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Subject: Keystone Pipeline

The Lake Agassiz Water Authority (LAWA) was created by the North Dakota state
legislature and given the responsibility of providing a reliable drinking water supply
to the cities, businesses and residents of the Red River Valley. As a representative
of water systems in the Red River Valley, LAWA is concerned about the proposed

Keystone Pipeline Project and its potential effects on the Red River Valley’s
sources.
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The proposed route of the Keystone Pipeline Project is in close proximity to the
Sheyenne River and Lake Ashtabula. This is of great concern to LAWA because
these water sources serve as the primary or sole source of water for many water

systems in the Red River Valley, including the cities of Fargo, Grand Forks,
and Drayton. The risk of contamination of this important water supply has
overlooked in the Keystone Pipeline Project.
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In addition, the water held in Lake Ashtabula below the flood control pool is
currently permitted as a water supply for the cities of Valley City, Lisbon, West
Fargo, Fargo and Grand Forks. The potential impact to this water supply has also
been overlooked in this Project. During drought periods, the Sheyenne River and
Lake Ashtabula become the sole source of water for Fargo. If a drought were to

occur, the entire volume of water would be used to supply these cities with

municipal water. A risk of contamination of this vital water supply needs to be

addressed.

The proposed route runs parallel to and at one point even crosses the Sheyenne
River. We have established that the Sheyenne River system is a crucial water
supply in the Red River Valley. Possible contamination of the Sheyenne River from
this Project is a critical issue that needs to be addressed before this Project is to
move forward. We certainly are not opposed to this Project, but the water supplies

in the Red River Valley are scarce and must be protected.




Public Service Commission
November 13, 2007
Page 2

Appropriate design features, pipeline routing and emergency response planning
requirements should be considered for maximum safety and protection of both
ground and surface waters. We apologize for not being more responsive during the
public hearing period. However, we feel that our comments and concerns are valid
and should result in sufficient changes to the design and route of the Project in
order to protect the water resources of the Red River Valley.

Sincerely, =

Bruce Furness, Chairman %&W
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