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By Evan Twedt
NDSU Extension Agent
Although this winter has

a treat
foe0
most, it
could
be rais-
nTg
some
pos-
sible concerns for winter
wheat producers. With
very little snow-cover,
winter wheat winter sur-
vival could be an issue.

"There are many factors
that can affect survival of
winter wheat including
length of exposure of the
crown to low tempera-
tures, soil moisture and
plant conditions, surface
and standing residue and

been

Winter survival

SNOW cover.

According to the USDA
ARS center in Mandan,
North Dakota target field
plant population for win-
ter wheat should be about
17 plants/ft2 and yields
are decreased as plant
populations drop below
11 plants/ft2. Although
this is hard to calculate
because  unfortunately
winter kill in not uniform
throughout the field, bag
test can be implemented
to determine surviving
populations and spring
management strategies
can be applied to attempt
to make up for population
lost. For more informa-
tion on bag tests or spring
management strategies
please contact your local
extension office.

Public Notice

Attention: The Griggs
County Crop Improve-
ment Association will be
having its 2012 spring
meeting Friday, Feb. 17,
from 9 am to noon, with a
meal to follow.

The topic of this year’s
meeting is Farmland
Leasing. Please join us
as NDSU Farm Manage-
ment Specialists Dwight
Aakre and Andy Swenson
speak on the subjects of
Land Values and Rental
Rates, Crops Share Lease
Agreements, and Improv-
ing Negotiation Strategies
- Landowner/Operator
Communication.

For more informa-
tion please contact Evan
Twedt, Griggs County Ex-
tension Agent, 797-3312,
or evan.twedt@ndsu.edu.

TATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSION

Minnkota Power Coop, Inc.

345 kV Transmission Line —
Center to Grand Forks

Siting Application

Case No. PU-09-670

NOTICE OF FILING AND
NOTICE OF HEARINGS
JANUARY 18, 2011

On September 7, 2011 the
Commission issued Corridor
Certificate No. 121 to Minnkota
Power = Cooperative, Inc.
(Minnkota) designating a trans-
mission facility corridor for
approximately 260 miles of 345
kV transmission line and associ-
ated facilities to be constructed
from the Center Substation near
Center, North Dakota to the
Prairie Substation near Grand
Forks, North Dakota.

On December 2, 2011 Minnkota
filed applications for a modifica-
tion to the designated corridor, a
waiver of procedures and time
schedules, and a transmission
facility route to be designated
within the modified corridor as
shown on the attached map.

Minnkota requests the
Commission waive requirements
under N.D.C.C. chapter 49-22
that separate hearings be held
concerning the waiver request,

the corridor modification and the
route permit.

Three separate public hearings
will be held with each cover-
ing an overview of the project,
but focusing on specific portions
of the project in the specific
areas of each hearing. A Public
Hearing on the application will
be held:

February 22, 2012, 9:00 a.m.
at Memorial Hall, 805 Main
Ave. Washburn, ND 58577.
This hearing will focus primar-
ily on portions of the project in
Burleigh, McLean, Oliver and
western Sheridan Counties.

February 27, 2012, 9:00 a.m. in |

the Baker Courtroom at the UND
School of Law, 215 Centennial
Drive Stop 9003, Grand Forks,
ND 58201. This hearing will
focus primarily on portions of the
project in Grand Forks, Nelson
and Steele Counties.

March 1, 2012, 9:00 a.m. at
the Chieftain Conference Center
Tepee Room, 60 4th Ave.S,
Carrington, ND 58204. This
hearing will focus primarily on
portions of the project in Eddy,
Foster, Griggs, eastern Sheridan
and Wells Counties.

The issues to be considered
are:

1. Will the location, .construc-
tion, and operation of the pro-

posed facilities produce minimal
adverse effects on the environ-
ment and upon the welfare of the
citizens of North Dakota?

2. Are the proposed facilities
compatible with the environmen-
tal preservation and the efficient
use of resources?

3. Will the proposed facil-
ity locations minimize adverse
human and environmental
impact while ensuring continuing
system reliability and integrity
and ensuring that energy needs
are met and fulfilled in an orderly
and timely fashion?

4. |Is it appropriate for the
Commission to approve a 1,000
foot-wide corridor as requested
in the application?

For more information contact
the Public Service Commission,
State Capitol, Bismarck, North
Dakota 58505, 701-328-2400;
or Relay North Dakota, 1-800-
366-6888 TTY. If you require
any auxiliary aids or services,
such as readers, signers, or
Braille materials, please notify
the Commission.
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By Doug Leier
North Dakota
Game & Fish

Between the phone and
my email inbox, I get a lot
of questions. This time of
year,
t< hi e
most
popu-

lar are:

“Where are the fish bit-
ing?” and “How are the
pheasants doing?”

The answers are: “Be-
neath the ice,” and “Pretty
good, but a few weeks of
winter still remain.”
‘Another frequent ques-
tion throughout the year,
from parents and stu-
dents, is “How do you
get a job in the natural re-
sources field?”

How to become a game
warden seems to be at the
top of the list, followed by
both fisheries and wildlife
biology in equal numbers.
Few people ask about the
many other possibilities,
but whatever the career
goal, there are literally
dozens of other paths to
take.

I can personally attest
that in the natural re-
sources field, similar to
most other employment,
you can follow a typi-
cal progression, or travel
down a winding road and
end up in a good place
that you never imagined
or dreamed existed.

Not to say goals are not
important, but here’s
some insight from a guy
who’s been there. First
and foremost, a four-year
college degree is a basic
requirement. If the career
aspiration is more re-
search or species-specific,
such as furbearer biology,
you'll need a graduate de-
gree.

Even then, if you're will-
ing, able and meet the
minimum qualifications,
the high level of interest
in limited opportunities
(North Dakota Game and
Fish has one furbearer bi-
ologist) will generate stiff
competition from appli-
cants from across the na-
tion.

Beyond the degree, and
especially if you are more
adept at hands-on techni-
cal work such as a fisheries
or wildlife biology, field
experience sandwiched
into college will provide
multiple benefits. First,
you'll find out if the job is
something in which you’d
potentially like to spend
your working life. Bet-
ter to find out early dur-
ing your collegiate years,
er than after you've
nvested money and time

".into earning a degree. ", .

I spent college sum-
mers working for the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service
across the state, learning
how to band ducks, trap
predators, fix fence, etc.
But I also took a detour to
junior college via Dakota
College at Bottineau, and
learned other practical
skills, not just in the class-
room, but in the field as
well.

Such experiences make
for another box to check
on an employment appli-
cation. Beyond the skills
learned, you’'ll also forge
valuable working rela-
tionships, which are of
course important as your
career continues.

In short, expecting to
land a full-time perma-
nent job is short of realis-
ticif a career plan just calls
for earning a bachelor’s
degree in biology without

any field experience. Ever
with a degree and on-the-
job experience, candidates
realize how competitive
the market is.

Finally, keep your op-
tions wide open. You
may aspire to become ar
outreach biologist, but ir
the meantime you may
find yourself working al
alumber yard, farm show,
as a private lands biolo-
gist and a game warder
before reaching your goal

That's the route I'm on
Where it ends up, only
time will tell. One thing
for certain: If I had saf
back and tried to decide
exactly where I would gc
and what I would do, I’d
probably still be filling out
job applications.

Leier is a biologist with the
Game & Fish Department.
He can be reached by email.
dleier@nd.gov

WILLIAMS

plumbing
701.435.2546 |

Steve Richard Williams
Master Plumber

License #1172  No job too
big or small!

Wimbledon, ND
Call to make an
appointment

Real Estate For You

With the beautiful winter we are having, there are
people looking for new homes. If you have been
thinking about selling, check with Stacy for infor-
mation on what it would involve to list and sell your
home. Information is FREE and may be very helpful
when making that big decision to sell.

For information contact Stacey Aarestad
701-797-7289 Cooperstown, North Dakota

Stacey Aarestad
Vorland Land Company

797-7289

Check our website
www.vorlandlandcompany.com
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JAMES RIVER DENTISTRY

121101

* Dental Implants

Dr. Bob Belquist

* Mon.-Thi

Hwy. 281  New Rockford, ND 58356

* Tooth whitening, including Zoom
* Dentures and partial dentures
* Interest-free financing available
° Major credit cards accepted
urs. 7:30 a.m. to 4:30

Family dentistry with a gentle touch

© Accepting new patients

° Adult and children’s dentistry

° Orthodontics & Invisible Braces
(Initial ortho consultation free)

* Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. Robert Cudworth
p.m.

. 1—800-832—7964 or 7‘011-?47-2354‘ ;




