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December 24, 2015

Sarah McCall

Tetra Tech, Inc.
350 Indiana Street, Suite 500
Golden, CO 80401

Dear Ms. McCall:
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RE: Oliver El Wind Energy Center - Oliver & Morton Counties, North Dakota
NextEra Energy Resources, LLC

The North Dakota Game and Fish Department has reviewed this project for wildlife concerns.

A primaiy concern with wind power development is the disturbance ofnative prairie associated
with construction of turbines, access roads, and other associated facilities. We ask that work
within native prairie be avoided to the extent possible. This could include micro-siting turbines
onto adjacent previously disturbed land, locating access roads on existing section line trails rather
than across undisturbed native prairie, etc. We also suggest the US Fish and Wildlife Service
Land-Based Wind Energy Guidelines be implemented as appropriate during the development of
this project.

The National WetlandInventory indicatesvarious wetlands located within the proposed project
area. We recommend that any unavoidable wetland impacts be replaced in kind, above-ground
appurtenances not be placed in wetland areas, and no alterations be made to existing drainage
patterns. /

We ask that collection lines be buried whenever possible, and any necessaryoverhead lines be
marked when placed over perennial streams or sited in close proximity to wetland complexes to
minimize possible avian impacts. The publication "Reducing Avian Collisions with Power
Lines: the State of the Art in 2012" provides a range of management options whichcan be used
to reduce avian losses.

Aerial surveys should be conducted for raptor nests beforeconstruction begins. A V2-mile
construction buffer should be implemented around active eagle nest sites (known occupied
within the past 5 years). Ms. Sandra Johnson, Conservation Biologist, can be contacted at 701-
328-6327 for additional information on eagle nest sites in the state.
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We also recommend that routine monitoring for avian and bat mortalitybe included as part of the
facility maintenance plan for the life of the project. We would appreciate being kept informed as
this project progresses, and ifpossible, we would like the GPS coordinates for each turbine after
the site has been established.

Sincerely,

fteg Li
Chief

Conservation & Communication Division
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