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AML EMERGENCY PROJECT

2008 Williston (Nos)
FINDIN(..; OF FACT AND DECLARATION OF EMER.G1 4.:NCV

Documentation has been . received from the Abandoned Mine 1.,ands (AML) Division of the
North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC) describing an A MI., coal emergency at
T154N. RI 00W, NE1/4 Section 20 in Williams County, The facts submitted by the PSC to
the Casper Held Office (CR)) April 23, 2008, arc as follows:

"rhe CR) was initially alerted by telephone April 14, 2008, of a potential emergency due to
an apparent underground mine collapse located directly beneath property owned by David
Njos, approximately two miles cast of Williston, North Dakota. The 	 Investigation
Report, describing the April I `3. 2008 emergency investigation conducted by the PSC, was
electronically transmitted to the C.TO on April 23, 2008.

The incident involves an apparent underground mine collapse feature directly beleath a
concrete driveway and shop floor resulting from pre -SMCRA underground mining. 'Me
underg,Tound mine collapse feature is likely to become worse and further endangizr the
property owner and the general public. Approximately 10 people are potentially affected by
the serious hazard in the inimediate area, Eliminating the hazard will increase the safety lo
users of the property as the underground mine collapse feature is located directly beneath an
area utilized as a commercial business with customers frequenting the premises.

The PS(..'. plans to (1 ) conduct drilling near the building and driveway to locate and
characterize any mine voids. (2) inject, cementitious grout to fill mine voids and Aabilize the
surface from collapse., and (3) clean up and restore the affected area. The estimated cost to
abate the problem is $35,000 - $50,000 not to exceed $75,000.

The North Dakota State Historic Preserva.tion Officer (SHP()) Was contacted cot:cc:ming
potential cultural or historical resources in conjunction with the 2008 Williams County Road
9 Project, located in the vicinity.

I conclude the underground mine collapse is associated with pre -SMCRA coal mines, is a
suddenly occurring and previously unknown event constitutinp, a threat to the community,
and is an emergency eligible for funding under the AML program, The North 1)akota AML
Division of the PSC is hereby authorized to expend AML emergency funding to abate the
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health and safety hazards associated \vith the tinderground mine collapse.

Jell/Fleisc h man, Direc tor
Casper Field Office

Alan Boelinis
A1V11., Program Specalist
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