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October 31, 2019 

EDF Renewables 
10 Second Street ND Suite 400 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

Re:  Merricourt Wind Power Project 
        New Cultural Resource Sites 
        PU-08-932 
 
To Whom it may Concern:  

In attempts to greatly reduce the likelihood of disturbance to known or unknown sites, KLJ at the 
direction of EDF, completed an updated cultural resource clearance of the remaining unconstructed 
towers, access roads, and collector line corridors. The updated inventory consisted of tight intervals of 5 
meters or less, particularly in areas of heavy vegetation. Several of the remaining locations had not been 
inventoried since 2009, and some have been grazed by cattle since the original inventories in 2009, 2013 
and 2016. Many of these areas were also included in the 2013 tribal inventory.  

During the inventory, 16 new sites comprising 30 new features were recorded. All of the new features 
are cairns or stone circles. A majority of the features were found in the now cattle grazed areas. The 
new sites were found generally along access roads and within tower sites.  

During the week of October 20, 2019, KLJ contacted the State Historical Society of North Dakota 
(SHSND) State Archaeologist Andrew Clark regarding the identification of the 16 newly identified cultural 
resource sites on the Merricourt Wind Power Project and asked for consideration of avoidance area 
reductions. KLJ received correspondence on Friday, October 26, 2019 requesting the submittal of the 
newly recorded cultural resources to the SHSND for avoidance consideration.  

In addition to this, an expanded inventory was completed around certain towers as a precautionary 
measure. From this inventory, 2 new sites comprising 2 new features were recorded. The new features 
consist of a cairn and stone circle. KLJ informed the SHSND regarding the identification of the new sites 
on October 31, 2019 and indicated that newly recorded cultural resource site forms are forthcoming.  

Should you have any comments or questions please contact me at Andrew.robinson@kljeng.com or 
701-250-5921. 

Sincerely, 

KLJ 

 

Andrew Robinson 
Archeologist 
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