
BASIN ELECTRIC
POWER COOPERATIVE

AToiiclistime Energy' C^boperative

November 4, 2015

Jerry Lein, Public Utility Analyst
North Dakota Public Service Commission

600 East Boulevard Avenue, Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505

Dear Mr. Lien:

Referenced is your letter dated September 18, 2015, received by Basin Electricon September
23, 2015, regarding North Dakota PSC Case Nos. PU-07-169, PU-07-671, and PU-08-75.
Specifically, your letter provides a listof actions recommended in post-inspection reports for
follow-up to confirm compliance with the listed commission orders. The information requests are
enumerated below, with responses in bold italics immediately following.

1. PU-07-169. Written documentation that noxious weed and vegetation monitoring
have occurred in accordance with the application. (Order Point 13).
Surveys/inspections of right-of-way vegetation and for noxious weeds were
conducted by Basin Electric staff during October 2011, October 2012, and
October 2013. No issues were identified and no additional reclamation work
was recommended.

2. PU-07-169. Tree and Shrub Mitigation Specification No. 17 requires a survival rate of
75 percent after three years and ifthe survival rate is less than 75 percent, the
Commission may order additional planting(s). The tree and shrub plantings were
completed in spring 2011 with tree and shrub survival rate reports sent to the
PSC fail of 2011 and fail of 2012. The fail 2012 report observed survival rates of
approximately 92%. Additional surveys must be completed to establish a
survival rate of 75%, however. Basin Electric will complete this work during the
2016 growing season.

3. PU-07-169. Final as-built drawings for both substations and microwave towers.
(Order Point 19) As-built drawings for the Rhame Substation, East Rainey Butte
and Rhame Microwave Towers are attached. The Northern terminus of the
transmission line is the existing Belfield Substation, which is owned and
operated by Western Area Power Administration.
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4. PU-07-671. Written documentation that noxious weed and vegetation monitoring
have occurred in accordance with the application. (Order Point 14).
Surveys/inspections of right-of-way vegetation and for noxious weeds were
conducted by Basin Eiectric staff November 2011, November 2012, November
2013, Juiy through November 2014, and October 2015. The transmission line
right-of-way shows no evidence of noxious weeds; right-of-way vegetation is
doing well and no additional reclamation was recommended.

5. PU-08-75. Tree and Shrub Mitigation Specification No. 17 requires a survival rate of
75 percent after three years. The Tree and Shrub Survival Rate Report for 2015
was submitted to the PSC on October 30, 2015, indicating a current survival
rate of approximately 88%. The final (third year) tree and shrub inventory and
survival rate report is scheduled for completion during 2016.

If you have any questions, comments or concerns regarding this letter or the enclosures, please
contact me at 701.557.5495.

Sincere^,

Kevin L. Solie. P.E.

Environmental Administrator

/ser
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