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Introduction 

In February of 2011, Rangeland Pipeline, LLC (Rangeland Pipeline), a Delaware limited liability 

company authorized to do business in the State of North Dakota, submitted to the North Dakota 

Public Service Commission (Commission) a combined application for a Certificate of Corridor 

Compatibility and Route Permit (Consolidated Application) for a crude oil pipeline project, the 

COLT Connector Pipeline Project (COLT Connector or Project), in Williams County, North Dakota, 

pursuant to Chapter 49-22 of the North Dakota Century Code and Article 69-06 of the North Dakota 

Administrative Code. The proposed Project will transport crude oil between Rangeland Terminals, 

LLC's (Rangeland Terminals) proposed crude oil loading terminal (COLT Hub) located near Epping, 

North Dakota, and a delivery facility that will be located approximately eight miles south of Tioga, 

North Dakota. From the delivery facility, connections will be provided to the Enbridge and Tesoro 

transmission pipelines at their respective Beaver Lodge and Ramberg Stations, as well as to future 

pipelines constructed in the area, which will facilitate the transportation of North Dakota crude oil to 

various markets. Rangeland Pipeline has retained Barr Engineering Co. (Barr) to assist with the 

environmental review and permitting process for the Project. Rangeland Pipeline anticipates that the 

Project will be operational by November 30, 2011. 

The following supplemental filing describes proposed changes to the Project description and route 

from that provided to the Commission in the Consolidated Application filed in February, 2011.  

Proposed changes are in bold. 

A summary of the proposed amendments to the Consolidated Application are as follows: 

1. Pipeline Diameter:  Rangeland Pipeline now plans to use 10-inch diameter pipe, rather 
than 8-inch diameter pipe.  Increasing the pipe diameter will increase the Project’s crude 
oil transportation capacity, which, in turn, will increase the Project’s ability to meet 
anticipated crude oil transportation needs.  With the increased pipe diameter, the Project 
is anticipated to have a maximum initial design flow rate of 75,000 barrels per day.  The 
change in the pipe diameter will not impact the right-of-way width, or change any other 
aspect of Project design or construction, other than increasing Project costs, as discussed 
further below. 
 

2. Bi-directional Capability:  Rangeland Pipeline has determined that it will construct the 
Project to be bi-directional.  As such, the Project will facilitate transportation of crude oil 
both from Rangeland Terminals’ COLT Hub to the Enbridge and Tesoro transmission 
pipelines at their respective Beaver Lodge and Ramberg Stations (and future pipelines 
constructed in the area), and initially from the Tesoro pipeline to Rangeland Terminals’ 
COLT Hub and associated rail loading facility.  Making the Project bi-directional will 
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enable producers to utilize the Project to get their crude oil to market via either a 
transmission pipeline or the rail loading facility. 
 

3. Additional Facilities:  In conjunction with making the Project bi-directional, Rangeland 
Pipeline plans to construct a storage tank, a pump station, and a meter station at an 
approximately 16-acre site near Beaver Lodge at the eastern end of the Project, 
(Rangeland Pipeline’s Beaver Lodge Meter Station Site).  Information regarding the 
additional facilities is provided below. 
 

4. Route Modifications and Minor Route Variations: Rangeland Pipeline proposes two 
modifications and several minor variations to the original proposed route in order to 
address landowner requests and concerns.  At no point does the proposed Project route 
fall outside of the proposed one-mile-wide corridor identified in the Consolidated 
Application.  The route changes include the following: 

 
a. One proposed route modification, Route Modification 1, occurs on the western end of 

the proposed route where the pipeline will leave Rangeland Terminals’ COLT Hub in 
an easterly direction, roughly paralleling the original proposed route and 60th Street 
NW (County Highway 8), but on the south side of 60th Street, for approximately 2.5 
miles (see Exhibit B, Route Modification 1).  At approximately milepost (MP) 2.4 the 
route modification would trend north, cross 60th Street and the Enbridge pipeline, and 
rejoin the previously proposed route at MP 2.5.  The purpose of the proposed Route 
Modification 1 is to address landowner concerns and requests related to routing on 
private lands. 
 

b. The second route modification, Route Modification 2, occurs at approximately MP 
11.4, where the route would deviate from the original proposed route to the north by 
approximately one-quarter mile for a distance of approximately one (1) mile, 
rejoining the original route at MP 12.8 (see Exhibit C, Route Modification 2).  The 
purpose of the proposed Route Modification 2 is to address a request from the North 
Dakota State Lands Commission regarding the crossing of a state-owned parcel. 

 
c. Rangeland Pipeline also proposes one minor route variation, and is using this 

opportunity to address three previous minor route variations that were proposed in the 
Consolidated Application but had not been surveyed for natural and cultural 
resources at the time the Consolidated Application was filed (see Exhibit D).  In the 
aggregate, these minor route variations have little or no effect on pipeline length or 
resource impacts.  The new proposed minor route variation will occur at 
approximately MP 17.9 to MP 18.2 and addresses a landowner request for a straighter 
alignment on the landowner’s parcel.  The three minor route variations that were 
included in the Consolidated Application but not surveyed at that time occur at MP 
11.3 to MP 11.4, at MP 15.4, and at MP 20.5 to MP 20.7 and address a request by 
Enbridge Pipelines to remain, where feasible, a minimum of 100 feet from the closest 
existing Enbridge pipeline. 

 
5. Project Cost:  The changes to the Project noted above will increase the Project’s total 

cost.  With the changes, the total anticipated cost of the Project is $24.5 million, rather 
than $15 million. 
 



 

Rangeland Pipeline, LLC 
Barr Engineering Co. 13 

COLT Connector Pipeline Project 
North Dakota Public Service Commission 

 

 
Section A:  Description of Transmission Facility 

1. Type  
The 10-inch-diameter pipeline will be approximately 20.7 miles long and will generally 

parallel an existing Enbridge pipeline between the town of Epping and the Beaver 

Lodge/Ramberg Station.  The proposed pipeline will be bi-directional and will transport 

crude oil between Rangeland Terminals’ COLT Hub located near Epping and a delivery 

facility to be located approximately eight miles south of Tioga.  From the delivery facility, 

connections will be provided to the Enbridge and Tesoro transmission pipelines at their 

respective terminal facilities.  The proposed Project will add needed capacity to existing 

transmission pipeline systems while providing a year-round safe and reliable alternative to 

trucking. 

2. Product 
No change. 

3. Size and Design  
Design, construction and operation of the pipeline and related facilities will be in accordance 

with U.S. Department of Transportation regulations governing the transportation of 

hazardous liquids. These regulations are prescribed under Part 195 of Title 49 of the Code of 

Federal Regulations, Transportation of Hazardous Liquids by Pipelines. 

a. Pipeline Facility 

1.  Width of Right-of-Way and Route 

No change. 

2. Estimated Distance between Surface Structures 

Rangeland Pipeline is proposing to construct the following types of surface structures 

on this Project:  

Pump and Meter Station: Rangeland Pipeline will construct a pump and meter station 

within the fenced area of Rangeland Terminals’ COLT Hub.  Rangeland Pipeline will 

also construct a pump station, a meter station, and a 120,000-barrel tank at 

Rangeland Pipeline’s Beaver Lodge Meter Station Site, which will encompass an 
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area approximately 16 acres in size (see Exhibit E, Beaver Lodge Meter Station 

Site).   

Launcher and Receiver Traps: A pig launching station will be located at Rangeland 

Terminals’ COLT Hub near Epping, and a pig receiving and receipt meter station will 

be located approximately 20.7 miles away at the Beaver Lodge Station at the end of 

the proposed pipeline, eight miles south of Tioga, North Dakota. 

Block Valve: One block valve will be installed just west of Beaver Creek at 

approximately MP 13.8, approximately 13.8 miles east of Rangeland Terminals’ 

COLT Hub and 6.9 miles west of Beaver Lodge Station.  In-line valves may also be 

installed at the block valve site. 

In addition, Rangeland Pipeline will install pipeline markers at every public road 

crossing.  

3. Pipe Size 

The proposed pipeline will have a 10-inch nominal pipe size diameter with minimum 

nominal wall thickness of 0.219-inches and minimum grade X-52. Heavier wall pipe, 

likely 0.250 or greater nominal wall thickness, will be used at most road and railroad 

crossings. 

4. Approximate Length of Facility 

The approximate length of the pipeline will be 20.7 miles. 

5. Maximum Design Operating Pressure and Temperature 

Maximum Operating Pressure: No change. 

Maximum Temperature: No change. 

6. Maximum Design Flow Rate 

Maximum Design Flowrate: The maximum initial design flow rate will be 

approximately 75,000 barrels per day. 
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7. Number and General Location of Compressor or Pumping Stations 

Rangeland Pipeline is proposing to construct a new pump and meter station at 

Rangeland Terminals’ COLT Hub near Epping, North Dakota, and a new pump and 

meter station at Rangeland Pipelines’ Beaver Lodge Meter Station Site.  

4. Time Schedule  

a. Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 

Rangeland Pipeline is seeking a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility on or before 

September 1, 2011. 

b. Route Application 

No change. 

c. Route Permit 

Rangeland Pipeline is seeking a Route Permit on or before September 1, 2011. 

d. Construction Start Date 

Rangeland Pipeline is proposing to start construction in early September, 2011. 

e. Construction Complete 

Rangeland Pipeline is proposing to complete construction in late October to early 

November, 2011. 

f. In-Service Date 

No change. 
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Section B:  Studies 

Rangeland Pipeline has consulted with several federal, state, and local agencies to identify 

environmental resources in the Project area and determine what, if any, environmental studies or 

assessments would be required for the proposed Project. 

1. Cultural Resource Investigations 
In October, 2010, Rangeland Pipeline commissioned a cultural resource study of the Project 

corridor and route. Barr directed a Class I literature search of the Project corridor and a Class III 

cultural resource inventory of the Project route. The results of the Class I literature search and 

Class III inventory are documented in:  

Smith, N. and J. Cooper.  January 2011. A Class I and III Cultural Resource Inventory of the 

Rangeland Energy COLT Connector Pipeline, Williams County, North Dakota. SWCA 

Environmental Consultants. Bismarck, North Dakota. 

A copy of the report is included in Appendix D to the Consolidated Application. On January 

26, 2011, SWCA Environmental Consultants, on behalf of Barr and Rangeland Pipeline, provided 

the report to the State Historical Society of North Dakota, State Historic Preservation Office 

(SHPO). On January 27, 2011, the SHPO notified SWCA that it concurred with the report’s 

determinations of “no significant sites affected” and “no historic properties affected,” “provided 

the project is of the nature stated, it takes place in the plotted and mapped location, and that site 

32WI961 is avoided from impacts as recommended…in the report.” A full discussion of the 

cultural resource investigations and the report’s findings can be found in Section D.4.a.iii of this 

application and Section D.4.a.iii of the February, 2011 application for a Certificate of 

Corridor Compatibility. Rangeland Pipeline’s route will avoid all impacts to site 32WI961 and 

Rangeland Pipeline will maintain a 50-foot buffer from the site during construction activities.  

In February, 2011, Rangeland Pipeline modified the Project route to address landowner concerns, 

to maintain a minimum 100-foot buffer to the nearest Enbridge pipeline, and to improve the 

configuration at the Beaver Lodge delivery point. These minor changes resulted in three areas 

where the proposed route was outside of the October, 2010 cultural resource survey corridor: 

from MP 11.3 to 11.5; at MP 15.0; and from MP 20.4 to 20.6.  
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In addition to the February, 2011 Project route changes discussed above (which were 

incorporated into the route proposed in the Consolidated Application), Rangeland Pipeline 

also modified the Project route in June, 2011 in order to address additional landowner 

concerns. Together, the February, 2011 route changes and the June, 2011 route changes 

resulted in six areas in which the route was outside of the area surveyed in October, 2010.  

Those six areas are:  from MP 0.0 to MP 2.5 (Route Modification 1); from MP 11.4 to 12.8 

(Route Modification 2); from MP 11.3 to 11.4; at MP 15.4; from MP 17.9 to 18.2; and from 

MP 20.5 to 20.7.  SWCA, on behalf of Rangeland Pipeline, reviewed the Class I literature 

search and consulted with the SHPO to determine whether additional Class III surveys 

were required for these areas.  In the spring and summer of 2011, Rangeland Pipeline 

commissioned additional cultural resource studies of proposed Route Modification 1 in 

addition to the minor route variations noted above. SWCA performed a Class III cultural 

resource inventory of the route changes and will perform the required inventory of Route 

Modification 2 in July, 2011. The results of the Class I literature search and Class III 

inventory will be documented in a report to be submitted to the SHPO in July, 2011, with 

concurrence from SHPO expected in late July, 2011.  The report and documentation of the 

SHPO’s concurrence will be filed separately with the Commission upon receipt.  Based on 

the results of the Class III inventory, SWCA’s determination for Route Modification 1 and 

the four minor route variations is that, so long as noted avoidance and mitigation measures 

are followed, no eligible or potentially-eligible cultural, historic, or architectural sites will 

be adversely affected.     

2. Wetland Assessment 
In October, 2010, Rangeland Pipeline commissioned a wetland assessment of the Project route. 

Barr directed a field-based determination of wetlands within the proposed corridor. The results 

are documented in: 

Binstock, L. and M. Cook. January 2011. Natural Resources and Wetland Determination 

Report for the COLT Connector Pipeline, Williams County, North Dakota. SWCA 

Environmental Consultants. Bismarck, North Dakota. 

A copy of the report is included in Appendix E to the Consolidated Application. Rangeland 

Pipeline received a March 30, 2011 Project Authorization letter from the North Dakota 

Regulatory Office of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Omaha District, stating 

that the proposed Project qualifies for coverage under USACE Nationwide Permit (NWP) 
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12 – Utility Line Activities – of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (see Exhibit I, 

Supplemental Agency Correspondence). Because the Project occurs in an area where favorable 

habitat for species listed under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) could occur 

(although the Project is not likely to adversely affect listed species), Rangeland Pipeline must 

submit a Preconstruction Notification (PCN) to the USACE to recognize the Project’s 

qualification under NWP 12. The submittal of the PCN will facilitate consultation with the 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) in support of a finding that the proposed action 

is not likely to affect federally-listed threatened and endangered species. A full discussion of the 

wetlands assessment and the report’s findings can be found in Section D.4.a.iii of February, 

2011 application for a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility. 

In spring and summer of 2011, Rangeland Pipeline commissioned additional wetland 

determinations of proposed Route Modification 1, in addition to both the February, 2011, 

and June, 2011 minor route variations. Wetland determinations for Route Modification 2 

will be performed in July, 2011.  The results of the field studies will be documented in a 

report to be submitted to the Commission in July, 2011.  The results of the wetland 

determination field studies for Route Modification 1 and the four minor route variations 

are that there will be no permanent impacts (i.e., no permanent dredge, fill, or conversion 

of type) as a result of the route changes.  The Project’s qualification for coverage under 

NWP 12 is not affected by the route changes. 

3. Protected Species 
In October, 2010, Barr directed a habitat assessment for threatened and endangered species in the 

Project corridor on behalf of Rangeland Pipeline.  The results are documented in: 

Binstock, L. and M. Cook. January 2011. Natural Resources and Wetland Determination 

Report for the COLT Connector Pipeline, Williams County, North Dakota. SWCA 

Environmental Consultants. Bismarck, North Dakota. 

A copy of the report is included in Appendix E to the Consolidated Application.  Barr, on 

behalf of Rangeland Pipeline, is consulting with the USFWS regarding federally-listed threatened 

and endangered species. Rangeland Pipeline received a letter dated March 8, 2011, from the 

USFWS with comments regarding the proposed Project (see Section B.2.k of the July, 2011 

Supplemental Materials to the Application for a Route Permit for further details).  

Consultations with the USFWS are ongoing. 
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In spring and summer of 2011, Rangeland Pipeline commissioned additional habitat 

assessments for threatened and endangered species along proposed Route Modification 1, in 

addition to both the February, 2011, and June, 2011 minor route variations. Habitat 

assessments for Route Modification 2 will be performed in July, 2011.  The results of the 

field studies will be documented in a report to be submitted to the Commission in July, 

2011.  The results of the habitat assessment field studies for Route Modification 1 and the 

four minor route variations are that no threatened or endangered species were identified or 

are likely to be harmed as a result of the route variations.  The route changes made are not 

expected to materially change the results of the Natural Resources Report regarding 

threatened and endangered resources.  

4. Woody Vegetation 
In October, 2010, Barr directed a survey of the trees, saplings, and shrubs within the Project 

route on behalf of Rangeland Pipeline.  The results are documented in: 

Binstock, L. and M. Cook. January 2011. Natural Resources and Wetland Determination 

Report for the COLT Connector Pipeline, Williams County, North Dakota. SWCA 

Environmental Consultants. Bismarck, North Dakota. 

A copy of the report is included in Appendix E to the Consolidated Application.  Rangeland 

Pipeline intends to use the information in the report to determine mitigation for trees and shrubs 

according to Commission requirements. 

In spring and summer of 2011, Rangeland Pipeline commissioned additional surveys for 

trees, saplings, and shrubs for proposed Route Modification 1, in addition to both the 

February, 2011, and June, 2011 minor route variations.  Tree, sapling and shrub surveys 

for Route Modification 2 will be performed in July, 2011.  The results of the field studies for 

all route modifications will be documented in a report to be submitted to the Commission in 

July, 2011.  
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Section C:  Need for Facility 

1.  Analysis of Need Based on Present and Projected Demand, 
Including System Studies 
No change. 

2.  Description of Feasible Alternative Methods of Serving the Need 
No change. 

3.  Statement Justifying Deviations from the Most Recent Ten-Year 
Plan 
Rangeland Pipeline’s parent company, Rangeland Energy, LLC (Rangeland Energy), filed its 

Ten-Year Plan for 2011-2021 with the Commission on January 18, 2011 (see Case No. PU-11-

042).  The proposed Project is consistent with Rangeland Energy’s Ten-Year Plan, except 

that the proposed Project will be bi-directional and will utilize 10-inch pipe.  The rationale 

for these deviations are discussed in the Introduction to the July, 2011 Supplemental 

Materials to the application for the Certificate of Corridor Compatibility. 
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Section D:  Location 

1. Study Area  
Rangeland Pipeline defined its study area as the certificated corridor of the existing Enbridge 

Trenton to Beaver Lodge 10-inch-diameter pipeline. Rangeland Pipeline has identified a few 

locations where environmental or constructability issues appear to warrant variations from 

paralleling the route utilized by Enbridge. These variations are limited in number and scope, and 

most are within 50 to 1,000 feet of the existing Enbridge pipeline. All of the proposed route 

variations are within the certificated corridor of the existing Enbridge Trenton to Beaver 

Lodge 10-inch-diameter pipeline (Certificate of Corridor Compatibility for Transmission 

Facility Certificate Number 94 issued in Case No. PU-06-330). 

2. Criteria to be Evaluated  
The criteria to be evaluated shall include at a minimum all of the following: 

a. Exclusion Areas 

No change. 

b. Avoidance Areas 

No change. 

c. Selection Criteria 

No change. 

d. Policy Criteria 

No change. 

 e. Design and Construction Limitations 

No change 

 f. Economic Considerations 

No change. 
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3. Identify and Map Criteria  
Maps illustrating the location of exclusion and avoidance areas along the proposed route 

changes are included in Exhibit F. Maps addressing other selection and siting criteria, such 

as land use, are located in Exhibits G and H. 

4. Discussion of the Relative Value of Each Criteria and Corridor 
Selection  

a. Exclusion Areas 

Exclusion areas are geographical areas that shall be excluded in the consideration of a route 

for a transmission facility. The following table identifies exclusion areas within the proposed 

corridor and crossed by the proposed route. Maps illustrating the location of exclusion 

areas along the proposed route are included in Appendix F. 

Table 1 Exclusion Areas 

Exclusion Area 
Within Proposed 

Corridor 

Crossed by 
Proposed 
Route  

a. Designated or registered national: parks; memorial parks; 
historic sites and landmarks; natural landmarks; 
monuments; and wilderness areas. 

No  No 

b. Designated or registered state: parks; historic sites; 
monuments; historical markers; archaeological sites; and 
nature preserves. 

No  No 

c. County parks and recreational areas; municipal parks; and 
parks owned or administered by other governmental 
subdivisions. 

Yes  No 

d. Areas critical to the lifestages of threatened or 
endangered animal or plant species. 

No  No 

e. Areas where animals or plant species that are unique or 
rare to this state would be irreversibly damaged. 

No  No 

 

i. Designated or Registered National: Parks, Memorial Parks, Historic Sites and 

Landmarks; Natural Landmarks; Monuments; and Wilderness Areas 

No change. 
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ii. Designated or Registered State: Parks; Historic Sites; Monuments; Historical 

Markers; Archaeological Sites; and Nature Preserves 

No change. 

iii. County Parks and Recreational Areas; Municipal Parks; and Parks Owned or 

Administered by Other Governmental Subdivisions 

No change. 

iv. Areas Critical to the Life Stages of Threatened and Endangered Animal or Plant 

Species 

No change. 

v. Areas Where Animals or Plant Species that are Unique or Rare to this State would be 

Irreversibly Damaged 

No change. 

b. Avoidance Areas 

Avoidance areas are geographic areas that shall not be considered in the routing of a 

transmission facility unless the applicant shows that under the circumstances there is no 

reasonable alternative. The following table identifies avoidance areas within the proposed 

corridor and crossed by the proposed route. Maps illustrating the locations of avoidance 

areas within the proposed corridor and along the proposed route are included in 

Appendix F. 

Table 2 Avoidance Areas 

Avoidance Area 
Within 

Proposed 
Corridor 

Crossed by 
Proposed 
Route  

a. Designated or registered national: historic districts; wildlife 
areas; wild, scenic, or recreational rivers; wildlife refuges; 
and grasslands. 

No  No 

b. Designated or registered state:  wild, scenic, or recreational 
rivers; game refuges; game management areas; management 
areas; forests; forest management lands; and grasslands. 

No  No 
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Avoidance Area 
Within 

Proposed 
Corridor 

Crossed by 
Proposed 
Route  

c. Historical resources which are not specifically designated as 
exclusion or avoidance areas. 

Yes  Yes  

d. Areas which are geologically unstable.  No  No 

e. Within five hundred feet [152.4 meters] of a residence, 
school, or place of business. 

Yes  Yes  

f. Reservoirs and municipal water supplies.  Yes  No 

g. Water sources for organized rural water districts.  No  No 

h. (Irrigated land – does not apply to an underground 
transmission facility.)  

No  No 

i. Areas of recreational significance which are not designated 
as exclusion areas. 

No  No 

 

i. Designated or Registered National: Historic Districts; Wildlife Areas; Wild, Scenic, 

or Recreational Rivers; Wildlife Refuges; and Grasslands 

No change. 

ii. Designated or Registered State; Wild, Scenic, or Recreational Rivers; Game Refuges; 

Game Management Areas; Management Areas; Forests; Forest Management Lands; 

and Grasslands 

No change. 

iii. Historical Resources that are not Specifically Designated as Exclusion or Avoidance 

Area 

A review of the Project study area identified several potential historical resources, which are not 

specifically designated as exclusion or avoidance areas, within the proposed corridor. There are 

numerous archaeological sites in Williams County. In 2010, SWCA on behalf of Barr and Rangeland 

Pipeline completed a Class I literature search of the proposed corridor and, based on the results of 

this search, conducted a Class III inventory on those segments of the proposed route likely to contain 

cultural resources. Rangeland Pipeline did not complete a Class III reconnaissance inventory of the 

entire 1-mile-wide corridor because there are no plans to disturb areas beyond the proposed 

construction right-of-way. 
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Based on the Class I literature search of the proposed corridor, there are 112 previously recorded 

cultural resources within the 1-mile corridor. The October, 2010 Class III inventory identified one 

previously-recorded site and one newly recorded site within the route, as proposed at that time. 

Neither of these two sites has been formally evaluated by the SHPO to determine eligibility for 

listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). 

The newly identified site is recommended as not eligible for NRHP listing, meaning the site is not 

significant to the history or pre-history of the state or community. In any event, this site will be 

avoided by construction activities if the proposed route is approved. Rangeland Pipeline is consulting 

with the SHPO on these recommendations and its proposed approach for constructing near this site 

and the SHPO’s concurrence is expected prior to construction.   

No eligibility recommendation was made regarding the previously-identified site, and further 

investigation is also not recommended. The significance of this site and its value to the history and 

pre-history of the state and community have not yet been established. Therefore, Rangeland 

Pipeline’s proposed route and construction work areas have been configured to avoid this site. 

Rangeland Pipeline will also maintain a 50-foot buffer zone around the site to minimize the risk of 

inadvertent disturbance during construction. On January 26, 2011, SWCA Environmental Consultants 

on behalf of Barr and Rangeland Pipeline provided the report to the SHPO. On January 27, 2011, the 

SHPO notified SWCA that it concurred in the report’s determinations of “no significant sites 

affected” and “no historic properties affected,” “provided the project is of the nature stated, it takes 

place in the plotted and mapped location, and that site 32WI961 is avoided from impacts as 

recommended…in the report.” 

In the spring and summer of 2011, Rangeland Pipeline commissioned additional cultural 

resource studies of proposed Route Modification 1, in addition to the February, 2011 and June, 

2011 minor route variations noted above. SWCA performed a Class III cultural resource 

inventory of the route changes and will perform the required inventory of Route Modification 2 

in July, 2011. The results of the Class I literature search and Class III inventory will be 

documented in a report to be submitted to the SHPO in July, 2011, with concurrence from 

SHPO expected in late July, 2011.  The report and documentation of the SHPO’s concurrence 

will be filed separately with the Commission upon receipt.  Based on the results of the Class III 

inventory, SWCA’s determination for Route Modification 1 and the four minor route 

variations is that, so long as noted avoidance and mitigation measures are followed, no eligible 

or potentially-eligible cultural, historic, or architectural sites will be adversely affected. 
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Cultural resource site S-AL-4-COLTCON is an active, yet eligible railroad near MP 0.4 that 

will be crossed by the Project route.  The railroad will be bored in such a way as to not have an 

adverse effect on its eligibility for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).   

There is always potential during construction to encounter previously unknown cultural resources or 

human remains. Rangeland Pipeline has developed an Unanticipated Discoveries Plan, which was 

reviewed and approved by the SHPO and will be implemented during Project construction (see 

Appendix A). Among other things, the Unanticipated Discoveries Plan includes mitigation measures 

that would minimize the potential impacts on unanticipated discoveries. For instance, Rangeland 

Pipeline would: 

 immediately stop work in the vicinity of an unanticipated discovery of cultural resources or 

human remains and notify appropriate personnel at the SHPO, North Dakota State Health 

Department (NDDH), and/or law enforcement; and 

 prohibit work in the vicinity of the unanticipated discovery until all appropriate contacts, 

consultations, evaluations, disposition, treatments, and authorizations have been obtained. 

 

iv. Areas that are Geologically Unstable 

No change. 

v. Areas where the Pipeline would be within Five Hundred Feet of a Residence, School, 

or Place of Business 

No schools, one place of business, and 11 occupied (not abandoned) residences were identified 

within the proposed corridor. Of these structures, no schools, one business, and four residences are 

within 500 feet of the proposed route. 

Schools 

No schools are within 500 feet of the proposed route or within the corridor.   

Business 
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Rangeland Pipeline is proposing to construct the proposed Project within 500 feet of one business: a 

feed lot which is located about 300 feet south of the proposed route in Section 5, Township 155 

North, Range 96 West. The feed lot is on the opposite side of 60th Street Northwest and would be 

buffered from construction by the road. Rangeland Pipeline obtained a waiver from the owner of 

this business in accordance with Chapter 69-06-08-02(2)(e) of the North Dakota Administrative 

Code. 

Residences 

Rangeland Pipeline is also proposing to construct its pipeline within 500 feet of four residences: 

 Residence 1: Located in Section 2, Township 155N, Range 98W, about 380 feet south of 

the proposed route on the opposite side of 60th Street Northwest; 

 Residence 2: Located in Section 1, Township 155N, Range 97W, about 340 feet south of 

the proposed route on the opposite side of 60th Street Northwest; 

 Residence 3: Located in Section 32, Township 156N, Range 96W, about 420 feet north of 

the proposed route; and 

 Residence 4: Located in Section 5, Township 155N, Range 95W, about 260 feet south of 

the proposed route. 

Rangeland Pipeline is proposing to keep the proposed pipeline adjacent and parallel to the existing 

Enbridge pipeline to the extent possible. Landowners along the route have generally expressed a 

preference for keeping the lines close together because doing so would minimize the total amount of 

land burdened by a pipeline easement, and pipeline easements limit a landowner’s full use of the land 

by restricting activities such as erecting structures and/or planting trees within the easement area. 

Rangeland Pipeline’s proposed route will avoid direct impacts to these residences. In each case 

where a residence is within 500 feet of the proposed pipeline route, Rangeland Pipeline obtained a 

waiver from Residences 2, 3, and 4, and continues to seek a waiver from the landowner of 

Residence 1 in accordance with Section 49-22-05.1 of the North Dakota Century Code and Chapter 

69-06-08-02(2)(e) of the North Dakota Administrative Code. 

vi. Reservoirs and Municipal Water Supplies 

No change. 
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vii. Water Sources for Organized Rural Water Districts 

No change. 

viii. Irrigated Land 

No change. 

ix. Areas of Recreational Significance that are not Designated as Exclusion Areas 

No change. 



 

Rangeland Pipeline, LLC 
Barr Engineering Co. 29 

COLT Connector Pipeline Project 
North Dakota Public Service Commission 

 

c. Selection Criteria 

Selection criteria are those environmental resources on which the Project must have an 

acceptable minimum amount of impact, as determined by the Commission. The impacts of 

the proposed Project, as modified, on selection criteria are expected to be both minimal 

and not materially different from those of the original proposed route. 

i. The impact upon Agriculture 

No change. 

ii. The impact upon: 

a. Noise Sensitive Land Uses 

No change. 

b. The Visual Effect on the Adjacent Area 

No change. 

c. Extractive and Storage Resources 

No change. 

d. Wetlands, Woodlands, and Wooded Area 

No change. 

e. Radio and Television Reception and other Communications or Electronic Control 

Facilities 

No change. 

f. Human Health and Safety 

No change. 

g. Animal Health and Safety 

No change. 
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h. Plant life 

No change. 

d. Policy Criteria 

Policy criteria are those factors positively affected by a project that may lead the Commission 

to give preference to an applicant. The route changes that are addressed in this 

supplemental filing have been made in order to address landowner requests while 

continuing to avoid exclusion and avoidance areas and minimize impacts to cultural and 

natural resources. 

i. Location and Design 

No change. 

ii. Training and Utilization of Available Labor in this State for the General and Specialized 

Skills Required 

No change. 

iii. Economies of Construction and Operation 

No change. 

iv. Use of Citizen Coordinating Committees 

No change. 

v. A commitment of a Portion of the Transmitted Product for Use in this State 

No change. 

vi. Labor Relations 

No change. 

vii. The Coordination of Facilities 

No change. 
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viii. Monitoring Impacts 

No change. 

ix. Utilization of Existing and Proposed Rights-of-Way and Corridors 

No change. 

x. Other Existing or Proposed Transmission Facilities 

No change. 

  e. Design and Construction Limitations 

No change.  

f. Economic Considerations 

No change. 

5. Mitigative Measures  
No change. 

6. List of Preparers 
No change.  

7. Maps 

 a. Criteria Maps 

Revised maps identifying the criteria along the proposed route modifications and minor 

route variations are included as Exhibits A through H, and have also been provided to 

the Commission in an electronic format as Portable Document Format (PDF) files. 

 b. Mylar Maps 

The following maps are included as exhibits in support of this supplemental filing: 
 

Exhibit A Project Overview Map 

Exhibit B Route Modification 1  

Exhibit C Route Modification 2  

Exhibit D Minor Route Variations 

Exhibit E Beaver Lodge Meter Station Site 
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Exhibit F Exclusion and Avoidance Area Maps 

Exhibit G Selection Criteria Maps (Land Use) 

Exhibit H Selection Criteria Maps (Other) 
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SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS 

APPLICATION FOR A 
ROUTE PERMIT 

Commission Case No. PU-10-637 
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Introduction 

The information required for the Route permit application is nearly the same as that required for the 

Certificate of Corridor Compatibility application, except the application for a Route Permit also 

requires a discussion of the factors listed in Sections 49-22-08.1(e) and (f) and 49-22-09 of the North 

Dakota Century Code. Therefore, to make this filing more user-friendly, nearly all the information 

required for the Route Permit application has been included in the Certificate of Corridor 

Compatibility application, with applicable section references to the Certificate application included 

in the Route Permit application.  The only information in the Route Permit application that is not 

included in the Certificate application is a discussion of factors listed in Sections 49-22-08.1(e) and 

(f) and 49-22-09 of the North Dakota Century Code. 

 



 

Rangeland Pipeline, LLC 
Barr Engineering Co. 35 

COLT Connector Pipeline Project 
North Dakota Public Service Commission 

 

 

Section A: Description of Transmission Facility 

1. Type 
No change. 

2. Product 
No change. 

3. Size and Design 
No change. 

4. Time Schedule 

a. Route Permit 

Rangeland Pipeline is seeking a Route Permit on or before September 1, 2011. 

b. Right-of-Way Acquisition Complete 

Rangeland Pipeline expects right-of-way acquisition to be complete before July 15, 2011. 

c. Construction Start Date 

Rangeland Pipeline is proposing to start construction in early September, 2011. 

d. Construction Complete 

Rangeland Pipeline is proposing to complete construction in late October to early 

November, 2011. 

e. Test Operations 

No change. 

f. In-Service Date 

No change. 
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Section B: Location 

1. Minimizing Environmental Impacts 
No change. 

2. Factors Listed in Section 49-22-09 of the North Dakota Century 
Code 

a. Available research and investigations relating to the effects of the 
location, construction, and operation of the proposed facility on public 
health and welfare, natural resources, and the environment. 

Please refer to Section B of the February, 2011 Application for a Certificate of Corridor 

Compatibility and Section B of the July, 2011 Supplemental Materials to the Application for a 

Certificate of Corridor Compatibility. 

b. The effects of new energy conversion and transmission technologies 
and systems designed to minimize adverse environmental effects. 

No change. 

c. The potential for beneficial uses of waste energy from a proposed 
energy conversion facility. 

No change. 

d. Adverse direct and indirect environmental effects which cannot be 
avoided should the proposed site or route be designated. 

Please refer to Section D of the February, 2011 Application for a Certificate of Corridor 

Compatibility and Section D of the July, 2011 Supplemental Materials to the Application for a 

Certificate of Corridor Compatibility. 

e. Alternatives to the proposed site, corridor, or route which are developed 
during the hearing process and which minimize adverse effects. 

No change. 

f. Irreversible and irretrievable commitments of natural resources should 
the proposed site, corridor, or route be designated. 

No change.  
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g. The direct and indirect economic impacts of the proposed facility. 

No change. 

h. Existing plans of the state, local government, and private entities for 
other developments at or in the vicinity of the proposed site, corridor, or 
route. 

No change.   

i. The effect of the proposed site or route on existing scenic areas, 
historic sites and structures, and paleontological or archaeological sites. 

Please refer to Sections B.1, D.2, and D.4 of the February, 2011 Application for a Certificate of 

Corridor Compatibility and Sections B.1, D.2 and D.4 of the July, 2011 Supplemental Materials 

to the Application for a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility. 

j. The effect of the proposed site or route on areas which are unique 
because of biological wealth or because they are habitats for rare and 
endangered species. 

Please refer to Sections B.2, B.3, D.2 and D.4 of the February, 2011 Application for a 

Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Sections B.2, B.3, D.2 and D.4 of the July, 2011 

Supplemental Materials to the Application for a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility. 

k. Problems raised by federal agencies, other state agencies, and local 
entities. 

No problems were raised by federal agencies, state agencies or local entities as a result of the 

proposed and surveyed route changes.  However, as a supplement to the agency correspondence 

discussed in the Consolidated Application, Rangeland Pipeline notes receipt of the following 

additional correspondence: 

In a letter dated March 8, 2011 (attached in Exhibit I, Supplemental Agency Correspondence), 

the USFWS responded to Rangeland Pipeline’s request for comments regarding the proposed 

Project.   

The USFWS made several construction-related comments.  They recommended that Rangeland 

Pipeline cease all work if a whooping crane is sighted within one mile of the proposed project 

area, and that the USFWS be contacted immediately.  Upon approval from USFWS, work may 

resume after the bird(s) leave the area.  The Sprague’s pipit is protected under the Migratory 

Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), and USFWS requested that Rangeland Pipeline document and report 

steps taken to avoid and minimize disturbance of its habitat, should it be present within the 
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proposed route.  USFWS also recommended avoiding all impacts to the Dakota skipper’s 

habitat, due to the difficulty of surveying.  To the extent practicable, the USFWS recommended 

scheduling construction for late summer or fall/early winter, so as not to disrupt migratory 

birds during their breeding season (February 1 – July 15).  The USFWS also recommended 

avoiding impacts to high value habitat including:  native prairie, stream channels, and 

wetlands. 

The USFWS comments have been addressed by performing the protected species habitat 

surveys referred to above and determining that no protected species occur within the proposed 

route or are likely to be harmed by the proposed Project.  In addition, construction is scheduled 

for late summer and fall, 2011, which will avoid impacts to migratory birds during the stated 

breeding season of February 1 to July 15. 

In a letter dated March 17, 2011 (see Exhibit I, Supplemental Agency Correspondence), the 

State Historical Society of North Dakota, State Historic Preservation Officer, informed SWCA, 

on behalf of Rangeland Pipeline, that the Project’s Unanticipated Discoveries Plan was 

acceptable.  A copy of the Unanticipated Discoveries Plan is provided in Appendix A. 

In a letter dated March 30, 2011 (see Exhibit I, Supplemental Agency Correspondence), the 

Project received a Project Authorization letter from the North Dakota Regulatory Office of the 

USACE, Omaha District, stating that the Project qualifies for NWP 12 authorization. 

3. Routing Criteria 
No change. 

4. Discussion of the Relative Value of Each Criteria 
Please refer to Section D.4 of the February, 2011 Application for a Certificate of Corridor 

Compatibility and Section D.4 of the July, 2011 Supplemental Materials to the Application for 

a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility. 

5. Criteria to be Evaluated 

a. Exclusion Areas 

Please refer to Section D.4.a of the February, 2011 Application for a Certificate of Corridor 

Compatibility and Section D.4.a of the July, 2011 Supplemental Materials to the Application 

for a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility. 
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b. Avoidance Areas 

Please refer to Section D.4.b of the February, 2011 Application for a Certificate of Corridor 

Compatibility and Section D.4.b of the July, 2011 Supplemental Materials to the Application 

for a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility. 

c. Selection Criteria 

No change.  

d. Policy Criteria 

No change. 

e. Design and Construction Limitations 

No change. 

f. Economic Considerations 

No change. 

6.   Mitigative Measures 
No change. 

7.  List of Preparers 
 No change. 

8.  Maps 

a. Proposed Route and New Associated Facilities 

Please refer to Section D.7 of the February, 2011 Application for a Certificate of Corridor 

Compatibility and Section D.7 of the July, 2011 Supplemental Materials to the Application for 

a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility. 

b. Mylar Maps 

Please refer to Section D.7.b of the February, 2011 Application for a Certificate of Corridor 

Compatibility and Section D.7.b of the July, 2011 Supplemental Materials to the Application 

for a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility. 
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c. Aerial Photographs 

Please refer to Section D.7.a of the February, 2011 Application for a Certificate of Corridor 

Compatibility and Section D.7.a of the July, 2011 Supplemental Materials to the Application 

for a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility. 

9.  Other Permits and Approvals 
No additional permits or approvals are necessary as a result of the proposed route changes.  

However, as an update to the permit and approval information provided in the Consolidated 

Application, Rangeland Pipeline notes that, in a letter dated March 30, 2011 (see Exhibit I, 

Supplemental Agency Correspondence), the Project received a Project Authorization letter 

from the North Dakota Regulatory Office of the USACE, Omaha District, stating that the 

project qualifies for NWP 12 authorization.  

10. Right-of-Way Preparation and Construction and Reclamation 
Procedures (as Required by Section 49-22-08.1(e) of the North 
Dakota Century Code)  

 No change.  

11. Discussion of the Manner in Which the Utility will Inform 
Affected Landowners of Easement Acquisition, and Necessary 
Easement Conditions and Restrictions (as Required by 
Section 49-22-08.1(f)(1) of the North Dakota Century Code)  

 No change. 

12. Discussion of the Manner in Which the Utility will Compensate 
Landowners for Easements, Without Reference to the Actual 
Consideration to be Paid (as Required by Section 49-22-
08.1(f)(2) of the North Dakota Century Code) 

 No change.  
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
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INTRODUCTION 

This Unanticipated Discovery Plan documents the procedures to be implemented in the event 

that cultural resources are inadvertently discovered during construction of the Rangeland 

Pipeline COLT Connector Pipeline in Williams County, North Dakota. Rangeland Pipeline, 

LLC (Rangeland Pipeline) proposes to construct an approximately 20.35-mile-long crude oil 

pipeline in Williams County, North Dakota. The proposed pipeline will be constructed within 

a 100-foot-wide temporary construction right-of-way (ROW) (hereafter, the project route), 

and a 30-foot-wide permanent ROW will be maintained after construction is complete. The 

project falls under the jurisdiction of the North Dakota Public Service Commission.  

A Class I and Class III cultural resource inventory was performed by SWCA Environmental 

Consultants for the COLT Connector Pipeline project, during which two cultural resources 

were identified (Smith 2011). One site (32WI961) has been left unevaluated regarding its 

National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) eligibility and will be avoided through route 

redesign. The second site (32WI1109) is recommended not eligible for the NRHP and no 

further work is required. Upon review, on January 27, 2010, the State Historical Society of 

North Dakota (SHSND) concurred with the findings of the report (NDSHPO Ref. 11-0446a). 

During their review, the SHSND recommended that an Unanticipated Discovery Plan for 

Cultural Resources be prepared for the project, as the potential for exposure of previously 

unidentified or buried cultural material within the project route during mechanical excavation 

exists.  

Significant historical or archaeological artifacts or sites located on lands under the jurisdiction 

of the State of North Dakota or its political subdivisions are protected under Section 55-02-07 

of the North Dakota Century Code (NDCC). Furthermore, NDCC Section 23-06-27 and North 

Dakota Administrative Code (NDAC) Section 40-02-03 provide special protection of human 

burial sites, human remains, and burial goods. In accordance with applicable North Dakota 

laws and regulations, this plan contains procedures for addressing cultural resource 

discoveries identified by construction personnel during construction of the COLT Connector 

Pipeline, including procedures for the initial treatment of discoveries, the evaluation and 

treatment of discoveries, and the treatment of human remains.  

TRAINING 

Training is necessary in order to recognize potential archaeological resources. The Rangeland 

Pipeline Construction Manager and construction supervisors will meet with Rangeland 

Pipeline representatives for basic training prior to participating in construction. This training 

will provide orientation regarding recognition of cultural resources as well as a general 

overview of the culture history of the region so that construction personnel are familiar with 

the types of archaeological resources that may be encountered during construction. The 

training will also outline the steps to be followed in the event of a significant archaeological 

discovery during construction (e.g., the discovery of human remains). The following items 

will be reviewed within the program: 

 definition of a discovery and examples of discoveries; 
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 steps towards discovery protection until such time as they can be properly evaluated 

by a qualified archaeologist; 

 proper notification of the appropriate Rangeland Pipeline personnel; 

 the necessity of reporting discoveries in a timely manner and complying with the other 

stipulations provided in this plan;  

 the need to treat any human skeletal remains that are encountered with dignity and 

respect; and 

 penalties for failure to report discoveries or to comply with the procedures outlined in 

this plan. 

DISCOVERY DEFINITION 

Archaeological discoveries consist of evidence of human activity that is more than 50 years 

old with potential to yield data pertinent to regional history and prehistory. Prehistoric 

discoveries include, but are not limited to, features (small hearth features, housepit features, 

storage features, etc.), artifact concentrations, and activity areas. Historic discoveries include, 

but are not limited to, features (historic hearths, trash deposits, structures, old canals, roads, 

etc.), artifact concentrations, and activity areas. Isolated historic artifacts or small 

concentrations of non-human bone will not be considered discoveries.  

PROCEDURES FOR ADDRESSING DISCOVERIES IDENTIFIED BY 

CONSTRUCTION PERSONNEL 

The following procedures will be initiated in the event unanticipated cultural resources are 

discovered. When a discovery is encountered, the construction activity that resulted in the 

exposure of the discovery will be immediately halted and the construction manager will be 

notified. In turn the construction manager will notify the Rangeland Pipeline project manager.  

Rangeland Pipeline’s Construction Manager will order construction contractors to suspend 

ground-disturbing activities adjacent to discovery. Cessation of ground-disturbing activity 

will encompass a sufficient area to protect the discovery and provide a buffer zone for 

adequate and safe investigation of the discovery and any associated features or artifacts. A 

recommended guideline for the buffer zone is at least 100 feet (30 meters [m]) around the 

discovery, but its size can be adjusted to protect the discovery adequately without unnecessary 

hindrance to construction. Visual barriers such as temporary fencing will be placed around the 

discovery area to protect it from further disturbance. Vehicle traffic within the vicinity may 

need to be limited or halted until the discovery is inspected.  

Rangeland Pipeline’s responsible party will then notify and consult an archaeologist qualified 

under NDAC Section 40-02-02 to review the discovery. In the event a qualified archaeologist 

is not immediately available, photographs of the discovery may be transmitted to the 

archaeologist for review, at which time the archaeologist will determine if a field visit is 

needed. During the review phase, suspension of all work and vehicle traffic in the buffered 

area is required. If the archaeologist determines that the discovery is non-cultural, Rangeland 

Pipeline will be notified and the halted construction activity can resume. 
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If the discovery is deemed cultural and a field visit is required, the archaeologist will be 

scheduled for an on-site visit as soon as possible. In the meantime, Rangeland Pipeline’s 

responsible party will notify the construction manager to suspend work within the buffered 

discovery area until the field visit by the archaeologist occurs. During the field visit, the 

archaeologist will determine whether the discovery is potentially significant.  

TREATMENT OF DISCOVERIES BY ARCHAEOLOGICAL PERSONNEL 

When a discovery is reviewed by an archaeologist, the discovery will be fully recorded 

according to approved standards. The initial treatment of any discovery will consist of 

recording the location of the discovery; recording summary data concerning feature(s) 

(including dimensions, qualitative characteristics, and associated material); photographing the 

discovery and the overall context of the exposed material; and profiling trench walls 

containing cultural features or strata (where safe and prudent). The feature(s) will then be 

excavated and a sample or all feature fill will be collected for laboratory analysis including 

pollen studies, flotation, and carbon dating as appropriate. Feature plans and profiles will be 

drawn. Features will be photographed. Uncollected feature fill will be screened using 0.25-

inch mesh. If necessary, additional horizontal exposure of sediments/deposits around the 

feature may be investigated to evaluate the feature context. 

When appropriate, the location around the discovered cultural material will be tested to 

determine the extent of the cultural material. Testing may include excavation of controlled 

units over and around the feature area or placement of test units and/or augur probes. Testing 

will be designed to identify the nature and extent of the discovery and any associated activity 

area(s) or other features, if present. 

AGENCY NOTIFICATION AND REPORTING 

If the discovery is deemed potentially significant, Rangeland Pipeline and the archaeologist 

will consult and coordinate with the SHSND to propose procedures for further treatment of 

the discovery, while minimizing impacts to the construction schedule to the extent possible. 

Suspended construction activities in the discovery area may not proceed until approval has 

been obtained from the SHSND and other involved agencies and parties. 

A report detailing all cultural resources identified, recorded, tested, and/or excavated during 

the construction phase of the COLT Connector Pipeline project, regardless of significance, 

will be prepared by the archaeologist and submitted to the SHSND for review within six 

months of project completion.  

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR DISCOVERIES OF HUMAN REMAINS 

Should human remains be encountered during construction of the COLT Connector Pipeline, 

per the protocol outlined above, all work will be immediately halted at the general location of 

the discovery. This location will be immediately secured, including a buffer zone of 100 feet 

(30 m) surrounding the discovery. Construction personnel and vehicles will promptly vacate 

the buffer zone. Vehicle traffic within the buffer zone will be limited to that necessary to 

remove vehicles and equipment from the buffer zone. Care will be taken to prevent any 
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disturbance of the potential human remains during removal of vehicles and equipment. Until 

appropriate consultation has occurred, the discovery shall remain protected from any 

disturbance through temporary fencing and/or temporary covering, such that no remains or 

associated artifacts are touched, moved, or collected. 

Following notification of the construction manager and Rangeland Pipeline project manager, 

Rangeland Pipeline will immediately notify local law enforcement, the county coroner, and 

the SHSND. Contact information for relevant parties is listed in Table 1.  

Table 1. Contact Information. 

Contact/Agency Phone Address 

County Sherriff’s Office (Scott Busching), 

Williams County, North Dakota  
701-577-7700 223 East Broadway, Suite 301  

Williston, North Dakota 58801 

Coroner (Franklin McCoy, Jr.), Williams 

County, North Dakota 
701-774-7400 Mercy Medical Center 

1301 15
th
 Avenue West  

Williston, North Dakota 58801 

Chief Archaeologist (Paul Picha), 

Archaeology and Historic Preservation 

Division, North Dakota State Historical 

Society 

701-328-3574 North Dakota State Historical Society  
612 East Boulevard Ave. 

Bismarck, North Dakota 58505 

 

The coroner and local law enforcement will make the official ruling on the nature of the 

remains, being either forensic or archaeological. The subsequent treatment of the discovery, 

including custody of the remains, will follow guidelines set forth in the NDCC Chapter 23-06 

and NDAC Section 40-02-03, as follows.   

 If the remains are deemed forensic (non-archaeological), the county coroner will retain 

custody of the remains and determine the plan of action. 

 If the remains are deemed to be archaeological (historic or prehistoric) in nature, 

within 24 hours of notification, the SHSND will send a staff member to evaluate the 

remains and determine the race and age of the remains, if possible. The subsequent 

plan of action will depend on the race of the burial.  

o If human remains are determined to be non-Native American, the SHSND will 

retain custody of the burial and, following consultation with appropriate 

parties, determine a plan of action. 

o If the human remains are determined to be Native American or of unknown 

race, the remains will be left in place and protected from any form of 

disturbance by placing temporary fencing and/or temporary covering until a 

plan for their protection or removal can be generated. The SHSND will contact 

and consult with the North Dakota Intertribal Reinterment Committee to 

determine the subsequent plan of action. 
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