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Execut ive  Secre tarY 1 l

North Dakota Publ ic Service Commissior ' r

S ta te  Cap i to l  Bu i ld . ing  ;
B i s m a r c k ,  N D  5 8 5 0 5 - 0 4 8 0  r

i
Re Advanced Determination of Prudence

P U  0 6 - 4 8 2 ,  P U  0 6 -  4 B l
Biq St .one I I

Dear Madam Secretary,

Dakota  Resource  Counc i l  submi ts  and or ig ina l  and seven

cop ies  o f  a  Pet i t ion  to  InLervene in  the  above re fe renced

hearing concerning the Advance Determinat ion of Prudence

App l ica t ion  f i led  by  MDU and Ot te r  Ta i l  Power  Corp .  on

T h e  B i g  S t o n e  I I  c o a l  f i r e d  e l e c t r i c i t y  g e n e r a t i n g  p r o j e c t

in  South  Dakota .

Pfease acknowledge receipt  o f  t .he t imely  f i l ing of  these
d.ocumenLs on February 1'5, 200'7 by signing and returning
th is  le t ter  to  me at  the above address.
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THE
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D¡II(OTA

In bhe MaEter of the APPlícations

of otuer rarr iå"ãï-cbii'oraLíon ïå""
ila o-u For an 'Advance
il"Ë";itatiol of Prudence
ä;" i l -e iø^gto""  r r

Cenerat ing PLanc

Petltion to Xnterqene

In the aibove

Advar¡ce o"t"io"ti"" ãt ptoaence Hearing

By

Mark Trechock
Dakote iã"oott" Councí].

1. Mark rrechock is a rarepay.: ?_l_IÎ: t l t" 
Dakota

utl i t ies .rra i" o, *"y_Ëe adverse-Iy, ef f  ected by the

proposed ;Ï; t ; t ;-:F^l;;"ã-_rr 
submitted to the

Publíc Service Cornmissiãn--of the State of North

Ðakot 'a  t "ã 'ñ  ã-suustani iur  inÈerest  in  the

Proceeding '

2 .  Mark Trechock is  a lso Staf f  Ði rector  o f  the Dakota

Resource Council , dfl.",,\]iiã*enta1 grroup organízed in

t h e " t . c " - ã Ë . î ã ' å r ' - p " k o t ã a n d a p p e a r s f o r D R C a l s o '
DRc is aaaii ionally a rate payer of MDU'

3. Part ies includ'e Olt9l-Tui l  Corporat ion of îatgo'

resistered asent 999:s: ;l xotä* ß3-4 18* Ave sw

Sui te 2Oo'Põ=Bã" gfS6 Fargo NÐ 58106-9L56 '

4 . P a r t i e s i n c l u d e M o n t a n a D a k o t a U t i l i t i e s C p r p o r a t i o n '
M D U R e s o " ; ; ; ; G r o u p r n c ' r e g í s t e r e d a g r e n t C - T - c o r p
S v s t e m s g i ã - E . " t r i r a y e r ' e v e - P o B o x 4 0 O B i s m a r c k , N D
sásoz -o4oo

5. The rntrervener wil l  present evidence t 'hough cross

examinaËiot--""a7ãi ait"" i-- iestimony including but not

i i* i t"a co trÏre foLlowíng;

n o ,  P Í J - 0 6 - 4 8 2

no. Pu 06-48I

a .  B i g  S t o n e  I Ï  w i l L  e m i t  m o r e  t h a n  4 ' 7  m i l l i o n  t o n s

of CO2 annual lY'

b. FederallY mandated
be exPected ín the

greenhouses gas
near future' The

1

reduct ions can
House Sc ience



c .

iî:"ïi "H*ini, :iËi I :i: :îî:, ; ¿ ii:ii:'aiiliå:'å''*
Ëh;"* t::ïl:å"li',3Ëiï,!,i" rl 

- ã-o_yt r-
Report P::t:ï"ü"-io*d pt www. ípcc ' cn '
öhã repõrt 9." !1_-f31".f,I. workins Group rt1_:Í-

îfã' ,;:5;'î I î "':î:äi :l :il';"i;; ; ;ãFí e"' ? - ä o'" "'"""
::ï: : ":",::::ii:::liil"li!*r*i!:î:lît"üår"l g :'
ËJtç F'q". :ffåån:ã:"'" 

n
commi tÈee as

The House websi t"  Í?t  - the^€cience 
and Technology

commítte," 'L fËn, ü"*ill":;31ffi:;ä"ä olÏî""n
:kÏi:'|ff ::iilåi'E!:ii*å-ä;;ï;;; includins
carbon t . ' " t "ä-úï  ããur  f i red '  e lecLr ic i ty

generatring Plants'

Publíc opinion suppoS:s,: l fbot regulation' Ä

sì-rmmer 2006 'iåglîpZtf 
ilu:;ãt"t 

tr'tu 722 of

l ike1v .rot"t"-åãiçä* IP:^T;;"ui"" 
should be taken

to reguire *uiãË-industri::-t; reduce g¡reenhouse

qas emission"';; i*ptor¡u the-environment wíLhout

Ëarming the economy'

d .

e. Expert uestimony P?Iof:^the 
Minnesota Public

ut i l i t ies commissig" 1i4;ãtã" 
the Big Stone r I

developet"-ñãlã not adequately considered Lhe

future cost '  of greenhty¡t- iãõüttt ' iott in building

the propo"ãa-ptõ ject '  - inctualng 
thg cost  o f

retrofi t t ing the prop":Îd site to forthcoming

carbon emisãion règrulation' Expert testimony in

Minnesot" i iãiäulãã !hu:-ptoiecied 
carbon prices

may inct"t"ä*Ëñä-pigiecteã aánual costs of Bis

srone -- oo"sãï-r1o- çí+2. áirriott dolLars annuallv'

These costJ iã"rã-tnen be passed on to Lhe

ratepayers '

f  .  Many sËaEes íncluding^ Californj 'a'  KenEucky'

Minneso"., '¡¿o"i* a' btegon and washington State

require companies to account for the emj'ssíons oÏ

;;Ë';-rro.t"ä'-õäses in their plannins'

g .  Many Elect r ic  Ut i l i t ies (Af l iant '  Exelon '  XceI '

pacif icorp ãna-ñorthwest Energry alreadv consider

the proj".t iã" of long term cãinon cosLs ín their

busÍness Planning'

h. The US remalns Lhe largest contrr ibLrÈor Èo global

emiss ions of  heat  Crapping pol1utat t9" '  Coal

f ired 
"r"" i i iäãl-g"t"tát ión 

is trhre largestr source

of ttrese 
"*iã"iott l  

i t t  the Uníted States '



6 .

i .  There is currenEl{ lo-:o*ercial 
or economically

avai labr 
"*åäËñãã'tor 

- 
poäTl;"'Ñ; : i :: 

removal o t

carbon rtoiì'-Jtõ etcrivícãi p"rv"rj'zed coal planus

i Ïk ; -a ig  s tone r r '

j r10r11:?k:::,:'Ë:':"å.i:ffiíiåË?e;"i!ï;lå:å.ï? -^-.
does noc
proceedr';n:;åãi"-¡f i ' :ä:*öt;-iãsisrãLÍvehistorv
Zt4g-02-T, .n ] " . ,q ' t tJ -* t . i " t , ' j 'e re in t roducedto
establisn'Ér'ä[-ti"9 :r'r:iqv .wã; 1?:-"' -"*pensive 

tnan

coar as -  ;ä; ; t ; -of  eLeãÉ?i" power'  when tk¡e cogË '

of co2 mrt isat í t l  i : - - : :#;ãã=ãá' .Tl :  
t 'wo at t .acrreq

exhibitrs ;;; introdu""ä-lo th" legislauive

commítte"*i iãi '-Ëãlti*o"i 
i" iuuot ót 4e-02-23 '

k.  Bíg Stone I Ï  wi l l  t ransi t  power across stratre

1ínes ' reaåiaï-ñãgur"c"tv !ra1a'aue1 ?f 
carbon

emission"ïiîÏ "ãË' 
¡t urr-oi¿ta bv a single state

;;t;t" in North Dakota '

The Big Stone II-proje-:: ' i : planned t'o begin

construct ion in 2008. y i l l  .  i i t t " ty complet ion date an

z o L t o ] . 2 o L 2 . - i , , _ i i g h t o f t i , ã - L * I å ' t o k t r } r e g l . o b a l
w a r m í n g c r i s i s - ä , . ã E r , " " o * * i i * ã ' ' t o f t h e C o n g r e s s t . o
enacL f.dttt i-d;ä";;ã "utuott 

rêgulations ' íE ís noL

reaEonabrv pr.rääït-u".¡"gin construction of Bis stone

rr witho.r" -"*äi; iv;rt, 9¡-;t;b;; 
resrulat' ion costs anc'

Ëñ" i ;  àf tect  on the.rate Payer '

rhe presenr B]e st.ong ll^lí:Ei:åt,"îii"l#::y:".1!.*.
inir-.i" federal carbon r-eguJ

unfair b,rrde'i*aiä-""ïuir surprise on NÐ ratepayers '

Ë;äi;s-Hu tizi seeks to al1ow the Psc Lo pass

Èhrough f.¿ttãi ã""i io*ental mandate costs to

the rate Payer'

Joseph Romm (Phd Physics, MfT) a former act ing

assistanË t" t tËË"tv 'ãt  t -he, Department of r ' r rergy '

noLes in his 
'lã*t-tft"t 

¡lor¿h bakota tras enoug¡h wínd

energry Eo supply 16- pTc:l! of the electrícitv of the

lower 48 statäs-withóut emitting 93fb?t: 
'Joseph Romm'

He11 and H igr r -w" tã i ,  rsBN numbei  978-o-06- t t72L2-0  a t

page L6g. Publ ished 'Tanuary 2OO7 '  This al ternat ive'

without 
".tooi*ãåãt", 

exisis' and wil l bring the

sLream of irr"ä*ã-iirå Notrh Dakota. The manufacture

and ínst.rr.t ' iäi äÏ-i l t iÀ wind enersrv svstem will

furttrer "*tr-rrä"t,.ãi"ãäã-"nd 
economié growth in North

Dakota .

rhe intervener opposes the 
"qpt"Y-11-:: It 

advance

determination of prudence and requests it be denj-ed'

7 .

8 .

9 .



Alternatively' th" : lC-lu' 
the authoríty to ftqg?:t

the movi"é-påities to 1"U*it 
a n9y ptãpä"tf ín light

of  t r re a¡ ivã*îJäJã" under 4e-05-L6'  '

10. The PSc does h?*':-::t;1nuinø 
jurisdictíon :u;r;:det 49'-

I?- lf;"';,í;,l"i*Ï,íãÏä"F**: i:iä:'ïi:ääËi''iu
that 

"t 
Jti"t otd"" "u'"t"¿å;t;-titoui¿ 

be modified

and or revoked'

fullY sr;trmitted f.ot
ReçPect'f lJ.rY ÞLrs¡r¡¿

:f^7 ü"W "X*., D i c k en s onND

AEtorn
7 t7 tl^Ii
Bísmar
ND Bar

( . ,

"'3\ ,A''{^"

John W. Breen
iams Streêt
,  ND 5850L
D 05492
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