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My name is Jerry Lein.  I am employed as a Public Utility Analyst within the 
Public Utility Division of the Public Service Commission.  The purpose of my testimony 
is to explain and provide support for changes proposed to the Commission’s 
administrative rules in section 69-09-02-35 of the North Dakota Administrative Code. 
This section adopts the National Electric Safety Code (NESC) by reference. 

The NESC is updated periodically, with a new edition issued every five years. 
The changes proposed would simply adopt the latest NESC 2007 Edition instead of the 
previously adopted 2002 Edition.  The purpose of adopting the 2007 Edition is to 
ensure that North Dakota safety requirements keep pace with industry standards.  In 
practice, the utilities are very committed to safety and are already applying the 2007 
Edition.  

A summary of changes for the 2007 Edition is attached to my testimony. 

A small entities analysis under N.D.C.C. section 28-32-08 was prepared with the 
conclusion that any costs of small entity compliance with this proposed rule update are 
expected to be minimal or non-existent. 

A regulatory analysis under N.D.C.C. section 28-32-08 was not performed 
because no requests were received and because the proposed rule is not expected to 
have an impact on the regulated community in excess of fifty thousand dollars. 

A takings assessment under N.D.C.C. section 28-32-09 was prepared with the 
conclusion that the proposal is not a taking or regulatory taking.   

That concludes my testimony.  Thank You. 












