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Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota

411111/01  

COMMISSIONERS  

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

The Honorable Michael Sturdevant
314 W. 5 th St.
Ste. 12
Bottineau, ND 58318-1200

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Judge Sturdevant,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

S•cerely,

Tony Clark
Commissioner
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Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Jason Nordmark
Towner County Record-Herald
PO Box 519
Cando, ND 58324

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Nordmark,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sincerely,

(17
Tony Clark

Commissioner
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Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Jason Nordmark
Turtle Mountain Star
PO Box 849
Rolla, ND 58367

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Nordmark,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sincerely,

rTony Clark
Commissioner



Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Mike Manston
Bottineau Courant
PO Box 29
Bottineau, ND 58318

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Manston,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sincerely,

/Tony Clark
Commissioner



Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Towner County Commissioners
315 2nd Street
PO Box 603
Cando, ND 58324

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Commissioners,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sincerely,

Tony Clark
Commissioner
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Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota   

COMMISSIONERS

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Rolette County Commissioners
P.O. Box 939
County Courthouse
Rolla, ND 58367-0939

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Commissioners,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Singly,

Tony Clark
Commissioner
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Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Bottineau County Commissioners
314 West 5th Street
County Courthouse
Bottineau, ND 58318-1204

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Commissioners,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sincerely,

Tony Clark
Commissioner
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Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Mr. Vance Taylor
ND Mill and Elevator
1823 Mill Road
Grand Forks, ND 58203

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Taylor,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sinc ely,

Tony Clark
Commissioner



New
Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Mr. Steven Edwardson
North Dakota Barley Council
505 40 th St. SW
Fargo, ND 58103

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Edwardson,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sincerely,

(
Tony Clark

Commissioner
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Tony Clark

Commissioner
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Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Mr. Steve Strege
North Dakota Grain Dealers Association
118 Broadway N Ste 606
Fargo, ND 58102-4985

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Str

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.
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Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Mr. Shane Goettle, Commissioner
ND Department of Commerce
1600 E. Century Ave., Suite 2
PO Box 2057
Bismarck, ND 58503

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Commissioner Go

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

S	 ly,

/
Tony Clark

Commissioner
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Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Mr. Ron Rauschenberger
Chief of Staff, Governor's Office
State of North Dakota
600 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0001

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonme

Dear Mr. Rauschenberg

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sine

Tony Clark
Commissioner



Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

The Honorable Dan Ruby, Chairman
ND House Transportation Committee
4620 46 th Ave. NW
Minot, ND 58703

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Representative Ruby,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sincerely,

Tony Clark
Commissioner



Since

Tony Clark
Commissioner
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Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Mr. Robert Carlson
North Dakota Farmers Union
1415 12th Ave SE
PO Box 2136
Jamestown ND 58401

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Carlson,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.



Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Nick Kitsch,Treasurer
North Dakota Dry Bean Council
6573 83 Ave NE
Webster, ND 58382

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Kitsch,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sincer ly,

Tony Clark
Commissioner



Since

Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Ka&

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Mr. Neal Fisher
North Dakota Wheat Commission
4023 State Street
Bismarck, ND 58501-0690

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Fisher, ,frt

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

iony Clark
Commissioner



Since

Tony Clark
Commissioner

Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Mr. Merl Paaverud, Director
State Historical Society
ND Heritage Center
612 E. Boulevard Ave
Bismarck, ND 58505-0830

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Paaveru (

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.



lir
Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Mr. Larry Kleingartner
National Sunflower Association
4023 State Street
Bismarck, ND 58503-0690

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Kleingartner,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sincerely,

(.'"-/-*----)
Tony Clark

Commissioner



Sinc

Tony Clark
Commissioner

Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

The Honorable Kent Conrad
United States Senate
530 Hart Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Senator Conrad,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.



,411•9
Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Mr. John Risch, III
United Transportation Union
750 Augsburg Ave.
Bismarck, ND 58504-7009

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Risch, ((y)

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sinc

Tony Clark
Commissioner
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Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. !Calk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Mr. Gene Griffin
Upper Great Plains Transportation Institute
P.O. Box 5074
Fargo, ND 58105

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Griffi

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sin	 y,

(
Tony Clark

Commissioner



Sinc

Tony Clark
Commissioner

w
Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota   

COMMISSIONERS

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Mr. Gary Preszler
ND Land Department
1707 North 9th Street
PO Box 5523
Bismarck, ND 58506-5523

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Preszler,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.



tow
Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota   

COMMISSIONERS

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

The Honorable Gary A. Lee, Chairman
ND Senate Transportation Committee
P.O. Box 3
Casselton, ND 58012-0003

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Senator Lee,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Tony Clark
Commission



Tony Clark
Commissioner

400,
Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

The Honorable Earl Pomeroy
United States House of Representatives
1501 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Congressman Pomeroy,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Since



Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Mr. Doug Prchal
ND Parks & Recreation Department
1600 E. Century Ave., Suite 3
Bismarck, ND 58503

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Prcha
	 ov't

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sincerely,

Tony Clark
Commissioner



Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota   

COMMISSIONERS

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

The Honorable Doug Goehring, Commissioner
North Dakota Department of Agriculture
600 E Boulevard Ave. Dept. 602
Bismarck, ND 58505-0020

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonmen

Dear Commissioner Go

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sincerely,

7
Tony Clark

Commissioner



Sincere

Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota   

COMMISSIONERS

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Mr. Doug Erhart
Brotherhood of Maintenance Way Employees
1203 27th St, NW
Mandan, ND 58554

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Erhart,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Tony Clark
Commissioner



Sinc

Tony Clark
Commissioner
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Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Mr. Dave Maclver
Greater North Dakota Association
2000 Schafer Street
Box 2639
Bismarck, ND 58502

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. MacI

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.



Sincerely,

(

Tony Clark
Commissioner

Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Clifford Issendorf
Bottineau County Water Resource Board
641 88th Street NW
Newberg, ND 58762

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Issendorf,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.
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Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

The Honorable Byron Dorgan
United States Senate
322 Hart Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Senator Dorgan,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sincerely,

Tony Clark
Commissioner



Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota   

COMMISSIONERS

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen
211 Oehlke Ave.
Enderlin, ND 58027-1132

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

To Whom it May Concern:

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sincerely,

qr:'`-wi

Tony Clark
Commissioner
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Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota   

COMMISSIONERS

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers	 Sent via email
Trainhuff2@bis.mideo.net

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

To Whom it May Concern:

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sincerely,

Tony Clark
Commissioner



Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Mr. Brian Kramer
ND Farm Bureau
4023 State Street
Bismarck, ND 58503

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Kra

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sincerel ,,

Tony Clark
Commissioner



Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota   

COMMISSIONERS

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Mr. Bob Johnston
Planning Division Department of Transportation
608 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Johnston,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sincerely,

Tony Clark
Commissioner



Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

The Honorable John McClintock Jr.
Judge of the District Court
P.O. Box 387
Rugby, ND 58368

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Judge McClintock,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Tony Clark
Commissioner



Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Philip Meyer
Overly Coop Elevator C.
114 East Central Ave.
Averly, ND 58384-5011

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Meyer,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Tony Clark
Commissioner



Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Mike Gratton
North Central Grain Coop
P.O. Box 8
Bisbee, ND 58317

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Gratton,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sincerely,

Tony Clark
Commissioner



Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota 

COMMISSIONERS 

Kevin Cramer
Tony Clark
Brian P. Kalk

Executive Secretary
Darrell Nitschke

Cameron Erickson
Souris River Coop
8674 County Rd. #20
Newburg, ND 58762

December 1, 2009

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept 408
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

Web: www.nd.gov/psc
E-mail: ndpsc@nd.gov

Phone 701-328-2400
Toll Free 1-877-245-6685

Fax 701-328-2410
TDD 800-366-6888 or 711

Re:	 Case No. RR-09-718
Northern Plains Railroad, Inc.
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties — 60.5 miles
Rail Abandonment

Dear Mr. Erickson,

Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. has notified the Public Service Commission that it will soon seek
federal approval to abandon approximately 60.5 miles of track in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner
Counties between milepost 474.5 in Bisbee, Towner County, North Dakota and milepost 535.0 in
Kramer, Bottineau County, North Dakota. The line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58318,
58384, 58366, 58310 and 58317. A map of the line is enclosed.

This abandonment will be processed under an exemption provision before the federal Surface
Transportation Board. The procedure permits an expedited abandonment time frame if a line has not been
used in at least two years.

If this application is approved, Northern Plains Railroad, Inc. is expected to dismantle the line
within the next two years. It is expected that at some time after the line is dismantled, the railroad will
offer to sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of the land, under the requirements of North Dakota
Century Code Section 49-09-04.2, to present owners or lessees of fixed assets located on the property, or
to adjacent landowners, or for public recreational use.

If you have any questions about the abandonment application or how the Surface Transportation
Board processes these cases, please contact Annette Bendish at 701-328-2421. Ms. Bendish is the
Commission's legal counsel in this matter and would be happy to assist you.

Sincerely,

Tony Clark
Commissioner
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