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TESTIMONY

The Testing and Safety Division of the North Dakota Public Service

Commission has inspection and/or testing responsibility over the State's

Gas Pipeline Safety Program, the Metrology Program, and the Weights and

Measures Inspection and Testing Program.

The following is a brief update on the facility use agreement between

Facility Management and the Public Service Commission, and on the

metrology program funding in Section 11 of Senate Bill No. 2007:

The Legislature appropriated $74,600 for renovation of the

Commission's metrology laboratory in order to mitigate certain non-

compliances set forth by the National Institute of Standards and

Technology (the laboratory's accrediting body).
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Commission staff has been in contact with Facility Management staff

and obtained advance approval for all renovations to the Metrology Lab

currently ongoing as well as those completed to date. Commission staff will

stay in contact with Facility Management staff and obtain approval for any

future renovations.

In addition, a meeting was held in April 2008 between the State

Metrologist, Testing & Safety Division Director, and Facility Management

Grounds Supervisor to discuss joint use of the division's truck

bay/metrology staging area by both parties. One of the noncompliance

issues listed by NIST during their onsite audit of the metrology facilities was

that space should not be shared for reasons of cleanliness and security.

The system currently in place requires three days advanced notice from the

State Metrologist to Grounds Maintenance to remove their equipment

during scheduled metrology work; the area is then cleaned by either

Grounds Maintenance or Testing & Safety staff; and the door between the

two facilities is kept locked while standards are stored in the bay. All

parties attending the meeting agreed that this is the most we can do to

mitigate that noncompliance and that this system should be continued into

the foreseeable future. During that meeting, staff thought that no formal

joint use agreement would be needed.
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In June 2008, the Commissiov,received a proposed joint use

agreement from the Director of Facility Management. One meeting was

held on June 16 th on that *posed joint use agreement. Additional

meetings will be scheduled as necessary to work out an agreement which

will allow the Commission to maintain NIST recognition during this

biennium.

To date, the Commission has spent $18,757 on renovations, with

more renovations planned for the remainder of the biennium (please see

the Metrology Laboratory Improvement List, attached). Commission staff

and Facility Management staff are currently working to transfer remote

operations of existing small mass laboratory and office facility HVAC

systems from Facility Management to the State Metrologist at the

laboratory facility. Installation of wall-mounted, computer interfaced

environmental monitoring systems is nearly complete. The State

Metrologist will then do an environmental control study (temperature and

humidity) over the next nine months to determine what type of new HVAC

system will be needed for the large mass lab. Of the appropriated $74,600,

we will set aside $30,000 to purchase this new HVAC system in the late

spring of 2009.
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An additional $7,000 is being seaside to pay for re-certification of

the State metrology standards (standards the State Metrologist uses to

calibrate working standards used by weights and measures inspectors).

Current administrative rules require the Commission to re-certify these

standards once every ten years.

The Legislature appropriated an additional $20,000 for the purchase

of a new metrology laboratory balance. The Commission purchased a new

balance for $13,500, leaving a $6,500 balance in that line item which will

not be expended by the Testing and Safety Division.

The Commission has been working this biennium to maintain NIST

conditional recognition of the state metrology lab. In order to continue to

maintain our conditional recognition this biennium, we must make forward

progress mitigating NIST non-compliances. The Commission understands

that the Legislature will need to make decisions in the next legislative

session about long term future plans for the state metrology lab, which

could include not providing metrology lab services in North Dakota and

instead having these services provided by the Minnesota Metrology Lab.

This concludes my presentation. I will be happy to answer any

questions you may have.
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