
 

Fredrikson  
& BYRON, P.A.  

May 16, 2008  

Ms. Illona Jeffcoat-Sacco
Executive Secretary
North Dakota Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard, Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Dear Ms. Jeffcoat-Sacco:

ECE'VED
MAY 16 2008

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
RE: M-Power, LLC

Case No. PU-08-34

Please find enclosed herewith for filing an original and ten copies of the Application
of M-Power, LLC for a Certificate of Site Compatibility for a 157 MW Wind Farm, and for a
Waiver or Reduction of Certain Procedures and Time Schedules for what is commonly
referred to as the Luverne Wind Farm, to be located in Griggs and Steele Counties, North
Dakota. Also enclosed herewith is a disk containing the application and a check in the
amount of $100,000.00 for the filing fee.

Please be advised that while M-Power, LLC has submitted this application, field work
has not yet been completed for field wetland delineation, Class III Cultural Resource
Inventory, and the Avian Study. The Avian Study has been started but has not been
completed. The field wetland delineation and Class III inventory have not yet been started,
due to unknown locations for the turbines and access roads.

Should you have any questions, please fivise.

LB/leo
Enclosure
cc:	 Warren Enyart — (w/o enc.)

Lloyd Anderson — (w/o enc.)
Jennifer J. Turnbow — (w/o enc.)
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Case No. PU-03-34

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF
M-POWER, LLC FOR A CERTIFICATE OF SITE
COMPATIBILITY TO CONSTRUCT A 157 MW
WIND FARM IN GRIGGS AND STEELE
COUNTIES, NORTH DAKOTA, KNOWN AS
THE LUVERNE WIND FARM.

APPLICATION OF M-POWER, LLC FOR CERTIFICATE OF SITE
COMPATIBILITY FOR A 157 MW WIND FARM, AND FOR A WAIVER

OR REDUCTION OF CERTAIN PROCEDURES AND TIME
SCHEDULES FOR THE LUVERNE WIND FARM

M-Power, LLC ("M-Power"), 602 Lincoln Avenue South, Finley, North Dakota 58230,

pursuant to the Energy Conversion and Transmission Facility Siting Act codified as Chapter 49-

22 of the North Dakota Century Code ("Act"), hereby submits this Application for a Certificate

of Site Compatibility and Waiver or Reduction of Certain Procedures and Time Schedules

("Application").

M-Power requests that the Commission waive and/or reduce procedures and time

schedules required in the Act and in the Commission's regulations set forth in Article 69-06 of

the North Dakota Administrative Code to accomplish the purposes requested herein.

The Commission's application guidelines for waiver of procedures and time schedules

require the description of the facility, the need for the facility, the cost of the facility and separate

justification for each provision of the Act which the applicant is requesting a waiver, together

with evidence that the proposed project will produce minimal adverse effects. As demonstrated

in this Application, M-Power's request for waivers or reduction of procedures and time

schedules and the issuance of a certificate of site compatibility are justified as the proposed

facility is of such design, location, and purpose that they will produce minimal adverse effects.
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DESCRIPTION

M-Power proposes to construct a wind farm consisting of 75-84 wind turbines with

associated access roads, electrical lines, electrical substation, wind monitoring stations, and an

operation and maintenance facility.

NEED 

North Dakota offers tremendous renewable energy potential to the state and regional

power system. Renewable energy has numerous benefits to the citizens of the region, including

minimizing the emissions from conventional power plants. Wind energy also benefits local

economies during construction and operation of the wind energy center. Energy generated at the

wind energy facility and transmitted to the regional electric system will be supplied to regional

power customers.

COST

The estimated cost of constructing both the wind farm and the electric transmission line is

approximately $300,000.000.00.

JUSTIFICATION 

The proposed project would contribute an additional 157 MW of renewable wind energy.

As demonstrated in the Application, there will be minimal adverse effects by such construction.

For the foregoing reasons, M-Power submits there is substantial justification for the

requested waivers and/or reduction of procedures and time schedules, as this proposed wind farm

will produce minimal adverse effects.

M-Power respectfully requests the Commission to grant the aforementioned waivers

and/or reduction of procedures and time schedules, and to render expeditious decisions

approving the requested facility and issuing a certificate of site compatibility for the wind farm.
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Dated this day of May, 2008.

Fre

By
LA RE CE B D R, ND Bar #03908
Attorneys for Applicant,
M-Power, LLC
200 North 3 rd Street, Suite 150
P. O. Box 1855
Bismarck, ND 58502-1855
(701) 221-4021

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )
) ss.

COUNTY OF BURLEIGH 	 )

LAWRENCE BENDER, of lawful age, being first duly sworn, on oath deposes and says:

cant in the foregoing
f said Applicant and as

hereof, and that the
nd beli , true and

That he is the duly elected and qualified atto
application; that he executed the foregoing application for
its said attorney that he has read said application and kn
statements made and contained therein are, to the best
correct.

LAWRENCE
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Notar Public
Burleigh County, North Dakota
My Commission Expires:
4371202_1.DOC
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Case No. PU-03-34

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF
M-POWER, LLC FOR A CERTIFICATE OF SITE
COMPATIBILITY TO CONSTRUCT A 157 MW
WIND FARM IN GRIGGS AND STEELE
COUNTIES, NORTH DAKOTA, KNOWN AS
THE LUVERNE WIND FARM.
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SCHEDULES FOR THE LUVERNE WIND FARM
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operation and maintenance facility.
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Dated this day of May, 2008.

LA RE CE 	 R, ND Bar #03908
Attorneys for Applicant,
M-Power, LLC
200 North 3 rd Street, Suite 150
P. O. Box 1855
Bismarck, ND 58502-1855
(701) 221-4021

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )
SS.

COUNTY OF BURLEIGH

LAWRENCE BENDER, of lawful age, being first duly sworn, on oath deposes and says:

That he is the duly elected and qualified atto
application; that he executed the foregoing application for
its said attorney that he has read said application and kn
statements made and contained therein are, to the best
correct.

cant in the foregoing
f said Applicant and as

hereof, and that the
nd ber , true and

LAWRENCE
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Notar Public
Burleigh County, North Dakota
My Commission Expires:
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Case No. PU-03-34
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Dated this day of May, 2008.

Fre

By
LA RE CE B D R, ND Bar #03908
Attorneys for Applicant,
M-Power, LLC
200 North 3 rd Street, Suite 150
P. O. Box 1855
Bismarck, ND 58502-1855
(701) 221-4021

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )
) ss.

COUNTY OF BURLEIGH 	 )

LAWRENCE BENDER, of lawful age, being first duly sworn, on oath deposes and says:

That he is the duly elected and qualified atto
application; that he executed the foregoing application for
its said attorney that he has read said application and kn
statements made and contained therein are, to the best
correct.

cant in the foregoing
f said Applicant and as

hereof, and that the
nd beli , true and

LAWRENCE
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Burleigh County, North Dakota
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Case No. PU-03-34

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF
M-POWER, LLC FOR A CERTIFICATE OF SITE
COMPATIBILITY TO CONSTRUCT A 157 MW
WIND FARM IN GRIGGS AND STEELE
COUNTIES, NORTH DAKOTA, KNOWN AS
THE LUVERNE WIND FARM.
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Dated this day of May, 2008.

LA RE CE B D R, ND Bar #03908
Attorneys for Applicant,
M-Power, LLC
200 North 3 rd Street, Suite 150
P. 0. Box 1855
Bismarck, ND 58502-1855
(701) 221-4021

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )
) ss.

COUNTY OF BURLEIGH	 )

LAWRENCE BENDER, of lawful age, being first duly sworn, on oath deposes and says:

That he is the duly elected and qualified atto y fo
application; that he executed the foregoing application for 'I o 0
its said attorney that he has read said application and knt
statements made and contained therein are, to the best ■
correct.

cant in the foregoing
f said Applicant and as

hereof, and that the
nd beli , true and

LAWRENCE
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Case No. PU-03-34
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M-POWER, LLC FOR A CERTIFICATE OF SITE
COMPATIBILITY TO CONSTRUCT A 157 MW
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THE LUVERNE WIND FARM.

APPLICATION OF M-POWER, LLC FOR CERTIFICATE OF SITE
COMPATIBILITY FOR A 157 MW WIND FARM, AND FOR A WAIVER

OR REDUCTION OF CERTAIN PROCEDURES AND TIME
SCHEDULES FOR THE LUVERNE WIND FARM

M-Power, LLC ("M-Power"), 602 Lincoln Avenue South, Finley, North Dakota 58230,

pursuant to the Energy Conversion and Transmission Facility Siting Act codified as Chapter 49-

22 of the North Dakota Century Code ("Act"), hereby submits this Application for a Certificate

of Site Compatibility and Waiver or Reduction of Certain Procedures and Time Schedules

("Application").

M-Power requests that the Commission waive and/or reduce procedures and time

schedules required in the Act and in the Commission's regulations set forth in Article 69-06 of

the North Dakota Administrative Code to accomplish the purposes requested herein.

The Commission's application guidelines for waiver of procedures and time schedules

require the description of the facility, the need for the facility, the cost of the facility and separate

justification for each provision of the Act which the applicant is requesting a waiver, together

with evidence that the proposed project will produce minimal adverse effects. As demonstrated

in this Application, M-Power's request for waivers or reduction of procedures and time

schedules and the issuance of a certificate of site compatibility are justified as the proposed

facility is of such design, location, and purpose that they will produce minimal adverse effects.

- 1 -



DESCRIPTION

M-Power proposes to construct a wind farm consisting of 75-84 wind turbines with

associated access roads, electrical lines, electrical substation, wind monitoring stations, and an

operation and maintenance facility.

NEED 

North Dakota offers tremendous renewable energy potential to the state and regional

power system. Renewable energy has numerous benefits to the citizens of the region, including

minimizing the emissions from conventional power plants. Wind energy also benefits local

economies during construction and operation of the wind energy center. Energy generated at the

wind energy facility and transmitted to the regional electric system will be supplied to regional

power customers.

COST

The estimated cost of constructing both the wind farm and the electric transmission line is

approximately $300,000.000.00.

JUSTIFICATION

The proposed project would contribute an additional 157 MW of renewable wind energy.

As demonstrated in the Application, there will be minimal adverse effects by such construction.

For the foregoing reasons, M-Power submits there is substantial justification for the

requested waivers and/or reduction of procedures and time schedules, as this proposed wind farm

will produce minimal adverse effects.

M-Power respectfully requests the Commission to grant the aforementioned waivers

and/or reduction of procedures and time schedules, and to render expeditious decisions

approving the requested facility and issuing a certificate of site compatibility for the wind farm.

-2-



Dated this day of May, 2008.

LA RE CE 	 R, ND Bar #03908
Attorneys for Applicant,
M-Power, LLC
200 North 3 rd Street, Suite 150
P. 0. Box 1855
Bismarck, ND 58502-1855
(701) 221-4021

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )
SS.

COUNTY OF BURLEIGH

LAWRENCE BENDER, of lawful age, being first duly sworn, on oath deposes and says:

That he is the duly elected and qualified atto
application; that he executed the foregoing application for
its said attorney that he has read said application and kn
statements made and contained therein are, to the best
correct.

y fo cant in the foregoing
f said Applicant and as
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will produce minimal adverse effects.

M-Power respectfully requests the Commission to grant the aforementioned waivers

and/or reduction of procedures and time schedules, and to render expeditious decisions

approving the requested facility and issuing a certificate of site compatibility for the wind farm.
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Dated this day of May, 2008.

LA RE CE
Attorneys for Applicant,
M-Power, LLC
200 North 3 rd Street, Suite 150
P. O. Box 1855
Bismarck, ND 58502-1855
(701) 221-4021

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )
SS.

COUNTY OF BURLEIGH

LAWRENCE BENDER, of lawful age, being first duly sworn, on oath deposes and says:

R, ND Bar #03908

That he is the duly elected and qualified atto
application; that he executed the foregoing application for
its said attorney that he has read said application and kn
statements made and contained therein are, to the best
correct.

cant in the foregoing
f said Applicant and as

hereof, and that the
nd beli , true and

LAWRENCE

Subscribed and sworn to before me thi• 1.
%"-. I 0 0-•
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	•• 	 AT;
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P
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day ay, 2008.

Notar Public
Burleigh County, North Dakota
My Commission Expires:
4371202_1.DOC
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Case No. PU-03-34

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF
M-POWER, LLC FOR A CERTIFICATE OF SITE
COMPATIBILITY TO CONSTRUCT A 157 MW
WIND FARM IN GRIGGS AND STEELE
COUNTIES, NORTH DAKOTA, KNOWN AS
THE LUVERNE WIND FARM.

APPLICATION OF M-POWER, LLC FOR CERTIFICATE OF SITE
COMPATIBILITY FOR A 157 MW WIND FARM, AND FOR A WAIVER

OR REDUCTION OF CERTAIN PROCEDURES AND TIME
SCHEDULES FOR THE LUVERNE WIND FARM

M-Power, LLC ("M-Power"), 602 Lincoln Avenue South, Finley, North Dakota 58230,

pursuant to the Energy Conversion and Transmission Facility Siting Act codified as Chapter 49-

22 of the North Dakota Century Code ("Act"), hereby submits this Application for a Certificate

of Site Compatibility and Waiver or Reduction of Certain Procedures and Time Schedules

("Application").

M-Power requests that the Commission waive and/or reduce procedures and time

schedules required in the Act and in the Commission's regulations set forth in Article 69-06 of

the North Dakota Administrative Code to accomplish the purposes requested herein.

The Commission's application guidelines for waiver of procedures and time schedules

require the description of the facility, the need for the facility, the cost of the facility and separate

justification for each provision of the Act which the applicant is requesting a waiver, together

with evidence that the proposed project will produce minimal adverse effects. As demonstrated

in this Application, M-Power's request for waivers or reduction of procedures and time

schedules and the issuance of a certificate of site compatibility are justified as the proposed

facility is of such design, location, and purpose that they will produce minimal adverse effects.
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DESCRIPTION

M-Power proposes to construct a wind farm consisting of 75-84 wind turbines with

associated access roads, electrical lines, electrical substation, wind monitoring stations, and an

operation and maintenance facility.

NEED 

North Dakota offers tremendous renewable energy potential to the state and regional

power system. Renewable energy has numerous benefits to the citizens of the region, including

minimizing the emissions from conventional power plants. Wind energy also benefits local

economies during construction and operation of the wind energy center. Energy generated at the

wind energy facility and transmitted to the regional electric system will be supplied to regional

power customers.

COST

The estimated cost of constructing both the wind farm and the electric transmission line is

approximately $300,000.000.00.

JUSTIFICATION 

The proposed project would contribute an additional 157 MW of renewable wind energy.

As demonstrated in the Application, there will be minimal adverse effects by such construction.

For the foregoing reasons, M-Power submits there is substantial justification for the

requested waivers and/or reduction of procedures and time schedules, as this proposed wind farm

will produce minimal adverse effects.

M-Power respectfully requests the Commission to grant the aforementioned waivers

and/or reduction of procedures and time schedules, and to render expeditious decisions

approving the requested facility and issuing a certificate of site compatibility for the wind farm.
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day

Dated this day of May, 2008.

LA RE CE B D R, ND Bar #03908
Attorneys for Applicant,
M-Power, LLC
200 North 3 rd Street, Suite 150
P. O. Box 1855
Bismarck, ND 58502-1855
(701) 221-4021

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )
) ss.

COUNTY OF BURLEIGH 	 )

LAWRENCE BENDER, of lawful age, being first duly sworn, on oath deposes and says:

That he is the duly elected and qualified atto
application; that he executed the foregoing application for
its said attorney that he has read said application and kn
statements made and contained therein are, to the best
correct.

cant in the foregoing
f said Applicant and as

hereof, and that the
nd beli , true and

LAWRENCE

Subscribed and sworwwliefore me thi
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Notar Public
Burleigh County, North Dakota
My Commission Expires:
4371202_1.DOC

y, 2008.
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Case No. PU-03-34

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF
M-POWER, LLC FOR A CERTIFICATE OF SITE
COMPATIBILITY TO CONSTRUCT A 157 MW
WIND FARM IN GRIGGS AND STEELE
COUNTIES, NORTH DAKOTA, KNOWN AS
THE LUVERNE WIND FARM.

APPLICATION OF M-POWER, LLC FOR CERTIFICATE OF SITE
COMPATIBILITY FOR A 157 MW WIND FARM, AND FOR A WAIVER

OR REDUCTION OF CERTAIN PROCEDURES AND TIME
SCHEDULES FOR THE LUVERNE WIND FARM
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require the description of the facility, the need for the facility, the cost of the facility and separate

justification for each provision of the Act which the applicant is requesting a waiver, together

with evidence that the proposed project will produce minimal adverse effects. As demonstrated

in this Application, M-Power's request for waivers or reduction of procedures and time

schedules and the issuance of a certificate of site compatibility are justified as the proposed

facility is of such design, location, and purpose that they will produce minimal adverse effects.
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operation and maintenance facility.
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The estimated cost of constructing both the wind farm and the electric transmission line is

approximately $300,000.000.00.

JUSTIFICATION

The proposed project would contribute an additional 157 MW of renewable wind energy.

As demonstrated in the Application, there will be minimal adverse effects by such construction.

For the foregoing reasons, M-Power submits there is substantial justification for the
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will produce minimal adverse effects.
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Dated this day of May, 2008.

LA RENCE B 	 R, ND Bar #03908
Attorneys for Applicant,
M-Power, LLC
200 North 3 rd Street, Suite 150
P. 0. Box 1855
Bismarck, ND 58502-1855
(701) 221-4021

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )
SS.

COUNTY OF BURLEIGH

LAWRENCE BENDER, of lawful age, being first duly sworn, on oath deposes and says:

That he is the duly elected and qualified atto
application; that he executed the foregoing application for
its said attorney that he has read said application and kn
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Case No. PU-03-34

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF
M-POWER, LLC FOR A CERTIFICATE OF SITE
COMPATIBILITY TO CONSTRUCT A 157 MW
WIND FARM IN GRIGGS AND STEELE
COUNTIES, NORTH DAKOTA, KNOWN AS
THE LUVERNE WIND FARM.

APPLICATION OF M-POWER, LLC FOR CERTIFICATE OF SITE
COMPATIBILITY FOR A 157 MW WIND FARM, AND FOR A WAIVER

OR REDUCTION OF CERTAIN PROCEDURES AND TIME
SCHEDULES FOR THE LUVERNE WIND FARM

M-Power, LLC ("M-Power"), 602 Lincoln Avenue South, Finley, North Dakota 58230,

pursuant to the Energy Conversion and Transmission Facility Siting Act codified as Chapter 49-

22 of the North Dakota Century Code ("Act"), hereby submits this Application for a Certificate

of Site Compatibility and Waiver or Reduction of Certain Procedures and Time Schedules

("Application").

M-Power requests that the Commission waive and/or reduce procedures and time

schedules required in the Act and in the Commission's regulations set forth in Article 69-06 of
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with evidence that the proposed project will produce minimal adverse effects. As demonstrated

in this Application, M-Power's request for waivers or reduction of procedures and time

schedules and the issuance of a certificate of site compatibility are justified as the proposed

facility is of such design, location, and purpose that they will produce minimal adverse effects.
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The estimated cost of constructing both the wind farm and the electric transmission line is

approximately $300,000.000.00.
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The proposed project would contribute an additional 157 MW of renewable wind energy.

As demonstrated in the Application, there will be minimal adverse effects by such construction.

For the foregoing reasons, M-Power submits there is substantial justification for the

requested waivers and/or reduction of procedures and time schedules, as this proposed wind farm

will produce minimal adverse effects.

M-Power respectfully requests the Commission to grant the aforementioned waivers

and/or reduction of procedures and time schedules, and to render expeditious decisions

approving the requested facility and issuing a certificate of site compatibility for the wind farm.
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Dated this day of May, 2008.

LA RE CE
Attorneys for Applicant,
M-Power, LLC
200 North 3 rd Street, Suite 150
P. O. Box 1855
Bismarck, ND 58502-1855
(701) 221-4021

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )
SS.

COUNTY OF BURLEIGH

LAWRENCE BENDER, of lawful age, being first duly sworn, on oath deposes and says:

R, ND Bar #03908

That he is the duly elected and qualified atto y fo
application; that he executed the foregoing application for
its said attorney that he has read said application and kn
statements made and contained therein are, to the best
correct.

cant in the foregoing
f said Applicant and as
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Case No. PU-03-34

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF
M-POWER, LLC FOR A CERTIFICATE OF SITE
COMPATIBILITY TO CONSTRUCT A 157 MW
WIND FARM IN GRIGGS AND STEELE
COUNTIES, NORTH DAKOTA, KNOWN AS
THE LUVERNE WIND FARM.

APPLICATION OF M-POWER, LLC FOR CERTIFICATE OF SITE
COMPATIBILITY FOR A 157 MW WIND FARM, AND FOR A WAIVER

OR REDUCTION OF CERTAIN PROCEDURES AND TIME
SCHEDULES FOR THE LUVERNE WIND FARM

M-Power, LLC ("M-Power"), 602 Lincoln Avenue South, Finley, North Dakota 58230,

pursuant to the Energy Conversion and Transmission Facility Siting Act codified as Chapter 49-

22 of the North Dakota Century Code ("Act"), hereby submits this Application for a Certificate

of Site Compatibility and Waiver or Reduction of Certain Procedures and Time Schedules
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schedules required in the Act and in the Commission's regulations set forth in Article 69-06 of
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in this Application, M-Power's request for waivers or reduction of procedures and time
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facility is of such design, location, and purpose that they will produce minimal adverse effects.
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The estimated cost of constructing both the wind farm and the electric transmission line is

approximately $300,000.000.00.
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As demonstrated in the Application, there will be minimal adverse effects by such construction.
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requested waivers and/or reduction of procedures and time schedules, as this proposed wind farm

will produce minimal adverse effects.
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and/or reduction of procedures and time schedules, and to render expeditious decisions

approving the requested facility and issuing a certificate of site compatibility for the wind farm.
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Dated this day of May, 2008.

LA RE CE B D R, ND Bar #03908
Attorneys for Applicant,
M-Power, LLC
200 North 3 rd Street, Suite 150
P. 0. Box 1855
Bismarck, ND 58502-1855
(701) 221-4021

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )
SS.

COUNTY OF BURLEIGH

LAWRENCE BENDER, of lawful age, being first duly sworn, on oath deposes and says:

That he is the duly elected and qualified atto y fo
application; that he executed the foregoing application for
its said attorney that he has read said application and kn
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f said Applicant and as
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