
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Meadowlark Wind I, LLC
New Frontier Wind Energy Project - McHenry County
Siting Application

Case No. PU-11-69

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE BY REGULAR AND ELECTRONIC MAIL

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

COUNTY OF BURLEIGH

Geralyn R. Schmaltz deposes and says that:

she is over the age of 18 years and not a party to this action and, on the 17th day of
December 2018, she deposited in the United States Mail, Bismarck, North Dakota, 4
envelopes by first class mail, fully prepaid, securely sealed each containing a photocopy
of:

• Order

The envelopes were addressed as follows:

See attached list

Geralyn R. Schmaltz further deposes and says that on the 17th day of December 2018,
she sent an electronic message to 42 addressees, each including an electronic copy in
portable document format of the same document.

The electronic mails were addressed as follows:

See attached list

The addresses shown are the respective addressee's last reasonably ascertainable post
office and electronic mail addresses.

7
Subscribed and sworn to before me

this 17th day of December 2018,. .

Notarv Public
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Federal Aviation Administration

Bismarck Airports District Office, BIS-j
Bismarck NO 58504

County Auditor
McHenry County

407 S Main

Towner NO 58788

City of Voltaire
Mayor

Voltaire NO 58792

County Commissioners
McHenry County

407 S Main

Towner NO 58788



ndaero@nd.gov
Gaye Niemiller
Aeronautics Commission

PO Box 5020

Bismarck ND 58502-5020

masagsve@nd.gov
Matt Sagsveen
Attorney General's Office

dhseo@nd.gov

Department of Human Services

energyimpact@nd.gov

Energy Infrastructure and Impact Office

ppicha@nd.gov
Paul Picha

Historical Society

sjdavis@nd.gov
Scott Davis

Indian Affairs Commission

State Capitol - 1st Floor J Wing INSIDE
Bismarck ND 58505

gheiser@nd.gov
Gerald Heiser

N D Water Commission

900 E Boulevard

Bismarck ND 58505

ndascd@lincolnoakes.com

ND Assoc of Soil Conservation Dist

3310 University Drive
Bismarck ND 58504-7564

mdockter@nd.gov
Monte Dockter

ND Department of Transportation

State Highway Building
Bismarck ND 58505

caboyd@nd.gov
Clint Boyd
ND Geological Survey

goehring@nd.gov
Doug Goehring
Agriculture Department

State Capitol
Bismarck ND 58505

todd.j.lindguist@usace.army.mil
Todd Lindguist
Corp of Engineers

PO Box 527

Riverdale ND 58565-0527

cte@nd.gov

Dept of Career and Technical Education

State Capitol
Bismarck ND 58505

governor@nd.gov
Doug Burgum
Governor's Office

State Capitol
Bismarck ND 58505

sguinnell@nd.gov
Susan Quinnell
Historical Society

j jhuibregtse@nd.gov
Jared Huibregste
N D Water Commission

900 E Boulevard

Bismarck ND 58505

j ay.fuhrer@nd.usda.gov
Jay Fuhrer
NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION SVC

PO BOX 1458

BISMARCK ND 58502-1458

ksonsalla@nd.gov
Kevin Sonsalla

ND Department of Commerce

tsteinwa@nd.gov
Terry Steinwand
ND GAME & FISH DEPT

INSIDE MAIL

emurphy@nd.gov
MR ED MURPHY

ND GEOLOGICAL SURVEY



mkommer0nd.gov
Michelle Kommer

ND Job Service

P.O. Box 5507 INSIDE MAIL

Bismarck ND 58506-5507

mhumannOnd.gov
Mike Humann

ND Land Department

ndicinfo0nd.gov

North Dakota Industrial Commission

TyIerHamman0Iignite.com
Tyler Hamman
North Dakota Transmission Authority

gerbele0nd.gov
Garland Eberle

State Engineer

ND Water Commission

krockema0nd.gov
Karl Rockeman

State Health Department

craigjohnson0nd.gov
Craig A. Johnson
State Representative

8080 17th Avenue NW

Maxbass ND 58760-9769

svedaa0nd.gov
Shawn Vedaa

State Senator

PC Box 550

Velva ND 58790-0550

sschwenke0fs.fed.us

Sherri Schwenke

U S Forest Service

240 W Century Ave
Bismarck ND 5850I-I494

cenwo-de0usace.army.mil
District Engineer
US Army Engineer District Cmaha

I6I6 Capitol Ave
Cmaha NE 68102

laborOnd.gov

ND Labor Department

j j kringstadOndpipelines.com

ND Pipeline Authority

melissabaker0nd.gov
Melissa Baker

North Dakota Parks & Rec

1600 E Century Ave, Ste. 3 INSIDE MAIL
Bismarck ND 58503-0649

thomas.claeys0ndsu.edu
Thomas Claeys
NSDU North Dakota State Forest Service

dglatt0nd.gov
Dave Glatt

State Health Department

pwax0nd.gov
Peter Wax

State Health Department

dickanderson0nd.gov
Dick Anderson

State Representative

II87 77th Street NE

Willow City ND 58384

wendy ross0nps.gov
Wendy Ross
Theodore Roosevelt Nat'I Park

PC Box 7

Medora ND 58645

gjwiche0usgs.gov
District Chief

U S Geological Survey

821 E Interstate Ave

Bismarck ND 58501

managementauthority0fws.gov

US Fish & Wildlife Service

3425 Miriam Ave

Bismarck ND 58501



STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Meadowlark Wind I, LLC Case No. PU-11-69
New Frontier Wind Energy Project-McHenry County
Siting Application

ORDER

December 13, 2018

On April 25, 2012, the Public Service Commission (Commission) issued its
Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order (Order) granting Certificate of Site
Compatibility 29 (Certificate) to Meadowlark Wind I LLC (Meadowlark) for the New
Frontier Wind Energy Project, located in McHenry County, North Dakota.

On May 10, 2017, The Commission issued an Order of Continuing Suitability for
Certificate No. 29 (Order of Continuing Suitability).

On November 2, 2018, Meadowlark Wind, LLC (Meadowlark) filed a request for
setback determination and variance.

On November 6, 2018, Meadowlark filed additional support for its request for the
setback determination and requested that the Commission amend its May 10, 2017 Order
of Continuing Suitability.

On November 8, 2018, the Commission issued a Notice of Intent to Amend Order
and Notice of Opportunity for Hearing. The issues to be considered were identified as:

1. Whether the Commission has the authority to grant a variance to the turbine
setback area and, if so, should one be granted for the placement of T26.

2. Whether T6 complies with the Order of Continuing Suitability.

3. Whether Meadowlark's proposed amendments to the Order of Continuing
Suitability will continue to produce minimal adverse effects on the environment
and upon the welfare of the citizens of North Dakota.

4. Whether Meadowlark's proposed amendments will continue to be compatible
with the environmental preservation and the efficient use of resources, and

5. Whether Meadowlark's proposed amendments will continue to minimize
adverse human and environmental impact while ensuring continuing system
reliability and integrity and ensuring that the energy needs are met and fulfilled
in an orderly and timely fashion.
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On November 15, 2018, the Commission held an Informal Hearing to discuss the
request in the Commission Hearing Room, 12^^ Floor, State Capital, Bismarck, North
Dakota.

Discussion

Meadowlark is a foreign corporation with a principal office located at STE 1200
10423, 101 St. NW Edmonton, AB T5H 0E9. Meadowlark's registered agent is C T
Corporation System, 120 W Sweet Ave, Bismarck, ND 58504-5566.

The Order of Continuing Suitability provided, among other things, that Meadowlark
site turbines at least 1,400 feet from currently occupied residences and that Meadowlark
comply with the siting criteria set forth in the version of Section 69-06-08-01 of the North
Dakota Administrative Code in effect May 10, 2017.

Turbines T26 and T32 were constructed within one and one-tenth times the height
of the turbine from an interstate or state roadway right-of-way. T26 was constructed 10.7
feet into the setback. T32 was constructed approximately 103 feet into the setback.

Turbine T6 was constructed within one and one-tenth times the height of the
turbine from a one hundred fifteen kilovolt or higher transmission line.

Turbines T24 and T8 were constructed within 1,400 feet from two occupied
residences. T24 was constructed approximately 5 feet into the setback and T8 was
constructed approximately 35 feet into the setback.

In Meadowlark's Request for Setback Determination, Meadowlark requested a
variance for the placement of T26 and a clarification of compliance for T6. In its request
to amend, Meadowlark requested that two provisions of the Order of Continuing Suitability
be amended: (1) that the voluntary setback commitment in Order Paragraph 4.b be
amended to allow turbines T6 and T26 to remain in the location constructed; and (2) that
the voluntary setback commitment in Order Paragraph 4.c be amended to allow home
owners to waive the 1,400 foot setback from occupied residences.

At the informal hearing, Meadowlark withdrew its request for a variance.
Meadowlark presented testimony and exhibits to support its request to amend the Order
of Continuing Suitability, including evidence that granting the motion will avoid
environmental and landowner impacts. Meadowlark also presented evidence that the
current locations of the turbines would not adversely impact public safety.

Meadowlark provided waivers demonstrating landowner agreement to the
placement of turbines T8 and T24 within a 1,400 foot setback from currently occupied
residences. Meadowlark also submitted a letters from the landowners supporting the
current placement of turbines T6 and T26 and expressing concern of additional impacts



to their properties if Meadowlark is required to move T6 and T26. Meadowlark also
confirmed that it is in the process of moving T32.

During the informal hearing, Staff acknowledged that a 1,400 foot setback from
inhabited residences is a guideline and that there have been other wind turbines sited
within the 1,400 foot guidelines.

Based upon the facts presented, Meadowlark's proposed amendments to the
Order of Continuing Suitability will continue to produce minimal adverse effects on the
environment and upon the welfare of the citizens of North Dakota; Meadowlark's
proposed amendments will continue to be compatible with the environmental preservation
and the efficient use of resources; and Meadowlark's proposed amendments will continue
to minimize adverse human and environmental impact while ensuring continuing system
reliability and integrity and ensuring that the energy needs are met and fulfilled in an
orderly and timely fashion.

Therefore, the Commission makes the following:

Order

The Commission's May 10, 2017 Order of Continuing Suitability, ordering
paragraph 4 is modified as follows:

4. Meadowlark shall comply with the following requirements:

a. Meadowlark shall construct no more than 49 turbines and no more than 102

MW within the designated site.

b. Meadowlark shall comply with the siting criteria set forth in the version of
Section 69-06-08-01 of the North Dakota Administrative Code in effect as of

May 10, 2017, subject to the following: (1) T26 may be located 530 feet from
the State Highway right-of-way 41 measured from the center of the base of the
turbine tower upon execution of a written agreement with the North Dakota
Department of Transportation; and (2) T6 may be located 526 feet from the
Great River Energy transmission line measured from the center of the base of
the turbine tower upon execution of a written agreement with Great River
Energy. Copies of the executed agreements must be provided to the
Commission.

c. Meadowlark shall site turbines 1,400 feet from occupied residences, unless
Meadowlark obtains and provides to the Commission a signed waiver from
each owner of an occupied residence.

d. Meadowlark shall site Project turbines so as to meet a shadow flicker goal of
30 hours per year or less at each currently occupied residence, considering



site-specific conditions, unless a written acknowledgment is obtained from the
landowner.

e. Meadowlark shall use commercially reasonable efforts to install an aircraft
detection and lighting system or other suitable lighting technology on the
Project by December 31,2019 or upon commencement of operation, whichever
is later.

f. Meadowlark has executed and shall comply with the March 10, 2017
Certification Relating to Order Provisions - Wind Energy Conversion Facility,
with the accompanying Tree and Shrub Mitigation Specifications.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Brian Kroshus

Commissioner

y Christmann
Chairman

-edorchak

Commissioner




