
Wilton IV Wind Energy Center Environmental Impact Statement  
Scoping Meeting Summary 

 
Date: Tuesday, July 26, 2011 
Location: Wilton Memorial Hall, Wilton, ND 
Attendees: Approximately 50 
 
Meeting Summary 
 
The proposed Wilton IV Wind Energy Center (Project) would connect to a Western Area Power 
Administration (Western) transmission line. Because of this federal nexus, the Project requires 
review under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Western has decided to proceed 
with an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate the environmental effects of the 
Project. As part of the NEPA EIS process, a public scoping meeting was held near the proposed 
Project in Wilton, North Dakota on July 26, 2011. The meeting was held in an open house format 
from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  
 
Several agencies were invited to the meeting (Appendix 1) and advertisements were placed in the 
Bismarck Tribune from Monday, July 11 through Wednesday, July 20, 2011 (Appendix 2). The 
meeting was also included in the public service announcements for the following six radio 
stations in the Bismarck area from Tuesday, July 19, 2011 through Tuesday, July 26, 2011: 
KQDY, KFYR, KBMR, ROCK 101, Y93 and ESPN. Western published a Notice of Intent 
(NOI) to prepare an EIS in the Federal Register on July 20, 2011 (Appendix 2). 
 
Each attendee was asked to sign in, and was given a Project Fact Sheet and a comment sheet 
(Appendix 3). Maps displayed throughout the room illustrated the Project boundary (dated July 
2011), the turbine layout, and aerial photography base (Appendix 4). A flowchart illustrating the 
NEPA process and a couple of posters describing the reason for the open house were also 
displayed (see photos in Appendix 5).  
 
The following people were available to describe the Project and answer questions: Matt Marsh, 
Mark Wieringa, Western; Scott Scovill, Allen Wynn, Casey Wollschlager, NextEra Energy; 
Tracey Dubuque, Tetra Tech. 
 
Because the meeting was held as an open house format, there was no formal presentation. 
Attendees received a Project Fact Sheet and a Comment Sheet (Appendix 3). Attendees were 
able to walk around the room to review the displays (Appendix 4 and Appendix 5) and discuss 
the Project with representatives from Western and NextEra Energy. Photos from the meeting are 
found in Appendix 5. 
 
Appendices 
Appendix 1 – Invitations 
Appendix 2 – Public Notices 
Appendix 3 – Sign in Sheet and Handouts 
Appendix 4 – Project Map 
Appendix 5 – Photos 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 1 - Invitations 



Wilton IV Mailing List

«First Name» «Last Name» «Job Title» «Company/agency» «Address 1» «Address 2» «City» «State» «Zip»

John Fowler Executive Director Advisory Council on Historic Preservation Old Post Office Building, Suite 803 1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW Washington DC 20004

Brian Bitner Chairman Burleigh County Commission 751 80th St SE Bismarck ND 58504

Mark Armstrong Commissioner Burleigh County Commission 618 West Boulevard Avenue Bismarck ND 58501

Doug Schonert Vice Chairman Burleigh County Commission 14600 201st Ave NE Baldwin ND 58521

Jerry Woodcox Commissioner Burleigh County Commission 449 E Brandon Dr Bismarck ND 58503

Jim Peluso Commissioner Burleigh County Commission 6131 Ponderosa Ave Bismarck ND 58503
Linn Berg Chair Burleigh County Soil Conservation District 6700 366th Street NE Sterling ND 58572

Dale Coleman
Chairperson of Board of 
Supervisers Burleigh County, Crofte Township PO Box 134 Baldwin ND 58521

Randy Schafer
Chairman of Board of 
Supervisers Burleigh County, Ecklund Township 1741 292nd Ave NE Wilton ND 58579

David Coleman 
Chairperson of Board of 
Supervisers Burleigh County, Ghylin Township 25751 158th St NE Wilton ND 58579

Dave Peterson
Chairperson of Board of 
Supervisers Burleigh County, Painted Woods Township 7351 292nd Ave NW Wilton ND 58579

Rosemary Hanson
Chairperson of Board of 
Supervisers Burleigh County, Rockland Township 24151 223rd St NE Wing ND 58494

Ronald Peck Mayor City of Wilton 121 Dakota Avenue Wilton ND 58579
Lawrence & Amy Igl President Dakota Prairie Audubon Society 1514 Skyline Lane Jamestown ND 58401

Steve Adair Regional Director
Ducks Unlimited Great Plains Regional 
Office 2525 River Road Bismarck ND 58503-9011

Jean Schoenhard County Executive Director Farm Service Agency
Burleigh County Farm Service 
Agency 916 East Interstate Avenue Bismarck ND 58503-0548

Barry Cooper Regional Administrator
Federal Aviation Administration, Great 
Lakes Region O'Hare Lake Office Center 2300 East Devon Avenue Des Plaines IL 60018

Steve Hardegen
Regional Environmental 
Officer

Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Region VIII 

Environmental & Historic 
Preservation

Denver Federal Center, Building 710, 
Box 25267 Denver CO 80225-0267

Jeff Wright Director Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Office of Energy Projects 888 First Street, NE Washington DC 20426
Wendall Meyer Division Administrator Federal Highway Administration North Dakota Division 1471 Interstate Loop Bismarck ND 58503-0567

Jack Russel
Acting State 
Conservationist Natural Resources Conservation Service North Dakota State Office

220 East Rosser Ave, Federal 
Building, Rm 270 Bismarck ND 58501

Jay Fuhrer District Conservationist Natural Resources Conservation Service Bismarck Field Office 916 E. Interstate Ave, Suite 6 Bismarck ND 58503

Doug Goehring Agriculture Commissioner North Dakota Department of Agriculture 600 East Boulevard Avenue, Dept 602 Bismarck ND 58505-0020

Paul Lucy Director North Dakota Department of Commerce
Economic Development and 
Finance Division PO Box 2057 Bismarck ND 58502-2057

Kevin Levi District Engineer
North Dakota Department of 
Transportation Bismarck District 218 South Airport Road Bismarck ND 58504-6003

Terry Steinwand Director North Dakota Game and Fish Department 100 N. Bismarck Expressway Bismarck ND 58501-5095

Jeff Delzer Representative North Dakota House of Representatives District 8 2919 Fifth Street NW Underwood ND 58576-9603

Dwight Wrangham Representative North Dakota House of Representatives District 8 301 52nd Street SE Bismarck ND 58501-8604

Duane DeKrey Representative North Dakota House of Representatives District 14 4323 27th Street SE Tappen ND 58487-9398

Robin Weisz Representative North Dakota House of Representatives District 14 50 Highway 3 South Hurdsfield ND 58451-9009

Scott Davis Executive Director North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission 600 East Boulevard Avenue 1st Floor Judicial Wing, Rm 117 Bismarck ND 58505

Mark Zimmerman Director
North Dakota Parks and Recreation 
Department 1600 E. Century Ave, Suite 3 Bismarck ND 58503

Darrell Nitschke Executive Secretary North Dakota Public Service Commission 600 E. Boulevard Avenue, Dept 408 Bismarck ND 58505-0480

Fern Swenson
Deputy State Historic 
Preservation Officer

North Dakota State Historic Preservation 
Office

Lance Gaebe Land Commissioner North Dakota State Land Department 1707 North 9th Street PO Box 5523 Bismarck ND 58506-5523
Jack Dalrymple Governor Office of the Governor 600 East Boulevard Avenue Bismarck ND 58505-0001

Pheasants Forever, Inc. Chapter #47 - Burleigh County 1783 Buerkle Circle St. Paul MN 55110
Blaine Nordwall Chairperson Sierra Club North Dakota Office 311 East Thayer Ave, Suite 113 Bismarck ND 58501

Merlan Paaverud, Jr. Director State Historic Society of North Dakota State Historic Preservation Office 612 East Bouleavard Avenue Bismarck ND 58505

Bob Paulson
Western Dakotas Program 
Director The Nature Conservancy 822 Main Street Rapid City SD 57701

Daniel Cimarosti
Regulatory Program 
Manager

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Omaha 
District ND Regulatory Office 1513 South 12th Street Bismarck ND 58504-6640

Matthew Ponish
National Environmental 
Compliance U.S. Department of Agriculture

1400 Independence Ave., SW STOP 
0513 Washington DC 20250

Willie Taylor, Ph.D. Director U.S. Department of the Interior
Office of Environmental Policy and 
Compliance 1849 C Street, NW MS 2462 Washington DC 20240

Larry Svoboda Director U.S. Environmental Protection Agency NEPA Program 1595 Wynkoop St., 8EPR-N Mail Code Denver CO 80202-1129

James Martin Regional Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
Region 8 1595 Wynkoop St., 8EPR-N Mail Code Denver CO 80202-1129

Jeff Towner Field Supervisor U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service North Dakota Field Office 3425 Miriam Avenue Bismarck ND 58501-7926

Ed Meendering Wetland Manager U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Long Lake Wetland Management 
District 12000 353rd St. SE Moffit ND 58560-9704

Max Ethridge
Acting Central Regional 
Director U.S. Geological Survey Central Region

Denver Federal Center, Building 810, 
Mail Stop 150 Denver CO 80225-0046

Rick Berg Congressman United States House of Representatives 220 East Rosser Avenue 328 Federal Building Bismarck ND 58501
Kent Conrad U.S. Senator United States Senate 530 Hart Senate Office Building Washington DC 20510

John Hoeven U.S. Senator United States Senate 120 Russel Senate Office Building Washington DC 20510
Craig Johnson Superintendent Wilton School District PO Box 249 Wilton ND 58579
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was preferred over other alternatives because 
it represented the best capacity for meeting 
current and reasonably foreseeable national 
security requirements. 

Comment 9. The Y–12 Final SWEIS 
wrongly declares that the demolition/ 
disposal of existing facilities arising from 
relocation of operations to a new UPF is ‘‘not 
ripe.’’ 

Response. The Integrated Facility 
Disposition Program (IFDP) is DOE’s program 
for disposing of legacy materials and 
facilities at the Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory (ORNL) and Y–12. The IFDP 
includes both existing excess facilities (e.g., 
facilities not required for DOE’s needs or the 
discharge of its responsibilities) and newly 
identified excess (or soon to be excess) 
facilities. Under the IFDP, the 
decontamination and decommissioning 
(D&D) of approximately 188 facilities at 
ORNL, 112 facilities at Y–12, and 
remediation of soil and groundwater 
contamination would occur over the next 30 
to 40 years. The IFDP will be conducted as 
a remedial action under the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act (CERCLA). Cleanup and D&D 
activities conducted under CERCLA are 
reviewed through the CERCLA process, 
which incorporates NEPA values. The 
potential impacts of the IFDP are analyzed in 
the cumulative impacts section of the SWEIS 
in chapter 6 (See comment-response 12.P on 
page 3–44 of Volume II of the Y–12 Final 
SWEIS). Although IFDP D&D activities are 
expected to commence within the next three 
to five years, the major IFDP D&D activities 
would not take place for many years (e.g., 
most likely any D&D activities associated 
with the action alternatives in this SWEIS 
would not take place prior to approximately 
2018). These major D&D activities are to be 
resolved under the provisions of CERCLA 
and are beyond the planning basis for this 
SWEIS (See Section 5.16 on page 5–100 of 
Volume I of the Y–12 Final SWEIS). NNSA 
believes that the Y–12 Final SWEIS includes 
an analysis of all reasonable alternatives and 
all cleanup/waste management actions that 
are required to be included in a NEPA 
analysis. 

Comment 10. The Tennessee Division of 
Radiological Health is not listed as a 
consulting agency. They should be given an 
opportunity, and time, to comment on the Y– 
12 Final SWEIS before any ROD is issued. 

Response. During the Y–12 SWEIS process, 
NNSA specifically invited TDEC to be a 
cooperating agency in the preparation of the 
SWEIS and also requested that other agencies 
express their interest in being designated as 
a cooperating agency in the preparation of 
the Y–12 SWEIS (see 70 FR 71270, November 
28, 2005). The Tennessee Division of 
Radiological Health is part of TDEC. TDEC 
comments on the Draft Y–12 SWEIS are 
contained on page 2–123 of Volume II of the 
Y–12 Final SWEIS. 

Comment 11. Commentors stated that an 
article in the Knoxville News-Sentinel on 
March 31, 2011, casts new light on the 
seismic conditions of current facilities and 
underscores OREPA’s concerns, first raised 
in 1994 and repeatedly in the succeeding 
years, about the structural integrity of 

facilities at Y–12 including building 9212. 
The Y–12 Final SWEIS does not include a 
thorough assessment of risks associated with 
ongoing operations at Y–12 in the ‘‘No 
Action Alternative,’’ and provides an 
inadequate evaluation in its accident 
scenarios. 

Response. The Y–12 Final SWEIS 
considers potential impacts that could be 
caused by earthquakes and other natural 
phenomena such as wind, rain/snow, 
tornadoes and lightning (see Section D.9). 
Criticality is also considered. Table D.9.3–1 
identifies the accidents that were considered 
for the major operations at Y–12. As shown 
in that table, the SWEIS considered potential 
impacts from earthquakes and other natural 
phenomena, including wind, flood, and 
lightning. The impacts associated with 
accidents analyzed in detail for the Y–12 
Final SWEIS bound any impacts that would 
be associated with earthquakes and other 
natural phenomena. This is due to the fact 
that the accidents analyzed in detail in the 
SWEIS would be expected to result in greater 
radiological releases than reasonably 
foreseeable accidents caused by natural 
phenomena at Y–12. 

With respect to potential accidents 
associated with existing/old facilities, as 
discussed in Section 5.14.1.1, the Y–12 Final 
SWEIS accident analysis process began with 
a review of all Y–12 facilities, including 
Building 9212, with emphasis on building 
hazard classification, radionuclide 
inventories, including type, quantity, and 
physical form, and storage and use 
conditions. For each of these facilities, the 
next step was to identify the most current 
documentation describing and quantifying 
the risks associated with its operation. 
Current safety documentation was obtained 
for all of these facilities. From these 
documents, potential accident scenarios and 
source terms (release rates and frequencies) 
associated with those facilities were 
identified. (See comment-response 12.M.1 on 
page 3–39 of Volume II of the Y–12 Final 
SWEIS). 

[FR Doc. 2011–18312 Filed 7–19–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6450–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Western Area Power Administration 

[DOE/EIS–0469] 

Notice of Intent To Prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement and 
to Conduct Scoping Meetings; 
Proposed Wilton IV Wind Energy 
Center Project, North Dakota 

AGENCY: Western Area Power 
Administration, DOE. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: NextEra Energy Resources 
(NextEra) applied to interconnect its 
proposed 99-megawatt (MW) Wilton IV 
Wind Energy Center Project (Project) 
with Western Area Power 
Administration’s (Western) existing 

Hilken Switching Station in Burleigh 
County, North Dakota. The proposed 
Project would consist of up to 62 1.6- 
MW wind turbine generators and 
associated infrastructure located across 
approximately 15,725 acres of land in 
Burleigh County, about 20 miles north 
of Bismarck. In addition to constructing 
and operating the above proposed 
Project, NextEra has requested to 
operate its nearby existing Wilton I (also 
known as Burleigh), Wilton II, and 
Baldwin Wind Energy Center projects at 
levels exceeding 50 average annual MW, 
when wind conditions warrant. Western 
will prepare an environmental impact 
statement (EIS) on NextEra’s proposal to 
interconnect their Project and to operate 
its existing projects above 50 average 
annual MW in accordance with the 
National Environmental Protection Act 
(NEPA), U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) NEPA Implementing Procedures, 
and the Council on Environmental 
Quality (CEQ) regulations for 
implementing NEPA. Portions of 
NextEra’s proposed Project may affect 
floodplains and wetlands, so this Notice 
of Intent (NOI) also serves as a notice of 
proposed floodplain or wetland action 
in accordance with DOE floodplain and 
wetland environmental review 
requirements. 
DATES: A public scoping meeting will be 
held on July 26, 2011, from 5 to 8 p.m. 
in Wilton, North Dakota. Local 
notification of this meeting has been 
made through direct mailings to affected 
parties and by advertising in local 
media to ensure at least 15 days of prior 
notice. The public scoping period starts 
with the publication of this notice and 
ends on September 6, 2011. Western 
will consider all comments on the scope 
of the EIS received or postmarked by 
that date. The public is invited to 
submit comments on the proposed 
Project at any time during the EIS 
process. 
ADDRESSES: Western will host a public 
scoping meeting at the Wilton Memorial 
Hall, 105 Dover Avenue, Wilton, North 
Dakota, to provide information on the 
Project and gather comments on the 
proposal. Oral or written comments may 
be provided at the public scoping 
meeting or mailed or e-mailed to Matt 
Marsh, Upper Great Plains Regional 
Office, Western Area Power 
Administration, P.O. Box 35800, 
Billings, MT 59107–5800, e-mail 
MMarsh@wapa.gov, telephone (800) 
358–3415. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
additional information on the proposed 
Project, the EIS process, or to receive a 
copy of the Draft EIS when it is 
published, contact Matt Marsh at the 
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1 On October 4, 1999, DOE’s Assistant Secretary 
for Environmental, Safety and Health delegated to 
Western’s Administrator the authority to approve 
EISs for integrating transmission facilities with 
Western’s transmission grid. 

2 Burleigh County Wind Energy Center, Burleigh 
County, North Dakota [Wilton I], DOE/EA–1542, 
2006; EA Supplement to DOE/EA–1542 [Wilton II], 
2009; Baldwin Wind Energy Center Project, 
Burleigh County, North Dakota, DOE/EA–1698, 
2010. 

addresses above. For general 
information on the DOE’s NEPA review 
process, contact Carol M. Borgstrom, 
Director of NEPA Policy and 
Compliance, GC–54, U.S. Department of 
Energy, 1000 Independence Avenue, 
SW., Washington, DC 20585–0119, 
telephone (202) 586–4600 or (800) 472– 
2756, facsimile (202) 586–7031. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Western is 
a Federal power marketing agency 
within the DOE that markets and 
delivers Federal wholesale electric 
power (principally hydroelectric power) 
to municipalities, rural electric 
cooperatives, public utilities, irrigation 
districts, Federal and State agencies, 
and Native American tribes in 15 
western and central states. NextEra’s 
proposed Project would be located 
within Western’s Upper Great Plains 
Region, which operates in North and 
South Dakota, most of Montana, and 
portions of Iowa, Minnesota, and 
Nebraska. Western will prepare an EIS 
on NextEra’s application to interconnect 
their proposed Wilton IV Wind Project 
and their proposal to operate its three 
existing projects above 50 average 
annual MW, when feasible, in 
accordance with NEPA (42 U.S.C. 4321– 
4347); DOE NEPA Implementing 
Procedures (10 CFR part 1021), and the 
CEQ regulations for implementing 
NEPA (40 CFR Parts 1500–1508).1 
Projects generating more than 50 
average annual MW normally require 
the preparation of an EIS under DOE 
NEPA regulations. 

Western will coordinate with 
appropriate Federal, State, and local 
agencies and potentially affected Native 
American tribes during the preparation 
of the EIS. While there are no 
designated cooperating agencies at this 
time, cooperating agencies could be 
identified at a later date. 

Purpose and Need for Agency Action 

Western’s need for agency action is 
precipitated by NextEra’s application to 
interconnect its proposed Wilton IV 
Wind Project with Western’s power 
transmission system, and its intention of 
operating the three existing wind energy 
center projects at a level exceeding 50 
average annual MW. Western needs to 
consider NextEra’s interconnection 
request under Western’s Open Access 
Transmission Service Tariff (Tariff), 
which provides for interconnection to 
its transmission system if there is 
available transmission capacity. 

This EIS will address Western’s 
Federal action of interconnecting 
NextEra’s proposed Project with its 
Hilken Switching Station. As part of its 
normal interconnection analysis, 
Western determines if any changes 
within the substation or any system 
modifications are needed to 
accommodate the interconnection. In 
this case the physical interconnection is 
already in place and operating at 
Hilken, and preliminary studies indicate 
that the power system can accommodate 
the proposed interconnection without 
negatively affecting system reliability or 
power deliveries to existing customers. 
However, final system studies could 
still determine that network and/or 
transmission system upgrades are 
required. Any such upgrades would be 
funded by NextEra as a condition of the 
interconnection. 

NextEra’s proposal to operate the 
existing Wilton I, Wilton II, and 
Baldwin Wind Energy Center projects at 
levels exceeding 50 average annual MW 
creates the need for Western to revisit 
the interconnection agreements 
prepared for each of these projects. 
Projects generating over 50 average 
annual MW normally require the 
preparation of an EIS under DOE NEPA 
regulations, and the existing 
interconnection agreements call for 
curtailing generation, or completing an 
EIS prior to generating above that cap. 
None of the environmental 
assessments 2 originally prepared for 
these projects identified potential 
significant impacts resulting from the 
construction, operation, and 
maintenance of the three wind energy 
projects. 

Proposed Action 
In compliance with the provisions of 

the Tariff, and considering the 
environmental impacts of NextEra’s 
proposed Project as identified by the EIS 
process, Western will consider 
NextEra’s interconnection request. If 
approved, any necessary system changes 
would be made to accomplish the 
interconnection, and power generated 
by the proposed Project would use 
Western’s transmission system to reach 
the market. Western will contact the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under 
section 7 of the Endangered Species Act 
and the North Dakota State Historic 
Preservation Office under section 106 of 
the National Historic Preservation Act. 
Section 7 and 106 consultations were 

completed in 2010 on some of the 
proposed wind turbine locations as part 
of the Baldwin project, and additional 
coordination with these agencies will 
build off of these previous 
consultations. 

Alternatives 
Western must respond to NextEra’s 

proposed Project as it is described in 
their application for interconnection, 
and make a decision on the 
interconnection request based on that 
application. NextEra’s interconnection 
request essentially results in an increase 
in the amount of power entering 
Western’s transmission system through 
existing facilities; no physical 
modifications to Western’s facilities or 
the transmission system are anticipated 
at this time. Under the no action 
alternative, Western would not approve 
the interconnection request, and 
NextEra would not be able to export the 
generation from its proposed Project 
over Western’s transmission system. 

The current interconnection 
agreements for the Wilton I, Wilton II, 
and Baldwin Wind Energy Center 
projects contain language that prevent 
these projects from exceeding 50 
average annual MW. Western would 
remove this language under the 
proposed action. Under the no action 
alternative, the existing language would 
remain in force, and NextEra would be 
unable to operate any of these three 
projects above the 50 average annual 
MW cap. 

Applicant’s Proposed Project 
NextEra proposes to construct 62 1.6- 

MW wind turbine generators in Crofte, 
Ecklund, Ghylin, Painted Woods, and 
Rocky Hill townships in Burleigh 
County, North Dakota, approximately 20 
miles north of Bismarck. Each turbine 
would be up to 426 feet tall from tip of 
blade to base, and about 260 feet tall 
from the ground to the hub. The three- 
bladed rotors would have a diameter of 
approximately 328 feet, or 100 meters. 
The proposed Project would also 
include all-weather access roads to each 
turbine location, and underground 
power collection lines linking the 
turbines to Central Power Electric 
Cooperative’s existing 4.4-mile 230- 
kilovolt (kV) generation tie-line that 
terminates at Western’s Hilken 
Switching Station. The Western 
interconnection point for NextEra’s 
proposed Project would be at the Hilken 
Switchyard. The Hilken Switching 
Station is located on Western’s 
Garrison—Bismarck 230-kV 
transmission line. 

NextEra’s proposed Project would be 
an expansion of its three existing wind 
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energy projects in the area. Of the 62 
proposed Wilton IV Wind Project wind 
turbines, 37 are located in a 10,000-acre 
area within Crofte Township, adjacent 
to and immediately to the west of 
NextEra’s existing wind energy projects. 
These 37 wind turbine sites were 
considered as alternate locations for the 
Baldwin Project, and were analyzed for 
potential environmental impacts in the 
Baldwin environmental assessment. The 
wind turbines would be arrayed in 
several strings, generally oriented 
southwest to northeast, in an area 
roughly six miles square. Cultural 
resources and biological resources field 
surveys were accomplished for these 
wind turbine locations during the NEPA 
process for the Baldwin Project, which 
was completed in 2010. The remaining 
25 wind turbines would be located in 
Ecklund, Ghylin, Painted Woods, and 
Rocky Hill townships within a 5,725- 
acre area. These turbine strings would 
be generally oriented east to west over 
approximately 4 miles immediately east 
of NextEra’s existing wind energy 
projects. The potential environmental 
impacts of these 25 turbines will be 
analyzed as part of this EIS, and cultural 
and biological surveys will be 
conducted on these sites and any other 
potentially disturbed areas not already 
included in the Baldwin environmental 
assessment. 

The proposed Project would generate 
about 99 nameplate MW on the two 
separate areas totaling approximately 
15,725 acres. The proposed wind energy 
project would be located entirely on 
private lands; no Federal or State land 
would be affected. 

In addition to constructing and 
operating the proposed Project as 
described above, NextEra has requested 
to operate its nearby existing Wilton I, 
Wilton II, and Baldwin Wind Energy 
Center projects at levels exceeding 50 
average annual MW, when wind 
conditions warrant. Projects generating 
more than 50 average annual MW 
normally require the preparation of an 
EIS under DOE NEPA regulations (10 
CFR Part 1021). These projects were 
originally analyzed in environmental 
assessments based in part on their 
anticipated output being under 50 
average annual MW, and the 
interconnection agreements include a 
cap at that generation level unless an 
EIS is prepared. NextEra now believes 
that wind conditions may allow 
operation of the three wind projects 
above 50 average annual MW, and 
would like to generate above the cap, if 
possible. NextEra’s proposal to 
potentially operate above the 50 average 
annual MW level creates the need for 
Western to revisit the existing 

interconnection agreements that include 
this limitation. No physical 
modifications to the existing wind 
generation projects are proposed; the 
requested interconnection agreement 
amendments would simply allow for 
more hours of generation if wind 
conditions are favorable but still within 
the stated nameplate capacity. 

Western’s Federal action is to 
consider the interconnection request, 
any resultant impact to the transmission 
system, and the change in operating 
parameters for the other three existing 
projects; however, the EIS will also 
identify and review the environmental 
impacts of constructing, operating, 
maintaining, and decommissioning 
NextEra’s proposed Wilton IV Project. 
NextEra would be responsible for 
completing necessary coordination with 
State and local agencies to permit its 
proposed Project. 

Floodplain or Wetland Involvement 
Floodplains and wetlands are 

common in this part of North Dakota. 
Since the proposed Project may involve 
action in floodplains or wetlands, this 
NOI also serves as a notice of proposed 
floodplain or wetland action. The EIS 
will include an assessment of impacts to 
floodplains and wetlands, and 
floodplain statement of findings 
following DOE regulations for 
compliance with floodplain and 
wetlands environmental review (10 CFR 
Part 1022). 

Environmental Issues 
The location of NextEra’s proposed 

Project is in a relatively sparsely 
populated portion of southcentral North 
Dakota. The area is characterized by 
extensive agriculture and pasture with 
scattered farmsteads on section line 
roads. NextEra has secured leases with 
willing landowners for its wind 
generation turbines and related 
facilities. Available overview 
information and the results of the NEPA 
analyses on the existing three wind 
projects indicates this area has a 
relatively low probability of substantial 
natural resources conflicts. NextEra’s 
siting process for the wind turbine 
strings and associated facilities 
considered sensitive resources, and the 
proposed Project was designed to avoid 
these areas. The EIS will review the 
environmental information collected on 
the Project area, including that already 
collected as part of the Baldwin project, 
and evaluate the level of impact the 
interconnection and NextEra’s proposed 
Project would have on environmental 
resources within the approximately 
15,725-acre site. Modifications to 
NextEra’s proposed Project may be 

made to avoid or minimize resource 
impacts. While no substantive resource 
conflicts have been identified thus far, 
the EIS will analyze the potential 
impacts on the full range of potentially 
affected environmental resources. Wind 
farm projects are generally known to 
have visual and noise effects, and may 
affect birds and bats. 

Public Participation 
Interested parties are invited to 

participate in the scoping process to 
help define the scope of the EIS, 
significant resources, and issues to be 
analyzed in depth, and to eliminate 
from detailed study issues that are not 
pertinent. The scoping process will 
involve all interested agencies (Federal, 
State, county, and local), Native 
American tribes, public interest groups, 
businesses, affected landowners, and 
individual members of the public. 

Western has previously consulted 
with potentially affected or interested 
tribes to jointly evaluate and address the 
potential effects on cultural resources, 
traditional cultural properties, or other 
resources important to the tribes in the 
proposed Project area. Western will 
contact previously identified interested 
tribes and inform them that NextEra 
now intends to expand its wind energy 
projects in this area. Any nation-to- 
nation consultations will be conducted 
in accordance with Executive Order 
13175, Consultation and Coordination 
with Indian Tribal Governments (65 FR 
67249), the President’s memorandum of 
April 29, 1994, Government-to- 
Government Relations with Native 
American Tribal Governments (59 FR 
22951), DOE-specific guidance on tribal 
interactions, and applicable natural and 
cultural resources laws and regulations. 

A public scoping meeting will be held 
as described under DATES and 
ADDRESSES above. The meeting will be 
informal, and attendees will be able to 
speak directly with Western and 
NextEra representatives about the 
proposed Project. The public is 
encouraged to provide information and 
comments on issues it believes Western 
should address in the EIS. Comments 
may be broad in nature or restricted to 
specific areas of concern. After 
gathering comments on the scope of the 
EIS, Western will address those issues 
raised in the EIS. Comments on 
Western’s proposed action and 
NextEra’s proposed Project will be 
accepted at any time during the EIS 
process, and may be directed to Western 
as described under ADDRESSES above. 

Western’s EIS process will include 
this NOI and public scoping meetings; 
consultation and coordination with 
appropriate Federal, State, county, and 
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local agencies and tribal governments; 
involvement with affected landowners; 
distribution of and public review and 
comment on the Draft EIS; a formal 
public hearing or hearings on the Draft 
EIS; distribution of a published Final 
EIS; and publication of Western’s 
Record of Decision in the Federal 
Register. 

Dated: July 7, 2011. 
Timothy J. Meeks, 
Administrator. 
[FR Doc. 2011–17997 Filed 7–19–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6450–01–P 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

[EPA–HQ–OPPT–2011–0566; FRL–8881–3] 

Certain New Chemicals; Receipt and 
Status Information 

AGENCY: Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: Section 5 of the Toxic 
Substances Control Act (TSCA) requires 
any person who intends to manufacture 
(defined by statute to include import) a 
new chemical (i.e., a chemical not on 
the TSCA Chemical Substances 
Inventory (TSCA Inventory)) to notify 
EPA and comply with the statutory 
provisions pertaining to the 
manufacture of new chemicals. Under 
TSCA sections 5(d)(2) and 5(d)(3), EPA 
is required to publish in the Federal 
Register a notice of receipt of a 
premanufacture notice (PMN) or an 
application for a test marketing 
exemption (TME), and to publish in the 
Federal Register periodic status reports 
on the new chemicals under review and 
the receipt of notices of commencement 
(NOC) to manufacture those chemicals. 
This document, which covers the period 
from May 23, 2011 to June 5, 2011, and 
provides the required notice and status 
report, consists of the PMNs and TMEs, 
both pending or expired, and the NOC 
to manufacture a new chemical that the 
Agency has received under TSCA 
section 5 during this time period. 
DATES: Comments identified by the 
specific PMN number or TME number, 
must be received on or before August 
19, 2011. 
ADDRESSES: Submit your comments, 
identified by docket identification (ID) 
number EPA–HQ–OPPT–2011–0566, 
and the specific PMN number or TME 
number for the chemical related to your 
comment, by one of the following 
methods: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: http:// 
www.regulations.gov. Follow the on-line 
instructions for submitting comments. 

• Mail: Document Control Office 
(7407M), Office of Pollution Prevention 
and Toxics (OPPT), Environmental 
Protection Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania 
Ave., NW., Washington, DC 20460– 
0001. 

• Hand Delivery: OPPT Document 
Control Office (DCO), EPA East Bldg., 
Rm. 6428, 1201 Constitution Ave., NW., 
Washington, DC. The DCO is open from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, excluding legal holidays. The 
telephone number for the DCO is (202) 
564–8930. Such deliveries are only 
accepted during the DCO’s normal 
hours of operation, and special 
arrangements should be made for 
deliveries of boxed information. 

Instructions: EPA’s policy is that all 
comments received will be included in 
the docket without change and may be 
made available on-line at http:// 
www.regulations.gov, including any 
personal information provided, unless 
the comment includes information 
claimed to be Confidential Business 
Information (CBI) or other information 
whose disclosure is restricted by statute. 
Do not submit information that you 
consider to be CBI or otherwise 
protected through regulations.gov or e- 
mail. The regulations.gov Web site is an 
‘‘anonymous access’’ system, which 
means EPA will not know your identity 
or contact information unless you 
provide it in the body of your comment. 
If you send an e-mail comment directly 
to EPA without going through 
regulations.gov, your e-mail address 
will be automatically captured and 
included as part of the comment that is 
placed in the docket and made available 
on the Internet. If you submit an 
electronic comment, EPA recommends 
that you include your name and other 
contact information in the body of your 
comment and with any disk or CD–ROM 
you submit. If EPA cannot read your 
comment due to technical difficulties 
and cannot contact you for clarification, 
EPA may not be able to consider your 
comment. Electronic files should avoid 
the use of special characters, any form 
of encryption, and be free of any defects 
or viruses. 

Docket: All documents in the docket 
are listed in the docket index available 
at http://www.regulations.gov. Although 
listed in the index, some information is 
not publicly available, e.g., CBI or other 
information whose disclosure is 
restricted by statute. Certain other 
material, such as copyrighted material, 
will be publicly available only in hard 
copy. Publicly available docket 
materials are available electronically at 

http://www.regulations.gov, or, if only 
available in hard copy, at the OPPT 
Docket. The OPPT Docket is located in 
the EPA Docket Center (EPA/DC) at Rm. 
3334, EPA West Bldg., 1301 
Constitution Ave., NW., Washington, 
DC. The EPA/DC Public Reading Room 
hours of operation are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding 
legal holidays. The telephone number of 
the EPA/DC Public Reading Room is 
(202) 566–1744, and the telephone 
number for the OPPT Docket is (202) 
566–0280. Docket visitors are required 
to show photographic identification, 
pass through a metal detector, and sign 
the EPA visitor log. All visitor bags are 
processed through an X-ray machine 
and subject to search. Visitors will be 
provided an EPA/DC badge that must be 
visible at all times in the building and 
returned upon departure. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
technical information contact: Bernice 
Mudd, Information Management 
Division (7407M), Office of Pollution 
Prevention and Toxics, Environmental 
Protection Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania 
Ave., NW., Washington, DC 20460– 
0001; telephone number: (202) 564– 
8951; fax number: (202) 564–8955; e- 
mail address: mudd.bernice@epa.gov. 

For general information contact: The 
TSCA–Hotline, ABVI–Goodwill, 422 
South Clinton Ave., Rochester, NY 
14620; telephone number: (202) 554– 
1404; e-mail address: TSCA- 
Hotline@epa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. General Information 

A. Does this Action Apply to Me? 
This action is directed to the public 

in general. As such, the Agency has not 
attempted to describe the specific 
entities that this action may apply to. 
Although others may be affected, this 
action applies directly to the submitter 
of the PMNs addressed in this action. If 
you have any questions regarding the 
applicability of this action to a 
particular entity, consult the person 
listed under FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT. 

B. What Should I Consider as I Prepare 
My Comments for EPA? 

1. Submitting CBI. Do not submit this 
information to EPA through 
regulations.gov or e-mail. Clearly mark 
the part or all of the information that 
you claim to be CBI. For CBI 
information in a disk or CD–ROM that 
you mail to EPA, mark the outside of the 
disk or CD–ROM as CBI and then 
identify electronically within the disk or 
CD–ROM the specific information that 
is claimed as CBI. In addition to one 
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Wilton IV Wind Energy Center Scoping Meeting Radio Ad 
 

Western Area Power Administration will host a public scoping meeting to help 
define the scope of an Environmental Impact Statement for the Wilton IV Wind 

Energy Center.  
 

The proposed project is an expansion of an existing facility in Burleigh County 
and will include 62 wind turbine generators, an underground power collection 
system, and access roads. Construction of the project is proposed to begin in 

Summer 2012. 
 

The meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 26th from 5 to 8 PM at the Wilton 
Memorial Hall.  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 3 – Sign in Sheet and Handouts 
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Overview
» Located in Burleigh County, North Dakota
» �Built, owned, and operated by a subsidiary 

of NextEra™ Energy Resources
» up to 99-megawatt wind generation plant
» �up to 62 1.6-megawatt GE turbines that 

will be capable of generating enough 
electricity to power more than 24,000 
homes

» �Each turbine will be approximately 262 
feet tall from the ground to the hub in the 
center of the blades

» Commercial operation began in 2012

Benefits 
» Expected to employ a staff of 5
» Adds tax base to Burleigh County   
   in property taxes   
» �Provides economic stimulus of landowner 

lease payments 
» Creates no air or water pollution
» �Uses no water in the generation of 

electricity
» Allows land to remain in agricultural use

Wilton Wind IV    
Energy Center

About NextEra Energy Resources

How It Works
Wind turbines work on the same 
principle as a child’s pinwheel. When 
you blow on a pinwheel, the blades of 
the pinwheel spin around—same with a 
wind turbine. 

When the wind blows against the blades of 
the wind turbine, the blades slowly rotate. 
The blades are connected to a drive shaft 
inside the large box (called a nacelle) seen 
on the top of the tower. The drive shaft 
turns the generator, which makes the 
electricity.  Each wind turbine operates 
independently of the others. Each is, es-
sentially, an individual power plant.

The turbine has a weather station on the 
top that tells it the wind speed and wind 
direction. That information is sent to the 
turbine’s computer, which moves the top 
of the turbine (the nacelle and blades) 
so that the blades are always facing 
into the wind. The nacelle can turn 360 
degrees.

The electricity is carried in cables from 
the generator down the inside of the 
tower, then underground to the site’s 
substation. That power then goes into 
the offsite transmission lines and is used 
by the local utility to serve its customers 
in the region.

nosecone

nacelle

hub
blade

gearbox

generator

weather 
station

tower

�»  A leading clean energy provider operating wind, natural gas, solar, hydroelectric and 	
    nuclear power plants across the nation
» � Over 18,000 megawatts of generating capacity in 26 states and 3 provinces in Canada
»  �The largest wind generator in North America with facilities in 17 states
» � A subsidiary of NextEra Energy, Inc. with headquarters in Juno Beach, Florida 



 

Wilton IV Wind Energy Center Open House 
July 26, 2011, 5-8 PM Wilton Memorial Hall 

  COMMENT SHEET 
After reviewing all of the exhibits and speaking with project representatives, please share your comments with us 
regarding the Wilton IV Wind Energy Center Environmental Impact Statement.  
 
Comments: 
 ____________________________________________________________________________  
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
To receive more information regarding the Environmental Impact Statement for the Wilton IV Wind Energy Center, 
please provide us your contact information. 
 
Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone Number: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Representing (organization, company, etc.) _________________________________________________________ 
 
After completing the comment form, please submit it in the comment box, or mail/fax to: 
Matt Marsh, Environmental Protection Specialist, Western Area Power Administration 
PO Box 35800, Billings, MT 59107-5800, Fax: (406) 255-2900. You may also submit your comments via phone at (800) 
358-3415 or via email to mmarsh@wapa.gov. Your comments are important to us and will be accepted through 
August 20, 2011.  

 
Thank you for your participation. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Wilton IV Wind Open House 

July 26, 2011, 5-8 PM Wilton Memorial Hall 
Public Comment Meeting 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
 
Thank you for your interest in the proposed Wilton IV Wind EIS. Please complete the appropriate sections of 
this form to be included on the EIS mailing list and/or to provide comments. Written comments can be 
submitted at the Scoping Meeting, faxed to (406) 255-2900, mailed to Mr. Matt Marsh, Western Area Power 
Administration, Upper Great Plains Customer Service Office, P.O. Box 35800, Billings, MT 59107-5800 or 
sent to mmarsh@wapa.gov.  To be included in our public comment process, please ensure your comments are 
postmarked or turned in by August 20, 2011. 
 

   I would like a paper copy of the Draft EIS when it becomes available. 
   I would like a Compact Disk (CD) of the EIS when it becomes available. 
   Just email me the web link to the EIS when it becomes available. (Quickest and Preferred method) 

 
 
Please Print Contact Info Below 
Name: 
 
 

Organization: 
 

E-mail address: Daytime Phone No. (optional): 
 
 

Street Address: City / State / Zip Code: 
 
 

           
Please indicate any questions, comments or concerns you have about the proposed project in the comment 
section below (continue on separate sheet if necessary). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your time and interest.



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Please fold in thirds and tape 
            
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mr. Matt Marsh 
Western Area Power Administration 
Upper Great Plains Region 
P.O. Box 35800 
Billings, MT 59107-5800 

 
 

 
 
 
 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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Appendix 4 – Project Map 
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Wilton IV Scoping Meeting Photos 
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Photo 1 Poster Boards on Display 

 

 
Photo 2 Attendees Reviewing Handouts 
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Photo 3 Project Area Maps on Display 

 

 
Photo 4 Project Area Map on Display  
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Photo 5 Project Proponents Answering Questions 

 

 
Photo 6 Attendees Reviewing Project Map 
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Photo 7 Attendees Reviewing Information Posters  

 

 
Photo 8 Attendees Filling Out Comment Sheets 
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