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September 19, 2011 
 
Mr. Jim Hopfauf 
Chair 
Morton County Soil Conservation District 
2540 Overlook Lane  
Mandan, ND 58554 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Oliver III Wind Energy Center in Morton County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Hopfauf: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a Tetra 
Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a Certificate 
of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, we are 
conducting an investigation of property in Morton County, southeast of Center, North Dakota as a potential 
location for the proposed Oliver III Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 48 
megawatts (MW). The proposed project area is shown in the attached figure is the primary focus of our 
investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the Morton County Soil Conservation District for assistance in identifying concerns or issues 
within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the 
land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

Morton 
140N 

82W 7, 18, 19, 30 

83W 1-29, 35 

84W 1, 2, 11, 12, 13 

141N 83W 32-36 

 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 21, 2011. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 19, 2011 
 
Mr. Larry Taborsky 
Director 
North Dakota Aeronautics Commission 
P. O. Box 5020 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58502-5020  
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Oliver III Wind Energy Center in Morton County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Taborsky: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Morton County, southeast of Center, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Oliver III Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 
48 megawatts (MW). The proposed project area is shown in the attached figure is the primary focus of our 
investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Aeronautics Commission for assistance in identifying concerns or issues 
within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the 
land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

Morton 
140N 

82W 7, 18, 19, 30 

83W 1-29, 35 

84W 1, 2, 11, 12, 13 

141N 83W 32-36 

 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 21, 2011. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 19, 2011 
 
Mr. Doug Goehring 
Agriculture Commissioner 
North Dakota Department of Agriculture 
600 East Boulevard Avenue, Department 602 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0020 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Oliver III Wind Energy Center in Morton County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Goehring: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Morton County, southeast of Center, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Oliver III Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 
48 megawatts (MW). The proposed project area is shown in the attached figure is the primary focus of our 
investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Department of Agriculture for assistance in identifying concerns or issues 
within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the 
land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

Morton 
140N 

82W 7, 18, 19, 30 

83W 1-29, 35 

84W 1, 2, 11, 12, 13 

141N 83W 32-36 

 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 21, 2011. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 19, 2011 
 
Dr. Terry Dwelle, M.D., M.P.H.T.M. 
State Health Officer 
North Dakota Department of Health 
600 East Boulevard Avenue 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0200 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Oliver III Wind Energy Center in Morton County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Dr. Dwelle: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Morton County, southeast of Center, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Oliver III Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 
48 megawatts (MW). The proposed project area is shown in the attached figure is the primary focus of our 
investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Department of Health for assistance in identifying concerns or issues 
within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the 
land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

Morton 
140N 

82W 7, 18, 19, 30 

83W 1-29, 35 

84W 1, 2, 11, 12, 13 

141N 83W 32-36 

 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 21, 2011. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 19, 2011 
 
Mr. Kevin Levi 
District Engineer 
North Dakota Department of Transportation, Bismarck District 
218 South Airport Road 
Bismarck, ND 58504-6003 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Oliver III Wind Energy Center in Morton County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Levi: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Morton County, southeast of Center, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Oliver III Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 
48 megawatts (MW). The proposed project area is shown in the attached figure is the primary focus of our 
investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Department of Transportation for assistance in identifying concerns or 
issues within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of 
the land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

Morton 
140N 

82W 7, 18, 19, 30 

83W 1-29, 35 

84W 1, 2, 11, 12, 13 

141N 83W 32-36 

 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 21, 2011. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 19, 2011 
 
Mr. Gary D. Preszler 
Commissioner 
North Dakota State Land Department 
P. O. Box 5523 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58506-5523 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Oliver III Wind Energy Center in Morton County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Preszler: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Morton County, southeast of Center, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Oliver III Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 
48 megawatts (MW). The proposed project area is shown in the attached figure is the primary focus of our 
investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota State Land Department for assistance in identifying concerns or issues 
within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the 
land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

Morton 
140N 

82W 7, 18, 19, 30 

83W 1-29, 35 

84W 1, 2, 11, 12, 13 

141N 83W 32-36 

 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 21, 2011. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 19, 2011 
 
Mr. Todd Sando 
State Engineer 
North Dakota State Water Commission 
900 East Boulevard, Dept. 770 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0850 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Oliver III Wind Energy Center in Morton County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Sando: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Morton County, southeast of Center, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Oliver III Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 
48 megawatts (MW). The proposed project area is shown in the attached figure is the primary focus of our 
investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota State Water Commission for assistance in identifying concerns or issues 
within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the 
land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

Morton 
140N 

82W 7, 18, 19, 30 

83W 1-29, 35 

84W 1, 2, 11, 12, 13 

141N 83W 32-36 

 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 21, 2011. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 19, 2011 
 
Mr. Terry Steinwand 
Director 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department 
100 N. Bismarck Expressway 
Bismarck, ND 58501-5095 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Oliver III Wind Energy Center in Morton County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Steinwand: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Morton County, southeast of Center, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Oliver III Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 
48 megawatts (MW). The proposed project area is shown in the attached figure is the primary focus of our 
investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Game and Fish Department for assistance in identifying concerns or 
issues within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of 
the land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

Morton 
140N 

82W 7, 18, 19, 30 

83W 1-29, 35 

84W 1, 2, 11, 12, 13 

141N 83W 32-36 

 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
State Historical Society of North Dakota.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 21, 2011. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 19, 2011 
 
Mr. Edward C. Murphy 
State Geologist 
North Dakota Geological Survey 
1016 East Calgary Ave 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58503 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Oliver III Wind Energy Center in Morton County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Murphy: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Morton County, southeast of Center, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Oliver III Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 
48 megawatts (MW). The proposed project area is shown in the attached figure is the primary focus of our 
investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Geological Survey for assistance in identifying concerns or issues within 
the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the land, as 
well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

Morton 
140N 

82W 7, 18, 19, 30 

83W 1-29, 35 

84W 1, 2, 11, 12, 13 

141N 83W 32-36 

 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 21, 2011. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 19, 2011 
 
Mr. Scott Davis 
Executive Director 
North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission 
600 East Boulevard Avenue, 1st Floor – Judicial Wing, Room #117 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Oliver III Wind Energy Center in Morton County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Davis: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Morton County, southeast of Center, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Oliver III Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 
48 megawatts (MW). The proposed project area is shown in the attached figure is the primary focus of our 
investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission for assistance in identifying concerns or issues 
within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the 
land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

Morton 
140N 

82W 7, 18, 19, 30 

83W 1-29, 35 

84W 1, 2, 11, 12, 13 

141N 83W 32-36 

 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by Ocotber 21, 2011. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 19, 2011 
 
Mr. Mark Zimmerman 
Director 
North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department 
1600 E. Century Ave, Suite 3 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58503 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Oliver III Wind Energy Center in Morton County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Zimmerman: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Morton County, southeast of Center, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Oliver III Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 
48 megawatts (MW). The proposed project area is shown in the attached figure is the primary focus of our 
investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department for assistance in identifying concerns 
or issues within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use 
of the land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

Morton 
140N 

82W 7, 18, 19, 30 

83W 1-29, 35 

84W 1, 2, 11, 12, 13 

141N 83W 32-36 

 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 21, 2011. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 19, 2011 
 
Merlan E. Paaverud, Jr. 
Director 
State Historical Society of North Dakota 
612 East Boulevard Avenue 
Bismarck, ND  58505 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Oliver III Wind Energy Center in Morton County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Paaverud: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a Tetra 
Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a Certificate 
of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, we are 
conducting an investigation of property in Morton County, southeast of Center, North Dakota as a potential 
location for the proposed Oliver III Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 48 
megawatts (MW). The proposed project area is shown in the attached figure is the primary focus of our 
investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the State Historical Society of North Dakota for assistance in identifying concerns or issues 
within the boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the 
land, as well as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

Morton 
140N 

82W 7, 18, 19, 30 

83W 1-29, 35 

84W 1, 2, 11, 12, 13 

141N 83W 32-36 

 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We would appreciate a response by October 21, 2011. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 19, 2011 
 
Mr. Daniel Cimarosti 
Regulatory Program Manager 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Omaha District, North Dakota Regulatory Office 
1513 South 12th Street 
Bismarck, ND 58504 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Oliver III Wind Energy Center in Morton County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Cimarosti: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a Tetra 
Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a Certificate 
of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, we are 
conducting an investigation of property in Morton County, southeast of Center, North Dakota as a potential 
location for the proposed Oliver III Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 48 
megawatts (MW). The proposed project area is shown in the attached figure is the primary focus of our 
investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for assistance in identifying concerns or issues within the 
boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the land, as well 
as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

Morton 
140N 

82W 7, 18, 19, 30 

83W 1-29, 35 

84W 1, 2, 11, 12, 13 

141N 83W 32-36 

 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the State Historical Society of 
North Dakota, and North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
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We realize that the current nationwide permits expire on March 18, 2012, and that there is a new 
nationwide permit for land-based renewable energy that will likely require pre-construction notification for 
any impacts. As proposed, NWP A would authorize up to 1/2 acre of impacts, including the loss of no 
more than 300 linear feet of stream bed (unless for ephemeral and intermittent stream beds the Corps 
waives the 300 linear foot limit by making a written determination concluding that the discharge will result 
in minimal adverse effects). Any additional information regarding NWP A that you can provide would be 
very helpful. 
 
We would appreciate a response by October 21, 2011. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 



 

 

September 19, 2011 
 
Mr. Terry Ellsworth 
USFWS North Dakota Field Office 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501-7926 
 
RE: Application to North Dakota Public Services Commission for Certificate of Site 

Compatibility for Oliver III Wind Energy Center in Morton County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Ellsworth: 
 
Tetra Tech has been contracted by NextEra Energy Resources, LLC to prepare an application for a 
Certificate of Site Compatibility, in accordance with Section 49-22-07 NDCC. As part of that application, 
we are conducting an investigation of property in Morton County, southeast of Center, North Dakota as a 
potential location for the proposed Oliver III Wind Energy Center. This proposed project would consist of 
48 megawatts (MW). The proposed project area is shown in the attached figure is the primary focus of our 
investigation.  
 
Per Section 69-06-01-05 of the North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC)’s administrative rules, we 
are consulting the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for assistance in identifying concerns or issues within the 
boundaries of the tracts listed below that would influence a decision regarding the use of the land, as well 
as applicable permits that may be required from your office.  
 
The wind energy center would include portions of the following tracts: 
 

County Township Range Sections 

Morton 
140N 

82W 7, 18, 19, 30 

83W 1-29, 35 

84W 1, 2, 11, 12, 13 

141N 83W 32-36 
 
This information will be used as an initial step to help guide project development in a manner that identifies 
and avoids impacts to sensitive resources where practicable. We have sent similar query letters to other 
agencies including, but not limited to, the US Army Corps of Engineers, the State Historical Society of 
North Dakota, and North Dakota Game and Fish Department.   
 
We have already been in communication with the USFWS Habitat and Population Evaluation Team 
(HAPET) to identify waterfowl production areas (WPAs) and grassland, wetland, and conservation 
easements within the Project boundary; none were identified. 
 
Various biological surveys have been completed in or near this Project Area (see Appendix 1).   
 
Those studies include the following: 
 

• Spring and Fall Avian Surveys 
• Native Prairie Survey  
• Whooping Crane Likelihood Assessment 
• Bat Likelihood Assessment 
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We would appreciate a response by October 21, 2011. Please contact me at (512) 338-1667 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Anne-Marie Griger, AICP 
Tetra Tech, EC Inc 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 253 East 
Austin, Texas 78757 
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Appendix 1: Summary of Surveys Conducted to Date  

 
The avian and native prairie surveys described below were conducted for a larger area in Morton and 
Oliver counties that encompasses the Oliver III Wind Energy Center; a separate analysis for just the Oliver 
III Project Area was completed for the whooping crane and bat likelihood of occurrence studies. 
 
2008 Spring Avian Surveys 
 
NextEra Energy Resources contracted Tetra Tech to conduct spring avian surveys for the Oliver 
Expansion Project in Oliver and Morton Counties, North Dakota. The following summarizes results for 
fixed-point bird use surveys, raptor nest surveys, and grouse lek surveys.  
 
The objective of the fixed-point bird use surveys was to estimate the seasonal, spatial, and temporal use 
of the Project Area by birds. Fixed-point surveys were conducted from March 28 to June 11, 2008 at 36 
locations established throughout the Project Area. A total of 432 20-minute fixed-point surveys were 
completed and 68 bird species were identified. 
 
Songbirds had the highest mean use out of all species groups observed. The most commonly observed 
species, the western meadowlark, redwinged blackbird, ring-necked pheasant, and horned lark are all 
widespread species and have relatively stable populations. Thus, local mortality is not expected to have 
population-level consequences for the most commonly observed species. Red-tailed hawks and northern 
harriers were the most commonly observed raptors in the Project Area, however, these species were not 
regularly encountered and were observed only in 5.8 percent and 6.3 percent, of all surveys, respectively. 
Red-tailed hawks have a propensity to fly within the rotor swept area (RSA) and, as a result, are at risk of 
being killed by turbines. However, red-tailed hawks are widespread throughout North America, and 
populations appear to be relatively stable and mortalities are not anticipated to have population-level 
impacts. Northern harriers have a propensity to fly low to the ground and below the RSA. Northern harriers 
are also widespread and relatively stable; therefore, this species is not expected to experience population-
level impacts. 
 
There were no federally listed species observed during the Spring 2008 point count surveys. North Dakota 
does not have a state list of threatened and endangered species; however, it lists 100 Species of 
Conservation Priority. These species are ranked in three priority levels based on such factors as known 
status, funding availability, and presence of breeding habitat within North Dakota. There were thirteen of 
these species observed during the point count surveys. 
 
During the early spring, biologists identified 28 nests while trees were still without leaves. Biologists 
revisited all nests at the end of the spring survey during the raptor nesting period. Fourteen of the 28 nests 
were active. Red-tailed hawks were the most common nesting species, accounting for seven of the active 
nests. Greathorned owls occupied five nests and Swainson’s hawks occupied the remaining two nests. 
Nests were most commonly located in central portion of the Project Area. 
 
During grouse lek surveys, biologists documented 15 sharp-tailed grouse leks. All leks were located 
throughout the Project Area. Biologists encountered 125 individuals during the first round of surveys. 
During the second round of surveys, two of the leks observed in the first survey were inactive. All the other 
leks remained active during the duration of the surveys. 
 
2008 Fall Avian Surveys 
NextEra Energy Resources contracted Tetra Tech to conduct fall avian surveys for the Oliver Expansion 
Project in Oliver and Morton Counties, North Dakota. The following summarizes results for fixed-point bird 
use surveys. 
 
Weekly surveys were performed at the Oliver Expansion Project Area between August 14 and November 
4, 2008, which included the late-summer through mid-fall seasons. Fixed point count surveys (800-meter 
[m] radius) were conducted at the same 36 points as the 2008 spring avian surveys. Mean use for non-
raptors very similar in the spring as in the fall; in contrast, mean use for raptors was nearly twice as high in 
the fall as it was in the spring. Songbirds had the highest mean use out of all species groups observed. 
The most commonly observed species were the European starling, Brewer’s blackbird, and horned lark. 
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Red-tailed hawks were the most commonly observed raptor in the Project Area. There were no federally 
listed species observed during the fall 2008 point count surveys in the Project Area. A total of four sandhill 
crane surveys were conducted at weekly intervals from October 16 to November 6, 2004 within the Project 
Area. There were no sandhill or whooping cranes observed during these surveys. 
 
Native Prairie Surveys 
NextEra Energy contracted Tetra Tech EC, Inc. (Tetra Tech) to conduct a survey for native prairie and to 
evaluate the potential presence of Dakota skipper (Hesperia dacotae) habitat. A field biologist conducted 
ground surveys in 2008 and for an expanded project area in 2009. The habitat types typically found within 
the Project Area are agricultural croplands and grasslands (including native prairie and tame grasslands). 
The field biologist classified 60,645 acres (34% of the total Project Area) as native prairie and 1,741 acres 
(1% of the total Project Area) as tame grasslands; the remaining acreage consists primarily of agricultural 
croplands. The Dakota skipper, a species of butterfly which is currently classified as a federal candidate 
species, may occur within the Project Area. The field biologist classified 15,162 acres of native prairie 
within the Project Area as excellent and 32,463 acres as good Dakota skipper habitat. This is 
approximately 76% of the total grassland habitat identified by the biologist.  
 
Whooping Crane Likelihood Assessment 
NextEra Energy contracted Tetra Tech to conduct a desktop likelihood assessment for the Oliver III 
Project Area. This included the Oliver III Project Area, as well as a larger area. The analysis is based on 
three factors: (1) the location of the Project in the crane migration corridor; (2) the attractiveness of the 
landscape; and (3) historical observations of whooping cranes. The likelihood of whooping cranes 
occurring in the Oliver III Project Area is low, despite the Project Area’s position in the central portion of 
the whooping crane migration corridor. The major factor that contributed to this assessment was the lower 
proportion of suitable wetland habitat within the Project Area than the surrounding area. There were no 
recorded observations of whooping cranes within the Project Area. Three historical observations of 
whooping cranes have occurred within 10 miles of the Project Area.  
 
Bat Likelihood Assessment 
NextEra Energy contracted Tetra Tech to conduct a desktop likelihood assessment for the Oliver Project. 
Tetra Tech developed a likelihood index based on habitat-based variables and species-based variables. 
Habitat-based variables include the amount of suitable foraging and roosting habitat, the number of natural 
areas, number of perennial streams, and number of human developments. Species-based variables 
included bat species known to occur in the region and behavioral characteristics. The likelihood index 
does not predict how many bats will occur or the anticipated bat mortality level, rather it scores a site 
based on a suite of variables that are related to bats. 
 
Of the 46 bat species in the United States, 10 occur in North Dakota. Of these 10 species, 6 potentially 
occur within the Project Area based on current known distribution ranges. None of these species are 
federally listed as threatened or endangered or listed as a state species of conservation concern. Limited 
suitable roosting and foraging habitat exists within the project area that may provide a marginal 
attractiveness for migrating bats. Tetra Tech calculates a moderate likelihood of occurrence for the Oliver 
III Project Area, which contains more suitable habitat than the surrounding landscape (much of which is 
located within the two potential transmission corridors). Although bats are not known to be a risk of 
collision with transmission lines, construction of the transmission lines could result in the direct loss of bat 
foraging and roosting habitat. 
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