ND power line’s path concerns some

Associated Press
FARGO — Some Fargo-area offi-

cials worry that a high-voltage power-

transmission line planned to carry

electricity from North Dakota wind"

farms to the Minneapolis-St. Paul
market might hurt development.

The proposed CapX2020 power line,
backed by a consortium of Minnesota
utilities, is a $550 million project slated
for completion by 2015. It is one of
three planned 345-kilovolt transmis-
sion lines across Minnesota that would
connect to the Dakotas and Wisconsin.

Officials in Fargo and nearby town-
ships worry that the power line might
impede growth of cities and 'subdivi-
sions to the south and west.

That concern is heightened by sep-
arate plans for a Red River flood-
control diversion channel that could

bypass Fargo-Moorhead to the west.
Areas . inside the diversion channel
would be well-protected against flood-
ing and attractive for development,
while growth outside the diversion
would be less appealing.

“I really would like to see (the power
line) south and west of wherever the
diversion would end up,” said Jim
Gilmour, Fargo’s planning director.

Officials in Stanley Township just
to the south of Fargo have similar
concerns.

“Why would you put a power line in
the only place Fargo has to grow?” said
township supervisor Paula Ekman.

An alternative route would extend
the transmission corridor farther
south, through Richland County,
crossing the Red River into Minnesota
south of Wahpeton.

A spokeésman for the CapX2020
project said the utilities will try to
address the concerns of landowners,
cities and townships when determin-
ing the route.

“We absolutely understand,” said
Tim Carlsgaard of Xcel Energy, the
lead partner in the Fargo-Monticello,
Minn., transmission line project. “We
get it. We're doing our best to work
with the concerned citizens and cities
and townships”

However, Carlsgaard said any
increase in the route’s distance would
mean higher costs and might increase
costs for ratepayers.

Regulatory approvals for the power
line are pending in Minnesota. Most
of the permits for the transmission:
project’s corridor in North Dakota are
yet to be filed. ‘

WINDFALL: Concerns about road damage prominen_t
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preventive maintenance along with

oiling and: periodically “checking “the-

turbines. .

Stengel said Monday NextEra plans
to add “a few additional permanent
jobs” when the planned expansion is
completed.

Jennifer Feist of the Barnes County
Valley City. Economic Development
Corp. said Thursday that for each dol-
lar a new employee makes, she figures
it will bring in five times that much in
additional income to the area. “If five
people make $200,000 per payroll, or
'$40,000 each, it would generate $1
million,” she said.

According to Feist, -if NextEra
expands: “It supports everything. If
families come in, new children come
into school. It also adds to our diver-

sity and the community. It'’s very good -

overall. They have made a contribu-
tion to community services and events.
NextEra has justbeen a great asset. Itis
all new money coming in”

Stengel said his company does not
reveal what the company pays employ-
ees, but added, “We provide a very
competitive wage”

Cindy Schwehr, chairwoman of the
Barnes County Commission, said Fri-
day: “Wind farms add to our tax base
with greater tax receipts, and the ben-
efit to the county is huge when they
build them. It’s fantastic for the county
and excitinig. We do have to monitor
the impact on the infrastructure -
roads, highways and byways. There
is a lot of road stress. We don’t want
to discourage growth, but we have to
handle it carefully”

County Commissioner John Froe-
lich said, “I have not been opposed to

them (wind farms). Our zoning board

has approved variances on height ordi-
nances. We (commissioners) are con-
~cerned our roads are not damaged.
There is a big economic benefit to
Barnes County and some schools. Last
year Barnes County got $400,000 in

property taxes from wind farms. It’s

a big-time economic benefit, but we

)

have to be sure road damage doesn’t
eat it up. It costs us about. $250,000

per mile to build a road. We must be

or the damages.

landowners be involved in any deci-
sions.

Mary Ann Miller and her husband
Jim, live on a 32-acre far

by the noise and the view. Landown-
ers are getting about $6,000 per year
in rent, and there is a 1,400-foot set-
back requirement from residences. It
is always a balancing act”

Froelich said he serves on the board

- of directors for the Cass County Elec-

tric Co-op, which gets 30 percent of its
power from wind energy.
County Commissioner

nomically, “they (wind farms) sure
help, especially when they are being
constructed. Then there are a lot of
employees. There are fewer when they
are doing just maintaining them (the
wind turbines). I am a supporter of
towers, from two perspectives. From
the county standpoint it helps our
economy and as an American we need
the energy”

Berntson -said he has heard from

county residents complaining about

both noise and the view, “but they
brought in a lot of revenue to the
county when they were bemg con-
structed”

Landowners’ concerns

Dennis and Cathryn Stillings recent-
ly moved back into Valley City because
wind turbines near their home on Peak
Road were too noisy for them, while a
group of other Peak-area residents
formed Peak Wind Development LLC
to explore the possibility of harvesting
wind on their property. :

Bill Noeske, a Peak-area seed farm-
er, is also a Peak Wind board member.

Noeske said Peak Wind is owned by

area property owners.:

“We got together to do some

research. Land owned or controlled by
members covers about 30,000 acres or
so (in the Peak area). All landowners
are partners,” Noeske said. ~
Peak Wind Development works
with RES Americas as a joint develop-
,ment partner. Noeske said Peak Wind
board members insisted all involved

€ some. people dlstnrbedi

Rodger
Berntson said Thursday that eco-

Luverne, On. Monday, :
the noise and “shadow flicker pro-
duced by turbine blades bother her.

“We live here because we wanted to
live in a quiet, rural setting, and it was
louder here at night than in the mlddle
of a city; she said.

Randy Koch has two turbines on
his farm off 18th Street Southeast near
Luverne.

“As far as we're concerned, we're get-
ting financially compensated, but we're
happy with it he said. “The noise
hasn’t been a big problem for us. They
do make some noise, but there is more
good than bad. It brings money to
landowners, tax money to the county
and jobs. It's something we have to do.
I think it (Ashtabula) is a worthwhile
project, and the company is good to
work with. I feel it is necessary for our
country. Wind Turbines do change the
skyline. We have a turbine one-quarter
mile from the house. It doesn’t keep

- you awake at night, but you can hear
(it. T don’t want my grandkids to have
‘to keep buying oil from’

> the Middle
East. ‘

Hovey Molstad now has six turbines
on his farm on 21st Street Southeast,
and one more is planned.

“It’s all right, but it (installing the
turbines) is tough on the roads,” Mol-
stad said. “Wind power is the coming
thing. Another problem on the farm is
when they build a tower they take a lot
of sod out”

Perry Burchill is a retired farmer
who has wind turbines on his property
in Barnes County near Luverne.

“They are fine once you get used
to them. I don't even notice them any
more. Theyve become part of the
landscape,” Burchill said. “We're right
in the middle of Ashtabula I - we can
see them (towers) all around us” /;

However, he added, “I do have a
problem with crooked roads. It is hard
to farm around them (towers). But it is
good, clean energy”

YOUR HEALTH: Add food to your baby’s diet gradually

FROM 5

has some recommendations on mini--
mizing allergy risk in children. They
recommend that you should add veg-
etables, rice, and meat to your baby’s
diet one by one between six months
and a year.:

Milk, wheat, corn, citrus fruit, and
soy can be added after the child is 1.

' At age 2, eggs can be added. At age 3,

fish and peanuts can be added. Add-
ing the foods one by one allows you to
identify a particular food that might
be causing an allergy.

Overall, why we are becoming
more allergic is not known. More

research in this area still has to be

done. Hopefully, the future will bring
us something better to combat aller-
gies. '

Bollis a dietetic student working with
Sharon Buhr, licensed registered dietitian
. at Young People’s Healthy Heart Program
at Mercy Hospital. Your Health is coordinated by

) Mercy Hospital.

beetles vs. tree
CHEYENNE, Wyo.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON
THE PRIORITY LIST AND INTEND-
ED USE PLAN FOR THE ALLOCA-
TION OF DRINKING WATER STATE
REVOLVING LOAN FUNDS TO
MUNICIPALITIES IN NORTH DAKO-
TA FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010

Notice is hereby-given that the North -

Dakota Department of Health will hold
a public hearing at 2:00 p.m. on July
22, 2010, in the 3rd floor conference
room at the Gold Seal Center, 918
East Divide Avenue, Bismarck, North
Dakota for the purpose of -receiving
and considering comments on the pro-
posed Drinking Water State Revolving
Fund (DWSRF) Priority List and
Intended Use Plan.

All interested parties are invited to
appear and present comments, or mail
their comments to the North Dakota
Department -of Health, Division of
Municipal Facilities, 918 East Divide
Avenue, 3rd Floor Bismarck, ND
58501-1947. Copies of the Priority List

“and Intended Use Plan are available

upon request.
(June 22, 2010)
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
Midcontinent Communications/Turtle
Mountain Commumcatlons Inc.

Rural Exemption

Investigation

Case No.-PU-10-157

NOTICE OF HEARING

June 16, 2010

On May 12, 2010, Midcontinent
Communications. (Midcontinent) filed
notice . with the Commission that
Midcontinent had by letters dated A%’Il

d -April :23
sts linde

telecommunlcauons services for the

Willow City, Dunseith and Bisbee,
North Dakota exchanges from Turtle
Mountain - Communications, Inc.
(Turtle Mountain).

Under 47 U.S.C. § 254(f)(1)(A) a rural
telephone company is exempt from
the requirements of Section 251(c)
until it receives a bona fide request
and until the state commission deter-
mines that the exemption should be
terminated.

Midcontinent  requests © that the
Commission conduct an inquiry for the
purpose of determining whether to ter-
minate the Turtle Mountain,s 47
U.S.C. § 251(f)(1)(A) exemption from
providing its services for resale.
Under 47 U.S.C. § 251(f) the
Commission must conduct an inquiry
and within 120 days after receiving
notice of a bona fide request, must
decide whether to terminhate the
exemption.:

A public hearing has been scheduled
for August 4, 2010 at 9 a.m. (CST}) in
the Commission Hearing Room, 12th
Floor, State Capitol, Bismarck, North
Dakota.

The issues to be considered: in this,
. matter are:

1. Whether the request of
Midcontinent is unduly economically
burdensome.

2.  Whether the request of
Midcontinent is technically feasible.

3. Whether the request of
Midcontinent is consistent with 47
U.S.C. § 254 (other than subsections
(b)(7) and (c){1)(D) thereof).

4. The implementation schedule for
compliance with the request should
the exemption be terminated.

5. if Turtle. Mountain,s exemption'

under 47 U.S.C. § 251(f)(1)(A) is ter-
minated, whether the exemption is to
be terminated for the whole company.
6. If Turtle Mountain,s exemption
under 47 U.5.C. § 251(f)(1)(A) is ter-
minated, whether the exemption is to
be terminated for all services required
under 47 U.S.C. § 251(c).

For more information contact the
Public Service Commission, State
Capitol, Bismarck, North . Dakota
58505, 701-328-2400 or 877-245-
6685; or Relay North Dakota 1-800-
366-6888 TTY. If you require any aux-
iliary aids or services, such as read-
ers, signers, or Braille materials
please contact the Commission at
least 24 hours in advance.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
Tony Clark, Commissioner '
Kevin Cramer, Chairman

Brian P. Kalk, Commissioner

¥ (June 22, 2010)
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TATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
Montana-Dakota Utilities. Co., a
Pivision of MDU Resources Group,
nc.

Electric Rate, Increase

Application

Case No. PU-10-124

NOTICE OF HEARING and

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INPUT .SES-

SIONS

June 16, 2010

On Apnl 19, 2010, Montana—Dakota
Utilities Co.,
Resources Group, Inc. (MDU) filed an
application to increase its rates for
electric utility service to provide,addi-

tional annual revenue of $15,396,303:

or a 14% increase over current rates.
The proposed monthly increase for a
residential customer using 750 kilo-
watt-hours in a month is $7.63.

A public hearing on this matter will be
held beginning November 8, 2010 at
8:30 a.m. CDT (7:30 a.m. MDT) in the
Commission héaring room, State
Capitol, 12th Floor, Bismarck, North
Dakota 58505. issues to be consnd-
ered in this matter are:

1. What is the value of MDU's proper-
ty, used and useful, for the service and

convenience of the public in North

Dakota?

.includes

a Division  of MDU,

2. What is MDU's rate of return on its
property, used and useful, for the serv-
ice and convenience of the public in
North. Dakota?

3. What is a-just and reasonable rate

- of return on MDU's property, used and

useful, for the service and conven-
ience of the public in North Dakota?
4. What rates and charges are neces-
sary to provide a just and reasonable
rate of return on MDU's property, used
and useful, for the service and con-
venience - of the public in North
Dakota?

5. Are MDU's proposed rate schedules
designed in such a manner that they
result in a basis of charge to its cus-
tomers that is just and reasonable
without discrimination?

6. Other relevant information or pro-
posals concerning the proceeding.
Public input sessions will be held via
interactive television on July 12 at
12:00 p.m. CDT (11:00 a.m. MDT) and
on.July 13 at 7:30 p.m. CDT (6:30 p.m.
MDT). Members of the public are invit-
ed to appear and participate in the
public input session at the locations
set forth below.

Bismarck State College
Vocational Technical Ctr Rm 216
1200 College Dr

Bismarck ND 58501

Dickinson State University
Klinefelter Hall, Room 216
Dickinson, ND 58601

Williston State College
Main Building, Room 108
Williston ND 58801

The public will also be able to hear the
input session by connecting to the
Commission’s web site
http://www.nd.gov/psc and then click-
ing on the“link-at the bottom of the

i =-homepage that saysiBroadcast “of
-Public -Input-Sessions everJVN. The

Commission will recéive e-mail ques-
tions during the session at
ndpsc@nd.gov.

A public input session is not consid-
ered part of the technical hearing and
the discussion at a session will not
become part of the record evidence
reviewed by the Commission in mak-
ing its decision. The discussion will,
however, aid the Commission and its’
staff in identifying areas of concern
that may require further investigation.
For moré information contact the
Public Service Commission, State
Capitol, Bismarck, North Dakota
58505, 701-328-2400 or 877-245-
6685. (toll free in North Dakota), or
Relay North Dakota 1-800-366-6888
TTY. if you require any auxiliary aids
or services, such as readers, signers,
or Braille materials, please notify the
Commission at least 24 hours in
advance.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
Tony Clark, Commissioner
Kevin Cramer, Chairman
Brian P. Kalk, Commissioner

(June 22, 2010) #
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IN THE SUPHEME COURT
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

NOTICE OF HEARING
Supreme Court No. 20100169

In the Matter of the Petition to Change
the Resident Chambers )
for District Judgeship No. 4, Southeast
Judicial District,

from New Rockford to Carrington,
North Dakota and Supreme Court No.
20100174

in the Matter of the Petition to Change
the Resident Chambers

for District Judgeship No. 4, Southeast
Judicial District,

from New Rockford to Lisbon, North
Dakota

On June 11, 2010, pursuant to North
Dakota Supreme Court Administrative .
Rule 7.1, Rodney Olson, Trial Court
Administrator for Unit 2, which
the Southeast Judicial
District, filed a Petition to change the
designation of the Chambers of

. Judgeship No. 4 from New Rockford,

North -Dakota, to Carrington, North
Dakota. ‘An Amended Petition was
filed June 15, 2010. Notice of the
Petition was provided under the ruie.
Also filed June 11, 2010, was a
Resolution of the Ransom County
Commissioners  requesting - that
Judgeship No. 4 be chambered in
Lisbon, which is in- Ransom County.

* The Resolution discusses the criteria

identified in North : Dakota Supreme
Court Administrative Rule 7.1.. The
Supreme Court treated this Resolution
as a Petition under the rule, and direct-
ed that the notice .of this Petition be
published in a newspaper ‘in ‘every
county in. the - Southeast Judlcnal

" District.

T IS HEREBY ORDERED, that a
hearing. on. the Petitions be held
Wednesday, July 14,2010, at 2:p.m.,
in‘the Raiph J. Erickstad Counroom of

‘the Supreme Court at -the: State

Capitol “in- Bismarck, North - Dakota.
The hearing will be limited to the issue

- of transfer of the chambers. Time for

personal appearances will ‘be limited
to 90 minutes, and-time will be equally
split among proponents and . oppo-
nents of the transfer.

Any person wishing to appear at the
hearing must notify Penny Miller, Clerk
of the Supreme Court, at least three
days prior to the scheduled hearing.

Dated: June 15, 2010
Penny Miller
Clerk

'North Dakota Supreme Court

(June.22, 2010)




