




9. Ashtabula Wind conducted a new sound level assessment and also completed a voluntary 

shadow flicker assessment, based on current industry standards of over 30 hours per year 

at inhabited residences and community buildings (collectively, a "receptor"). See Exhibit

I. There are four participating receptors that may experience sound levels over 50 dBA, 

with the highest predicted sound level to be 51.9 dBA. There are a three participating 

receptors that may experience over 30 hours per year of shadow flicker, with the highest 

level of shadow flicker predicted to be 46 hours per year. In order to ensure neighboring 

landowners were fully informed regarding the Project, Ashtabula Wind has obtained 

waivers from landowners for which modeled sound levels were over 50 dBA or for which 

predicted shadow flicker exceeded 30 hours per year. Copies of these waivers are 

attached hereto as Exhibit 2. 

I 0. The Project was re-evaluated for potential impacts to known Exclusion and Avoidance 

Areas as described in the 2008 Order. 

11. Ashtabula Wind proposes to complete the Project within previously used construction

easements. For due diligence purposes, Ashtabula Wind restudied cultural resources by

completing a Class I Literature Review and a Class III Intensive Survey in in these areas

and submitted the cultural resource findings to the State Historical Society of North

Dakota (SHSND) for review on July I, 2019. The results of the re-study demonstrate

there will be no impacts to cultural resources that were determined to be eligible or

remain unevaluated for the National Register of Historic Places. A recommendation of

No Historic Properties Effected was submitted to the SHSND for the Project. Ashtabula

Wind will file the SHSND's concurrence regarding the Project as soon as it is received.

12. There will be no permanent impacts to wetlands or waterbodies resulting from activities

associated with the Project. The Project will utilize previously disturbed construction

areas, and therefore temporary impacts to wetlands from Project construction activities

will be minimal and consistent with the initial construction of the Ashtabula I WEC as

originally authorized by the Commission. Any minimal temporary impacts will be

restored following Project construction.

13. In November 2014, aRer the Commission's siting approval of the Ashtabula I WEC, the

United States Fish and Wildlife Service ("USFWS") listed the Dakota skipper butterfly

(Hesperia dacotae) threatened under the Endangered Species Act. However, there is no

critical Dakota skipper habitat present in Barnes County (80 FR 59247-59384), and

Ashtabula I WEC facilities are sited primarily in agricultural cropland. Further, the

Project will utilize existing infrastructure and previously disturbed construction areas,

and conduct construction outside of the butterfly's flight period, resulting in only

minimal temporary disturbances. Thus, no impacts to Dakota skipper are anticipated.
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