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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
AML EMERGENCY PROIECT
2008 Williston (Njos)
FINDING OF FACT AND DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Documentation has been received from the Abandoned Mine Lands (AML} Diviston of the
North Dakota Public Scrvice Commission (PSC) desernibing an AML coal emergency ut
T134N, R100W, NE1/4 Section 20 in Williams County, The fucts submitted by the PSC o

By

the Casper Ficld Office (CFO) Aprif 23, 2008, are as follows;

The CFQ was tnitally alerted by telephone April {4, 2008, of a potential emergency duc o
an apparent underground mine collapse focated directly beneath property owned by David
Njos, approximately two miles cast of Williston, North Dakota. The AML Investigation
Report, describing the April 15, 2008 emergency investigation conducted by the PSC, was
clectronically transmitted to the CFO on April 23, 2008,

The incident involves an apparent undergeound mine collapse feature divectly beacath a
concrete drtveway and shop floor resulting from pre-SMCRA underpround mining. The
underground mine collapse feature is likely to become worse and further endanger the
property owner and the general public. Approximately 10 people are polentially alfected by
the serious hazard in the immediate area, Bliminating the hazard will increase the satety 1o
uscrs of the property as the underground mine collapse feature is focated direetly beneath an
arca utitized as a commercial husiness with customers frequenting the premises.

The PSC plans to (1) conduct drithng near the building and driveway to locate and
churucterize any mine voids. (2) inject cementiious grout W fill mine voids and stabilize the
surfuce from collupse, und (3) clean up and restore the affected area. The estimaled cost o
abate the problem ts $35,000 - $50.000 not to exeeed $75.000.

The North Dakota State Historie Preservation Officer (SHPO) was contucted concerning
potential cultural or historical resources in conjunction with the 2008 Williiums County Road
9 Project, located in the vicinity.

| conchiude the underground mine collapse is associaled with pre-SMCRA coal minces, is a
suddenly occurring and previously unknown cvent constituting a threat (o the community,
and iy an emergeney eligible for funding under the AML program. The North Dakota AML
Division of the PSC is hereby authorized to expend AML emergency funding (o abate the
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heulth and safety hazards assocrated with the underground mine collapse.

o - (Pl /
JelEFleischman, Dircetor Alan Bochims
Casper Field Office AML. Progrum Specialist
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