarck Public Schools for
nine ¡rears.. His resignation
bakes effect June 30. That's

Federal agency says black-tailed

I }l

when he'll heâd to Bulgaria to
become president of the
American College of Sofia.

The nearl51, 150-year-old
school is ,an indepen_dent, not-
for-profit co-educational sec-
ondary scþoql, áccording to its
Web site. The school aspires to
prepare 'Bulgarian youth "to
meet the most demanding cri-
teria of an¡r uiriversity in the
world."

Johnson says he signed a
three year contract with the
new school, He says he and his
wife Theresa plan to keep
their Bismarck home in'
Bismarck and eventually
return.

ne

f

pra¡r¡e dogs not endângêred

E.tJ 6P:p

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP), -Black-tailed prairie dogs were
denied protection under the
Endangered Species Act 'oiC
rWednesday after federal offi-
cials concluded the once préva-
lent species shows signs 'of
rebounding.

Decades of poisoning, shoot-
ings, the plague and loss of
habitat to agriculture are
blamed for a dramatic droþ''iä
prairie dog numbers since the,
early 1900s, from roughly one
billion animals toian estimated
24 million today. :

In 2007, the New Mexico-
based environmental activist
group WildEarth Guardians
petitioned the U.S. Fish and
Wildtife Service to list the ani-
mal as threatened or endan-
gered.

But the agency said
Wednesday the population,, i-s
slowly spreading despite con-
tinued pressure from sickness
and deliberate killings.

"They reached a low point in
approximately 1961 and have
bounced back pretty good since
then," paid.Joy GobB¡ the Fish
a¡d "'\trl1dli1e"-b-ftJlogist \trho
drafted the deciçion.

A, representative of
WildEarth Guardians said a
federal court challenge to the
ruling was likely.

0Terry Aronson

lArmen Hanson
lKim Zinke

416 3rd Ave. NE . Devils Lake' 662-2212

#'i'Ë

"Prairie dogs are still around
but they are incredibly isolated
and fragmented across 90 per-
cent of their range,'l said the
group's Lauren McCain.
. Black-tailed prairie dogs -burrowing animals.that reach a
Iittle over a foot long and.¡yeigh
up to three pounds - once
occupied an estimated 50,000
square miles and ranged acrqss
'atlèast 11 Central and Western
states.' Regarded by most farmers
4nd ranchers as a nuisance, the
animals are considered a key-
stone species among biologists.
They are a primary food source
fol rare animals such as the
black-footed fqrret and their
abandoned burrows serve as
nests for owls.

Federal officials say the most
common species of prairie dogs.
no\4r occupy about 3,750 square
miles within a range that
stretches from Montana and
North Dakota south to New
Mexico, Texas and Arizona.

The deTi¿l of endangered or
threatened status means the
species will continue to fall
r¡hder the watch of statè
wildlife and agriculture agen-
cies, some of which classify
prairie dogs as "pests" because
they are thought 'to compete
with livestock for forage.

U.S. Sen. John Thune, R-;
S.D., said the denial of new proì,.
tections was appropriate for
animals that "threaten live-
stock grazing lands and poten-
tially harbor contagious dis-
eases."

There are few restrictions on
killing the animals except in
.$,rizona, where the species was
orice wiped altogether. A prairie
dog reintroduction effort was
launched in that state in
October.

Elsewhere, however, new
threats may be emerging.
Earlier this year, the
Environmental Protection
Agency approved the expanded
use of a new prairie dog poison,
Rozol, over objections from the
Fish and Wildlife Service.

Environmental groups such
as the Audubon Sociely have
sued to repeal the approîal.,': :

Gober, the government biolo-
gist; said her agency's concerns
centered on the poison's poten:
tial danger to predators includ-
ing black-footed ferrets and
eagles. At least one bald eagle
and two badgers have beerÌ'
killed by the poison and more
deaths have likely gone unre-
ported. :

"Anything that might eatr
prairie dogs is vulnerable,!!
Gober said. r''

ND generâl sees ga¡ns in Kosovo
__FARGO, N.D. (AP) 'The .Brig.Gen.AlanDohrmannof . Dohrmann says conditionq.
North Dakota National Guard Bismarck took responsibility were calm this 

-week 
as the,

general who recently took com- foú the 2,200,memËer Multi- U.N. International Court ol
Pand. of_a large peacekeep'ng _{ational Task Force East on J-ustice began to hear. arg¡ri
forcg in 

-K_osoyo 
says he sees a Nov.14.The groupincludes 650 ments on the legality -of

"noticeable improvement" in soldiers from North Dakota Kosovo's February ZOO8 áecla-l
the area's Pec¡¡itJ since he was and is one of four NATO mem- ration of independence, whichj
last there in 2005. ber task forces in Kosovo. Serbia rejects.- ,

Dohrmann previously served,

W

^ . Pueffi" ffäî1åil'"1'"îi"a;"i.,,H:î:å1îËtr",.î id¡; iorio*i"s a period of
t-uÞllc Ðerv¡ce Uommrssion itructurãl components of the . pAp and fnf,ense ffotfng.
Qwest.PerformanceAssurancePlan ;"f;;;;."-----üiãã.""".,' 

-stákeholder
lnvestigation 

^^ -- Ë;ñ;"oãáUon, ,"d- "*pi¡""."i 
wirh the

better job and start feeling the love for your new boss.

in þartnership with Yahoo! HotJobs, gives you access

)u can find the right one. lt's time to love what you do.

. Brig. Gen. Alan Dohrmann of
Bismarck took responsibility
foú the 2,200,member Multi-
National Task Force East on
Nov. 14. Ttre group includes 650
soldiers from North Dakota
and is one of four NATO mem-
b.ç¡ task forces in Kosovo.
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Public Service CommissionruDrlc ùervlce Uommlssron Comments On the competitive envi¡Onment.
Qwest.Performance Assurance Plan it 

"T.Ëü* 
ãiätia t¡-"t drã C"--iÀsion wouldlnvestigation , -- ::;^_^._ ;;iöï;il;-d;;;nt.]""ril Maich 2Z

Puìlic Service Commission ñäïù-'öåi"t
Qwest Performance Assurance Plant¿wesE rerlormance ¡qs6urance ¡,tAn petitioned tO intervene.lnvestigation ' The Resionat Oversisht Comittee

Case No. PU-O&920 contrãcted tiit l,i¡""tv C"onsultins GroupCase No. PU-O&9ZO co"t"á"t"¿ 
-frlt - l,i¡""ty C"onsulting Group

NOTICE OF OPPORTIINITÍ-. iliËå*yl t" perform túe ¡eview. B-ased on

Ca_seNo.PU-06.58 ÞAp--""J- p""fo-a"""' .measur€s, and F¡^ -_!

oF OPPORTUNTTY FoR HEARTNG . ñ;"th ô;t"h, t"ã; 
"r¿ottr"r 

iõmperitive rocat
November 25.2009 , ^*.Ì,.-aa ".;"'. ";,r áata åynvi¡lcd hv
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ve, or intend to have, an agreement with i,have, or intend to have, an agreement wit¡ ;,_l^ -._-q*"i - c;'p;'"liã"-' -'- öõtf '" "ffi 
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perfomance Assrrrance Élan-lpAp) onfion A r:epon, a¡go ottets several recommendationS for

case No. PU-oz-zse äã"oilf¡iiää ;iTöãi;"roË'äu ï"i".o^ oi
¡6loll North Dakota' Inc. filed comments and

iñterionnection'-;;.ri¿;r, qiìii--ãn"". -;' llf^-tt-,:!ill serving a. usetul purpose. The
Performance Assurance Plan-(PAP) option. A :i*T.:"o-:""1i^."u91".jt".^1T-":9119!l f9.

Preliminary Statement

performance Assurance plan (pAp) ootion. A relruru atso onets several recommendattons fb¡

l*g**tln:tl:;"¡"*::rg"t{x#¡j{¡i*åÅIi'".,'Lo'*,ul*"u#'1råå*J.-îf; :i;Ë.,ñp"iii;i;"ãi';-;ü;Ë;';"fiå' (ôtËci 111'""ï':-.Td -makes. 
several ,rmdings that

if Qwedt does not providã interconnection :%--11"^: -^i119!t"d Qwest's reported
spr;ceq fn tha l]T.E:ll i+ -";+_ +^ +L. caruí¡o i+ Iænormance regults or payments under the

mber 25,2009

il-cñ*"ff;Ë'ä,î T''äTäË-iäi,ì"""'"ì""äi"i 39^--11^: - ig,g!t"d Qwest's '!w*.aservices to the CLEC ât patity to the service it læmrmance lesults or payments under the
provides to its own retail customers, or iI *ä'^ 

_^__ilwest fails ro -."J ;;;i.--å.."# ,.Ihe relort^is ay-ailable for viewing and

@2OO8 Yahoo! Inc. All rights reserved.
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ï-¡rroo

Ine rAf provrcles lor perrodrc revrev/s to
determine whether performance measures

ffih#i',¿1åTi:"î 
jït#mi::"*""*¿r*li*uu,:,tôAtff f us/darabase/docume

*i,:t'.u"|";3*,1Jnf ":H1.ï:*":ff ff 
o"f¿rli.rif; 'äJÉJ;¡;;;;;'

figlf;ai"L;*äii'l':*::,;-i;'d;,; dã 
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whethe¡ to -move 
ã

-:ry*U**:jäl-;t* Beginsfrom pase 1 

-

r1";rn"r;r,,rruji;;5'$*ift n',!Ëf "Í#ffi iïlïåli:ðHiäiJ.îîiîå
¡"*,1i.*:i.il,ã"-¿üä;îiËöää;iË :_11'îåi:H"Ttït",l"q:exists an omission or

exchange caniers a¡d data provided by
Owest. Libertv issued its June 30, 2009

";ä*ili."*,*ç 
swsù!, 1." .l.':Whe-the1 there elsts an omission or

pAp revisions anoroved bv the Commission ra¡ture o.1 exlstpg p-erlormance measure¡j t¿
a .result of sucÍr'reviews-apply to existins clPp.IlI9 ¡nlended perlormánce..

Guard. He says at that time,.;

as a result of sucir'reviews-aoply to existine cqPp.E9 ¡nlended I
and future interconnection 

""då""#;ti ö;í *I"T*:::^ t}::'i

I"ffiobs'

incorporate the PAP. The most recent PAP lær¡urua!¡ucmeasuremenf,'
revision was effective ¡""i"""i"ä ïà"üä#T. , 

B. ,. Whethe-r such omission, failure, or
2008, as approved in Case-No pÚ-OO-Sg. fttai l"-p'1"3llgn ol a pertoruance measure justifies
nroceedind 

-was continre¡l in f.he eve_nt ân Ene. aodltlon, modificåtion, or ¡emoval of á

s of Qwestls.Perfo¡mance Assurance

revision was effective beginning January 1,
2008, as approved in Case No PU-06-58. That
proceeding was continued in the event an
àngoing -mrlti.iJli- nðeiãiri" öãirreTi Iærformancemeasure'
cã-mmi"ttee'""iã*ãigr'tìé"ñrri"r'ñr'ã"-ÈiÞ*n;Ïlf"tlst^=*=::

*". àr"-.tiu" b;sú;iúi"ñq..ì; ,.?:,,^T:!h^"Í^-such- omission, failure,' or
annrnwe¡l in Cqeo_Nn piLOÊ-5ß ,ihâí o]¡pt¡catron ot a pertotEance measure iustifies

or pertormance measurement changes.
On June 13.2007- the Commission ion June 13,2007. the Commission ioined in ! u. rr.r¡çür¡cf lr¡e acrual vorume ot o¿

a multistate collabo¡ative audit of Owests nave.Deen 
-less or -greater than an

PAP perform¡nce reporting md pa]rment Ti:1l."Pflt_"Jherthereisjustificati'

ã;;-ñ;;ä.iï;;ililïå;Ë.,ï.*..-b----o9iñedorrôplacedbyparitystanã-ards.
June 13, 200?, the Commissiõn joined.in ,^o-'--w39Jle¡ the actual volulne of data.poir

site at:

rltr perlormance Ìeportlng md Dayment *ì' - ::' ¡ð Jus!¡r¡uaL¡ur¡ ror trne
process for calendar yéar 20õ5, Case'Nõ. PU- reclassrncatlon of a performance
0?-250. The Final Reóort for th; Audit of 200s measur-ement.

love with the area.
"Today as I was showing

someone the work we are going
to do, a bald eagle swooped near
us. I believe that is a positive
sign of good things to come,"
Schroeder-Monda said.

Presently the company is
putting in a 60-inch pipe along
the base of the existing em-
bankment. That will close
Henegar Landing for five to 10
days, maybe more, depending
on how things go, but according
to Schroeder-Monda the land-
ing will be open this winter for
ice fishermen to have access to
the lake.

The actual embankment and
pump station construction will
not start until March 1, 201Q,
due in part to Environmental
Protection Agency reqúüe,-
ments, state and local permits
and the Corps submittal
process.

That work should get under-
way about the time that all ice
houses have to be offthe lake.
There are plans for a tempo-
rary boat landing to be l.qcated
on Highway 19 for springl¿¡¡¿
summer frshing once Henegar
Landing has to be closed to fin-
ish.the bulk of the project,ffi
spnng.

(Louise Oleson can be
reached q,t news@deuilslake.
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