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to the St. Catherine School gym. It
was changed from a church din--
ner to a nondenominational one.
Last year, 661 people were
served (including take-outs), and
the year before that it was 800.
Attendance depends on the
weather. Fiegen says the dinner,
however, has never been canceled
because of bad weather.. =
Although the dinner is meant

to bring people together, meals -

will be dehvered to shut-ins or
for those:who can’t drive, or who
can’t make it to the dinner for one
reason or another.

The free dinner is served from
6.to 7:30 pm. Dec. 24 in the '

St. Catherine School gymnasium.
Delivered meals go out earlier.

_ Chef Jeremy Schwab, owner of
the Viking Room restaurant, has
enlisted the facilities of the Eagles
Aerie to prepare food. He will
cook turkeys, carrots and yams.

It is hoped that Tom Martin,
the VFW manager and ¢hef, will
be well enough to also cook, as he
did last year. Martin is recovering
from heart surgery and Fiegen
says if he is well enough to cook,
her husband, Dick, may help him.

Traditional meal

The traditional Christmas Eve
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“This year has been an extremely tough year for
many of our citizens because of the flood, and we
need to continue to work as a community to provide
‘a special night for those of us who would be alone. It’ s

the season to share.”

- Rayma Fiegen
Organizer

meal will consist of turkey and

ham with all the trimmings. Just

~about all the food is donated by

people and businesses in the com-
munity. If some food is still need-
ed, the Christmas Eve committee
chips in and helps out.

Drug Plastics will donate about
10 turkeys. The turkeys are gener-
ally-de-boned and weigh about 14
pounds.

It is hoped that a donation of”

ham will again come from the
Viking Bowling League, and Bob

homemade oyster stew. Chef
Norm Erber of Oriska is again
volunteering his cooking trailer
for the dinner.

Candy is donated by Pamida,
Leevers and MarketPlace Foods.
Valley Meat is providing the tur-
key giblets, and Midwest Dairy is
donating all the dairy products for

. the dinner.

Desserts, cookies; bars and salad

donations are still needed. Bring .-
them to the church on Chiristmas.

Eve before 5 p m.

1ke in other cities, Valley C1tys meant to be gathermg to eat and socialize

Volunteers

Pat Hansen, director of South
Central Services, is providing
transportation for the dinner. She
says anyone who knows they will

need a ride to the dinner should-

call the Senior Citizens Center at
845-4300 as soon as possible.

“The sooner the better;” Hansen
says, so there isn’t so much confu-
sion on Christmas Eve. People
may call the Senior Center until
noon on Dec. 24. After that, they
should call St.'Catherine Church
at 845-0354 or Hansen on her cell
phone, 840-2658. k

Hansen is providing msulated

carriers for bulk food that keeps it

warm for up to five hours. These
are needed to transport bulk food,
such as turkeys: and ham that are
cooked at the Eagles or VFW Club
to St. Catherine, where volunteers
are waiting to get it served.

The food service at Valley City

State University, Sodexho, will also

help with the delivery of meals.
_Many people, . organizations
and businesses prefer to make
monetary contributions, which is
also welcomed. They may be sent

“to the church marked “Christmas

Eve Dinner;” or dropped off at the
church ofﬁce
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA :
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION’
Public Service Commission

Qwest Performance Assurance Plan
Investigation

'Casé No. PU-06-58

Public Service Commission .
Qwest Performance Assurance Plan,
Investigation-

Case No. PU-07-256

Public Service Commission

Qwest Performance Assurance Plan
Investigation .
Case No. PU-08-920

NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY FOR
COMMENT AND NOTICE OF
OPPORTUNITY FOR HEARING
November 25, 2009
Preliminary Statement
For telecommunications companies
that have, or intend to have, an
agreement with Qwest Corporation
(Qwest) for interconnection services,
Qwest offers a Performance -
Assurance Plan (PAP) option. A PAP
provides for self-executing payments
to the competitive local exchange car-
rier (CLEC) if Qwest does not provide
interconnection services to the CLEC .
at parity to the service it provides to its
own retail customers, or if Qwest fails
to meet certain service benchmarks.
The PAP provides for periodic reviews

measures should.bg added:to, deleted
from, or modified; whether benchmark:
standards should be' modified or
replaced by parity standards; and’
whether to move a classification of a
performance . measurement to* High,
Medium, or Low or Tier 1 to Tier 2.
Participants of the review may include
Qwest, CLECs, and the Commission.
PAP revisions approved by the
Commission as a result of. such
reviews apply to existing and future
interconnection -agreements that
incorporate the PAP. The most recent
PAP revision was effective beginning
January 1, 2008, as approved in Case
No PU-06-58. That proceeding was
continued in the event an' ongoing
multistate  Regional  Oversight”
Committee review might result in fur-
ther PAP or performance measure-
ment changes.

On June 13, 2007, the Commission
joined in a muitistate collaborative
audit of Qwest's PAP. performance
reporting and payment process for
calendar year 2005, Case No. PU-07-
256. The Final Report for the Audit of
2005 Qwest’s Performance
Assurance Plans by Liberty
Consulting Group was issued ’
November 30, 2007. The report is
available for viewing and downloading
from the Commission’s internet site at
http://www.psc.state.nd.us/data-
base/documents/07-0256/014-
010.pdf.

On December 17, 2008, the
Commission joined in. a multistate
review of the effectiveness of the PAP
and whether its continuation is neces-
sary, Case No. -PU-08-920. The
review was a multistate effort organ-
ized by the Regional Oversight
Committee. On February 11, 2009,
the Commission issued a Notice of
Qwest Performance Assurance Plan
Review and Notice of Opportunity for
Comment in Case No. PU-08-920, for
comments from interested persons on
trends in Qwest performance in pro-
viding interconnection, comments on

- the structural components of the PAP .

and performance measures, stake-
holder recommendations and experi-
ences with the PAP and performance
measures, and commenis on the
competitive environment. The Notice

ctmatard theat thea CAarmmrmioeciarn sarat el

.Tony.Clark, Commissioner

-Qwest:Performance Assurance Plan

. Public’ S :
* Qwest PerformanceAssurance Plan

" PUBLIC NOTICE

parity standards.
5. Whether the actual volume of data
points have been less or greater than
anticipated, and, if so, whether there
is justification for the reclassification of
a performance measurement.

* Any disputes regarding adding, delet-

ing, or modifying performance meas-
urements will be resolved by the
Commission.

A copy.of Qwest's performance meas-
ures and the PAP may be obtained
from the Commission. For more infor-
mation contact the North Dakota
Public Service Commission, State
Capitoi, Bismarck, North Dakota
58505, (701) 328-2400; or Relay
North Dakota 1-800-366-6888 TTY. If
you.require any auxiliary aids or serv-
ices, such as readers, signers, or
Braille materials, please notify the
Commission at least 24 hours in
advance. )

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Kevin Cramer, Chairman
Brian P. Kalk, Commissione!

(December 3, 2009)
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. Public Service Commission

Qwest Performance Assurance Plan
Investigation

Case No. PU-08-920

NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY FOR
COMMENT AND NOTICE OF
OPPORTUNITY FOR HEARING
November 25, 2009

Preliminary Statement

For telecommunications companies
that have, or intend to have, an agree-
ment with Qwest Corporation (Qwest)
for interconnection services, Qwest
offers a Performance Assurance Plan
(PAP) option. A PAP provides for self-
executing payments to the competi-
tive local exchange carrier (CLEC) if
Qwest does not provide interconnec-
tion services to the CLEC at parity to

the service it provides to its own retail-

customers, or if Qwest fails to meet
certain service benchmarks.

The PAP provides for periodic reviews
to determine whether performance
measures should be added to, deleted
from, or modified; whether benchmark
standards should be modified: or
replaced by parity standards; and
whether to move a classification of a
performance measurement to High,
Medium, or Low or Tier 1 to Tier 2.
Participants of the review may include
Qwest, CLECs, and the Commission.
PAP revisions approved by the
Commission as a result of such
reviews apply to existing and future
interconnection  agreements  that
incorporate the PAP. The most recent
PAP revision was effective beginning
January 1, 2008, as approved in Case
No PU-06-58. That proceeding was
continued in the event an ongoing
multistate  Regional  Oversight
Committee review might result in fur-
ther PAP or performance measure-
ment changes.

On June 13, 2007, the Commission
joined in a multistate collaborative
audit of Qwest's PAP performance
reporting and payment process for
calendar year 2005, Case No. PU-07-
25((5\ The Final Report for the Audit of
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changes to the PAP and performance
measures, .and makes several find-

ings. that may have affected Qwest's .

reported performance results or pay-
ments under the PAP

The report is available for viewing and
downloading from the Commission’s
internet site at:
http://www.psc.state.nd.us/data-
base/documents/08-0920/018-
020.pdf

with appendices at:
hitp://www.psc.state.nd.us/data-
base/documents/08-0920/018-
010.pdf.

Comments and requests for hearing
must be filed by January 15, 2010.
Comments should address the follow-

ing:
1. Whether there exists an omission or
failure of existing performance meas-
ures to capture intended performance.
2. Where there is duplication of anoth-
er performance measurement.

3. Whether such omission, failure, or
duplication of a performance measure
justifies the addition, modification, or
removal of a performance measure.
4. Whether any benchmark standards
should be modified or replaced by
parity standards.

5. Whether the actual volume of data
points have been less or greater than
anticipated, and, if so, whether there
is justification for the reclassification of
a performance measurement.
Any:disputes .regarding. adding, delet-
ing, or modifying performance meas-

" urements will be resolved by the

Cormnmission. - -

A copy of Qwest’s performance meas-
ures and the PAP may be obtained
from the Commission. For more infor-
mation contact the North Dakota
Public Service Commission, State
Capitol, Bismarck, North Dakota
58505, (701) 328-2400; or Relay
North Dakota 1-800-366-6888 TTY. If
you require any auxiliary aids or serv-
ices, such as readers, signers, or
Braille materials, please notify the
Cé)mmtsston at least 24 hours in
adval

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
Tony Clark, Commissioner

Kevin Cramer, Chairman

Brian P. Kalk, Commissioner

(December 3, 2009)
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION -
FirstLink

211 Designation

Application

Case No. PU-09-71

NOTICE OF OPPOHTUNITY FOR
HEARING

November 25, 2009

The Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) has designated
the 211 dialing code to provide direct
access 1o organizations providing
community information and referral
services that are currently not avail-
able through the 911 emergency code
or the 311 police non-emergency
code.

On September 24, 2003, the
Commission designated the Mental
Health Association in North Dakota
(MHAND), as the user of the 211 dial-
ing code in North Dakota.

On March 7, 2007, the Commission
authorized ‘MHAND to- subcontract
211 operations within North Dakota.
MHAND has been subcontracting with
FirstLink for the provision of 211 oper-
ations in Cass County.

In its October 30, 2009 letter, MHAND
notified the Commission that, due to
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