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The debate over the proposed Big stone il power plant heats up
as scientists predict testricting carbon dioxide emissions will prove costly.

Birds fly over ottertail Power co.'s Big stone power ptant near Big stone, s.D., on Dec. 6, ,oou, 
"i'iLiJitJJT;äa  320 -ac re  coo l i ng  pond  ad jacen t  t o  i t ,  The  p lan t  i s  one  o f , , t h ree  coa l -bu rn ing  p lan ts  i n  t he  reg ion  tha t  p roduce

69 percent of Ottedail's electricity. Built in 1975, the plant employs 75 people, has a'capacity of 4bO megawatts and uses
subbituminous coal, some corn and shredded used-tire chips as fuelsources.

Payl ng
At a glance
Þ Eackground; Coal is the
cheapest fuel for generating
electricity, but the cost,.will climb
if l imits apply to greenhouse
gas emissions.
Þ At stake: North Dakota.
where more than g0 percent of
power comes from burning
lignite, has some of the nation's
cheapest electricity ¡ but every
year generates more than
50 million metric tons of carbon
dioxide, a source of global
warming.
Þ In dispute: Environmental
advocates contend that
customers could be stuck with
big bil ls for new conventional
coal-burning power plants if
carbon dioxide emissions are
taxed or restricted.

lf you go
Þ What: Nor.th Dakota Public
Service Commission public
input sessions regarding Big
Stone ll partners' request for an
advance determination of
prudence, which would allow
the utilities to recover deþt
costs during plant construction.
Þ Bismarck: 7 p.m. Feb. 5,
PSC hearing room, 12th floor,
state Capitol, north center doo¡
612 E. Boulevard Ave.
Þ Jamestown:7 p.m.
Feb. 12, Stutsman County Law
Enforcement Centet 205 6th
st. s.E. ,

Rise in power cost tikÐfywith COZ eW

the
:

he proposed Big Stone
II power plant near
Milbank. S.D.. u¡ould

-L help meet the glouring
electricity demands of
2.3 million customers in five
states.

The coal-burning plant also
would release an estimated
4.5 million tons of carbon
dioxide, a major greenhouse
gas, into the atmosphere every
year, according to one estimate.

For that reason, the
$1.6 billion plant has found
itself the target of heavy
opposition from
environmentalists and
renewable energy advocates.

Some, Iike the Sierra Club,
want to biock new coal-fired
po\.ver plants because of rising
worries about global warming.

Opponents seize on the
possible financiai
consequehces of a future of
restricted carbon dioxide
emissions - a move that could
raise the cost of coal-fired
electricity, especially from

prfce

plaËms
Þ Todáyl Carbon restrictions
loom' over coal's future
Þ Monday: Finding consensus
on regulating greenhouse gases
Þ Tuesday: Congressional
roundup on climate change
policy

rir¡g the

lm North Dakotan
liertite coa¡ is lqãmg

conventional plants that can't
trap the greenhouse gas before
it leaves the smokestack.

The battle over Big Stone is
largely playing out in
Minnesota, where most of the
power willflow - but also down
wind from the plant, just two
miles from the border and
111 miles south of Fargo-
Moorhead.
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