By Mikkel Pates
Agweek Staff Wnter

.. FARGO, N. D. The personal Chapter 11 banlmxptcy reorgam—
‘Zation for former Grafton, N.D., fariner Tom Grabanski and his:
wife; Mari, has been dismissed, perha S settmgothe stage for: .

e .cred’ltors to move ahead to collect clauns thattotal about $2

million. :
ThadJ, Colhns, aU,S. Bankry tey Judge on A ,rll 12 dismissed

-the case “with prejudice,” prohibiting the Grabanskls from ﬁlmg,, :

- for bankruptcy for another six-months. -
Itis but one of three separate but related b.
ing Grabanski, a key figure in failed farming busi
etown of érafton .D;; in Texas and Colorad

es.
as well'as an
accounted for more than 576 docket items, or filings.
. ~'Inhis order, Collins : says the court had “bent over bac
- togive” the Grabanskis everiv possible benefit of the do
- the case, but cited a history of missed deadlines and ext
‘He said it is “no stretch for the Court to conclude” the Gr

- elevator company in Graﬁon ’I‘hﬁ personal: bankruptcy case has o

 skis “willfully failed to abide by orders of the Court and to ap- "_ I

g?-‘pearbefore e court in proper prosecution of their case.”. :
- ‘Tom'Grabanski, who has lived in Par: , Texas, for about three
,;years told A yweek he'd ex ected dismissal since lastJune. =~
. We’l see W, ereGOdWan  take: 'Says “It’ll work out ”

1 S-year history

- Judge Collins, based in the northern dlstl‘lct of Iowa smce L
M h. 29, 2010 has been “s1tt1‘%g y designation” in the case.
G took over from Judge William A. Hill who retired A
2011. Hill was replaced by Shon Hastr s, a. former as81stant S..
y. Diarine Schmitz, clerk of th ankrulgtcy cou says a a
i re ew, of the court’s case load mdlcated that Hastings had a_ -

s, 50 th frwere assigned to Collins.
_ In h1s April 12 ruling, Collins offered a hlstorylof the caSe
: wh;ch ‘dates back to farming'in 2008 and
- skis initially started ¥artnersh1ps with John and Dawn Keeley,
Grafton farmers and former partners of the Grabanskis i in Texas
farmland ownership and i o% eration companies. - ‘
_.".Grabanski reported a $2.
; nershrp in 2008, even though the crops had been insured. The -
~Keeleys alleged that Tom rabansk1 obtained a $7 million loan
on:behalf of the com any, contrary to the 0&0 erating agréement -
-_that said he couldn’t borrow more than $1,000 without John: Kee-
ley’s permission. The Keele §0belleved they resigned fromthe
- partnership effectlve Apn 2009 but later found themselves
ble for debts. o
. idge in Colorado last summer reversed a government de— =
: mal of $8 million in crop insurance gayments to Colorado: Farm,
aco gany in which Grabanski had been a partner. Collins.
+” quoted a news story in which Grabanski sald the victoryiina - -~ -
- crop insurance case could allow hlm to make payments to credl- ,
tors and make thing
- Collins says he: had delayed one motlon to dismiss to “wart—

- '.and—see if anyone in'this (personal) bankruptey was paid from or.;-.‘:: .
made a ¢laim to what seémed to be a'sizable amoun of money.”. -
_But Collins asked Grabanski “how much money wasinthees-

tate right now,” and Grabanski’s lawyer DeWayne Johnston had
- -answered, “Probably zero.” c»ubsequently, Co ms concurred
w1th the two dismissal niotions. -

Grabaskl says he doesn’t know what happened to the msur-
e Colorado matter, . AR
the (Col rado Farms)
me ere they put
‘ that one.” He couldn’t

g_?anager m a Graf’ton im

amily-isonetof several Hanson family mem-

;fgartner in Colorado Farms land partnership.
arming partnershlp, and

.le‘ment’; "_, )

bers who was'a
“and Hanson CF

‘bai lmi Y ( ‘ S
. creditors and plaintiffs in the Grafton area; including the’ Kee-

leys, declmed requests by Agweek to comment on the case:

elated conflict” with the Grabanski case, as well as some o ;

en the Grahan— o

‘millionlossin the G&K Farms part- ‘ T

creditor in the bank—

-ruptcy case; : :

‘P nganZ tobe mterv1 byAgwee on the fate
...of the Colo : eclined to comment o
- onthe Grabar ast three other-
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