
Baldwin Wind Energy Center Environmental Assessment Scoping 
Meeting Summary 

Date: Wednesday, October 21, 2009 
Location: Wilton School Gym, Wilton, ND 
Attendees: Approximately 50 

Meeting Summary

The proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center (Project) would connect to a Western Area 
Power Administration (Western) transmission line. Because of this federal nexus, the 
Project requires an Environmental Assessment (EA) by Western under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). As part of the NEPA EA process, a public scoping 
meeting was held near the proposed Project in Wilton, North Dakota on October 21, 
2009. The meeting was held in an open house format from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  

Several agencies were invited to the meeting (Appendix 1) and advertisements were 
placed in the Bismarck Tribune from Tuesday, October 6 through Thursday, October 15, 
2009 (Appendix 2). The meeting was also included in the public service announcements 
for the following six radio stations in the Bismarck area: KQDY, KFYR, KBMR, ROCK 
101, Y93 and ESPN.

Each attendee was asked to sign in, and was given a Project Fact Sheet, map of the 
Project, and a comment sheet (Appendix 3). Maps displayed throughout the room 
illustrated the Project boundary (dated September 9, 2009), the turbine layout, including 
alternate turbines, aerial photography base, and the location of U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) easements (Appendix 4). A flowchart illustrating the NEPA process 
and a couple of posters describing the reason for the open house were also displayed (see 
photos in Appendix 5).  

The following people were available to describe the Project and answer questions: Matt 
Marsh, Western; Allen Wynn, Dick Rausch, Matt Gomes, Neil Jones, Charlie Hutchings, 
Frank Bernardo, and Josie Hernandez, NextEra Energy; Tracey Martorano, Tetra Tech. 

Because the meeting was held as an open house format, there was no formal presentation. 
Attendees received a handout packet consisting of a Project Fact Sheet, a Project Map, 
and a Comment Sheet (Appendix 3). Attendees were able to walk around the room to 
review the displays (Appendix 4 and Appendix 5) and discuss the Project with 
representatives from Western and NextEra Energy. Photos from the meeting are found in 
Appendix 5. 



Comments

Comment sheets were distributed to all attendees.  Some comment forms were received 
that day and others were accepted through mail, telephone, email and fax through 
November 21, 2009. Copies of the comments received to-date are found in Appendix 6. 
Comments were received from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the 
Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS), and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE). All three agencies expressed concern over wetlands in the Project 
area and requested that impacts to wetlands be minimized.  

The National Park Service (NPS) noted that the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail 
is located near the proposed Project. North Dakota Highways 1804 and 1806 are designated 
Lewis and Clark auto tour routes, and the NPS is concerned about potential impacts to the Trail’s 
natural, cultural, recreational, and scenic values, as well as cumulative visual impacts on the 
Trail.

The North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department (NDPRD) search of the North 
Dakota Natural Heritage Database did not find any plant or animal species of concern or 
other significant ecological communities in the Project Area. The NDPRD recommends 
pre and post construction avian and bat monitoring, and recommends that the area be 
revegetation with native species. 

The North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society submitted comments regarding 
grassland mitigation, cumulative impacts, and wildlife surveys.  

Other than requests to be added to the EA mailing list and to receive a draft copy of the 
EA document, five comments were received from the public. Three of these comments 
expressed positive feedback for the Project:  

“It looks good to me.”  

“I am impressed with the good work you are doing in developing sustainable wind 
energy. Keep up the good work!” 

“This looks like a good project. We need more wind energy.”  

Two comments related to potential future business with the Project. The first comment 
was:

“I represent Envision Safety Services, LLC located in Bismarck, ND. We provide safety 
consulting, supervision, training etc. through and after construction projects. I would 
invite the opportunity to meet with the safety director for NextEra Energy and discuss the 
possibility of doing safety work during your construction project.”

The second business-related comment was:  



“I would like to know when the projected start date [sic] of the project and if you have a 
buyer for the Baldwin Wind Center as of now.”  

Appendices

Appendix 1 - Invitations 
Appendix 2 - Newspaper and radio ad 
Appendix 3 – Sign in Sheet and Handouts 
Appendix 4 – Project Map 
Appendix 5 – Photos 
Appendix 6 – Comments 
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Figure 1. 
Baldwin Wind Resource

Area Vicinity Map

Burleigh County,
North Dakota

L E G E N D

Baldwin Turine Array (9/9/09)

Alternate Turbine Site

Turbine Site

Baldwin Wind Resource
Area (9/9/09) 
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Data Sources: 
National Geographic Topo Maps
ESRI Streetmap 9.3

File: P:\FPL Energy\Dakotas\Contract 3935 Baldwin - Burleigh 
County ND\GIS and 
Figures\GIS\Spatial\MXD\Baldwin_VicinityMap_AgencyLetter.mxd
Prepared By: william.scales
Coordinate System: NAD 1983 UTM Zone 14N
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«First Name» «Last Name» «Job Title» «Company/agency» «Address 1» Ma«Address 2» il Merge List«City» «State» «Zip»

Daniel Cimarosti
Regulatory Program 
Manager

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Omaha 
District ND Regulatory Office 1513 South 12th Street Bismarck ND 58504-6640

Carol Rushin
Acting Regional 
Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
Region 8

1595 Wynkoop St., 8EPR-N Mail 
Code Denver CO 80202-1129

Larry Svoboda Director U.S. Environmental Protection Agency NEPA Program
1595 Wynkoop St., 8EPR-N Mail 
Code Denver CO 80202-1129

Jeff Townsend Field Supervisor U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service North Dakota Field Office 3425 Miriam Avenue Bismarck ND 58501-7926

Ed Meendering Wetland Manager U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Long Lake Wetland Management 
District 12000 353rd St. SE Moffit ND 58560-9704

Mark Palmer Director, External Affairs U.S. Department of Agriculture
Farm Service Agency-Public 
Affairs Staff

1400 Independence Ave., SW STOP 
0506 Washington DC 20250-0506

Mark Robinson Director Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Office of Energy Projects 888 First Street, NE Washington DC 20426

John Fowler Executive Director Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Old Post Office Building, Suite 
803 1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW Washington DC 20004

Dianne Guidry Director, Public Affairs U.S. Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service Room 6121-S, P.O. Box 2890 Washington DC 20013

Environmental & Historic 
Preservation Federal Emergency Management Agency Denver Federal Center Building 710, Box 25267 Denver CO 80225-0267

Mark Plank Director
U.S. Department of Agriculture-Rural 
Utilities Service

Engineering and Environmental 
Staff

Room 2242-S, Mail Stop 1571, 1400 
Independence Ave, SW Washington DC 20250

Barry Cooper Regional Administrator U.S. Department of Transportation
Federal Aviation Administration-
Great Lakes Region

O'Hare Lake Office Center, 2300 
East Devon Avenue Des Plaines IL 60018

Willie Taylor, Ph.D. Director U.S. Department of the Interior
Office of Environmental Policy 
and Compliance 1849 C. Street, NW, MS 2342 Washington DC 20240

Stanley Ponce Central Regional Director U.S. Geological Survey Central Region
Denver Federal Center, Building 810, 
Mail Stop 150 Denver CO 80225-0046

Doug Goehring Agriculture Commissioner North Dakota Department of Agriculture
600 East Boulevard Avenue, Dept 
602 Bismarck ND 58505-0020

Terry Steinwand Director
North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department 100 N. Bismarck Expressway Bismarck ND 58501-5095

Kevin Levi District Engineer
North Dakota Department of 
Transportation Bismarck District 218 South Airport Road Bismarck ND 58504-6003

Darrell Nitschke Executive Secretary North Dakota Public Service Commission 600 E. Boulevard Avenue, Dept 408 Bismarck ND 58505-0480

Merlan Paaverud, Jr. Director State Historic Society of North Dakota State Historic Preservation Office 612 East Bouleavard Avenue Bismarck ND 58505

Scott Davis Executive Director North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission
600 E. Boulevard Avenue, 1st Floor 
Judicial Wing, Rm 117 Bismarck ND 58505

Gary Preszler Land Commissioner North Dakota State Land Department PO Box 5523 Bismarck ND 58506-5523

Douglass Prchal Director
North Dakota Parks and Recreation 
Department 1600 E. Century Ave, Suite 3 Bismarck ND 58503

Linn Berg Chair
Burleigh County Soil Conservation 
District 916 East Interstate Avenue, Suite 6 Bismarck ND 58503

JOhn Hoeven Governor Office of the Governor 600 East Boulevard Avenue Bismarck ND 58505-0001
Wendall Meyer Division Administrator Federal Highway Administration North Dakota Division 1471 Interstate Loop Bismarck ND 58503-0567

J.R. Flores State Conservationist Natural Resources Conservation Service North Dakota State Office
220 East Rosser Ave, Federal 
Building, Rm 270 Bismarck ND 58501

Jean Schoenhard County Executive Director Farm Service Agency
Burleigh County Farm Service 

Agengy 916 East Interstate Avenue Bismarck ND 58503-0548

Paul Lucy Director North Dakota Department of Commerce
Economic Development and 

Finance Division PO Box 2057 Bismarck ND 58502-2057
Kyle Tschosik Mayor City of Wilton 121 Dakota Avenue Wilton ND 58579
Jim Peluso Chairman Burleigh County Commission 6131 Ponderosa Avenue Bismarck ND 58503
Mark Armstrong Vice Chairman Burleigh County Commission 618 West Boulevard Avenue Bismarck ND 58501
Brian Bitner Commissioner Burleigh County Commission 751 80th Street SE Bismarck ND 58504
Doug Schonert Commissioner Burleigh County Commission 14600 201st Ave NE Baldwin ND 58521
Jerry Woodcox Commissioner Burleigh County Commission 600 N. Washington Street Bismarck ND 58501
Kent Conrad U.S. Senator United States Senate 530 Hart Senate Office Building Washington DC 20510
Byron Dorgan U.S. Senator United States Senate 322 Hart Senate Office Building Washington DC 20510

Earl Pomeroy Congressman United States House of Representatives
1501 Longworth House Office 
Building Washington DC 20515

Jeff Delzer Representative North Dakota House of Representatives District 8 2919 Fifth Street NW Underwood ND 58576-9603

Duane DeKrey Representative North Dakota House of Representatives District 14 4323 27th Street SE Pettibone ND 58475-9357

Robin Weisz Representative North Dakota House of Representatives District 14 50 Highway 3 South Hurdsfield ND 58451-9009
Layton Freborg Senator South Dakota Senate District 8 PO Box 677 Underwood ND 58576-0677
Jerry Klein Senator South Dakota Senate District 14 PO Box 265 Fessenden ND 58438-0265

Bob Paulson
Western Dakotas 
Program Director The Nature Conservancy 822 Main Street Rapid City SD 57701

Jim Margadant Chairperson Sierra Club North Dakota Office 311 East Thayer Ave, Suite 113 Bismarck ND 58501
Lawrence & Amy Igl President Dakota Prairie Audubon Society 1514 Skyline Lane Jamestown ND 58401
Matt Shappell Regional Director Ducks Unlimited North Dakota 4111 Lockport Street #212 Bismarck ND 58503

Pheasants Forever, Inc. Chapter #47 - Burleigh County 1783 Buerkle Circle St. Paul MN 55110
Craig Johnson Superintendent Wilton School District PO Box 249 Wilton ND 58579
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Appendix 2 - Newspaper and radio ad 



Baldwin Scoping Meeting Radio Ad 

We need your input! Western Area Power Administration will host a public scoping meeting to 
help define the scope of an Environmental Assessment for Baldwin Wind Energy Center.  

The proposed project will include 66 wind turbine generators, an underground power collection 
system, access roads, and an operations and maintenance facility. Construction of the Baldwin 

Wind Energy Center is proposed to begin in May 2010. 

The meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 21st from 5 to 8 PM at the Wilton School Gym. 
For more information, please contact Matt Marsh at 1-800-358-3415. 





Appendix 3 – Sign in Sheet and Handouts 









Overview
» Located in Burleigh County, North Dakota
»  Built, owned, and operated by a subsidiary 

of NextEra™ Energy Resources
» 99-megawatt wind generation plant
»  66 1.5-megawatt GE turbines that are 

capable of generating enough electricity to 
power more than 24,000 homes

»  Each turbine is approximately 262 feet tall 
from the ground to the hub in the center of 
the blades

» Commercial operation expected to begin  
   in 2010

Benefits 
» Expected to employ a staff of 5
» Estimated to pay over $200,000 annually   
   in property taxes   
»  Estimated to make annual landowner 

payments of over $600,000
» Creates no air or water pollution
»  Uses no water in the generation of 

electricity
» Allows land to remain in agricultural use

Baldwin Wind     
Energy Center

»  A leading clean energy provider operating wind, natural gas, solar, hydroelectric 
and nuclear power plants across the nation

»  More than 17,000 megawatts of generating capacity in 25 states and Canada
»  The largest wind generator in the country with nearly 70 facilities currently in 

operation
»  A subsidiary of FPL Group, Inc., with headquarters in Juno Beach, Florida 

About NextEraTM Energy Resources

How It Works
Wind turbines work on the same 
principle as a child’s pinwheel. When 
you blow on a pinwheel, the blades of 
the pinwheel spin around—same with a 
wind turbine. 

When the wind blows against the blades of 
the wind turbine, the blades slowly rotate. 
The blades are connected to a drive shaft 
inside the large box (called a nacelle) seen 
on the top of the tower. The drive shaft 
turns the generator, which makes the 
electricity.  Each wind turbine operates 
independently of the others. Each is, es-
sentially, an individual power plant.

The turbine has a weather station on the 
top that tells it the wind speed and wind 
direction. That information is sent to the 
turbine’s computer, which moves the top 
of the turbine (the nacelle and blades) 
so that the blades are always facing 
into the wind. The nacelle can turn 360 
degrees.

The electricity is carried in cables from 
the generator down the inside of the 
tower, then underground to the site’s 
substation. That power then goes into 
the offsite transmission lines and is used 
by the local utility to serve its customers 
in the region.

nosecone

nacelle

hub
blade

gearbox

generator

weather 
station

tower
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Baldwin Wind Resource

Area Vicinity Map
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Alternate Turbine Site
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Area (9/9/09) 
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Data Sources: 
National Geographic Topo Maps
ESRI Streetmap 9.3

File: P:\FPL Energy\Dakotas\Contract 3935 Baldwin - Burleigh 
County ND\GIS and 
Figures\GIS\Spatial\MXD\Baldwin_VicinityMap_AgencyLetter.mxd
Prepared By: william.scales
Coordinate System: NAD 1983 UTM Zone 14N
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Baldwin Wind Energy Center Open House 
October 21, 2009, 5-8 PM Wilton School Gym 

  COMMENT SHEET 
After reviewing all of the exhibits and speaking with project representatives, please share your comments with us 
regarding the Baldwin Wind Energy Center Environmental Assessment.  
 
Comments: 
____________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
To receive more information regarding the Environmental Assessment for the Baldwin Wind Energy Center, please 
provide us your contact information. 
 
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone Number: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Representing (organization, company, etc.) _________________________________________________________ 
 
After completing the comment form, please submit it in the comment box, or mail/fax to: 
Matt Marsh, Environmental Protection Specialist, Western Area Power Administration 
PO Box 35800, Billings, MT 59107-5800, Fax: (406) 247-7408. You may also submit your comments via phone at (800) 
358-3415 or via email to mmarsh@wapa.gov. Your comments are important to us and will be accepted through 
November 21, 2009.  

 
Thank you for your participation. 







Appendix 4 – Project Map 
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Appendix 5 – Photos 



Baldwin Scoping Meeting Photos 

Photo 1 Attendees at Public Scoping Meeting 

Photo 2 Western Displays 



Photo 3 EA Process Flowchart 

Photo 4 Attendees Reviewing Project Map 



Photo 5 Attendees at Meeting 

Photo 6 Project Proponents Answering Questions 



Photo 7 Comment Box and Sign-In Table 

Photo 8 Project Area Map on Display 



Appendix 6 – Comments 





















































From: Arlis Waltos
To: mmarsh@wapa.gov;
cc: awaltos@fs.fed.us;
Subject: Baldwin Wind Energy Center Project EA
Date: Friday, October 23, 2009 4:00:37 PM

Hi, we missed the meeting in Wilton this week. Will you please add our names to 
receive future information.

Gerald & Arlis Waltos
6901 201st Ave. NE
Baldwin, ND  58521

Thank you.

Arlis Waltos, DPG 
240 W. Century Ave. 
Bismarck, ND  58503   tel: 701-250-4463, ext. 102 



From: Brodin.Molly@epamail.epa.gov
To: mmarsh@wapa.gov;
Subject: EPA recommendations for preparation of Baldwin Wind Draft EA
Date: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 3:59:15 PM

Dear Mr. Marsh, 

Thank you for providing the letter notifying EPA Region 8 of Western's 
intent to prepare an EA for the proposed Baldwin Wind Project in 
Burleigh County, ND.  We understand from the letter that the proposed 
project would involve construction of approximately 66 wind turbine 
generators on approximately 12,000 acres of leased land.  Included in 
the project would be construction of additional access roads as 
necessary, with permanent width of 32 feet and temporary construction 
width of 50 feet.  Also included is installation of an underground 
electrical collection system, requiring vegetation clearing to 30 feet 
wide as well as trenching, and a collector substation occupying 
approximately 1.4 acres. 

EPA notes that Burleigh County is located in the prairie pothole region 
of North Dakota.  Additionally, we note, from the map provided and 
additional study of satellite images of the project area, that the 
proposed project area appears to contain a significant percentage of 
wetlands.  The EA should address potential impacts to all resources of 
concern for the project area, but we recommend particular attention be 
given to wetland impacts. 

EPA considers the protection, improvement, and restoration of wetlands 
and riparian areas to be a high priority. Wetlands and riparian areas 
increase landscape and species diversity, support many species of 
western wildlife, and are critical to the protection of water quality 
and designated beneficial water uses.  Executive Order (EO) 11990 
directs Federal Agencies to "take action to minimize the destruction, 
loss or degradation of wetlands, and to preserve and enhance the natural 
and beneficial values of wetlands in carrying out the agency's 
responsibilities."  The EA should describe how the pipeline alternatives 
will address the wetland protection goals in EO 11990, as applicable. 

Installation of wind turbine generators, access road construction, 
electrical collection system installation, and construction of the 
collector substation all have potential to impact wetlands in the 
proposed project area.  Please note that wetland impacts should be 
avoided and minimized, to the maximum extent practicable, and then 
unavoidable wetland impacts should be compensated for through wetland 



restoration, creation, or enhancement.   Wetland mitigations often 
require evaluation of less environmentally damaging project 
alternatives.  In general, the required compensatory mitigation should 
be located within the same watershed as the impact site, and should be 
located where it is most likely to successfully replace lost functions 
and services.  Specific information on mitigation plans should be 
provided, including the type and location of planned mitigation; this 
mitigation plan should include consideration of direct, indirect, and 
cumulative effects. 

EPA Region 8 would like to receive a review copy of the Draft EA. 
Please send it to: 

Larry Svoboda, Program Director 
EPA Region 8 (8EPR-N) 
1595 Wynkoop Street 
Denver, CO 80202-1129 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment during the scoping period for 
this project.  We look forward to reviewing the Draft EA.  If you have 
any questions on these comments, please contact me via e-mail or at the 
phone number below. 

Regards,

Molly Brodin 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (8EPR-N) 
Ecosystems Protection and Remediation 
National Environmental Policy Act 
1595 Wynkoop St. 
Denver, Colorado 80202 
(303) 312-6577 



From: Matt Marsh
To: Chuck Peterson; 
Subject: Re: Baldwin Wind farm
Date: Friday, October 23, 2009 12:08:35 PM

Hi Chuck.  We only do web sites for our EIS projects.  I'm not sure if NextEra 
Energy has a project web site for this.  I will add your name to our EA project list.
Thanks for your interest in our project.
Matt

Matt Marsh 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Western Area Power Administration 
P.O. Box 35800 
Billings, MT 59107-5800 
406-247-7385 (office)
406-670-7479 (cell)

>>> "Chuck Peterson" <C.Peterson@jobberswarehouse.com> 10/21/2009 9:31 
AM >>> 
Please add my name and address to receive information concerning the 
Baldwin Wind Project.  Is there a website?

Chuck Peterson
17850 28th St NW
Baldwin, ND 58521
C2221111@wildblue.net .



From: Matt Marsh
To: Diane Enger; 
Subject: Re: Mailing List -
Date: Friday, October 23, 2009 12:10:46 PM

Hi Diane,
I will add you to our mailing list.  Thanks for your interest in our project.  If you 
have any questions, comments or concerns please feel free to email or call me at 
any time.  Thanks.
Matt

Matt Marsh 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Western Area Power Administration 
P.O. Box 35800 
Billings, MT 59107-5800 
406-247-7385 (office)
406-670-7479 (cell)

>>> "Enger, Diane" <Diane.Enger@securiannd.com> 10/21/2009 9:24 AM >>> 
Please add me to the Wilton/Baldwin, ND project mailing list.

Diane Enger
c/o Betty Franklund
1127 N. 29th Street
Bismarck, ND 58501

My home phone number is (701) 224-1016 or you can reach Betty Franklund at (701) 223-2919.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thank you,
Diane Enger

Diane "Franky" Enger, Office Administrator
Securian Financial Advisors of ND, Inc.
4431 Memorial Highway
Mandan, ND 58554
P: (701) 663-8401   F: (701) 663-8402
www.securiannd.com

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Securian Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail 
601 Riverfront Drive 

Omaha, Nebraska 68102-4226 

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE SENT VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 

NO HARD COPY TO FOLLOW 
L7615 (LECL-RS) 

November 20, 2009 

Mr. Matt Marsh 
Environmental Protection Specialist  
Western Area Power Administration 
P.O. Box 35800 
Billings, Montana 59107-5800 

Dear Mr. Marsh: 

The National Park Service (NPS) reviewed the notice soliciting comments on the scope of an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh 
County, North Dakota.  Please consider the following comments in developing the EA for this 
project.

The Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail (the Trail) was established by Congress in an 
amendment to the National Trails System Act in 1978, and is administered by NPS.  Under this 
Act, the NPS is charged with the identification and protection of the historic route, remnants, and 
artifacts of the Lewis and Clark Corps of Discovery Expedition for public use and enjoyment.   

The Trail is located near the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center.  The Expedition traveled 
the Missouri River through North Dakota in October, 1804 as they headed west and in August, 
1806 on their return journey.  U.S. Highway 83, on the east side of the Missouri River and North 
Dakota Highway 6, on the west side of the river are designated Lewis and Clark auto tour routes 
in this area.  In addition, North Dakota Highways 1804 and 1806 were named in commemoration 
of the Expedition.  The public follows the historic Trail on these roadways and along or on the 
Missouri River. 

While NPS supports efforts to produce clean energy, we urge avoidance or minimization of 
adverse impacts to Trail resources from the proposed project.  Potential impacts to the natural, 
cultural, recreational, and scenic values of the Trail should be examined in the EA.  There is a 
great deal of local, regional, and national significance in recognizing and preserving the 
resources of the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail.

The NPS is very concerned about cumulative visual impacts to the Trail from this proposed 
project and similar projects either existing or forecast in the region and all along the Trail.  Trail 
visitors drawn to the area for its scenic or historic qualities are likely to be sensitive to 
disruptions of the landscape by man-made structures.  Given their size and blade rotation, wind 
turbines attract attention on the landscape.  As currently outlined in the project area vicinity map, 



the closest turbine is sited less than two miles from the Trail.  The NPS requests that wind 
turbines be sited outside the viewshed of the Trail wherever possible.  After consideration has 
been given to siting turbines outside the Trail viewshed, a vigorous visual impact assessment 
must be completed and included in the EA.

This project is sited immediately south of the existing Wilton Wind Energy Center project that 
has thirty-three turbines.  These wind developments require interconnection to existing or new 
transmission lines and electrical substations and construction of access roads.  The cumulative 
impact of these and other wind developments, including necessary infrastructure, must be 
evaluated in the EA.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. We request a copy of the draft EA when it is 
available for review.  If you have questions regarding our comments, or would like more 
information on the Trail, please contact Chief of Resources Stewardship Dan Wiley at 402-661-
1830 or Dan_Wiley@nps.gov. 

Sincerely,

/s/ Mark R. Weekley 

Mark Weekely 
Superintendent

cc:
Nick Chevance 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
Midwest Regional Office 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, Nebraska  68102 



No,�our�comments�are�still�applicable,�just�with�the�correction�on�which�
roads�are�the�designated�auto�tour�route�in�North�Dakota.�
�
Thank�you,�
�
Denise�L.�Nelson�
Environmental�Protection�Specialist�
Lewis�&�Clark�National�Historic�Trail�
601�Riverfront�Drive�
Omaha,�NE�68102�
�
Phone:�402�661�1812�
Fax:������402�661�1813�
�
����������������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������"Matt�Marsh"���������������������������������������������������
�������������<MMarsh@wapa.gov>����������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������To��
�������������11/30/2009�10:09����������<Denise_Nelson@nps.gov>��������������
�������������AM���������������������������������������������������������cc��
����������������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������Subject��
���������������������������������������Re:�NPS�comments�on�Baldwin�Wind�����
���������������������������������������Energy�Center�in��Burleigh�����������
���������������������������������������County,�ND���������������������������
Hi�Denise,�
Would�you�like�to�withdraw�your�comments�then?�
Matt�
�
Matt�Marsh�
Environmental�Protection�Specialist�
Western�Area�Power�Administration�
P.O.�Box�35800�
Billings,�MT�59107�5800�
406�247�7385�(office)�
406�670�7479�(cell)�
�
>>>�<Denise_Nelson@nps.gov>�11/24/2009�3:27�PM�>>>�
Hi�Matt,�
�
I'm�working�on�comments�for�a�proposed�transmission�line�(Minnkota�Power�
Cooperative)�north�of�Bismark,�ND�and�learned�from�our�Outdoor�Recreation�
Planner�that�North�Dakota�Highways�1804�and�1806�are�the�designated�Lewis�
and�Clark�auto�tour�routes�in�North�Dakota.��I�had�incorrectly�indicated�
in�our�November�20th�comment�letter�that�Hwys�83�and�6�are�the�designated�
auto�tour�routes�in�ND.��U.S.�Highway�83�and�North�Dakota�Highway�6�are�
designated�on�the�maps�created�for�development�of�the�Lewis�and�Clark�
National�Historic�Trail�in�the�National�Trails�System�Act�and�may�have�
once�also�been�the�official�auto�tour�route�in�ND.�I�regret�the�error�and�
apologize�for�the�confusion.�
�



Please�feel�free�to�contact�me�if�you�have�any�questions.��Have�a�Happy�
Thanksgiving!�
�
Denise�L.�Nelson�
Environmental�Protection�Specialist�
Lewis�&�Clark�National�Historic�Trail�
601�Riverfront�Drive�
Omaha,�NE�68102�
�
Phone:�402�661�1812�
Fax:������402�661�1813�
�
�������������"Matt�Marsh"�
�������������<mmarsh@wapa.gov>�
������������������������������������������������������������������������To�
�������������11/20/2009�03:36����������<Denise_Nelson@nps.gov>�
�������������PM���������������������������������������������������������cc�
�
�������������������������������������������������������������������Subject�
���������������������������������������Re:�NPS�comments�on�Baldwin�Wind�
���������������������������������������Energy�Center�in�Burleigh�
���������������������������������������County,�ND�
�
Thanks�for�the�comments�Denise.��Have�a�great�weekend.�
Matt�
�
Matt�Marsh�
Environmental�Protection�Specialist�
Western�Area�Power�Administration�
P.O.�Box�35800�
Billings,�MT�59107�5800�
406�247�7385�
>>>�<Denise_Nelson@nps.gov>�11/20/09�1:38�PM�>>>�
�
Hello�Matt,�
�
Scoping�comments�from�the�Lewis�and�Clark�National�Historic�Trail�on�the�
proposed�Baldwind�Wind�Energy�Center�are�attached.�
�
Thank�you�for�the�opportunity�to�comment�and�please�feel�free�to�contact�
me�with�any�questions.�
�
(See�attached�file:�Baldwin_Wind_Energy_LECLcomment112009.pdf)�
�
Environmental�Protection�Specialist�
Lewis�&�Clark�National�Historic�Trail�
601�Riverfront�Drive�
Omaha,�NE�68102�
�
Phone:�402�661�1812�
Fax:������402�661�1813�










