Darrin F. Lahr

XCE’ Ener g y" Supervisor, Siting and Land Rights

8701 Monticello Lane

RECEIVED Maple Grove, Minnesota 55369

Phone: (952) 493-1808
JUN 07 2012

Fax: (612) 573-4050
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Darrell Nitschke, Executive Secretary
North Dakota Public Service Commission
Department 408

600 East Boulevard Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

N

June 7, 2012

Re: Northern States Power Company Fargo-Monticello MN
345 kV Cap-X Transmission Line Siting Application
Case No. PU-07-759

Dear Mr. Nitschke:

Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation, hereby submits to
the North Dakota Public Service Commission the Affidavit of Darrin I. Lahr and
Schedules 1 to 3. This filing is intended to serve as an amendment to the Late-Filed
Exhibit 32.

The Company also writes to inform the Commission that the City of Mapleton
approved a conditional use permit on June 5, 2012 for the route proposed in this
proceeding. A copy of the permit will be forwarded under separate cover when it is
received.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

107 PU-07-759 Filed: 6/7/2012 Pages: 15
Amendment to late-filed Exhibit 32 - Affidavit of
Darrin Lahr and Schedules 1to 3

Northern States Power Company

Darrin Lahr

Email: darrin.flahr@xcelenergy.com




Sincerely,

S

Darrin I. Lahr

Supervisor, Siting and Land Rights,
Xcel Energy Services Inc., as agent for
Northern States Power Company,

a Minnesota corporation

cc:  Jerry Lein
Mitch Armstrong
Erik Johnson
Dean Kraft

4717138vl



NORTH DAKOTA

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY Case No. PU-07-759
FARGO-MONTICELLO MN 345 KV

CAP-X TRANSMISSION LINE SITING

APPLICATION

AFFIDAVIT OF DARRIN F. LAHR

STATE OF MINNESOTA )

) ss

COUNTY OF WRIGHT )

I, Darrin F. Laht, under oath, state the following:

Introductory Information.

1.

My name is Darrin F. Lahr and T am a Supervisor of Siting and Land Rights for
Xcel Energy Services Inc., as agent for Northern States Power Company, a
Minnesota corporation (“Xcel Energy” or the “Company”), Applicant in the
above-referenced case.

As Supervisor of Siting and Land Rights, I am the Company employee
responsible for all State permitting activities related to the North Dakota
portion of the Fargo to Monticello 345 kV Transmission Project (“Fargo
Project”).

I am the same Darrin Lahr that testified before the North Dakota Public
Service Commission (the “Commission”) at the hearing for the above-
referenced case held in Fargo, North Dakota on January 30, 2012 (the
“Hearing”) and I am the same Darrin Lahr that was the Affiant in the Affidavit
submitted on February 27, 2012 in this proceeding.

The purpose of this Affidavit is to provide information to the Commission
related to the resolution of the assessment of mitigation options for the Kraft
property with respect to the airstrips. This information is intended to serve as
an amendment to Late-Filed Exhibit 32 in the above-referenced case.



Resolution of Routing Issues Related to the Kraft Airstrips.

5.

10.

11.

12,

At the Hearing, the Company was asked to provide a late-filed exhibit
regarding mitigation options of the airstrips owned by Mr. Dean Kraft, who
also testified at the Hearing. This exhibit was labeled as Late-Filed Exhibit 32.

On February 27, 2012, T submitted an Affidavit providing an update to the
Commission on the Company’s efforts to mitigate impacts to Kraft’s airstrips.

Since that time, the Company has continued to talk with Mr. Kraft and
surrounding landowners to identify options to address Mr. Kraft’s concerns.

The Company is pleased to report that we have identified a route alternative for
the Fargo Project that addresses Mr. Kraft’'s concerns and is agreeable to all
affected landowners (“Kraft Alternative”). The Kraft Alternative, shown on
the map provided as Schedule 1 to this Affidavit, is fully contained within the
Proposed Corridor that was evaluated in this proceeding. The Kraft
Alternative does not impact any Exclusion Areas or Avoidance Areas, as
provided for in the Commission’s regulations.

The Company has also evaluated the Kraft Alternative in the context of the
Federal Aviation Authority (“FAA”) regulations that would apply if the Kraft
airstrips were operated as a private airport. (The Kraft airstrips are not
governed by FAA regulations.) The airspaces that would be restricted are
shown on Schedule 1. None of the structures would be located in the
approach slope clearance zone and the three structures within the restricted
height zones would meet the specified height limit—no structure will exceed
150 feet in the green area shown on Schedule 1.

I have personally spoken with Mr. Kraft and he has confirmed to me that the
Kraft Alternative addresses his concerns regarding his airstrips. A file copy of

the letter I sent to Mr. Kraft regarding our conversation is provided as
Schedule 2.

Documentation with the signatures of all other landowners affected by the re-
route signifying their consent to the route alternative is provided as Schedule 3.
Some of these landowners were not originally impacted by the Proposed Route
but have agreed to have an easement on their property to address Mr. Kraft’s
concerns.

Mr. Kraft declined to provide a signature until he and the Company can reach
agreement on the level of compensation for the easement on his property.
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13.

Significant accommodations have been made by affected landowners and the
Company in an effort to address the issues Mr. Kraft raised at the Hearing.
The Company believes that the revised route now located at least one mile
from the Kraft airstrips and which is agreed to by all impacted landowners
provides a solution that should be considered by the Commission.



Further Affiant sayeth not.

P2/

Darrin F. Lahr

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

£ /déy of . 2012.

/ J // f/ }"7'
Notary Public M(

4645826
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Schedule 2 to Lahr Affidavit

@ Xcel Energy* e

Mi lis, MN 55401
RESPONSIBLE BY NATURE™ inneapolis

1-800-895-4999
xcelenergy.com

May 29, 2012

Mr. Dean Kraft
16305 41* Avenue SE
Mapleton, ND 58059-9723

Re:  In the Matter of the Application for a Route Permit for the Fargo to St. Cloud
345 kV Transmission Line Project
MPUC No. ET-2, E-002/TL-09-1056

Dear Mr. Kraft:

Thank you for talking with me on Friday regarding the route for the Fargo to St. Cloud
345 kV Project.

As you are aware, we have working diligently with your neighbors to develop a new route
by your property to move it farther away from your airstrips. | was pleased to hear that the
new route segment along 160™ Avenue SE is acceptable to you and addresses the concerns
you raised at hearing.

I understand that the right-of-way team has made an offer to you for the easement on your
property and that you dispute the amount of compensation. Our right-of-way team will
continue working with you on easements issues. The contact information for right-of-way is
Oly Olafson, (701) 205-8855.

Should you have any questions about the route for the Project, please contact me by
telephone at (763) 493-1808 or by email at: darrin.f.lahr@xcelenergy.com .

Sincerely,

Darrin F. Lahr

Supervisor, Siting and Land Rights
Xcel Energy

8701 Monticello Lane

Maple Grove, MN 55369



The undersigned landowners ) : Schedule 3 to Lahr Affidavit
agree to the alignment at shown :

TZ3 MARICE"" F 474 e e .,'-Lu_.‘l ZURCHER, RODGER S & MARY C

Delivenng eleczacaty you can rely on

Legend

o] Proposed Pole Location
® Potential Reroute Pole Location
S Proposed Alignment
Potential Reroute Alignment
&P Proposed Right-of-Way
) Potential Reroute Right-of-Way
= Desktop Delineated Wetland
TGE LIMITPAP:?DTGP?:S AGSITLE : = —— = , Non Forested Wetland
: : = e e ¥ Forested Wetland

T:?v!vj;zlt:p Municipal Boundary
[ Township Boundary
Section Line
Parcel Boundary
Existing Substation
Existing Transmission Line (kV)
345
250
230
115

NOod0, . Fargo to St. Cloud
ARt i ELLISON, JANE 345 kV Transmission
Line Project

ND Parcel Maps




Schedule 3 to Lahr Affidavit

The undersigned landowners
agree to the alignment at shown
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The undersigned landowners Schedule 3 to Lahr Affidavit
agree to the alignment at shown &/
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The undersigned landowner: Schedule 3 to Lahr Affidavit

agree to the alignment at show
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agree to the alignment at shown 3 LAAM/

The undersigned landowners (@ \ (‘ ) !'.‘ Schedule 3 to Lahr Affidavit
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The undersigned landowners
agree to the alignment at shown
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The undersigned landowners Schedule 3 to Lahr Affidavit

agree to the alignment at shown

iTownship)
NDO050

GUST, DANIEL ND049
CARLJR COSSETTE!BRUCE Sechat COSSETTE. BRUCE

& JANEL

42Nd|SHSE =
Legend
] Proposed Pole Location

@  Potential Reroute Pole Location
NS Proposed Alignment
Potential Reroute Alignment
&? Proposed Right-of-Way
.7 Potential Reroute Right-of-Way

Celel D) 220 S/ /1y

Desktop Delineated Wetland
Non Forested Wetland
CASS Forested Wetland

NDO51 Municipal Boundary
HABIGER; GENE/DAVID

-

Cd2 /373

Township Boundary

NDO52 Section Line
MILLERIFARMETRUST: ETAL

Parcel Boundary

7o -

Existing Substation
Existing Transmission Line (kV)
345
250
230
115
69 N

LB,
N/
1.4,800

S

|
¢

L
)
NP
|
o
3
3
.
IS
]‘\
=
S
>

.(.k‘-{"_i“

]
/

ujés-lﬂr- L

Fargo to St. Cloud
: 345 kV Transmission
; ST : Line Project
RREL DISCHERIDARREUIC 8 AL =% ND Parcel Maps
1 ; [DATE: 050212 [DRAWN BY. MLTEICHERT]|

DISCHER; DARRELL C & GAIL'M
Xcefi0122295 CapX Monticslio to Fargo'GIS\

Fargo\MXDI201203raft_Airport_Alignments
_CopxF_ND_Parcols_Maps_Kraft mxd

s p—

OJ@M Ha} [Io,lj.'f_(_

o1y






