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4585 Coleman Street
Bismarck, ND 58503-0431
701 355 8400
KLIENG.COM

October 1, 2019

EDF Renewables
10 Second Street ND Suite 400
Minneapolis, MN 55413

Re: Merricourt Wind Power Project
Cultural Resource Disturbance
PU-08-932

To Whom it may Concern:

On September 25, 2019, prior to topsoil removal at Tower 56, the field archaeologist noticed ground
disturbance around and within the two cultural resource sites. A tractor-pulled belly scrapper went
through previously documented sites 32MT181 (temp number mwfar18-1) and JLH59 (tribal identified
feature location). The area appeared to have avoidance stakes, but the stakes were knocked down.
Neither site appeared to have avoidance fencing. At site 32MT181, at least one large rock was shifted
and broken, with a few smaller ones also hit. Those were likely associated with the cairn feature. At
JLH59, at least eight rocks were hit, including one feature of which has at least seven rocks hit/moved.
Those were likely associated with the rock features.

No deep cuts were observed at either location. It appears the operator was likely going in a large circle
to mark what they thought was the outer edge of the tower location by removing a thin layer of topsoil
and upper vegetation. The width of disturbance is about 12 feet across. Most of the disturbed area is
tire tracks, with limited soil removal. At the south end of the scraper disturbance there is a small linear
pile of soil, rock, and vegetation that apparently was pushed out of the scraper belly. Also, a bare area
where they dug a bit deeper--about 12 by 4 feet in size.

All work has been stopped at the tower and access road location. In addition, the cultural avoidance
fencing at the remaining locations will be completed and confirmed by an archeologist before any
topsoil is removed from those areas.
Additional measures taken by EDF include:
e Have an archaeologist complete a cursory re-inventory of all towers, access roads, and other
utility corridors prior to the start of topsoil removal which have yet to be constructed.
e An archaeologist will be on location or within close proximity to the project location area
everyday topsoil is removed. This includes days when construction is not occurring near
culturally sensitive areas.

Both cultural resources were photographed and documented. The SHSND has been contacted to inform
them of the cultural resource disturbance and we are currently awaiting a response. We will complete a
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site update for 32MT181 and submit a new site form or cultural heritage form for JLH59 for a state
number.

Should you have any comments or questions please contact me at Andrew.robinson@kljeng.com or
701-250-5921.

Sincerely,

KL

dg.-"l___--'

Andrew Robinson
Archeologist
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WANZEK

October 1%, 2019

Merricourt Cultural Site Verification Process

Cultural site fencing is ongoing ahead of construction. We currently have a dedicated crew installing the
fence which is scheduled to finish by 10/4/2019.

We have implemented the following steps to verify compliance moving forward:

1.
2.

Fence installation will be verified by Wanzek Civil Field Engineer

Wanzek civil supervisor will contact Duane with KLJ prior to entering with a list of anticipated
sites to become active over the next 24 hours.

Duane Klinner (Archaeologist) with KLJ will go inspect list of sites for appropriate fencing and
surveying. He will then report back to EDF/Wanzek team with verification or instruction on how
to proceed or hold off activity until further notice.

Once verification from KLJ (Duane Klinner - Archaeologist) is attained, the site will then be
allowed access for construction activity.
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