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 414 Nicollet Mall, MP-7B 
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 Phone: (612) 584-8783 
 Fax: (612) 330-6335 
 Email: thomas.hillstrom@xcelenergy,com 

 

 

July 1, 2013 

VIA FEDEX 

Darrell Nitschke 
Executive Secretary 
North Dakota Public Service Commission 
Department 408 
600 East Boulevard Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480 

Re: Request for Four Route and Corridor Changes 
Northern States Power Company 
Fargo-St. Cloud MN 345 kV CapX Transmission Line Siting Application 
Case No. PU-07-759 

Dear Mr. Nitschke: 

Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation (“NSP”), submits this 
application for four route and corridor changes to the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and 
Order dated September 12, 2012 approving a route and a corridor for the Fargo-St. Cloud 345 kV 
CapX2020 transmission line (“Order”).  The four modifications are requested to address 
landowner and engineering concerns and the affected landowners agree with the changes.  This 
application contains the supporting documentation, a discussion of the specific reasons for the 
adjustments, confirmation of local governmental approvals, evaluation of the exclusion and 
avoidance criteria and information relating to associated State Historic Preservation Office 
(“SHPO”) review.  

Documents 

The four modifications are located in Cass County and do no impact any new 
landowners.  In support of these requests, NSP submits the following documents: 

• Attachment 1: Map set of existing and proposed route and corridor  
• Attachment 2:  Pleasant Township approval 
• Attachment 3:  SHPO concurrence letter dated June 4, 2013
• Attachment 4:  Verification of Thomas Hillstrom  
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Requested Route and Corridor Changes  

Each of the four changes requires approval of a modification to the route and corridor 
approved in the Order: 

Change 1:  Change one in Durbin Township is a design modification to relocate two 
poles farther from the Maple River.  To accommodate this change, poles 29, 28 and 27 would be 
moved approximately 38, 75 and 249 feet north, respectively, resulting in a route shift and a 
slight expansion of the corridor. All three poles remain in the approved corridor but some right-
of-way is outside the corridor. The two affected landowners support this adjustment. 

Change 2:  Change two in Durbin and Addison townships was requested by the 
landowner to better accommodate property ownership lines after an inheritance where the land 
was split into two parcels. The modified alignment keeps the line on one of the two parcels.  This 
change involves elimination of two poles and a shift in pole location from the section line, 1,067 
feet to the east.   

Change 3:  Change three in Normanna Township was requested by the landowner and 
the CE Cass Water Resource District to facilitate maintenance of the ditch.  The ditch is 
necessary to manage runoff on the landowner’s property.  The change moves two poles, 134 and 
135, 80 and 266 feet south, respectively. 

Change 4:  The landowners requested a 90-degree turn on the edge of the parcel in 
Pleasant Township rather than a diagonal crossing to minimize impacts on farming operations.  
Change four adds one new pole on the corner, approximately 525 feet southwest of the route 
centerline, and moves one pole, 156, 182 feet to the south. 

These four changes alter the route and the corridor as shown on Attachment 1.  NSP 
seeks approval of the changes as shown on this map set.  All landowners have signed options for 
easements, pending Commission approval. 

Local approvals 

The modifications are located in Durbin, Addison, Normanna and Pleasant townships. 
The conditional use permits in Durbin, Addison and Normanna townships authorize Changes 1 
through 3 as proposed in this filing.  For Change 4 in Pleasant Township, further township 
review was required.  On June 25, 2013 Pleasant Township approved Change No. 4.  
Attachment 2. 

Analysis of exclusion and avoidance criteria 

No exclusion or avoidance area is impacted by any of the proposed route and corridor 
changes.  N.D. Admin. Code §69-06-08-01(1) and N.D. Admin. Code §69-06-08-01(3). 

 



 

 

SHPO Status 

NSP submitted a Class III Archaeological Investigation Report Submittal Addendum II in 
Cass County, North Dakota dated May 2013. On June 4, 2013,  SHPO sent a letter accepting 
NSP’s report and concurring with NSP’s determination of “No Significant Sites” state level 
determination for the areas affected by the four proposed route changes.  Attachment 3. 

Closing 

A verification for this submission is enclosed as Attachment 4.  NSP respectfully 
requests that the Commission approve the four route and corridor changes detailed in this filing, 
as shown on Attachment 1.  If you have any questions, please contact me at (612) 584-8783. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 
 
Thomas G. Hillstrom 

 
TGH/rlr 
Enclosures 
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