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VIA POSTAL SERVICE

NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Mr. Darrell Nitschke

Executive Secretary

North Dakota Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard, Dept. 408

Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

RE: Minnkota power Cooperative, Inc.
345 kV Transmission Line — Center
to Grand Forks Project
Case No. PU-09-670

Dear Mr. Nitschke:
Please accept the attached Structure Relocation request for the CGF Project in:

Oliver County (SR-CGF-OL-002)

Sincerely,

7k e

Mike Hennes
Senior Manager Transmission Operations
Minnkota Power Cooperative

(701) 795-4352

Encl. Structure Relocation Request
Class III Intensive Archaeological Resources Inventory Memo

e Mr. Jerry Lein (w/ encl. — via e-mail)

288 PU-09-670 Filed: 11/8/2013  Pages:9
Structure relocation request for the CGF Project -
Oliver County (SR-CGF-OL-002)

Minnkota Power Cooperative Inc

Mike Hennes



Center to Grand Forks Project

Minnkota Power

[F0 COOPERATIVE, INC.

} CGF Project — Structure Relocation Approval Request

Case No. PU-09-670

SR-CGF-OL-002

l Michael Hennes » Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc. » 11/8/2013

Relocation Request:

Minnkota requests approval of a shift in the location of Structures 27, 28 and
29 in Oliver County (see attached map showing original and new structure
locations).

Minnkota requests approval of relocations as soon as possible in order enable
it to proceed with installation of foundations for structures.

Location:

E1/2 & E1/2 of E1/2 of W1/2 of Sections 32, Township 142 North, Range 82
West, Oliver County, North Dakota.

Two of the relocated structures will be moved outside of the approved Route,
but all remain on the same landowners’ property. An application for an
Amended Route Permit has been submitted separately to address the route
modification.

Reason for Relocation:

To accommodate landowner request to preserve trees deemed critical to
protect cattle during winter storm events.

Environmental
Review/Compliance
with Siting Criteria:

New structure locations were surveyed for cultural resources and wetlands,
and no cultural resources or wetlands will be impacted by structure
relocations. Please reference the attached report: Class III Intensive
Archaeological Resources Inventory Center to Grand Forks 345kV
Line Supplemental Addendum 4 - Appendix 1

No exclusion or avoidance areas will be impacted by the structure
relocations.
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OWNER JERRY J. WEBER & DELORIS WEBER ADDRESS 2241 29TH AVE SW CENTER, ND 58530

TRANSMISSION FACILITY: TER-GRAND FORK 45 KV
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POLE # _27
® = PSC APPROVED POLE LOCATION 28 DATE: 10/24/2013

—= NEW 150’ RIGHT-OF-WAY
= PSC APPROVED 150’ RIGHT-OF-WAY

PROJECT: NTER T AND FORKS




I_D'{ ONE COMPANY
N Many Solutions™ MemO

To: Dennis Rankin
®  USDA Rural Utilities Service
From: St?phen Sabstke and Project: Center to Grand Forks 345kV Transmission Line
Michelle Porwoll
ce: Laura Dean (RUS) and Minnkota Power Cooperative (John Graves and Mike Hennes)
Date:  10/23/2013 Job No: 186001 Task 004 Department 164

Re: Class III Intensive Archaeological Resources Inventory Center to Grand Forks 345kV
Line Supplemental Addendum 4 - Appendix 1

Introduction

Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc., (Minnkota) is building a 250-mile-long, 345-kilovolt (kV) Transmission
Line (Project) from the Center 345-kV Substation, near Center, North Dakota, to the Prairie Substation,
located just west of Grand Forks. The U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service (RUS) is
providing financial assistance for the Project. The RUS determined that the Project required consultation
under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, and it’s implementing
regulations (36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 800). Section 106 requires federal agencies to
take into account the effects of their undertakings on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The Project also requires consideration of impacts to historic
and cultural resources under Section 101(b) of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). In
November 2010, the RUS published an Environmental Assessment with scoping (EA) in accordance with
its Environmental Policy and Procedures for Implementing the NEPA (7 CFR Part 1794), prior to the
completion of historic property identification studies. Therefore, a Programmatic Agreement among the
consulting parties, which includes RUS, the State Historical Society of North Dakota (SHSND), the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and Minnkota, details the specific procedures relating to historic
property identification, possible adverse effects, and treatment of historic properties.

This Addendum 4 — Appendix 1 addresses changes to the Project right-of-way (ROW) between structures
27 to 30. This shift was proposed to accommodate a landowner’s request and avoid a wooded ravine.
Fieldwork for the shift was completed on October 18, 2013. No cultural materials or surface features
were identified.

Methods

The previous Class | inventory (HDR Engineering, Inc., 2010) provided useful information on where
known sites were located, gave an indication of where previous investigations were concentrated, and
which areas lacked systematic study. The RUS specifies that the regulations require a good faith effort to
identify historic properties and that this does not equate with identifying every possible archaeological
site on the landscape. The RUS contends that previous years of archaeological research have given a
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fairly good idea of where on the landscape important archeological sites may be concentrated. In
September 2010, at the request of Minnkota and RUS, HDR developed an initial predictive model (Justin
and Eigenberger 2011) to statistically illustrate areas of precontact archaeological site probability within
the Project.

HDR has been implementing a program of intensive field work to locate buried and near-surface
archaeological and cultural sites, to test the model and to guide field work as refinements in Project
planning identify new areas that warrant field examinations. Field methods included pedestrian survey
and shovel testing.

Pedestrian survey employed transects spaced at no greater than 15-meter (m) intervals. When surface
features or artifacts were identified, additional transects were surveyed at 5 or 10 m intervals,
depending on the ground surface visibility. When found, cultural materials were recorded and
photographed and GPS coordinates were collected for future mapping. Pedestrian survey also identified
additional areas where subsurface testing would be recommended. These areas were recorded,
photographed, and GPS coordinates were collected and added to field maps.

Subsurface testing, or shovel testing, was used in high probability areas and where the ground surface
was obscured by vegetation. Shovel tests were spaced at no greater than 15 m intervals and followed
the center of the transmission line ROW, or the natural landform when appropriate, to properly test the
area. Tests were excavated to a maximum depth of 100 centimeters (cm), or until either a buried C
horizon or two culturally sterile soil strata were encountered. All excavated soils were passed through a
% inch mesh hardware cloth. Artifacts identified during shovel testing were recorded, photographed if
diagnostic, placed in plastic bags, and reburied at the approximate level found in the test. UTM
coordinates were recorded with a Trimble GPS unit for later mapping.

Data gathered during the survey were recorded on shovel test forms and in the field notebook of the
principal investigator. Items noted included the location of survey areas and individual shovel tests, the
depth of each shovel test and its associated soil profile, the presence or absence of cultural materials
within each test, and the excavated soil texture, inclusions, and Munsell color.

For a complete description of the Predictive Model, the Area of Potential Effects, the methods utilized
for the Field Survey, and the Collection Policy, please refer to the Class lll Intensive Archaeological
Resources Inventory Center to Grand Forks 345kV Line report (Justin and Eigenberger 2011), the Class /Il
Intensive Archaeological Resources Inventory Center to Grand Forks 345kV Line Supplemental Addendum
1 (Justin and Eigenberger 2012), the Class Ill Intensive Archaeological Resources Inventory Center to
Grand Forks 345kV Line Supplemental Addendum 2 (Justin and Eigenberger 2012), the Class Il Intensive
Archaeological Resources Inventory Center to Grand Forks 345kV Line Supplemental Addendum 3
(Eigenberger and Porwoll), and the Class /Il Intensive Archaeological Resources Inventory Center to
Grand Forks 345 kV Line Supplemental Addendum 4 (Eigenberger 2012).
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Results of Investigations

Summary

Due to the size of the Project and multiple layout changes, archaeological survey of the Project was
conducted in multiple mobilizations.

e The Class lll archaeological survey was conducted from October 3 to November 18, 2010, and
from May 16 to July 1, 2011.

e The Class Ill Addendum 1 survey was conducted from October 31 to November 7, November 16
to 19, December 9, 2011, and January 4 to 5, 2012.

e The Class lll Addendum 2 survey was conducted February 6 to 7, 2012.

e The Class lll Addendum 3 survey was conducted from April 2 to 6, 2012.

e The Class lll Addendum 3 — Appendix 1 survey was conducted on June 13, 2012.
e The Class Il Addendum 3 — Appendix 2 survey was conducted on July 23, 2012.

e The Class lll Addendum 3 — Appendix 3 survey was conducted on August 28 to 30 and
September 4 to 5, 2012.

e The Class lll Addendum 4 survey was conducted on February 21, 2012, and April 11 to April 20,
2012.

The most recent fieldwork was conducted for this Class Ill Addendum 4 — Appendix 1 report, and was
completed on October 18, 2013, which consisted of pedestrian survey of the ROW shift between
Structures 27 to 30 (Survey Segment BB).

No cultural materials were identified during the fieldwork completed for the Class lll Intensive
Archaeological Resources Inventory Center to Grand Forks 345kV Line Supplemental Addendum 4 —
Appendix 1.

Survey Segment Coverage
Oliver County
Township 142N, Range 82W, Section 22

Survey Segment BB - ROW Shift Structures 27 to 30

The ROW shift between Structures 27 to 30 is in the north half of Section 32, within a flat, cultivated
wheat field and a pasture with rolling topography that traverses a ravine (Figure 1). According to the
Final Center to Grand Forks Archaeological Predictive Model (FCGFAPM), the ROW shift between
Structures 27 to 30 is within a moderate to high probability zone.

The entire ROW shift, from Structure 27 to 30, was pedestrian surveyed. Survey was conducted in four
transects spaced at 15 m intervals. Ground surface visibility in the wheat field was fair, at 25 percent,
and visibility in the pasture was poor to fair and ranged from 0 to 25 percent. Although prairie grasses
obscured surface visibility within the pasture, rodent mounds and cow tracks, and landform slumps
were opportunistically examined along the route. A large portion of the shift crosses a deep ravine that
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was extensively sloped and did not contain any terraces conducive to shovel testing. No cultural
materials or surface features were observed and no areas suitable for shovel testing were identified.

Identified Sites

No cultural materials or surface features were identified during the fieldwork completed for the Class IlI
Intensive Archaeological Resources Inventory Center to Grand Forks 345kV Line Supplemental
Addendum 4 — Appendix1.

Conclusions and Recommendations

This report is provided to RUS to assist with its responsibilities for compliance with Section 106 of the
NHPA, as amended (36 CFR 800).

No cultural materials or surface features were identified during the pedestrian survey for the Class IlI
Intensive Archaeological Resources Inventory Supplemental Addendum 4 — Appendix 1. HDR
recommends that construction activities proceed in these areas without further cultural resource
considerations.
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Figure 1
Proposed Project Route Modification
Detailed Archaeological Survey Area
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