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Honorable Dennis R. Walaker
Mayor, City of Fargo
209 3rd St. N.
Fargo, ND 58102

Re:	 Otter Tail Power Company - CapX - Public Convenience & Necessity - PU-10-606
Northern States Power Company - CapX - Public Convenience & Necessity - PU-10-607

Dear Mayor Walaker:

Thank you for your letter of 29 November 2010 regarding the proposed CapX2020
project in North Dakota. Your letter references the two captioned Commission cases. The
commission discussed your letter at the administrative matters portion of its regular meeting on 8
December 2010 and asked me to respond.

We appreciate your interest in the project and your input. The two cases you mentioned
are the two applications for certificates of public convenience and necessity (PCN) under
N.D.C.C. Ch. 49-03.1 (one for each North Dakota regulated utility involved in the project).
Normally, location issues are not issues in PCN cases.

However, the project must also be sited under North Dakota's Energy Conversion and
Transmission Facility Siting Act (N.D.C.C. Ch. 49-22). The siting case number for this project
is PU-07-759, although no siting application has yet been filed. When it is filed, formal legal
notice will be published and sent to legislators and city and county officials in the affected area.
A hearing will be held in the county in which the line is to be located.

Please understand that because the siting case will be a formal case before the
Commission, both written and verbal comments submitted to the Commission outside the
hearing are not part of the formal evidentiary record on which the decision must be based.
However, comments that are not part of the formal record may form the basis for investigation
and testimony that may become part of the formal record. Comments become part of the formal
record when they are made or submitted at the formal hearing, where they must be made under
oath and subject to cross-examination.
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Enclosed is a brochure that explains more about formal cases before the commission.
The brochure can also be found at the following link: http://www.psc.nd.govidocs/ysk/pud-2-
participation-process.pdf.

We look forward to seeing you at the hearing and receiving your comments and
testimony on the project once the siting case is filed.

Thank you again for your letter. If you have more questions, please call or e-mail me
(ijs@nd.gov) or Scott Sheldon (sfsheldon@nd.gov ).

Best regards,
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Illona A. Jeffcoat-Sa
General Counsel
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