
l\Lmìr\ r, t\.I. (,â'.YJ - tslundreds of schools were closed
and more than 160,000 customers were without power

]Vednegday in the Northeast as a storm that's expected to
"sit and spin" brought wet, heavy snow to some ãreas that
have had a relatively snor+'less winter until now.

- Nearly two feet of snow fell outside Albany, according to
the National Weather Service, which expected another 2-4
inches to fall by the end of the day. Forecasters said Wednes-
day's storm would be followed by another expected to start
Thursday and dump a foot or more on somê areas by Fri-
day, accompanied by high winds. Meteorologists said some
areas of NewYork's Adirondack and Catskill mountains and
Vermont's Green Mountains could get as much as 2 feetby
the weekend.

"The 
_storm really isnt going to go away quicHyi, said

meteorologist.Hugh fohnson of the tveather servicdó lilba- r

ny ofifte-e. irll might sit aíd spin for a few days. It rnight hot :

be until eiirlyrnext,week.that lge get fidbf thestðitñr'¿¡m- i

pleteþ'
The storm began Tuesday and caused numerous acci-

dents on New York interstate highways in the Hudson Val-
ley, þut state policesaid no serious injuries were'reported.

The storm ended a long stretch wiihout a majorìnowfall
in eastern NewYork and northern New England, which had
been spared from much of the severe weJther that socked
the mid-Atlantic with several feet of süow in recent weeks.

In fact, some New England areàs were forced to cancel
winter festivals, dog sled races and snow sculpting events
this year due to the lack ofany snow at all.

"Oh, God!" over and over again into' the phone after finding her daughter
beaten to death in ,the driveway of
their North Carolina home., ,Later that day, she heard the 9ll
recording on the local news ând vom-
ited.

- ,"This was not only the most pain- ,

ful thing I have ever been throuþh, it
should have been the most privatej'
she said in an e-mail.

Because of situations like Casey's,
lawmakers in Alabama, Ohio and
Wisconsin are deciding whether to
bar the public release of 9lI calls.

' Missouri, Fennsylvania, Rhode
Island and Wyoming alr-sady keep
such recordings privatè. But generally,
most states consider emerçncy calls
public records available ol request,

Before Wednesday, the Albany area had received just 28
:hes of snow, well below its averaqe snowfall total of 46inches of snow, well belo-nr its average snowfall

inghes for this time of year. Wednesday's snow üras
larlywet and thick.

Pat McDonough and her stepson spent more than a half
hour shoveling the snow offtheir driveway and front walk
in Voorheesville, a village just west of Albany.

"We tried the snowblõwer and it didnt wo.Í.," McDonough
said. "It keeps clogging upl'

Due to a forecast that calls for signifìcìrnt snowfall in
the metrop_olitan region, many carrieri have already begun
canceling flights, the Port Authority of New york and ñew
fersey said on its Web site Wednesday.

Travelers were advised to check dth their airline before
departing for the aþort.

Ñew iork's power outages topped 135,000 Wednesday
morning and were climbing as utility crews reached rural
areas of the Ftrudson Valley and Catskills where up to 1g
inches of snow had fallerr. Another 26,000 outages were
reported in Vermont and western Massachusetts.-Schools
were closed around eastern New york, Verrnont, New
Hampshire and western Massachusetts.

More snow is on the way for parts of New Jersey and
Pennsylvania still digging oút toå back+o-back blizzards
earlier this month. As much as 6 inches was predicted over
the central portion of New fersey, and philadeþhia could
get up to I in'ches by Thursday.

"Nationally there is a growing con-
cern about the release of audiotapes
that dont involve newsworthy people
or events - just things that people
'like to hear because of their sensa-
tional iraturei' said Sonny Brasfield,
executive director of the Association
of County Commissions of Alabama,
which drafted legislation in the state

!9,b". the release of 911 recordings.
"There is a concern . nationallv that
tlrese kinds of things are'having a
chilling effect on people's willingness
to call911."

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
FirstLink
211 Designation
Application
Case No. PU-09-713
Notice of Intent io Reopen Proceed¡ng
February 19,2010
On October 30, 2009, MHAND notified
the Commission that, due to lack of
economic support, it must relinquish its
designation as the 211 dialini¡ code
usef.
On November 2,2009, FirstLink noti-
fied the Comm¡ss¡on that etfect¡ve
October 30, 2009, Firstlink will tem.
porârily provide slatew¡de 211 opera-
tions unt¡l a dec¡sion is made ábout
211's future. Firstlink subsequenilv
indicated it would provide staiewidê
211 operations until March 15,2010.
On November 23, 2009, Fhstlink fited
a letter requesllng designat¡on as the
statew¡de 211 dialinq code user.
On January 25, 201Õ, F¡rstlink notifiêd
the Commission that ¡t was no lonoer
interested in a statewide 211 desigña-
tion.due-to a lack of stable long-térm
funding for lhe entire state. Theiefore;.
FirstLink requested to be the desionat-
ed user of the 211 dialinq code in Õass
County.
On February 10, 2010, the
Commission áuthorized Firstl¡nk to
use the 211 d¡alinq code in Cass
County, North Dakola for access to
commun¡ty information and referral
services unless and until the
Commission authorizes a diffbrent enti:
ty to use the 21 1 dialino code.
On. F.eb¡r¡ary 19, 2010-, a meeting of
slakeholders was held to assëss õuD-:,
port for statew¡de 211 services going
forward.
The Commission has reason to believe.
that conditions of fact have so chanqed
as to require, and that public inteiest'
requires, the reopening of this proceed-.
Ing.
The issues to be considered are: I

1. ls any other entity interested in des-
¡gnation as the user of the 211 dial
code ¡n North Dakota?
2. ls F¡rstl-ink's use of the statewide'
2l l dial code conþistent with the FCC '
¡ntended use of that code?
3. ls it in the public inter€st for the
Commission to authorize Firstlink
statewide use of the 211 dialing code,
etfective when.Firstlink's 21 1 servrces
are suff¡cientlv funded?
Those intereéted are invited to com-
ment in writing. Persons desiring a
neanng must f¡te a wr¡tten request iden-
tify¡ng their interest ¡n the firoceeding
and lhe reasons for requestino a hear-
ing. Comments and reiluests-for near-
r¡g must be received by. March 17,
2010. lf deemed appiopriate, the
Commission can deteimind the matter
without a hear¡no.
For more informãtion contact the public
Service. Comm¡ssion, State Capitol,
Bismarck, North Dakota S8SOS.70l:
328-24OO; or Relay North Dakota 1-
800-366-6888 TTY. lf you require any
auxilrary ards or serv¡ces, such as read-
ers,.signers,.or Braille materials please
not¡fy the Commission.
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
Tony Clark, Commissioner
Kevin Cramer, Chairman
Brian P. Kalk, Commissioner

botched calls
For example, a Detroit dispatcher

Big bonuses on Wall Street
NEW YORK (AP) - Wall Street bonuses climbed 17

percent in 2009 to $20.3 billion as many of the investment
banks that were bailed out at taxpayei 

"*pens" 
reported

blowout profits.
The announcement Tuesday by New york Comptroller

Thomas DiNapoli was likely io óutrage many Americans

ryho are bareþ getting by. And it happeñed on ihe same day

${ private economists reported a plunge in consumer con-

$d¡nce - a blow to hopes that spending by shoppers would
help speed up an economic recovery.

"Wall Street is vital to New York's economy, and the dol-
lars generated by the industry help the state's boftom line,"
DiNapoli said. "Buf for most Americans, these huge bonuses
are a bitter pill and hard to comprehend. ... Tu*pui"rc bailed

$em-9u1, and now they're back making *on.y *hil. -*y
New York families arestill struggling tõ make ends meetl' '

The reason for the surge in bonuses was simple: Wall
Street firms had a great year.

Broker-dealer operations associated with the New york
Stock Exchange earned a record $49.9 billion through the
year's firsJ three quarters. The frms probablyclosed õut the
year $55 billion in the blach DiNapoli's office said.
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