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MAJOR COMMODITY COST COMPARISONS 6/29/2006

BETWEEN 2004 AND PRESENT

STRUCTURAL STEEL

The following U.S. Department of Labor Bureau of Labor Statistics are provided to indicate
steel commeoedities increases:

WPU1017-- Metals and metal products -- Steef mill products
May 2006/Jan 2004 = 167.2/115.4 = 45% increase

WPU101 — Metal and metal products -- Iron and Steel
May 2006/Jan 2004 = 183.7/134 = 37% increase

PCU332312332312121 -- Fabricated structural metal manufacturing -- lron and steel for
industrial buildings
May 2006/Jan 2004 = 190.6/143.1 = 33% increase

PIPE
The following U.S. Depariment of Labor Bureau of Labor Siatistics are provided to indicate
pipe commodities increases:
WPU101706 -~ Metals and metal products - Steel pips and tube
May 2006/Jan 2004 = 198.1/118.8 = 67% increase
PCU332996332996 -- Fabricated pipa & pipe fitting mfg -~ Fabricated pipe & pipe fitting mfg
May 2006/Jan 2004 = 214.3/1569.1 = 35% increase
From London Metal Exchange:
Nickel Metal Monthily Buying Price $/CWT, London Metal Exchange
June 2, 2006/January 1, 2004 = $1,011.34/$757.26 = 34% increase
CABLE AND WIRE

From COMMODITY ASSESSMENT, FILE NO. 142862.42.0100 SYSTEM ANALYSIS for
BiG STONE It POWER PLANT

Copper Metal Monthiy Buying Price $/CWT, London Metal Exchange

May 06/Dec 04 = $354.13/$148.77 = 138% increase

The following U.S. Department of Labor Bureau of Labor Statistics are provided to indicate
wire and cable commodities increases:

PCU3359293359291 -~ Other communication and energy wire mig -- Power wire and cable,
made in plants that draw wire
May 2006/Jan 2004 = 194.8/118.6 = 64% increase
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Options:
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Producer Price Indax-Commuoditias

Series Id: WPU1017

Not Seascnally Adjusted

Group: Metals and metal products
Ttem: Steel mill products

Base Date: 8200

Year| Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec |Annual
1996{116.6{115.2|114.7]114.91115,2]115.6|115,5]115.9]116.3|116.0§115.7}115.6]115.6
19971115.9]1116.11116.1}116.4}116.2]116.3]1116.6}116.6]116.8]116.6§116.6{116.2}1116.4
1298(115.9|115.9|115.5{115.4}115.1]115.1|114.8|114.3|113.3}111.8]110.2}108.7{113.8
19981107.1|105.7|105.41105,31104.61105.2|104.7]104.7]|104.7]105.01105.4{106,1}105.3
20001107.3|1107.9|108.5§109.7{110.2{11.0,0}109.9|108.9|108.6|107.6]106.2]105.5{108.4
20011103.8]102.71102.6§101.9§101.6/101.3]101.3{100.9]100.61100.0/95.6 |99.1 [101.3
2002198,3 198.3 199.6 1101.0|102.3{104,5|106.0|107.3[109.7{110.4}110.4]110.1]|104.8
20031109,51109.8]109.41109.6{109.0|108.8|108.4|108,43108.7{110.11110.7]112.0}109.5
20041115.41122,5{129.6§139,1]146.8{147.0]151.1]157.9;161.1]163.3}165.7]|166.7]147.2
20051169.6}169.9]166.31164.11161.0{156.2|152.7|148.1{152.0|155.6}160.2|160.4[159.7

160.6{161.1[162.6{167.2
(P) P J(P)__|(P)

P : Preliminary. All indexes are subject to revision four months after original publication.

2006(163.5

Frequently Asked Questions | Freedom of Information Act | Customer Survey

Privacy & Security Statement | Linking to Our Site | Accessibility

.S, Bureau of Labor Statistics Phone; (202) 651-5200
Postal Square Building Fax-on-demand: (202) 691-6325
2 Massachusetts Ave., NE Data questions: blsdata_staff@bls.gov
Washlington, DC 20212-0001 Technicat (weh) questions: webmaster@bls.gov

Other comments: feedback@bls.qov

http://data.bls.gov/cgi-bin/surveymost 6/27/2006
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Data extracted on: June 27, 2006 (4:03:58 £PM)

Producear Price Index-Commoditiaes

Series Id: WPU101

Not Seasonally Adjusted

Group: Metals and metal products
Item: Iron and steel

Base Date: 8200

Year| Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec |Annual
1996(127.0]126.3)125.7§125.9]126.3{126.2|125.8}126.2]126.4|125.5|124.3]124.2|125.8
1967125.5|126.6(126.21125,8§126.01126.1|126.7}126.8}126.8|126.8|127.2|127.0]126.5
1998127.0]126.6)125,7§125.51125.3{125.0|124.2;122.6{120.5|117.6}115.6|114.5]122.5
19991113.91113.8{112.9{112.8]113.1]113.8{113.4[114.0}113,9{114.3}115.5§117.1]114.0
2000(118.3}118.2}118.4]|119.0|118.4|117.6§117.1|116.2§116.1]114.7112.8|112.4{116.6
20019112.1]1110.61110.6]110.2]|109.9]109,71110.01109.9}109.6]108.6[107.6|107.3|109.7
Z0G2f107.11107.71109.01110.8|112.91114.7}115.9{117.0]118.6}118.9]118.2}117.9{114.1
Z0031118.61120,11120.7|120.71119.81119.2]1119.41120.81122.0§123.21125.0]128.4]121.5
2004}134,0§143.6/150.3|154.4|155.3§155.2]|166.0]174.2]174.0]178.91182.4|180.6]162.4
2005(181.21179.8|176.4(176.9]|170.7]162.0]160.0|161.8]169.2|168.0{173.9{173.8{171.1

175.4(176.5|179.2(183.7
Py 1™ P |(P)

P : Preliminary. All indexes are subject to revision four months after original publication.

20066(174.7

Frequently Asked Questions | Freedom of Information Act | Customer Survey

ct |
Privacy & Security Statement | Linking to Our Site | Accessibility

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics Phone: (202) £91-5200
Postal Square Building Fax-an-demand; {202) 691-6325
2 Massachusetts Ave., NE Data questions: bisdata_staff@bls.gov
Washington, DC 20212-0001 Technical (web) questions: webmaster@bls.aay

Other comments: feedhack@bls.gov

http://data.bls.gov/cgi-bin/surveymost 6/2°7/2006
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Change
Output From: 1996 - To: 2006 - @
Options:

Pata extracted on: June 20, 2006 (9:27:54 AM)

Producer Price Index Indusiry Data

Series Id: PCU332312332312121

Industry: Fabricated structural metal manufacturing
Product: Iron and steel for industrial buildings
Base Date: 8206

Year| Jan | Feb { Mar { Apr | May | 3un | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec [Annual
1996]136.8|137.01136.9|137.3|137.3|137.0§137.1|137.2}137.3{137.4|137.4{137.3|137.2
19971137.3|137.31137.81137.9}138.0{138.0}138.1]138.1}138.1}138.5|138.5|139.4}138.1
1998[139.4]139.7{140.3}141.1{141.6|142.8}142.8{142.91143,1§143.0{142.9(143.9}142.0
19991143.5{143.61143,7{143.7{143,8]143.9{143.9]144.43144,41145,1|146.7]146.9]144.5
2000]146,9{146.7]146.91146.51146.9}148.5]148.41147.7|147.7|147.7]148.4|146.7|147 .4
20011146.41146.21146.1}1145,3]145.3|144.9]|143.9]|144.1]144.2]143.4}143.6|143.5]144.7
20021143.4|142.6]142.3]142.8|142.6|142.4|142.11141.8]|141.7]141.31140,71140.4}142.0
2003|139.6|139.41139,2{138.3|138.3]1138.1|138.8{138.8]138.3(138.21139,5|141.1]139.0
20041143.17149,2{152.3}1162.11161.6§171.5{171.8|172.5|172.6J177.6|177.8{177.8|165.8
2005(178.01178.2|178.5|179.31179.31179.3]177.6|177.4{179.0|184.6{184.61184,8{1380.1

191.6[190.6/190.4{190.6
GO (GONN (GO (9

P : Preliminary. All indexes are subject to revision four months after original publication.

20061186.9

Fréquentlv Asked Questions | Freedom of Information Act | Customer Survey

Privacy & Security Statement | Linking to Quy Site | Accessibjlity

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics Phone: {202) 691-5200
Postal Square Building Fax-on-demand; (202) 691-6325
2 Massachusetis Ave,, NE Data questions: blsdata_staff@bls.qov
Washington, CC 20212-0001 Technical (web) questions: webmaster@bis.gov

Other comments: feedback@bls.qgov

http://data.bls.gov/PDQ/serviet/SurveyOutputServlet;jsessionid={0303024ab9b$3F$3FCS 6/29/2006
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Output From: 1996 - To: 2006 - (B
Options:

Minclude graphs NEW! Mare Formatting Options s
Data extracted on: June 27, 2006 (4:07:07 PM)

Producer Price Index-Commoditias

Series Id: WPU101706

Not Seasonally Adjusted

Group: Metals and metal products
Item: Steel pipe and tube

Base Data: 8206

Year| Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | 3Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec JAnnual
1996)102.9{102.8|103.3]102.91103.5§103.01103.2}103.31103.3]103.7{103.6|103.4|103.2
1997|105.2]105.2]105,4}105.8]106.0]106.9{106.8|106.9}107.7}108.6{108.7}109,2]106.9
1998]108.6]111.7}111.5]111.31111.0]111.0}110.0{109.5{109.1|108,2|106.8)104,5|109.4
1995(102.91102.8{102.0]102.4]102.0]102.0]101.5{102.2|102.21102.7(103.0]104.4]|102.5
2000§104.81104.8]105.6]|106.4]107.1}107.5]108.0{107,11107.6)107.7]106.21106.0§106.6
20011105.41104.4|104.9]104.8]104.3]104.5]104.3|104.0{103.7|103.3|102.6}102.1{104.0
2002]101.2|100.4|101.7§104,7|104.0{107,2}108.2|108.1]|110.5|111.1)111.2}111.4]106.7
2003)112.00113.61113.21113.4|112.81113.,2}113.61113.2]113.0}113,51113.6}115.1]|113.3
2004§118.8]126.2{136.4{152.6]163.4}173.3}179.1{183.9]188.6{191.11191.5|191.1]166.3
2005(165.9|196.8|157.6|196.4{195.9]193.4]|189.21188.2|189.5}1191.2]192.3|193.4]193.3

194.2(195.0}197.1[198.1
Py Py jP) (P

P : Preliminary. All indexes are subject to revision four months after original publication,

20066|196.2

Privacy & Security Statement | Linking to Our Site | Accessibility

U.5, Bureau of Labor Statistics Phone: {202) §91-5200
Postal Square Building Fax-on-demand: (202) 691-6325
2 Massachusetts Ave., NE Data questions: blsdata_staff@bls.gov
Washington, DC 20212-0001 Technical {web) questions: webmaster@bis.gov

Other comments: feedhack@bls.gov

http://data.bls.gov/PDQ/serviet/SurveyOutputServiet;jsessionid=f0307ec2945¢$3F$26$3 6/27/2006
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Output From: 1996 - To: 2006 - (D
Options: ’
[Tinclude graphs NEw! Morg Formatting Options wepe

Data extracted on: June 29, 2006 {9122:56 AM)

Producer Price Index Indusiry Data

Series Id: PCU332996332996

Industry: Fabricated pipe & pipe fitting méig
Product: Fabricated pipe & pipe fitting mfg
Base Date: 8106

Year| 3an | Feb | Mar | Apr | May { Jun | Jui | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec |Annual
1996|146.3]147.41147.9|147.91148.4]148.4}148.5{148.31149.0{148.7]148.71148.4]148.2
19971150.1]150.2)150.5)151.11151.2§151.6}152.1}152.3]152.5}152.8|152.5[{152.3|151.6
19981152.04151.9|151.41151.11151.6|151.5|150.2[{149.9]148.91149.0}148.5{147.8]150.3
19991146.11145.31144.8]145.11144.8|145.3|146.4]|146.3{146,81147.2]148.3]148,7|146.2
2000}149,71149,9{151.51151.4}151.51151.2]|151.2]151.3|151.2]152.2{152.3]152.4}151.3
20011152.8]152.61153.4|152.7j153.0]152.8{153,21153.1]152.8]152.3}152.5}153.0/152.9
2002}3152.51152.0(152.5|152,7|153,11152.9]154.0[154.7)154.31154.91155.61155,1{153.7
2003)155.11155.2]156.3]156.8|157.8]156.0]155.2|155.5]156.2]155.8{154.71156.5|155.9
2004}1159,1]1165.7}1175.71184.8)189.0]|193.1]193.7]/195.91196.1§159.1]|198.8}198.7{187.4
20051202.71202.8[204.8{205,6]|206.4]|206.4]|205.9}205.1]204.9]205.9{210.1{212.4}206.1

214.31214.1]213.8{214.3
() 1Py 1P (P

P : Preliminary. All indexes are subject to revision four months after original publication.

2006)213.4

| Customer Survey
Ac

Frequently Asked Questions | Freadom of Information Act
}

Privacy & Security Statement | Linking to Our Site cessibility
4.5, Bureau of Labor Statistics Phone: (202) 691-5200
Postal Square Building Fax-on-demand: (202) 691-6325
2 Massachusetts Ave., NE Data questions: blsdata_staff@bls.gov
Washington, DC 20212-0001 Technical {web) questions: webmaster@bis,gov

Other comments: feedback@bls.gov

hitp.//data.bls.gov/PDQ/servict/SurveyOutputServiet;jsessionid=f030165d2c29$31$237% 6/29/2006



London Metal Exchange

Je kel

$iMetric Tonne $ICWT
11172004 $18,690 757 .26
1/6/2004 $17,770 808.26
21242004 $15,610 $708.26
3112004 $14,950
41172004 $13,885
4/28/2004 $10,925
5/14/2004 $10,765[ ABRY.
5/28/2004 $11,980 .
6/11/2004 $12,630 $573.08
6/28/2004 $14,800 $671.51
07/06/04 $15,750 $714.51
07/16/04 $15,050 $682.85
07/30/04 $14,110 $640.20
8/13/2004 $13,250 $601.18
8/20/2004 $12,870 $583,04
9M0/2004 $12,275 [t CREma
912412004 $14,750 $669.24
10/8/2004 $16,585 $752.50.
10/22/2004 $13,410 {%i;méﬁéy@ﬁ
11/6/2004 $14,030 636:57.
11/19/2004 $13,800 seza 13
12/3/2004 $13,075 RIS
12/17/2004 $13,305 $603 68
1213172004 $15,200]. $680.86°
1114/2008 $14,660
1128/2008 $14,625%
2/41/2005 $15,270
2/25/2006 $16,130
311/2005 $16,206)
3/25/2005 $16,850
4/8/2005 $16,420) 37
A4122/2006 $16,245 [ERinarainna
516/2005 $16,795}
5/20/2005 $16,740 0
6/3/2005 s17.200.
6/17/2005 $16,650
71120056 $14,3508%
71512005 $14,705 572
7/20/2005 $14,450 AR HARE AN
8/12/2005 $15,850 $705.54;
8/26/2006 $15,015 $681.26
9/8/2005 $14,800 $671.51
9/23/2005 $13,810 $626.59
101712005 313,000 $593.92
10/21/2005 $11,800 $535.39
117412005 §11,5504 $524 8]
11/18/2005 $11,925 $541.06
12/2/2005 $12,670 $574.86
12/16/2006 $13,500 $612.52
12/30/2005 $13,375 SA0RER
11312006 $14,400 $653.36
1/27/2006 $14,700 $666.07
2/9/2606 $15.270 $692.63
2/24/2006 $14,760 $669.69
3M10/2008 $14,6501 . - BEE4T0
312442006 $15,080
AITI2006 $16,650 $755.44
412112006 $19,150 $868.87
5/5/2006 $19,945 $904.95
5/19/2006 $21,070 $955.99
6/2/2006 $222901  $1,011.34




Big Stone !l Power Plant

Commodity Assessment

Structural Steel & Copper Pricing Trends

Structural Steel
Monthly Buying Price $/ton
Auto Scrap Auto Scrap : T;l;{ Scrap Mili Mill Price to
Bascline Surcharge Price Charges Fabricators
' Dec 03 $162 $0 $162 $278 $440
| Dee 04 162 M3 | 305 333 638
Dec0s | 162 103 268 418 583
Janc06 | 162 88 250 | 433 1 ey
Feb 06 62 | e s 458 683
Mar 06| 162 88 250 433 633
Apr *06 162 88 o250 433 683
Mwos | e | 6 | o2 s 0o
Copper Metal Monthly Buying Price $/ton | ]
London Me_tﬂl EXChaP_gE NYMEX
Per Metnic COMEX
Ton $ Per Pound CWT CWT
Dec 03 $2,700.0 $0.90 $90.15 $108.50
Dec 04 32790 1.49 $148.77 148.70
Dec ‘05 45840 2.08 $207.99 199.00
Yan ‘06 4,942.0 224 $224.23 223.40
Feb06 | 49650 225 | $225.27 220.80
Mar 06 52605 | 239 $238.68 23945
Apri06 | 67060 304 | $304.26 310.50
j@_‘g _____ | 78050 $354.13 349.10

BSP Il 652306-0

A2

142682.42.0100
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Change
Output From: 1996 - 7o 2006 - (D
Options:

[Cinclude graphs NEW! More Formatting Options g
Data extracted on: June 29, 2006 {9:25:33 AM)}

Producer Price Index Industiy Data

Series Id: PCU3359203359291

Industry: Other communication and energy wire mfg

Product:: Power wire and <¢able, made in plants that draw wire
Bagse Date: §212

Year| Jan | Feb | Mar } Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec |Annual
1996{119.71120.0]120.3)121.0§123.41120.1|116.2}116.1]115.7|117.6{116.0]117.2}118.6
18971118.01118.11120.2j118.6]119.9}115.5)119.6)119.3]|117.7§116.5|115.5{114.0]118.1
1998|112.7|112.61112.71113.64112. 1]111.8}111.4]111.0{111.6]112.3]1112.0{110.8§112.1
19991110.2[110.01111.2{110.9;110.1|109.9|110.7{109.6]112.81113.3{114.4]112.6}111.3
2000[113.6|1115.9]120.7]|122.3]124.0|120.9(118.3{118.4{118.9|118,11118.,8{117.3]118.9
20011117,71117.8]116.5|114.5|113.2|113.8/109.6{112.3}111,.5{110.2{109.9{108.8{113.0
20021110.41110.21111,2]110.4{112.4}111.9}110.0{109.4]|108.6{107.6[106.41108.11109.7
2003|110.6§108.21110.8{110.2|116,9{118.3|114.2}119.5]1159,21116.4[116.8{115.5|114.7
2004f118.61120.11119.6|128.3{123.7|122.8]122.5|122.0]125.0{134.1}137.3]132.8|125.6
2005§132.91137.71139.5|139.3{137.1{142.2]151.9]146.4]|153.9J155.11168.3|177.4[148.5

170.8]175.2|183.2(194.8
GO [ Gio I (o T (€0

P : Preliminary. Ail indexes are subject to revision four months after original publication,

2006(176.1

Frequently Asked Questions | Freedom of Information Act | Customer Survey
Privacy & Security Statement | Linking to Qur Site | Accessibility

U.5, Bureau of Labhor Statistics Phone: {202) 691-5200
Postal Square Building Fax-on-demand: (202) 691-6325
2 Massachusetts Ave., NE Data questions: bisdata statf@bls.gov
Washington, DC 20212-0001L Technical (web) guestions: webmaster@bis.gov

Other comiments: feedback@bls.qov

hitp://data.bls.gov/PDQ/serviet/Survey OutputServlet;jsessionid=f030290fc4c$ 1 781385 /2972006



