
 

 

September 21, 2009 
 
Mr. Larry Taborsky 
Director 
North Dakota Aeronautics Commission 
P. O. Box 5020 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58502-5020  
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Taborsky: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Burleigh County, southeast of Wilton, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 99 
megawatts (MW), operated at a 49.5 MW annual average. The proposed project area is shown in the 
attached figure is the primary focus of our investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Aeronautics Commission for assistance in identifying concerns or issues 
within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the 
land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

141N 78W 19

141N 79W 2-5, 8-15, 24

142N 79W 19-23, 26-30
Burleigh 

142N 80W 25 
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 23, 2009. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 
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September 21, 2009 
 
Mr. Paul Govig 
Director 
North Dakota Department of Commerce, Division of Community Services 
1600 East Century Avenue, Suite 2 
PO Box 2057 
Bismarck, ND 58502-2057 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Govig: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Burleigh County, southeast of Wilton, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 99 
megawatts (MW), operated at a 49.5 MW annual average. The proposed project area is shown in the 
attached figure is the primary focus of our investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Department of Commerce for assistance in identifying concerns or issues 
within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the 
land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

141N 78W 19 

141N 79W 2-5, 8-15, 24 

142N 79W 19-23, 26-30 
Burleigh 

142N 80W 25 
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 23, 2009. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 21, 2009 
 
Mr. Doug Goehring 
Agriculture Commissioner 
North Dakota Department of Agriculture 
600 East Boulevard Avenue, Department 602 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0020 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Goehring: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Burleigh County, southeast of Wilton, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 99 
megawatts (MW), operated at a 49.5 MW annual average. The proposed project area is shown in the 
attached figure is the primary focus of our investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Department of Agriculture for assistance in identifying concerns or issues 
within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the 
land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

141N 78W 19

141N 79W 2-5, 8-15, 24

142N 79W 19-23, 26-30
Burleigh 

142N 80W 25 
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 23, 2009. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 
 



 

 

September 21, 2009 
 
Mr. Wayne Kutzer 
Director 
North Dakota Department of Career and Technical Education 
State Capitol 15th Floor 
600 East Boulevard Avenue, Department 270 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0610 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Kutzer: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Burleigh County, southeast of Wilton, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 99 
megawatts (MW), operated at a 49.5 MW annual average. The proposed project area is shown in the 
attached figure is the primary focus of our investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Department of Career and Technical Education for assistance in 
identifying concerns or issues within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a 
decision regarding the use of the land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

141N 78W 19 

141N 79W 2-5, 8-15, 24 

142N 79W 19-23, 26-30 
Burleigh 

142N 80W 25 
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 23, 2009. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 21, 2009 
 
Dr. Terry Dwelle, M.D., M.P.H.T.M. 
State Health Officer 
North Dakota Department of Health 
600 East Boulevard Avenue 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0200 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Dr. Dwelle: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Burleigh County, southeast of Wilton, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 99 
megawatts (MW), operated at a 49.5 MW annual average. The proposed project area is shown in the 
attached figure is the primary focus of our investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Department of Health for assistance in identifying concerns or issues 
within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the 
land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

141N 78W 19

141N 79W 2-5, 8-15, 24

142N 79W 19-23, 26-30
Burleigh 

142N 80W 25 
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 23, 2009. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 
 



 

 

September 21, 2009 
 
Ms. Carol K. Olson 
Executive Director 
North Dakota Department of Human Services 
600 East Boulevard Avenue, Department 325 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0250 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Ms. Olson: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Burleigh County, southeast of Wilton, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 99 
megawatts (MW), operated at a 49.5 MW annual average. The proposed project area is shown in the 
attached figure is the primary focus of our investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Department of Human Services for assistance in identifying concerns or 
issues within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of 
the land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

141N 78W 19

141N 79W 2-5, 8-15, 24

142N 79W 19-23, 26-30
Burleigh 

142N 80W 25 
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 23, 2009. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 
 



 

 

September 21, 2009 
 
Ms. Lisa Fair McEvers 
Commissioner of Labor 
North Dakota Department of Labor 
600 East Boulevard Avenue, Department 406 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0340 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Ms. McEvers: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Burleigh County, southeast of Wilton, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 99 
megawatts (MW), operated at a 49.5 MW annual average. The proposed project area is shown in the 
attached figure is the primary focus of our investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Department of Labor for assistance in identifying concerns or issues 
within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the 
land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

141N 78W 19

141N 79W 2-5, 8-15, 24

142N 79W 19-23, 26-30
Burleigh 

142N 80W 25 
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 23, 2009. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 
 



 

 

September 21, 2009 
 
Paul Lucy 
Director 
North Dakota Department of Commerce 
Economic Development & Finance Division 
P.O. Box 2057 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58502-2057 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Lucy: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Burleigh County, southeast of Wilton, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 99 
megawatts (MW), operated at a 49.5 MW annual average. The proposed project area is shown in the 
attached figure is the primary focus of our investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Department of Commerce for assistance in identifying concerns or issues 
within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the 
land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

141N 78W 19 

141N 79W 2-5, 8-15, 24 

142N 79W 19-23, 26-30 
Burleigh 

142N 80W 25 
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 23, 2009. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 21, 2009 
 
Mr. Kevin Levi 
District Engineer 
North Dakota Department of Transportation, Bismarck District 
218 South Airport Road 
Bismarck, ND 58504-6003 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Levi: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Burleigh County, southeast of Wilton, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 99 
megawatts (MW), operated at a 49.5 MW annual average. The proposed project area is shown in the 
attached figure is the primary focus of our investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Department of Transportation for assistance in identifying concerns or 
issues within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of 
the land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

141N 78W 19 

141N 79W 2-5, 8-15, 24 

142N 79W 19-23, 26-30 
Burleigh 

142N 80W 25 
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 23, 2009. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 21, 2009 
 
Mr. Gary D. Preszler 
Commissioner 
North Dakota State Land Department 
P. O. Box 5523 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58506-5523 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Preszler: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Burleigh County, southeast of Wilton, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 99 
megawatts (MW), operated at a 49.5 MW annual average. The proposed project area is shown in the 
attached figure is the primary focus of our investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota State Land Department for assistance in identifying concerns or issues 
within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the 
land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

141N 78W 19 

141N 79W 2-5, 8-15, 24 

142N 79W 19-23, 26-30 
Burleigh 

142N 80W 25 
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 23, 2009. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 21, 2009 
 
Mr. Dale Frink 
State Engineer 
North Dakota State Water Commission 
900 East Boulevard, Dept. 770 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0850 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Frink: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Burleigh County, southeast of Wilton, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 99 
megawatts (MW), operated at a 49.5 MW annual average. The proposed project area is shown in the 
attached figure is the primary focus of our investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota State Water Commission for assistance in identifying concerns or issues 
within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the 
land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

141N 78W 19 

141N 79W 2-5, 8-15, 24 

142N 79W 19-23, 26-30 
Burleigh 

142N 80W 25 
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 23, 2009. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 21, 2009 
 
Mr. Terry Steinwand 
Director 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department 
100 N. Bismarck Expressway 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501-5095 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Steinwand: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Burleigh County, southeast of Wilton, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 99 
megawatts (MW), operated at a 49.5 MW annual average. The proposed project area is shown in the 
attached figure is the primary focus of our investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Game and Fish Department for assistance in identifying concerns or 
issues within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of 
the land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

141N 78W 19 

141N 79W 2-5, 8-15, 24 

142N 79W 19-23, 26-30 
Burleigh 

142N 80W 25 
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 23, 2009. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 21, 2009 
 
Mr. Edward C. Murphy 
State Geologist 
North Dakota Geological Survey 
1016 East Calgary Ave 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58503 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Murphy: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Burleigh County, southeast of Wilton, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 99 
megawatts (MW), operated at a 49.5 MW annual average. The proposed project area is shown in the 
attached figure is the primary focus of our investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Geological Survey for assistance in identifying concerns or issues within 
the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the land, as 
well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

141N 78W 19 

141N 79W 2-5, 8-15, 24 

142N 79W 19-23, 26-30 
Burleigh 

142N 80W 25 
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 23, 2009. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 21, 2009 
 
Mr. Scott Davis 
Executive Director 
North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission 
600 East Boulevard Avenue 
1st Floor – Judicial Wing, Room #117 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Davis: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Burleigh County, southeast of Wilton, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 99 
megawatts (MW), operated at a 49.5 MW annual average. The proposed project area is shown in the 
attached figure is the primary focus of our investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission for assistance in identifying concerns or issues 
within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the 
land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

141N 78W 19 

141N 79W 2-5, 8-15, 24 

142N 79W 19-23, 26-30 
Burleigh 

142N 80W 25 
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 23, 2009. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 21, 2009 
 
Mr. Douglass A. Prchal 
Director 
North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department 
1600 E. Century Ave, Suite 3 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58503 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Prchal: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Burleigh County, southeast of Wilton, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 99 
megawatts (MW), operated at a 49.5 MW annual average. The proposed project area is shown in the 
attached figure is the primary focus of our investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department for assistance in identifying concerns 
or issues within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use 
of the land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

141N 78W 19 

141N 79W 2-5, 8-15, 24 

142N 79W 19-23, 26-30 
Burleigh 

142N 80W 25 
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 23, 2009. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 21, 2009 
 
Ms. Linn Berg 
Chair 
Burleigh County Soil Conservation District 
916 East Interstate Avenue Suite 6 
Bismarck, ND 58503  
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Ms. Berg: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Burleigh County, southeast of Wilton, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 99 
megawatts (MW), operated at a 49.5 MW annual average. The proposed project area is shown in the 
attached figure is the primary focus of our investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the Burleigh County Soil Conservation District for assistance in identifying concerns or 
issues within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of 
the land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

141N 78W 19

141N 79W 2-5, 8-15, 24

142N 79W 19-23, 26-30
Burleigh 

142N 80W 25 
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 23, 2009. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 
 



 

 

September 21, 2009 
 
Merlan E. Paaverud, Jr. 
Director 
State Historical Society of North Dakota 
612 East Boulevard Avenue 
Bismarck, ND  58505 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Paaverud: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Burleigh County, southeast of Wilton, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 99 
megawatts (MW), operated at a 49.5 MW annual average. The proposed project area is shown in the 
attached figure is the primary focus of our investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the State Historical Society of North Dakota for assistance in identifying concerns or issues 
within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the 
land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office. A Class I file search and Class III 
pedestrian survey will be conducted for this project. 
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

141N 78W 19 

141N 79W 2-5, 8-15, 24 

142N 79W 19-23, 26-30 
Burleigh 

142N 80W 25 
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 23, 2009. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 21, 2009 
 
Mr. Daniel Cimarosti 
Regulatory Program Manager 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Omaha District, North Dakota Regulatory Office 
1513 South 12th Street 
Bismarck, ND 58504 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Cimarosti: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Burleigh County, southeast of Wilton, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 99 
megawatts (MW), operated at a 49.5 MW annual average. The proposed project area is shown in the 
attached figure is the primary focus of our investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting USACE for assistance in identifying concerns or issues within the boundaries of the tracts 
listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the land, as well as applicable permits 
that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

141N 78W 19 

141N 79W 2-5, 8-15, 24 

142N 79W 19-23, 26-30 
Burleigh 

142N 80W 25 
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, State Historical Society of North 
Dakota, and North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 23, 2009. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 21, 2009 
 
Mr. Terry Ellsworth 
USFWS North Dakota Field Office 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501-7926 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Ellsworth: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application 
for a Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that 
application, we are conducting an investigation of property in Burleigh County, southeast of 
Wilton, North Dakota as a potential location for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center. This 
proposed project would consist of 99 megawatts (MW), operated at a 49.5 MW annual average. 
The proposed project area is shown in the attached figure is the primary focus of our 
investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative 
rules, we are consulting the USFWS for assistance in identifying concerns or issues within the 
boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the 
land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

141N 78W 19
141N 79W 2-5, 8-15, 24
142N 79W 19-23, 26-30

Burleigh 

142N 80W 25
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that 
identifies and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar 
query letters to other agencies including, but not limited to, the State Historical Society of North 
Dakota, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We have already been in communication with the USFWS Habitat and Population Evaluation 
Team (HAPET) to identify waterfowl production areas (WPAs) and grassland, wetland, and 
conservation easements within the Project boundary; none were identified. 
 
Various biological surveys have been completed in or near this Project area (see Appendix 1).   
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Those studies include the following: 
 

• Spring and Fall Avian Surveys  
• Whooping Crane Likelihood Assessment 

 
Other biological surveys that are underway include: 

• Native Prairie Survey 
• Wetlands Delineation 

 
We would appreciate a response by October 23, 2009. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if 
you have any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 
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Appendix 1: Summary of Surveys Conducted to Date  

 
Fall and Spring Avian Surveys 
 
NextEra Energy Resources contracted Western Ecosystems Technology, Inc. to conduct 
surveys and monitor wildlife resources in the Project Area to estimate the impacts of project 
construction and operations on wildlife. The following document contains results for fixed-point 
bird use surveys, raptor nest surveys, and incidental wildlife observations. The principal objective 
of the study was to provide site specific bird resource and use data that would be useful in 
evaluating potential impacts from the wind-energy facility. 
 
The objective of the fixed-point bird use surveys was to estimate the seasonal, spatial, and 
temporal use of the Project Area by birds, particularly raptors. Fixed-point surveys were 
conducted from September 17 through November 4, 2008, and March 18 through June 25, 2009 
at 18 points established throughout the Project Area. A total of 414 twenty-minute fixed-point 
surveys were completed and 76 bird species were identified. 
 
Waterfowl use was highest during the spring (3.33 birds/plot/20-min survey), primarily due to 
high use by Canada geese. Raptor use was highest during the summer (0.46 birds/plot/20-min 
survey) and lowest during the fall (0.20). The most common raptors observed in the Wilton 
Expansion Wind Resource Area were red-tailed hawk and northern harrier. Passerines had use 
ranging from 2.15 birds/plot/20-minute survey in summer to 0.66 in fall; although the focus was 
within a100-meter viewshed and is not directly comparable to the other bird types. 
 
During the study, 237 single or groups of large birds totaling 1,774 individuals were observed 
flying during fixed-point bird use surveys. For all large bird species combined, 18.3 percent of 
birds were observed flying below the likely zone of risk, 48.9% were within the zone of risk, and 
32.8 percent were observed flying above the zone of risk for typical turbines that could be used 
in the Project Area. Bird types most often observed flying within the turbine zone of risk were 
waterfowl (82.9%), large corvids (53.5%), and raptors (43.4%). A total of 297 passerines and 
other small birds in 134 groups were recorded flying within 100 meters of the survey plots in the 
proposed Project Area, with 99.0 percent below the zone of risk, 1.0 percent within the zone of 
risk, and none observed above the zone of risk. 
 
The data collected during this study suggests that the Project Area may occasionally receive 
substantial use by waterfowl, but does not appear to be within a major migratory pathway for 
raptors. In addition, the study area does not appear to provide important stopover habitat for 
migrant songbirds based on fixed-point bird use surveys. Construction and operation of the wind-
energy facility may displace some types of birds. Siting turbines within altered habitats (crop 
fields) to the extent possible will reduce potential impacts of bird displacement. 
 
The objective of the raptor nest mapping was to record raptor nests that may be subject to 
disturbance and/or displacement by wind-energy facility construction and/or operation. Ground 
based surveys were conducted in conjunction with bird use surveys in March and April. The 
surveys were conducted prior to leaf-out to improve the chances of finding nests. A total of 16 
raptor nests (five active) were recorded in or within 0.25 mi of the Project Area. One active nest 
was in the construction path and had a ¼ mi “no disturbance” buffer placed around it until it was 
no longer active. 
 
The objective of incidental wildlife observations was to provide record of wildlife seen outside of 
the standardized surveys. The most abundant large bird species recorded incidentally was 
sandhill crane. 
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Some species considered to be sensitive or of conservation concern by the state of North 
Dakota were observed within the Project Area. During all surveys and incidental observations, 17 
sensitive species were observed. This is a tally that in some cases represents repeated 
observations of the same individual. These species have greater potential to occur in non-
cropland areas, such as grasslands. Some potential exists for wind turbines to displace these 
species within non-cropland habitats. Research concerning displacement impacts of wind-energy 
facilities are limited, but some show the potential for small scale displacement of 591 feet (180 
meters) or less, while impacts to densities of birds at larger scales has not been shown. Two bird 
species of primary interest to wind energy development in the central and north-central United 
States are whooping cranes and sharp-tailed grouse. No whooping cranes or sharp-tailed grouse 
leks (individual grouse were observed) were recorded in the Project Area. However, the location, 
presence of suitable habitat, and presence of similar species indicates that both whooping 
cranes and sharp-tailed grouse leks could be found within the project area at some point.  
 
Whooping Crane Likelihood Assessment 
 
NextEra Energy Resources contracted Tetra Tech to conduct a desktop likelihood assessment 
for the Baldwin Project Area. The analysis is based on three factors: (1) the location of the 
Project in the crane migration corridor; (2) the attractiveness of the landscape; and (3) historical 
observations of whooping cranes. The likelihood of whooping cranes occurring in the Baldwin 
Project Area is low, despite the Project Area’s position in the central portion of the whooping 
crane migration corridor. The major factor that contributed to this assessment was the lower 
proportion of suitable wetland habitat within the Project Area than the surrounding area. There 
were no recorded observations of whooping cranes within the Project Area. A total of 79 
observations occurred within the 35-mile buffer area around the Project Area.  



 

 

September 21, 2009 
 
Mr. Ed Meendering 
USFWS Long Lake Wetland Management District 
12000 353rd Street SE 
Moffit, ND 58560-9704 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Ellsworth: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application 
for a Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that 
application, we are conducting an investigation of property in Burleigh County, southeast of 
Wilton, North Dakota as a potential location for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center. This 
proposed project would consist of 99 megawatts (MW), operated at a 49.5 MW annual average. 
The proposed project area is shown in the attached figure is the primary focus of our 
investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative 
rules, we are consulting the USFWS for assistance in identifying concerns or issues within the 
boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the 
land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

141N 78W 19
141N 79W 2-5, 8-15, 24
142N 79W 19-23, 26-30

Burleigh 

142N 80W 25
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that 
identifies and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar 
query letters to other agencies including, but not limited to, the State Historical Society of North 
Dakota, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We have already been in communication with the USFWS Habitat and Population Evaluation 
Team (HAPET) to identify waterfowl production areas (WPAs) and grassland, wetland, and 
conservation easements within the Project boundary; none were identified. 
 
Various biological surveys have been completed in or near this Project area (see Appendix 1).   
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Those studies include the following: 
 

• Spring and Fall Avian Surveys  
• Whooping Crane Likelihood Assessment 

 
Other biological surveys that are underway include: 

• Native Prairie Survey 
• Wetlands Delineation 

 
We would appreciate a response by October 23, 2009. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if 
you have any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 
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Appendix 1: Summary of Surveys Conducted to Date  

 
Fall and Spring Avian Surveys 
 
NextEra Energy Resources contracted Western Ecosystems Technology, Inc. to conduct 
surveys and monitor wildlife resources in the Project Area to estimate the impacts of project 
construction and operations on wildlife. The following document contains results for fixed-point 
bird use surveys, raptor nest surveys, and incidental wildlife observations. The principal objective 
of the study was to provide site specific bird resource and use data that would be useful in 
evaluating potential impacts from the wind-energy facility. 
 
The objective of the fixed-point bird use surveys was to estimate the seasonal, spatial, and 
temporal use of the Project Area by birds, particularly raptors. Fixed-point surveys were 
conducted from September 17 through November 4, 2008, and March 18 through June 25, 2009 
at 18 points established throughout the Project Area. A total of 414 twenty-minute fixed-point 
surveys were completed and 76 bird species were identified. 
 
Waterfowl use was highest during the spring (3.33 birds/plot/20-min survey), primarily due to 
high use by Canada geese. Raptor use was highest during the summer (0.46 birds/plot/20-min 
survey) and lowest during the fall (0.20). The most common raptors observed in the Wilton 
Expansion Wind Resource Area were red-tailed hawk and northern harrier. Passerines had use 
ranging from 2.15 birds/plot/20-minute survey in summer to 0.66 in fall; although the focus was 
within a100-meter viewshed and is not directly comparable to the other bird types. 
 
During the study, 237 single or groups of large birds totaling 1,774 individuals were observed 
flying during fixed-point bird use surveys. For all large bird species combined, 18.3 percent of 
birds were observed flying below the likely zone of risk, 48.9% were within the zone of risk, and 
32.8 percent were observed flying above the zone of risk for typical turbines that could be used 
in the Project Area. Bird types most often observed flying within the turbine zone of risk were 
waterfowl (82.9%), large corvids (53.5%), and raptors (43.4%). A total of 297 passerines and 
other small birds in 134 groups were recorded flying within 100 meters of the survey plots in the 
proposed Project Area, with 99.0 percent below the zone of risk, 1.0 percent within the zone of 
risk, and none observed above the zone of risk. 
 
The data collected during this study suggests that the Project Area may occasionally receive 
substantial use by waterfowl, but does not appear to be within a major migratory pathway for 
raptors. In addition, the study area does not appear to provide important stopover habitat for 
migrant songbirds based on fixed-point bird use surveys. Construction and operation of the wind-
energy facility may displace some types of birds. Siting turbines within altered habitats (crop 
fields) to the extent possible will reduce potential impacts of bird displacement. 
 
The objective of the raptor nest mapping was to record raptor nests that may be subject to 
disturbance and/or displacement by wind-energy facility construction and/or operation. Ground 
based surveys were conducted in conjunction with bird use surveys in March and April. The 
surveys were conducted prior to leaf-out to improve the chances of finding nests. A total of 16 
raptor nests (five active) were recorded in or within 0.25 mi of the Project Area. One active nest 
was in the construction path and had a ¼ mi “no disturbance” buffer placed around it until it was 
no longer active. 
 
The objective of incidental wildlife observations was to provide record of wildlife seen outside of 
the standardized surveys. The most abundant large bird species recorded incidentally was 
sandhill crane. 
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Some species considered to be sensitive or of conservation concern by the state of North 
Dakota were observed within the Project Area. During all surveys and incidental observations, 17 
sensitive species were observed. This is a tally that in some cases represents repeated 
observations of the same individual. These species have greater potential to occur in non-
cropland areas, such as grasslands. Some potential exists for wind turbines to displace these 
species within non-cropland habitats. Research concerning displacement impacts of wind-energy 
facilities are limited, but some show the potential for small scale displacement of 591 feet (180 
meters) or less, while impacts to densities of birds at larger scales has not been shown. Two bird 
species of primary interest to wind energy development in the central and north-central United 
States are whooping cranes and sharp-tailed grouse. No whooping cranes or sharp-tailed grouse 
leks (individual grouse were observed) were recorded in the Project Area. However, the location, 
presence of suitable habitat, and presence of similar species indicates that both whooping 
cranes and sharp-tailed grouse leks could be found within the project area at some point.  
 
Whooping Crane Likelihood Assessment 
 
NextEra Energy Resources contracted Tetra Tech to conduct a desktop likelihood assessment 
for the Baldwin Project Area. The analysis is based on three factors: (1) the location of the 
Project in the crane migration corridor; (2) the attractiveness of the landscape; and (3) historical 
observations of whooping cranes. The likelihood of whooping cranes occurring in the Baldwin 
Project Area is low, despite the Project Area’s position in the central portion of the whooping 
crane migration corridor. The major factor that contributed to this assessment was the lower 
proportion of suitable wetland habitat within the Project Area than the surrounding area. There 
were no recorded observations of whooping cranes within the Project Area. A total of 79 
observations occurred within the 35-mile buffer area around the Project Area.  





































































From: Brodin.Molly@epamail.epa.gov
To: mmarsh@wapa.gov;
Subject: EPA recommendations for preparation of Baldwin Wind Draft EA
Date: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 3:59:15 PM

Dear Mr. Marsh, 

Thank you for providing the letter notifying EPA Region 8 of Western's 
intent to prepare an EA for the proposed Baldwin Wind Project in 
Burleigh County, ND.  We understand from the letter that the proposed 
project would involve construction of approximately 66 wind turbine 
generators on approximately 12,000 acres of leased land.  Included in 
the project would be construction of additional access roads as 
necessary, with permanent width of 32 feet and temporary construction 
width of 50 feet.  Also included is installation of an underground 
electrical collection system, requiring vegetation clearing to 30 feet 
wide as well as trenching, and a collector substation occupying 
approximately 1.4 acres. 

EPA notes that Burleigh County is located in the prairie pothole region 
of North Dakota.  Additionally, we note, from the map provided and 
additional study of satellite images of the project area, that the 
proposed project area appears to contain a significant percentage of 
wetlands.  The EA should address potential impacts to all resources of 
concern for the project area, but we recommend particular attention be 
given to wetland impacts. 

EPA considers the protection, improvement, and restoration of wetlands 
and riparian areas to be a high priority. Wetlands and riparian areas 
increase landscape and species diversity, support many species of 
western wildlife, and are critical to the protection of water quality 
and designated beneficial water uses.  Executive Order (EO) 11990 
directs Federal Agencies to "take action to minimize the destruction, 
loss or degradation of wetlands, and to preserve and enhance the natural 
and beneficial values of wetlands in carrying out the agency's 
responsibilities."  The EA should describe how the pipeline alternatives 
will address the wetland protection goals in EO 11990, as applicable. 

Installation of wind turbine generators, access road construction, 
electrical collection system installation, and construction of the 
collector substation all have potential to impact wetlands in the 
proposed project area.  Please note that wetland impacts should be 
avoided and minimized, to the maximum extent practicable, and then 
unavoidable wetland impacts should be compensated for through wetland 



restoration, creation, or enhancement.   Wetland mitigations often 
require evaluation of less environmentally damaging project 
alternatives.  In general, the required compensatory mitigation should 
be located within the same watershed as the impact site, and should be 
located where it is most likely to successfully replace lost functions 
and services.  Specific information on mitigation plans should be 
provided, including the type and location of planned mitigation; this 
mitigation plan should include consideration of direct, indirect, and 
cumulative effects. 

EPA Region 8 would like to receive a review copy of the Draft EA. 
Please send it to: 

Larry Svoboda, Program Director 
EPA Region 8 (8EPR-N) 
1595 Wynkoop Street 
Denver, CO 80202-1129 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment during the scoping period for 
this project.  We look forward to reviewing the Draft EA.  If you have 
any questions on these comments, please contact me via e-mail or at the 
phone number below. 

Regards,

Molly Brodin 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (8EPR-N) 
Ecosystems Protection and Remediation 
National Environmental Policy Act 
1595 Wynkoop St. 
Denver, Colorado 80202 
(303) 312-6577 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail 
601 Riverfront Drive 

Omaha, Nebraska 68102-4226 

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE SENT VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 

NO HARD COPY TO FOLLOW 
L7615 (LECL-RS) 

November 20, 2009 

Mr. Matt Marsh 
Environmental Protection Specialist  
Western Area Power Administration 
P.O. Box 35800 
Billings, Montana 59107-5800 

Dear Mr. Marsh: 

The National Park Service (NPS) reviewed the notice soliciting comments on the scope of an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center in Burleigh 
County, North Dakota.  Please consider the following comments in developing the EA for this 
project.

The Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail (the Trail) was established by Congress in an 
amendment to the National Trails System Act in 1978, and is administered by NPS.  Under this 
Act, the NPS is charged with the identification and protection of the historic route, remnants, and 
artifacts of the Lewis and Clark Corps of Discovery Expedition for public use and enjoyment.   

The Trail is located near the proposed Baldwin Wind Energy Center.  The Expedition traveled 
the Missouri River through North Dakota in October, 1804 as they headed west and in August, 
1806 on their return journey.  U.S. Highway 83, on the east side of the Missouri River and North 
Dakota Highway 6, on the west side of the river are designated Lewis and Clark auto tour routes 
in this area.  In addition, North Dakota Highways 1804 and 1806 were named in commemoration 
of the Expedition.  The public follows the historic Trail on these roadways and along or on the 
Missouri River. 

While NPS supports efforts to produce clean energy, we urge avoidance or minimization of 
adverse impacts to Trail resources from the proposed project.  Potential impacts to the natural, 
cultural, recreational, and scenic values of the Trail should be examined in the EA.  There is a 
great deal of local, regional, and national significance in recognizing and preserving the 
resources of the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail.

The NPS is very concerned about cumulative visual impacts to the Trail from this proposed 
project and similar projects either existing or forecast in the region and all along the Trail.  Trail 
visitors drawn to the area for its scenic or historic qualities are likely to be sensitive to 
disruptions of the landscape by man-made structures.  Given their size and blade rotation, wind 
turbines attract attention on the landscape.  As currently outlined in the project area vicinity map, 



the closest turbine is sited less than two miles from the Trail.  The NPS requests that wind 
turbines be sited outside the viewshed of the Trail wherever possible.  After consideration has 
been given to siting turbines outside the Trail viewshed, a vigorous visual impact assessment 
must be completed and included in the EA.

This project is sited immediately south of the existing Wilton Wind Energy Center project that 
has thirty-three turbines.  These wind developments require interconnection to existing or new 
transmission lines and electrical substations and construction of access roads.  The cumulative 
impact of these and other wind developments, including necessary infrastructure, must be 
evaluated in the EA.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. We request a copy of the draft EA when it is 
available for review.  If you have questions regarding our comments, or would like more 
information on the Trail, please contact Chief of Resources Stewardship Dan Wiley at 402-661-
1830 or Dan_Wiley@nps.gov. 

Sincerely,

/s/ Mark R. Weekley 

Mark Weekely 
Superintendent

cc:
Nick Chevance 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
Midwest Regional Office 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, Nebraska  68102 



No,�our�comments�are�still�applicable,�just�with�the�correction�on�which�
roads�are�the�designated�auto�tour�route�in�North�Dakota.�
�
Thank�you,�
�
Denise�L.�Nelson�
Environmental�Protection�Specialist�
Lewis�&�Clark�National�Historic�Trail�
601�Riverfront�Drive�
Omaha,�NE�68102�
�
Phone:�402�661�1812�
Fax:������402�661�1813�
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�������������11/30/2009�10:09����������<Denise_Nelson@nps.gov>��������������
�������������AM���������������������������������������������������������cc��
����������������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������Subject��
���������������������������������������Re:�NPS�comments�on�Baldwin�Wind�����
���������������������������������������Energy�Center�in��Burleigh�����������
���������������������������������������County,�ND���������������������������
Hi�Denise,�
Would�you�like�to�withdraw�your�comments�then?�
Matt�
�
Matt�Marsh�
Environmental�Protection�Specialist�
Western�Area�Power�Administration�
P.O.�Box�35800�
Billings,�MT�59107�5800�
406�247�7385�(office)�
406�670�7479�(cell)�
�
>>>�<Denise_Nelson@nps.gov>�11/24/2009�3:27�PM�>>>�
Hi�Matt,�
�
I'm�working�on�comments�for�a�proposed�transmission�line�(Minnkota�Power�
Cooperative)�north�of�Bismark,�ND�and�learned�from�our�Outdoor�Recreation�
Planner�that�North�Dakota�Highways�1804�and�1806�are�the�designated�Lewis�
and�Clark�auto�tour�routes�in�North�Dakota.��I�had�incorrectly�indicated�
in�our�November�20th�comment�letter�that�Hwys�83�and�6�are�the�designated�
auto�tour�routes�in�ND.��U.S.�Highway�83�and�North�Dakota�Highway�6�are�
designated�on�the�maps�created�for�development�of�the�Lewis�and�Clark�
National�Historic�Trail�in�the�National�Trails�System�Act�and�may�have�
once�also�been�the�official�auto�tour�route�in�ND.�I�regret�the�error�and�
apologize�for�the�confusion.�
�



Please�feel�free�to�contact�me�if�you�have�any�questions.��Have�a�Happy�
Thanksgiving!�
�
Denise�L.�Nelson�
Environmental�Protection�Specialist�
Lewis�&�Clark�National�Historic�Trail�
601�Riverfront�Drive�
Omaha,�NE�68102�
�
Phone:�402�661�1812�
Fax:������402�661�1813�
�
�������������"Matt�Marsh"�
�������������<mmarsh@wapa.gov>�
������������������������������������������������������������������������To�
�������������11/20/2009�03:36����������<Denise_Nelson@nps.gov>�
�������������PM���������������������������������������������������������cc�
�
�������������������������������������������������������������������Subject�
���������������������������������������Re:�NPS�comments�on�Baldwin�Wind�
���������������������������������������Energy�Center�in�Burleigh�
���������������������������������������County,�ND�
�
Thanks�for�the�comments�Denise.��Have�a�great�weekend.�
Matt�
�
Matt�Marsh�
Environmental�Protection�Specialist�
Western�Area�Power�Administration�
P.O.�Box�35800�
Billings,�MT�59107�5800�
406�247�7385�
>>>�<Denise_Nelson@nps.gov>�11/20/09�1:38�PM�>>>�
�
Hello�Matt,�
�
Scoping�comments�from�the�Lewis�and�Clark�National�Historic�Trail�on�the�
proposed�Baldwind�Wind�Energy�Center�are�attached.�
�
Thank�you�for�the�opportunity�to�comment�and�please�feel�free�to�contact�
me�with�any�questions.�
�
(See�attached�file:�Baldwin_Wind_Energy_LECLcomment112009.pdf)�
�
Environmental�Protection�Specialist�
Lewis�&�Clark�National�Historic�Trail�
601�Riverfront�Drive�
Omaha,�NE�68102�
�
Phone:�402�661�1812�
Fax:������402�661�1813�

































From: Arlis Waltos
To: mmarsh@wapa.gov;
cc: awaltos@fs.fed.us;
Subject: Baldwin Wind Energy Center Project EA
Date: Friday, October 23, 2009 4:00:37 PM

Hi, we missed the meeting in Wilton this week. Will you please add our names to 
receive future information.

Gerald & Arlis Waltos
6901 201st Ave. NE
Baldwin, ND  58521

Thank you.

Arlis Waltos, DPG 
240 W. Century Ave. 
Bismarck, ND  58503   tel: 701-250-4463, ext. 102 



From: Brodin.Molly@epamail.epa.gov
To: mmarsh@wapa.gov;
Subject: EPA recommendations for preparation of Baldwin Wind Draft EA
Date: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 3:59:15 PM

Dear Mr. Marsh, 

Thank you for providing the letter notifying EPA Region 8 of Western's 
intent to prepare an EA for the proposed Baldwin Wind Project in 
Burleigh County, ND.  We understand from the letter that the proposed 
project would involve construction of approximately 66 wind turbine 
generators on approximately 12,000 acres of leased land.  Included in 
the project would be construction of additional access roads as 
necessary, with permanent width of 32 feet and temporary construction 
width of 50 feet.  Also included is installation of an underground 
electrical collection system, requiring vegetation clearing to 30 feet 
wide as well as trenching, and a collector substation occupying 
approximately 1.4 acres. 

EPA notes that Burleigh County is located in the prairie pothole region 
of North Dakota.  Additionally, we note, from the map provided and 
additional study of satellite images of the project area, that the 
proposed project area appears to contain a significant percentage of 
wetlands.  The EA should address potential impacts to all resources of 
concern for the project area, but we recommend particular attention be 
given to wetland impacts. 

EPA considers the protection, improvement, and restoration of wetlands 
and riparian areas to be a high priority. Wetlands and riparian areas 
increase landscape and species diversity, support many species of 
western wildlife, and are critical to the protection of water quality 
and designated beneficial water uses.  Executive Order (EO) 11990 
directs Federal Agencies to "take action to minimize the destruction, 
loss or degradation of wetlands, and to preserve and enhance the natural 
and beneficial values of wetlands in carrying out the agency's 
responsibilities."  The EA should describe how the pipeline alternatives 
will address the wetland protection goals in EO 11990, as applicable. 

Installation of wind turbine generators, access road construction, 
electrical collection system installation, and construction of the 
collector substation all have potential to impact wetlands in the 
proposed project area.  Please note that wetland impacts should be 
avoided and minimized, to the maximum extent practicable, and then 
unavoidable wetland impacts should be compensated for through wetland 



restoration, creation, or enhancement.   Wetland mitigations often 
require evaluation of less environmentally damaging project 
alternatives.  In general, the required compensatory mitigation should 
be located within the same watershed as the impact site, and should be 
located where it is most likely to successfully replace lost functions 
and services.  Specific information on mitigation plans should be 
provided, including the type and location of planned mitigation; this 
mitigation plan should include consideration of direct, indirect, and 
cumulative effects. 

EPA Region 8 would like to receive a review copy of the Draft EA. 
Please send it to: 

Larry Svoboda, Program Director 
EPA Region 8 (8EPR-N) 
1595 Wynkoop Street 
Denver, CO 80202-1129 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment during the scoping period for 
this project.  We look forward to reviewing the Draft EA.  If you have 
any questions on these comments, please contact me via e-mail or at the 
phone number below. 

Regards,

Molly Brodin 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (8EPR-N) 
Ecosystems Protection and Remediation 
National Environmental Policy Act 
1595 Wynkoop St. 
Denver, Colorado 80202 
(303) 312-6577 



From: Matt Marsh
To: Chuck Peterson; 
Subject: Re: Baldwin Wind farm
Date: Friday, October 23, 2009 12:08:35 PM

Hi Chuck.  We only do web sites for our EIS projects.  I'm not sure if NextEra 
Energy has a project web site for this.  I will add your name to our EA project list.
Thanks for your interest in our project.
Matt

Matt Marsh 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Western Area Power Administration 
P.O. Box 35800 
Billings, MT 59107-5800 
406-247-7385 (office)
406-670-7479 (cell)

>>> "Chuck Peterson" <C.Peterson@jobberswarehouse.com> 10/21/2009 9:31 
AM >>> 
Please add my name and address to receive information concerning the 
Baldwin Wind Project.  Is there a website?

Chuck Peterson
17850 28th St NW
Baldwin, ND 58521
C2221111@wildblue.net .



From: Matt Marsh
To: Diane Enger; 
Subject: Re: Mailing List -
Date: Friday, October 23, 2009 12:10:46 PM

Hi Diane,
I will add you to our mailing list.  Thanks for your interest in our project.  If you 
have any questions, comments or concerns please feel free to email or call me at 
any time.  Thanks.
Matt

Matt Marsh 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Western Area Power Administration 
P.O. Box 35800 
Billings, MT 59107-5800 
406-247-7385 (office)
406-670-7479 (cell)

>>> "Enger, Diane" <Diane.Enger@securiannd.com> 10/21/2009 9:24 AM >>> 
Please add me to the Wilton/Baldwin, ND project mailing list.

Diane Enger
c/o Betty Franklund
1127 N. 29th Street
Bismarck, ND 58501

My home phone number is (701) 224-1016 or you can reach Betty Franklund at (701) 223-2919.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thank you,
Diane Enger

Diane "Franky" Enger, Office Administrator
Securian Financial Advisors of ND, Inc.
4431 Memorial Highway
Mandan, ND 58554
P: (701) 663-8401   F: (701) 663-8402
www.securiannd.com

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Securian Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. 
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