
V.MONTANA-DAKOTA 
UTILITIES CQ 
A Division of MDU Resources Group, Inc. 

400 North Fourth Street 
Bismarck, ND 58501 
(701) 222-7900 

Executive Secretary 
NO Public Service Commission 
State Capitol Building 
Bismarck, ND 58505 

July 31 , 2013 

Re: Montana-Dakota Utilities Co.'s 
Application for a Certificate of Site 
Compatibility and Energy 
Transmission Facility Route Permit 
for Natural Gas Pipeline to serve the 
88 MW Natural Gas Simple Cycle 
Combustion Turbine in Morton 
County, North Dakota 

Case No. PU-11-680 

Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a Division of MDU Resources Group, Inc. (Montana­
Dakota) herewith submits the outstanding information in regard to the pending 
Application for a Certificate of Site Compatibility and Energy Transmission Facility 
Route Permit for a Natural Gas Pipeline to serve the 88 MW Natural Gas Simple Cycle 
Combustion Turbine in Morton County, North Dakota_ 

The following is attached hereto: 
• Attachment A-- Late Filed Exhibit MDU-13. As requested at the May 3, 2013 

hearing, Montana-Dakota is providing the following information as its late filed 
exhibit (MDU-13). 

o Morton County Road Crossing permits 
o Permit issued by the State of North Dakota for the pipe to be installed 

beneath the Heart River via horizontal drilling_ 
o State Historical Society of North Dakota's concurrence letter in regard to 

the pipeline reroute on the north part of the project as set forth in Exhibit 
MDU-4. 

• Attachment B-- Proposed Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order 

Montana-Dakota also notifies the Commission that it has requested a final 
determination from the U.S, Army Corps of Engineers (Corp of Engineers) that a permit 
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MONTANA-DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 

under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will not be required for the Heskett pipeline 
because Montana-Dakota will be using the horizontal directional drill method to install 
the pipeline underneath nine wetland sites deemed, on preliminary basis, to be 
jurisdictional waters of the United States by the Corp of Engineers. This installation 
method will cause no impacts to the jurisdictional wetlands and therefor a Section 404 
Clean Water Act permit is not required . 

Montana-Dakota requests that the Commission consider the Draft Findings of Fact, 
Conclusions of Law and Order provided as Attachment B and issue a Certificate of Site 
Compatibility and Energy Transmission Facility Route Permit for the pipeline 
serving the Heskett Ill station . 

~~(1-M 
Tamie A. Aberle 
Director of Regulatory Affairs 

Attachment 

Cc: Mr. Daniel S. Kuntz 

Mitchell D. Armstrong (ND. ID # 05892) 
Special Assistant Attorney General 
P.O. Box 460 
Bismarck, NO 58502-0460 
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Jl-11-1~ 
PERMIT NO. ----

MORTON COUNTY 
UTILITY OCCUPANCY APPLICATION AND PERMIT FORlVI 

THE FOLLOWING APPLICANT IS HEREBY GRANTED PERMISSION TO INSTALL AND MAINTAIN TilE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED FACU.ITY ON HIGHWAY RIGHT -OF-WAY AS SHOWN ON THE PLANS A TI ACHED HERETO AND MADE A 
PART OF HEREOF: 

OWNER OF FACILITY: Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. PHONE NUMBER: 701.222.7900 ADDRESS: 400 North fourth Street. Bismarck. ND 58501 

LOCATION OF FAClLITY: County Road 139A QTR SW-12/NW-13 SEC. 12/ 13 TWP. 139 N RGE. 82 W 

TYPE OF FACUJTY: Installation of a 10-inch. Steel API 5L X60 PSL2 epoxy coated. Natural Gas Pipeline. 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: MDU- Heskett Pipeline Project (Refer to map of crossing location) 

PERMIT FEE $50.00 

INSTc\LLc\TION ANJ) MAINTENANCEi Installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall conform to 
the following provisions: 

(I) Upon construction, maintenance, relocation or removal of said faci lities, any right-of-way scars shall be removed and the 
disturbed areas restored to original condition, including the reseeding thereof where necessary. Trenches dug within highway 
right-of-way shall be backfilled and compacted to a density equal to that of the adjacent undisturbed soil. 

Note: The aforementioned conditions shall be met within 60 days of completion of the work requested. 
(2) All construction and maintenance work must be signed properly in accordance with the latest manual of Uniform Traffic 

Control Devices. 

TERI\'IS AND CONDITIONS; Installati on and maintenance of said facilities on highway right-o f-way shall be subject to the 
following terms and conditions: 

( l) Installation, maintenance, relocation, and removal of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall be done in a manner 
satisfactory to, and subject to supervision by the County Road Superintendent for the County Highway Department. 

(2) Motion County shall not be liable for damage to said facilities resulting from reconstruction or maintenance of the highway. 
Applicant shall hold the County harmless for injury to persons or damage to property resulting from the location of said 
facilities on highway right-of-way. 

(3) Applicant shall repair or replace highway structures and appurtenances, and any existing facil ities located on, over and under 
highway right-of-way, which may be damaged as a result of the installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway 
right-of-way. 

(4) Applicant shall promptly remove said facilities from highway right-of-way or from within a distance of75 feet from center of 
road or section line when requested to do so by the County. Such relocation or removal shall be at the sole cost and expense 
of applicant 

(5) Applicant shall furnish a map showing the location of the utility as requested by the permit. 
(6) No construction shall be permitted across paved roadway. All facilities must be bored. 

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS FOR APPROVAL: _ _ _ ________ _____ ______ __ _ 

ACCEPTANCE OF TERMS AND COND ITIONS: 

Project Manager 
APPLICANT: David Yexley 
Director of Business Development & Special Projects 
Montana-Dakota Utilities, Co. 

FfELD INSPECTION 
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\Q- ~tJ-1:/ 
PERMIT NO. __ _ 

MORTON COUNTY 
UTILITY OCCUPANCY APPLICATION AND PERMIT FORM 

THE FOLLOWING APPLICANT lS HEREBY GRANTED PERMISSION TO INSTALL AND MAINTAIN THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED FACILITY ON HIGHWAY RIGHT-OF-WAY AS SHOWN ON THE PLANS A IT ACHED HERETO AND MADE A 
PART OF HEREOF: 

OWNER OF FACILITY Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. PHONE NU1t1BER 701.222.7900 ADDRESS 400 North Fourth Street. Bismarck. ND 58501 

LOCATION OF FACILITY Highland Road QTR'--__,_N:....:..W:...___ SEC. __,.8'----- TWP. 139 N RGE. 81 W 

TYPE OF FACILITY Installation of a 10-inch, Steel API 5 L X60 PSL2 epoxy coated, Natural Gas Pipeline. 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: MDU- Heskett Pipeline Project (Refer to map of crossing location) 

PERMIT FEE $50.00 

INST ALlATION ANP MAINTENANCE: Installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall confonn to 
the following provisions: 

(1) Upon construction, maintenance, relocation or removal of said facilities, any right-of-way scars shall be removed and the 
disturbed areas restored to original condition, including the reseeding thereof where necessary. Trenches dug within highway 
right-of-way shall be backfilled and compacted to a density equal to that of the adjacent undisturbed soil. 

Note: The aforementioned conditions shall be met within 60 days of completion of the work requested. 
(2) All construction and maintenance work must be signed properly in accordance with the latest manual ofUnifonn Traffic 

Control Devices. 

T ERMS ANP CONDITIONS: Installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall be subject to the 
following terms and conditions: 

(l) Installation, maintenance, relocation, and removal of said facilities on highway r ight-of-way shall be done in a manner 
satisfactory to, and subject to supervision by the County Road Superintendent for the County Highway Department. 

(2) Morton County shall not be liable for damage to said facil ities resulting from reconstruction or maintenance of the highway. 
Applicant shall hold the County harmless for injury to persons or damage to property resulting from the location of said 
facilities on highway right-of-way. 

(3) Applicant shall repair or replace highway structures and appurtenances, and any existing facilities located on, over and under 
highway right-of-way, which may be damaged as a result of the installation and maintenance of said facil ities on highway 
right-of-way. 

(4) Applicant shall promptly remove said facilities from highway right-of-way or fi·om within a distance of75 feet from center of 
road or section line when requested to do so by the County. Such relocation or removal shall be at the sole cost and expense 
of applicant. 

(5) Applicant shall furnish a map showing the location of the utility as requested by the penn it. 
(6) No construction shall be permitted across paved roadway. Al l facilities must be bored. 

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS FOR AI'PROVAL: ___ _ _______ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ 

ACCEPTANCE OF TERJ\IIS AND CONDITIONS: 

Project Manager 
APPLICANT: David Yexley 
Director of Business Development & Special Projects 
Montana-Dakota Utilities, Co. 

FIELD INSPECTION 
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REV. I I 91/4·93/6·%/11-96/11·2001m8-2007 
1:\Ciencal\fORMS\0070 utility occupar.cy opp 08- 14.()7 .wpd 
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,3_ lq-13 
PERl\IIIT NO .. __ _ 

MORTON COUNTY 
UTILITY OCCUPANCY APPLICATION AND PERMIT FORM 

THE FOLLOWING APPLICANT IS HEREBY GRANTED PERMlSSION TO INSTALL AND MAINTAIN THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRlBED FACILITY ON HIGHWAY RlGHT-OF-WA Y AS SHOWN ON THE PLANS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A 
PART OF HEREOF: 

OWNER OF FACILITY: Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. PHONE NUMBER: 70 1.222.7900 ADDRESS: 400 North Fourth Street. Bismarck. ND 58501 

LOCATION OF FAClL1TY: 56111 Ave. QTR.~---"N.l..W!..!...-..!..7"-'-/NE.!.!:·:!....-....,12~- SEC. 7/12 TWP. 139N RGE. 81/82 W 

TYPE OF FACILITY: Installation of a I 0-inch. Steel API 5L X60 PSL2 epoxy coated. Natural Gas Pipeline. 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: MDU - Heskett Pipeline Project (Refer to map of crossing location) 

PERMIT FEE $50.00 

INST ALLATION AND M AINTENANCE: Installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall conform to 
the fo llowing provisions: 

(l) Upon construction, maintenance, relocation or removal of said facilities, any right-of-way scars shall be removed and the 
disturbed areas restored to original condition, including the reseeding thereof where necessary. Trenches dug within highway 
right-of-way shall be backfilled and compacted to a density equal to that of the adjacent undisturbed soi l. 

Note: The aforementioned conditions shall be met within 60 days of completion of the work requested. 
(2) All construction and maintenance work must be signed properly in accordance with the Latest manual of Uniform Traffic 

Control Devices. 

TERMS AND CONPTTJONS: Installation and maintenance of said facil ities on highway right-of-way shall be subject to the 
fo llowing terms and conditions: 

(1) Installation, maintenance, relocation, and removal of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall be done ln a manner 
satisfactory to, and subject to supervision by the County Road Superintendent for the County Highway Department. 

(2) Morton County shall not be liable for damage to said faci lities resulting from reconstruction or maintenance of the highway. 
Applicant shaH hold the County hannless for injury to persons or damage to property resulting from the Location of said 
facilities on highway right-of-way. 

(3) Applicant shall repair or replace highway structures and appurtenances, and any existing facilities located on, over and under 
highway right-of-way, which may be damaged as a result of the instaUation and maintenance of said facil ities on highway 
right-of-way. 

(4) Applicant shall promptly remove said facilities from highway right-of-way or from within a distance of75 feet from center of 
road or section line when requested to do so by the County. Such relocation or removal shall be at the sole cost and expense 
of applicant. 

(5) Applicant shall furn ish a map showing the location of the utility as requested by the permit. 
(6) No construction shall be permitted across paved roadway. Al l facilities must be bored. 

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS FOR APPROVAL: _ _ ___ _ _ _ _______ _ _ _____ __ _ 

ACCEPTANCE OF TERl'vlS AND CONDITIONS: 

Project Manager 
APPLICANT : David Yexley 
Director or Business Development & Special Projects 
Montana-Dakota Utilit ies, Co. 

FIELD INSPECTION 
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MORTON COUNTY 
UTILITY OCCUPANCY APPLICATION AND PERMIT FORM 

THE FOLLOWING APPLICANT IS HEREBY GRANTED PERMISSION TO INSTALL AND MAlNTAIN THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED FACILITY ON HIGHWAY RIGHT-OF-WAY AS SHOWN ON THE PLANS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A 
PART OF HEREOF: 

OWNER OF FACILITY: Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. PHONE NUMBER: 70 1.222.7900 ADDRESS: 400 North Fourth Street. Bismarck. NO 58501 

LOCATION OF FACILITY: County Road 82 QTR._----'S'-'=E'-"'-2..:::.5!..!./N!.J.E.::...·3o!.-"6'---- SEC. 25/3 6 TWP. 139 N RGE. 82W 

TYPE OF FACILITY : Installation of a 1 0-inch, Steel API 5L X60 PSL2 epoxy coated. Natural Gas Pipeline. 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: MDU- Heskett Pipeline Project (Refer to map of crossing location) 

PERMIT FEE $50.00 

INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE: Installation and maintenance of said faci lities on highway right-of-way shall conform to 
the following provisions: 

(I) Upon construction, maintenance, relocation or removal of said facitities, any right-of-way scars shall be removed and the 
disturbed areas restored to original condition, including the reseeding thereof where necessary. Trenches dug within highway 
right-of-way shall be backfilled and compacted to a density equal to that of the adjacent undisturbed soil. 

Note: The aforementioned conditions shall be met within 60 days of completion of the work requested. 
(2) All construction and maintenance work must be signed properly in accordance with the latest manual of Uniform Traffic 

Control Devices. 

TERMS AND CONPITTONS: Installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall be subject to the 
following terms and conditions: 

( I) Installation, maintenance, relocation, and removal of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall be done in a manner 
satisfactory to, and subject to supervision by the County Road Superintendent for the County Highway Department. 

(2) Morton County shall not be liable for damage to said facilities resulting from reconstruction or maintenance of the highway. 
Applicant shall hold the County harmless for injury to persons or damage to property resulting from the location of said 
facilities on highway right-of-way. 

(3) Applicant shall repair or replace highway structures and appurtenances, and any existing faci\ilies located on, over and under 
highway right-of-way, which may be damaged as a result of the installation and maintenance of said facil ities on highway 
right-of-way. 

(4) Applicant shall promptly remove said faci lities from highway right-of-way or from within a distance of75 feet from center of 
road or section line when requested to do so by the County. Such relocation or removal shall be at the sole cost and expense 
of applicant. 

(5) Applicant shall furnish a map showing the location of the utility as requested by the permit. 
(6) No construction shall be pennitted across paved roadway. AI I faci lities must be bored. 

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS FOR APPROVAL: _ ___ ____ ___ _ _____ _ _ ___ __ _ 

ACCEPTANCE OFTERlVIS AND CONDITIONS: 

Pro ject Manager 
APPLICANT: David Yexley 
Director of Business Development & Special Projects 
Montana-Dakota Utilities, Co. 

FffiLD INSP ECTION 
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!5- J.l-j-)2 
PERi\tliT NO. __ /_ 

MORTON COUNTY 
UTILITY OCCUPANCY APPLICATION AND PERMIT FORM 

THE FOLLOWING APPLICANT IS HEREBY GRANTED PERMISSION TO INSTALL AND MAINTAfN THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRlBED FACILITY ON HIGHWAY RIGHT-OF-WAY AS SHOWN ON THE PLANS ATTACHED HERETO AND ~lADE A 
PART OF HEREOF: 

OWNER OF FACILITY: Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. PHONE NUMBER: 701.222.7900 ADDRESS: 400 North Fourth Street. Bismarck. ND 58501 

LOCATION OF FACILITY: :r.;44:l..th-'S""tr'-"e"""et,__ ___ QTR SE-11/NE-14 SEC. ll/l4 TWP. 138 N ROE. 82 W 

TYPE OF FACILITY: Installation of a 10-inch, Steel API SL X60 PSL2 epoxy coated, Natural Gas Pipeline. 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: MDU - Heskett Pipeline Project {Refer to map of crossing location) 

PER.l\1IT FEE $50.00 

INSTALLATION AND M •\TNTENANCE: Installation and maintenance of said facilit ies on highway right-of-way shall conform to 
the following provisions: 

( l) Upon construction, maintenance, relocation or removal of said facilities, any right-of-way scars shall be removed and the 
disturbed areas restored to original condition, including the reseeding thereof where necessary. Trenches dug within highway 
right-of-way shall be backfilled and compacted to a density equal to that of the adjacent undisturbed soil. 

Note: The aforementioned conditions shall be met within 60 days of completion oftl1e work requested. 
(2) All construction and maintenance work must be signed properly in accordance with the latest manual of Uniform Traffic 

Control Devices. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS~ Installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall be subject to the 
following terms and conditions: 

(I ) Installation, maintenance, relocation, and removal of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall be done in a manner 
satisfactory to, and subject to supervision by the County Road Superintendent for the County Highway Department. 

(2) Mm1on County shall not be liable for damage to said facilities resulting from reconstruction or maintenance of the highway. 
Applicant shall hold the County hannless for injury to persons or damage to property resulting from the location of said 
facil ities on highway right-of-way. 

(3) Applicant shall repair or replace highway structures and appurtenances, and any existing facilities located on, over and under 
l1ighway right-of-way, which may be damaged as a result of the installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway 
right-of-way. 

(4) Applicant shall promptly remove said facilities from highway right-of-way or from within a distance of 75 feet from center of 
road or section line when requested to do so by tlle County. Such relocation or removal shall be at the sole cost and expense 
of applicant. 

(5) Applicant shall furnish a map showing the location of the utility as requested by tlle permit. 
(6) No construction shall be permitted across paved roadway. All faci lities must be bored. 

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS FOR APPROVAL: _ ____ _ _ ___ ________ ______ _ 

ACCEPTANCE OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS: 

jlroject Manager 
APPLICANT: David Yexley 
Director of Business Development & Special Projects 
Montana-Dakota Utilities, Co. 

FIELD INSPECfiON 

0070 
IU:V. l l·9l f.1·93/6.96/11· 96111 ·200ll08·2007 
1:\ClerieoiiFORMS\0070 util ity occupancy app 08- 14·07.wpd 

DATE 

DATE: 5/08/2113 

APPROV~ 

COUNTY ROAD SUPERINTENDENT 
1 l DATE 



MORTON COUNTY 
UTILITY OCCUPANCY APPLICATION AND PERMIT FORlVI 

THE FOLLOWING APPLICANT IS HEREBY GRANTED PERMISSION TO TNSTALL AND MAINTAIN THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED FACILITY ONIIIGHWAY RJGHT-OF-WAY AS SHOWN ON THE PLANS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A 
PART OF HEREOF: 

OWNER OF FACILITY: Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. PHONE NUMBER: 701.222.7900 ADDRESS: 400 North Fourth Street. Bismarck. ND 58501 

LOCATION OF FACILITY: County Road 138 QTR NW-24/SW-13 SEC. 24/13 TWP. l 38N RGE. 82 W 

TYPE OF FACILITY: Installation of a 10-inch, Steel API 5L X60 PSL2 epoxy coated, Natural Gas Pipeline. 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: MDV- Heskett Pipeline Project (Refer to map of crossing location) 

PER1VIIT FEE $50.00 

INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE: Installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall conform to 
the following provisions: 

(1) Upon construction, maintenance, relocation or removal of said facilities, any right-of-way scars shall be removed and the 
disturbed areas restored to original condition, including the reseeding thereof where necessary. Trenches dug within highway 
right-of-way shall be backfilled and compacted to a density equal to that of the adjacent undisturbed soil. 

Note: The aforementioned conditions shall be met within 60 days of completion of the work requested. 
(2) All construction and maintenance work must be signed properly in accordance with the latest manual of Uniform Traffic 

Control Devices. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS; Installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall be subject to the 
following tenns and conditions: 

(1) Installation, maintenance, relocation, and removal of said facilit ies on highway right-of-way shall be done in a manner 
satisfactory to, and subject to supervision by the County Road Superintendent for the County Highway Department. 

(2) Morton County shall not be liable for damage to said facilit ies resulting from reconstruction or maintenance ofthe highway. 
Applicant shall hold the County harmless for injury to persons or damage to property resulting from the location of said 
facilities on highway right-of-way. 

(3) Applicant shall repair or replace highway structures and appurtenances, and any existing faci lities located on, over and under 
highway right-of-way, which may be damaged as a result of the installation and maintenance of said faci lities on highway 
right-of-way. 

(4) Applicant shall promptly remove said facilities from highway right-of-way or from within a distance of75 feet from center of 
road or section line when requested to do so by the County. Such relocation or removal shall be at the sole cost and expense 
of applicant. 

(5) Applicant shalt furnish a map showing the location of the utility as rt!quested by the permit. 
(6) No construction shall be permitted across paved roadway. All facilities must be bored. 

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS FOR APPROVAL: _ _ ___ _ _ ________ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

ACCEPTANCE OF TERl"\lS AND CONDITIONS: 

Project Manager 
APPLICANT: David Yexley 
Director of Business Development & Special Projects 
Montana-Dakota Utilities, Co. 

FIELD INSPECTION 
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IYl- ;)~-13 
PERlVITT No. __ _ 

MORTON COUNTY 
UTILITY OCCUPANCY APPLICATION AND PERMIT FOR.l\1 

THE FOLLOWING APPLICANT IS HEREBY GRANTED PERMISSION TO INSTALL AND MAINTAIN THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED FACILITY ON HIGHWAY RlGHT -OF-WAY AS SHOWN ON THE PLANS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A 
PART OF HEREOF: 

OWNER OF FACILITY: Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. PHONE NUMBER: 701.222.7900 ADDRESS: 400 North Fourth Street. Bismarck. ND 58501 

LOCATION OF FACILITY: County Road 82 QTR _ __,N'"""W"'--- SEC. __,2'-'-4 ___ TWP. 13 8 N RGE. 82W 

TYPE OF FACILITY : Installation of a 10-inch, Steel API SL X60 PSL2 epoxy coated, Natural Gas Pipeline. 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: MDU -Heskett Pipeline Project (Refer to map of crossing location) 

PERlVIIT FEE $50.00 

INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE: Installation and maintenance of said faci lities on highway right-of-way shall conform to 
the following provisions: 

(I) Upon construction, maintenance, relocation or removal of said facilities, any right-of-way scars shall be removed and the 
disturbed areas restored to original condition, including the reseeding thereof where necessary. Trenches dug within highway 
right-of-way shall be backfilled and compacted to a density equal to that of the adjacent undisturbed soil. 

Note: The aforementioned conditions shall be met within 60 days of completion of the work requested. 
(2) All construction and maintenance work must be signed properly in accordance with the latest manual of Uniform Traffic 

Control Devices. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall be subject to the 
fo llowing terms and conditions: 

(1) Installation, maintenance, relocation, and removal of said faci lities on highway right-of-way shall be done in a manner 
satisfactory to, and subject to supervision by the County Road Superintendent for the County Highway Department. 

(2) Morton County shall not be liable for damage to said facilitit:s resulting from reconstruction or maintenance of the highway. 
Applicant shall hold the County harmless for injury to persons or damage to property resulting from the location of said 
facilities on highway right-of-way. 

(3) Applicant shall repair or replace highway structures and appurtenances, and any existing facilities located on, over and under 
highway right-of-way, which may be damaged as a result of the installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway 
right-of-way. 

(4) Applicant shall promptly remove said facilities from highway right-of-way· or from within a distance of 75 feet from center of 
road or section line when requested to do so by the County. Such relocation or removal shall be at the sole cost and expense 
of applicant. 

(5) Applicant shall furnish a map showing the location of the utility as requested by the pennit. 
(6) No construction shall be pem1itted across paved roadway. All facilities must be bored. 

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS FOR APPROVAL: _ _ _ ________ ___ _ _ _ _ _ _____ _ 

ACCEPTANCE OF T ERMS AND CONDITIONS: 

Project Manager 
APPLICANT: David Yexley 
Director of Business Developmen t & Special Projects 
Montana-Dakota Utili ties, Co. 

FlliLD INSPECTION 
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IB- ~~-13> 
PERl'VllT NO. __ _ 

MORTON COUNTY 
UTILITY OCCUPANCY APPLICATION AND PERMIT FORM 

THE FOLLOW1NG APPLICANT IS HEREBY GRANTED PERMISSION TO INSTALL AND MAJNTAIN THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED FACILITY ON HIGHWAY RIGHT -OF-WAY AS SHOWN ON THE PLANS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A 
PART OF HEREOF: 

OWNER OF FACILITY: Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. PHONE NillviDER: 701.222.7900 ADDRESS: 400 North Fourth Srreet. Bismarck. ND 58501 

LOCATION OF FACILITY: County Road L38A QTR SW 25/NW 36 SEC. 25 / 36 TWP. 138 N RGE. 82 W 

TYPE OF FACILITY: Installation of a 10-inch. Steel API SL X60 PSL2 epoxy coated. Natural Gas Pipeline. 

ADDITIONAL COMN!ENTS: MDU - Heskett Pipeline Project (Refer to map of crossing location) 

PERMIT FEE $50.00 

lNSTA LLATION AND MAINTENANCE: Installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall conform to 
the following provisions: 

( 1) Upon construction, maintenance, relocation or removal of said facilities, any right-of-way scars shall be removed and the 
disturbed areas restored to original condition, including the reseeding thereof where necessary. Trenches dug within highway 
right-of-way shall be backfilled and compacted to a density equal to that of the adjacent undisturbed soil. 

Note: The aforementioned conditions shall be met within 60 days of completion of the work requested. 
(2) All construction and maintenance work must be signed properly in accordance with the latest manual of Uniform Traffic 

Control Devices. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS; Installation and maintenance of said facil ities on highway right-of-way shall be subject to the 
following terms and conditions: 

(I) Installation, maintenance, relocation, and removal of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall be done in a manner 
satisfactory to, and subject to supervision by the County Road Superintendent for the County Highway Department. 

(2) Morton County shall not be liable for damage to said facilities resulting from reconstruction or maintenance of the highway. 
Applicant shall hold the Cow1ty harmless for injury to persons or damage to property resulting from the location of said 
facilities on highway right-of-way. 

(3) Applicant shall repair or replace highway st111ctures and appurtenances, and any existing facil ities located on, over and under 
highway right-of-way, which may be damaged as a result of the installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway 
right-of-way. 

(4) Applicant shall promptly remove said facilities from highway right-of-way or from within a distance of75 feet from center of 
road or section line when requested to do so by the County. Such relocation or removal shall be at tht: sole cost and expense 
of appl icant. 

(5) Applicant shall furnish a map showing the location of the utility as requested by the permit. 
(6) No construction shall be permitted across paved roadway. AI I facilities must be bored. 

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS FOR APPROVAL:. _ _______ _____ __________ _ _ 

ACCEPTANCE OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS: 

Project Manager 
APPLICANT: David Yexley 
Director of Business Development & Special Projects 
Montana-Dakota Ulilities, Co. 
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!q- '36-13 
PERMIT NO. __ _ 

MORTON COUNTY 
UTILITY OCCUPANCY APPLICATION AND PERMIT FORM 

THE FOLLOWING APPLICANT IS HEREBY GRANTED PEfu.\1ISSION TO INSTALL AND fv1AINTAIN THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED FACILITY ON H1GHWAY RIGHT-OF-WAY AS SHOWN ON THE PLANS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A 
PART OF HEREOF: 

OWNER OF FACILITY: Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. PHONE NUMBER: 701 .222.7900 ADDRESS: 400 North Fourth Street. Bismarck. ND 58501 

LOCATION OF FACILITY: County Road 82 QTR._--'S""'W'-'--"""12=/=SE,_-_,_,ll~- SEC. 12/11 TWP. 137 N RGE. 82 W 

TYPE OF FACILITY: Installation of a 10-inch. Steel API SL X60 PSL2 epoxy coated. Natural Gas Pipeline. 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: MDU- Heskett Pipeline Project (Refer to map of crossing location) 

PERlVIIT FEE $50.00 

INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE: lnsta1lation and maintenance of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall confonn to 
the following provisions: 

( l) Upon construction, maintenance, relocation or removal of said facilities, any right-of-way scars shall be removed and the 
disturbed areas restored to original condition, including the reseeding thereof where necessary. Trenches dug within highway 
right-of-way shall be backfilled and compacted to a density equal to that of the adjacent undisturbed soil. 

Note: The aforementioned conditions shall be met within 60 days of completion ofthe work requested. 
(2) All construction and maintenance work must be signed properly in accordance with the latest manual of Uniform Traffic 

Control Devices. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall be subject to the 
following terms and conditions: 

( I) Installation, maintenance, relocation, and removal of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall be done in a manner 
satisfactory to, and subject to supervision by the County Road Superintendent for the County Highway Department. 

(2) Morton County shall not be liable for damage to said facilities resulting from reconstruction or maintenance ofthe highway. 
Applicant shall hold the County harmless for injury to persons or damage to property resulting from the location of said 
facilities on highway right-of-way. 

(3) Applicant shall repair or replace highway structures and appurtenances, and any existing facilities located on, over and under 
highway right-of-way, which may be damaged as a result of the installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway 
right-of-way. 

(4) Applicant shall promptly remove said facilities from highway right-of-way or from within a distance of75 feet from center of 
road or section line when requested to do so by the County. Such relocation or removal shall be at the sole cost and expense 
of applicant. 

(5) Applicant shall furnish a map showing the location of the utility as requested by the permit. 
(6) No construction shall be permitted across paved roadway. All facilities must be bored. 

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS FOR APPROVAL:. _ _ _ ____ _ ___ _ ___ _ _ ___ ___ _ _ 

ACCEPTANCE OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS: 

Project Manager 
APPLICANT: David Yexley 
Director of Business Development & Special Projects 
Montana-Dakota Utilities, Co. 
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~o- 35-13 
PERl\'IIT NO. __ _ 

MORTON COUNTY 
UTILITY OCCUPANCY APPLICATION AND PER1,1IT FORM 

THE FOLLOWING APPLICANT IS HEREBY GRANTED PERMISSION TO INSTALL AND MAINTAIN TilE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED FACILITY ON HIGHWAY RIGHT-OF-WAY AS SHOWN ON THE PLANS ATfACHED HERETO AND MADE A 
PART OF HEREOF: 

OWNER OF FACILITY: Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. PHONE NUMBER: 701.222.7900 ADDRESS: 400 North Fourth Street. Bismarck. ND 58501 

LOCATION OF FACILITY: 25°' Avenue QTR. _ __,S=E:....·l....,.l.:....:.INE-'-=--"--'14'--- SEC. 11/14 TWP. 137 N RGE. 82 W 

TYPE OF FACILITY : Installation of a 1 0-inch, Steel API SL X60 PSL2 epoxy coated. Natural Gas Pipeline. 

ADDITIONAL COMIVIENTS: MDU- Heskett Pipeline Project (Refer to map of crossing location) 

PERl'VIIT FEE $50.00 

INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE: Installation and maintenance of said facili ties on highway right-of-way shall conform to 
the following provisions: 

(1) Upon construction, maintenance, relocation or removal of said facilities, any right-of-way scars shall be removed and the 
disturbed areas restored to original condition, including the reseeding thereof where necessary. Trenches dug within highway 
r ight-of-way shall be backfilled and compacted to a density equal to that of the adjacent undisturbed soil. 

Note: The aforementioned conditions shall be met within 60 days of completion of the work requested. 
(2) All construction and maintenance work must be signed properly in accordance with the latest manual of Uniform Traffic 

Control Devices. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall be subject to the 
fo llowing terms and conditions: 

(I) Installation, maintenance, relocation, and removal of said faci lities on highway right-of-way shall be done in a manner 
satisfactory to, and subject to supervision by the County Road Superintendent for the County Highway Department. 

(2) Morton County shall not be liable for damage to said facilities resulting from reconstruction or maintenance of the highway. 
Applicant shall hold the County harmless for injury to persons or damage to property resulting from the location of said 
facilities on highway right-of-way. 

(3) Applicant shall repair or replace highway structures and appurtenances, and any existing facilities located on, over and under 
highway right-of-way, which may be damaged as a result of the installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway 
right-of-way. 

(4) Applicant shall promptly remove said facilities from highway right-of-way or from within a distance of75 feet from center of 
road or section line when requested to do so by the County. Such relocation or removal shall be at the sole cost and expense 
of applicant. 

(5) Applicant shall furnish a map showing the location of the utility as requested by the permit. 
(6) No construction shall be permitted across paved roadway. Al l facilities must be bored. 

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS FOR APPROVAL:. _ _ _ _ _ _________ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

ACCEPTANCE OF TERMS AND CONDJTIONS: 

Project Manager 
APPLICANT: David Yexley 
Dit·ector of Business Development & S pecial Projects 
Montana-Dakota Utilities, Co. 
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~)- 3~ -\ ~ 
PERlVIIT NO. __ _ 

MORTON COUNTY 
UTILITY OCCUPANCY APPLICATION AND PERMIT FORM 

THE FOLLOWING APPLICANT IS HEREBY GRANTED PERMISSION TO INSTALL AND MAINTAIN THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRJBED FACILITY ON IIIGHWAY RlGHT-OF-WAY AS SHOWN ON THE PLANS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A 
PART OF HEREOF: 

OWNER OF FACIUTY: Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. PHONE NUMBER: 701.222.7900 ADDRESS: 400 North Fourth Street.' Bismarck. ND 5850 !. 

LOCATION OF FACILITY: 5l'~e QTR SE-14/NE-23 SEC. 14/23 TWP. 137 N RGE. 82 W 

TYPE OF FACILITY : Installation of a 10-inch. Steel API 5L X60 PSL2 epoxy coated. Natural Gas Pipeline. 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: MDU - Heskett Pipeline Project (Refer to map of crossing location) 

PERIVIIT FEE $50.00 

INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE; Installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall conform to 
the following provisions: 

(1) Upon construction, maintenance, relocation or removal of said facilities, any right-of-way scars shall be removed and the 
disturbed areas restored to original condition, including the reseeding thereof where necessary. Trenches dug within highway 
right-oF-way shall be backfi!led and compacted to a density equal to that of the adjacent undisturbed soil. 

Note: The aforementioned conditions shall be met within 60 days of completion of the work requested. 
(2) All construction and maintenance work must be signed properly in accordance with the latest manual of Uniform Traffic 

Control Devices. 

TERMS ANJ) CONDITIOI\fS: Installation and maintenance of said facil ities on highway right-of-way shall be subject to the 
fo llowing terms and conditions: 

( I) Installation, maintenance, relocation, and removal of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall be done in a manner 
satisfactory to, and subject to supervision by the County Road Superintendent for the County Highway Department. 

(2) Morton County shall not be liable for damage to said facilities resulting from reconstruction or maintenance of the highway. 
Applicant shall hold the County harmless for injury to persons or damage to property resulting from the location of said 
facilities on highway right-of-way. 

(3) Applicant shall repair or replace highway structures and appurtenances, and any existing facilities located on, over and under 
highway right-of-way, which may be damaged as a result ofthe installation and maintenance of said fac ilities on highway 
right-of-way. 

(4) Applicant shall promptly remove said facilities from highway right-of-way or from within a distance of75 feet from center of 
road or section line when requested to do so by the County. Such relocation or removal shall be at the sole cost and expense 
of applicant. 

(5) Applicant shall furnish a map showing the location of the utility as requested by the pem1it. 
(6) No construction shall be permitted across paved roadway. Al I facilities must be bored. 

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS FOR APPROVAL: _ _________ _ _ _ _ ___ _____ __ _ 

ACCEPTANCE OF TER.IVIS AND CONDmONS: 

Project Manager 
APPLICANT: David YexJey 

Director of Business Development & Special Projec·ts 
Montana-Dakota Utilities, Co. 
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~~- 38-13 
PERMIT NO .. __ _ 

MORTON COUNTY 
UTILITY OCCUPANCY APPLICATION AND PERMIT FORM 

THE FOLLOWING APPLICANT IS HEREBY GRANTED PERMISSION TO INSTALL AND MAINTAIN THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRJBED FACILITY ON HIGHWAY RIGHT-OF-WAY AS SHOWN ON THE PLANS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A 
PART OF HEREOF: 

OWNER OF FACILITY: Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. PHONE NUMBER: 701.222.7900 ADDRESS: 400 North Fourth Street, Bismarck. ND 58501 

LOCATION OF FACILITY: 26th Avenue QTR_-----'>t.SE""'"-..::...34.!.!../~SW...ll--:-3:..::.5_ SEC. 34/35 TWP. \37N RGE. 82 W 

TYPE OF FACILITY: Installation of a 10-incb. Steel API 5L X60 PSL2 epoxy coated, Natural Gas Pipeline. 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 'MDU- Heskett Pipeline Project (Refer to map of crossing location) 

PERMIT FEE $50.00 

INSTALLATION AND M ATNTENANCE: Installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall conform to 
the following provisions: 

( 1) Upon construction, maintenance, relocation or removal of said facilities, any right-of-way scars shall be removed and the 
disturbed areas restored to original condition, including the reseeding thereof where necessary. Trenches dug within highway 
right-of-way shall be backfiHed and compacted to a density equal to that of the adjacent undisturbed soil. 

Note: The aforementioned conditions shall be met within 60 days of completion ofthe work requested. 
(2) All construction and maintenance work must be signed properly in accordance with the latest manual ofUnifonn Traffic 

Control Devices. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall be subject to the 
foHowing terms and conditions: 

(1) lnstaUation, maintenance, relocation, and removal of said facilities on highway right-of-way shall be done in a manner 
satisfactory to, and subject to supervision by the County Road Superintendent for the County Highway Department. 

(2) Morton County shall not be liable for damage to said facilities resulting from reconstruction or maintenance ofthe highway. 
Applicant shall hold the County harmless for injury to persons or damage to property resulting from the location of said 
facilities on highway right-of-way. 

(3) Applicant shall repair or replace highway structures and appurtenances, and any existing facilities located on, over and under 
highway right-of-way, which may be damaged as a result of the installation and maintenance of said facilities on highway 
right-of-way. 

(4) Applicant shall promptly remove said facili ties from highway right-of-way or from within a distance of75 feet from center of 
road or section line when requested to do so by the County. Such relocation or removal shall be at the sole cost and expense 
of applicant. 

(5) Applicant shall furnish a map showing the location of the utility as requested by the permit. 
(6) No construction shall be permitted across paved roadway. All facilities must be bored. 

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS FOR APPROVAL: _ _ _ ________ _____ _____ _ _ _ _ 

ACCEPTANCE OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS: 

Project Manager 
APPLICANT: David Yexley 
Director of Business Development & Special Projects 
Montana-Dakota Utilities, Co. 

FIELD INSPECTION 

0010 
!UiV. 11-9 1/4 ·9J/6-96111 -96/11-2001/0S-1007 
1:\C icricai\FORMS\0070 utmty occupancy opp 08-14-07 wpd 

DATE 

SIGNATUREV 
DATE: 5/08/2013 

APPROVAL: ~ , 
COUNTY ROAD SUPERINTENDENT 



State of North Dakota 
Office of the State Engineer 

900 EAST BOULEVARD AVE. • BISMARCK, ND 58505-0850 
701-328-2750 • FAX 701-328-3696 • http://swc.nd.gov 

June 18, 20 13 

Mr. David Yexley 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
400 North Fourth Street 
Bismarck, ND 58501 

RE: Application S-1 846, Proposed natural gas pipeline construction beneath the Heatt River 

Dear Mr. Yexley: 

Enclosed is your sovereign land authorization to install a new natural gas pipeline beneath the Heart 
River in Motton County. The pipeline will deliver natural gas to the Heskett Station generation 
plant north of Mandan, North Dakota. 

Specifically, the project will involve installing a 10-inch diameter steel natural gas pipeline beneath 
the Heart River via horizontal directional drilling. The drill will cross beneath Morton County Road 
139, the Burlington-Northern Santa-Fe railroad, and the Heart River. The drill will be a minimum 
of 8 feet beneath the bed of the Heart River. 

The project will occur in the NW Y.. NE Y.. of Section 25, Township 139 North, Range 82 West, 
Morton County. 

Also enclosed are copies of all the solicitation of views we received from other agencies on your 
project and a copy ofNDDH "Construction and Environmental Disturbance Requirements". If you 
have any questions or ifi can be of further assistance, please contact me at (701) 328-4949. 

SillVJt w~ 
Matt Lindsay, E.I.T. ~ 
Water Resources Engineer / 
Regulatory Section 

ML:ph/1625 
Enclosure 
cc: Shawn Williams, ProSource Teclmologies 

TODD SANDO, P.E. 
STATE ENGINEER 







Montana-Dakota Utilities Company Morton Co. 
NE1/4 Section 25, T139N, R82W Permit No. 81846 
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June 7, 2013 

Ms. Christina Bums 

Beaver Creek Archaeology, Inc. 

1632 Capitol Way 

Bismarck, NO 5850 1 

ND SHPO Ref: 112.()025C ND PSC MDU's "Heskett Station Natural Gas Pipeline 

Project Addendum: A Class Ill Intensive Cultural Resources inventory in Morton 

County, North Dakota" 

Dear Ms. Burns, 

We reviewed NO SHPO Ref: 112-0025C NO PSC MDU's "Heskett Station Natural 
Gas Pipeline Project Addendum: A Class llllntensive Cultural Resources inventory in 

Morton County, North Dakota." We concur with "No Histor ic Properties Affected" 

and "No Significant Sites determinations for this project, provided it remains as 

described and mapped in your above-referenced C lass III Inventory dated May, 2013. 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this project. Please include the NO SHPO 

reference number listed above in any further correspondence for these specific projects. 

If you have any questions, please contact Susan Q uinnell, Review & Compliance 

Coord inator 701-328-3576, e-mail: squinnell@nd.gov 

Sincerely, 

Merlan . aaverud, Jr. 
State Historic Preservation Officer (North Dakota) and 
Director, State Historical Society of North Dakota 

North Dakota Heritage Center • 612 East Boulevard Avenue, Bismarck, ND 58505-0830 • Phone: 701-328-2666 • Fax: 701-328-3710 
Email: histsoc@nd.gov • Web site: http://history.nd.gov • TIY: 1-800-366-6888 
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a Division of MDU 
Resources Group, Inc. 
Natural Gas Pipeline - Morton County 
Siting Application 

Case No. PU-11-680 

FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, AND ORDER 

July , 2013 

Appearances 

Commissioners Brian Kalk, Randy Christmann, and Julie Fedorchak. 

Daniel Kuntz, Associate General Counsel, MDU Resources Group, Inc. P.O. Box 5650, 
Bismarck, NO 58506-5650, on behalf of the Applicant Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 

Paul Sanderson, Zuger Kirmis & Smith , P.O. Box 1695, 316 North 5th Street, Bismarck, 
NO 58502-1695, on behalf of the Applicant Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 

Mitchell Armstrong, Special Assistant Attorney General, Legal Counsel for Publ ic 
Service Commission. 

Sara Cardwell , Public Utility Analyst, Public Service Commission . 

Bonnie Fetch , Administrative Law Judge, Office of Administrative Hearings, 2911 North 
14th Street, Suite 303, Bismarck, NO 58503. 

Preliminary Statement 

Under North Dakota Century Code (NDCC) § 49-22-07, a utility may not begin 
construction of a transmission facility in the state without first obtaining a route permit. 
The transmission facility must be constructed , operated, and maintained in conformity 
with the permit and any terms, cond itions, or modifications of the permit. 

On February 13, 2013, Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a Division of MDU 
Resources Group, Inc. (Montana-Dakota) filed with the North Dakota Public Service 
Commission ("Commission") a combined appl ication for a Certificate of Corridor 
Compatibility and Energy Transmission Facility Route Permit to authorize construction 
for a 24-mile 1 0-inch diameter natural gas pipeline in Morton County, North Dakota (the 
"Application"). Pursuant to NDCC § 49-22-07.2 and North Dakota Administrative Code 



(NDAC) Chapter 69-06-06, Montana-Dakota also filed a request for waiver of 
procedures and time schedules. 

On March 21 , 2013, Montana-Dakota submitted a supplemental fil ing providing 
additional information to the Commission clarifying that all residences along the 
proposed route are outside any city limits, copies of waivers signed to date, a 
discussion of no reasonable route alternatives, groundwater mitigation efforts and the 
Environmental Mitigation Plan. 

On March 27, 2013, the Commission deemed the Application complete and 
issued a Notice of Filing and Notice of Hearing, scheduling a public hearing on the 
application for May 3, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. CST at the City Commission Meeting Room, 
205 2nd Ave NW, Mandan, North Dakota 58554. The Notice of Hearing identified the 
following issues to be considered : 

1. Is the proposed facility of such length , design, location, or purpose that 
it will produce minimal adverse effects, or, does a demonstrable 
emergency exist which requires immediate construction and that 
adherence to the procedures and time schedules would jeopardize the 
utility's system? 

2. Will the location, construction , and operation of the proposed facilities 
produce minimal adverse effects on the environment and upon the 
welfare of the citizens of North Dakota? 

3. Are the proposed facilities compatible with the environmental 
preservation and the efficient use of resources? 

4. Will the proposed facility locations minimize adverse human and 
environmental impact while ensuring continuing system reliability and 
integrity and ensuring that energy needs are met and fulfilled in an 
orderly and timely fashion? 

On May 3, 2013, a public hearing was held as scheduled. 

On June 13, 2013, Montana-Dakota submitted a request to amend its 
applications for a corridor certificate and route permit to modify the pipeline corridor and 
route between Highway 1806 and the Heskett Station by moving the route , and 
correspondingly the corridor, approximately 35 feet south of the original location shown 
on Exhibit No. MDU-4 at the hearing. The relocation moves the pipeline route outside 
of the 500 foot avoidance area of twelve residences, including the one res idential 
landowner where Montana-Dakota was unable to secure a waiver, located along 381

h 

Street north of Mandan. The relocation does not affect any other exclusion or 
avoidance areas. On June 19, 2013, the Commission determined the amendment to 
the applications did not materially affect the applications and a rehearing in the 
proceeding was not required. 



Having allowed all interested persons an opportunity to be heard, and having 
heard, reviewed , and considered all testimony and evidence presented , the 
Commission makes the following: 

Findings of Fact 

1. Montana-Dakota is a Division of MDU Resources Group, Inc. and is registered to 
conduct business in the State of North Dakota. Montana-Dakota is a "utility" as defined 
at NDCC § 49-22-03(13) engaged in the generation and transmission of electric energy 
under the regulatory jurisdiction of this Commission. 

Size, Type, and Preferred Location of Facility 

2. The natural gas pipeline project ("Project") will consist of the construction of an 
underground 1 0-inch diameter, steel, natural gas pipeline, approximately 24 miles in 
length, originating at an interconnection with the Northern Border Pipeline system 
(Northern Border) near St. Anthony, North Dakota and terminating at a proposed 
electric generating facility north of Mandan, North Dakota. 

3. The purpose of the Project is to supply the natural gas fuel requirements for 
Montana-Dakota's 88 megawatt (MW) Simple Cycle Combustion Turbine (SCCT) and 
associated facilities (PU-11-631) which will interconnect with Montana-Dakota's existing 
electric system. 

4. The Project will utilize 1 0-inch diameter steel pipe and the maximum operating 
pressure will be 1 ,440 psi at a maximum discharge temperature of 114 degrees 
Fahrenheit. The maximum design flow rate is approximately 2,900 cubic feet per hour. 

5. Associated facilities to be constructed with in the Project area include: 
a. Town Border Station header; 
b. In-line inspection tool launcher/receiver; 
c. Mid-line valves; 
d. Odorizer; 
e . Cathodic protection; and 
f. Gas delivery station . 

Need for the Facility 

6. The Project is needed to provide natural gas to fuel Montana-Dakota's 88 MW 
SCCT electricity generator to be built north of Mandan, North Dakota near its Heskett 
electric generating station . The existing pipeline for transporting natural gas in the 
vicinity of the Heskett Station does not operate at a pressure and capacity sufficient to 
achieve the full output 88 MW SCCT. On April 11, 2013, the Commission issued its 
Order on Settlement in Case Nos. PU-11 -395 and PU-11-396 finding that the 88 MW 
SCCT project, including the associated natural gas pipeline, is a prudent resource 



addition to meet the needs of Montana-Dakota for electric generation capacity to serve 
its electric distribution customers and that the public convenience and necessity will be 
served by the construction, ownership, and operation of the 88 MW SCCT project. 

Study of Preferred Locations 

7. In its Application and supplemental filing , Montana-Dakota identified a Project 
corridor width of one mile, centered on the preferred pipeline route. Montana-Dakota 
identified a 400-foot-wide study area centered on the preferred pipeline route for the 
purpose of conducting cultural resource field surveys, biological, wetland field surveys, 
and other environmental field assessments. 

8. Montana-Dakota analyzed a number of routing alternatives and factors, including 
engineering, economic, safety, and environmental factors and landowner considerations 
to determine the most feasible route. 

9. Montana-Dakota contacted thirty-five federal , state, and local government 
agencies to notify them of the Project and to request their comments with respect to the 
Project. The following agencies provided written comments: 

a. U.S. Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service; 
b. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service; 
c. U.S. Department of Agriculture, North Dakota Farm Service Agency; 
d. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; 
e. State Historical Society of North Dakota; 
f. North Dakota State Water Commission ; 
g. North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department; 
h. North Dakota Game and Fish Department; 
i. North Dakota Department of Transportation; and 
j. North Dakota Department of Health. 

10. Montana-Dakota conducted a Class I literature search on the one-mile Project 
corridor. A Class Ill cultural resource inventory was completed on the narrower field 
study area. Additionally , environmental data collected included information on soils, 
land use, wetlands and water body crossings, noxious weeds, trees, saplings, shrubs, 
and protected species and habitats. 

11 . The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) concurred with Montana-Dakota's 
determination that no historic properties or significant sites will be affected by the 
Project. 

Siting Criteria 

12. NDAC Section 69-06-08-02 sets forth criteria to guide and govern the preparation 
of the inventory of exclusion and avoidance areas, and the corridor and route suitability 
evaluation process for transmission facilities . The criteria set forth in NDAC 69-06-08-



02 are classified as Exclusion Areas, Avoidance Areas, Selection Criteria , and Policy 
Criteria. 

13. Exclusion Areas must be excluded in the consideration of a route for a 
transmission facility . Exclusion Areas may be located within a corridor, but at no point 
shall such an area encompass more than fifty percent of the corridor width unless there 
is no reasonable alternative. A buffer zone of a reasonable width to protect the integrity 
of an Exclusion Area must be included in the siting of the transmission facility. 

14. Montana-Dakota identified four Exclusion Areas defined by NDAC 69-06-08-
02(1) existing within the one-mile Project corridor, including: 

a. A variety of cultural resources on file at the State Historical Society of 
North Dakota; 

b. The Heskett Power Plant Public Fishing Stairway, a county park; 
c. Roughrider Park, a municipal park; and 
d. A significant ecological community consisting of shrubland . 

15. The Project will not have a significant impact on Exclusion Areas defined by 
NDAC 69-06-08(1 ). None of the identified Exclusion Areas encompass more than fifty 
percent of the corridor width and none of the identified Exclusion Areas are located on 
the proposed route. 

16. Avoidance Areas may not be considered in the routing of a transmission facility 
unless the applicant shows that under the circumstances there is no reasonable 
alternative. In determining whether an Avoidance Area should be designated for a 
transmission facil ity, the Commission may consider, among other things: the proposed 
management of adverse impacts; the orderly siting of facilities ; system reliability and 
integrity; the efficient use of resources; and alternative routes . 

17. Montana-Dakota identified four Avoidance Areas defined by NDAC 69-06-08-
02(2) existing within the one-mile Project corridor, including: 

a. Historical resources which are not specifically designated as Exclusion or 
Avoidance Areas; 

b. Occupied residences and businesses within five-hundred feet of the 
proposed route; 

c. Reservoirs and municipal water supplies; and 
d. Water sources for organized rural water districts. 

18. The original route was within five-hundred feet of twenty-three residences and 
two businesses. Montana-Dakota procured waivers from all but one residential 
landowner and from both businesses within the Avoidance Area in accordance with 
NDCC § 49-22-05.1 and NDAC 69-06-08-02. By its amendment of the applications to 
move the pipeline corridor and route approximately 35 feet south of the original corridor 
and route between Highway 1806 and the Heskett Station , the pipeline route no longer 



lies within the avoidance area affecting twelve residences including the one residential 
landowner where Montana-Dakota was unable to secure a waiver. 

19. The Project will not have a significant impact on Avoidance Areas defined by 
NDAC 69-06-08-02(2). The historical resources, reservoirs and municipal water 
supplies, and water sources for organized rural water districts identified as Avoidance 
areas within the one-mile Project corridor are not located on the proposed route. 

20. A Class Il l cultural resource survey was performed and no new cultural resource 
sites were identified. The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) provided a "No 
Historic Properties Affected" determination , provided the Project remains as described 
and mapped in the survey. (SHPO Ref.: 12-0025) 

21 . In accordance with the Commission's Selection Criteria , a transmission facility 
shall be approved only if it is demonstrated that no significant adverse impacts will result 
from the location, construction, and maintenance of the transmission facil ity. 

22. The Project will not have a significant impact on the Selection Criteria set forth in 
NDAC 69-06-08-02(3) because any adverse effects on natural resources will be 
managed and maintained at an acceptable minimum. Once the Project is completed , 
Montana-Dakota will restore all disturbed areas. 

23. In accordance with the Commission's Policy Criteria, preference may be given to 
an applicant that maximizes benefits resulting from the adoption of certain policies and 
practices. 

24. Montana-Dakota has demonstrated its commitment to maximize the benefits of 
the proposed Project so as to meet the Policy Criteria set forth in NDAC 69-06-08-04(4) 
by designing and locating it's the Project in such a manner as to maximize operational 
efficiency and economic benefits while minimizing impacts on agriculture, extractable 
resources, health and safety, plant and animal life, communications , and the visual 
effect on the surrounding area. 

Measures to Minimize Impact 

25. Montana-Dakota has agreed to a number of steps to mitigate the impact of the 
Project as indicated by the May 3, 2013 Certification Relating to Order Provisions -
Transmission Facility Siting with the accompanying Tree and Shrub Mitigation 
Specifications. 

26. Montana-Dakota will implement various measures to protect the right-of-way 
(ROW) or mitigate the adverse impacts of ROW preparation and pipeline construction , 
operation , and maintenance on the human and natural environment. These measures 
include but are not limited to, utilizing low impact construction techniques in sensitive 
areas (horizontal directional drilling) , installing erosion and sedimentation control 
measures, and restoring the ROW as closely as possible to pre-construction conditions. 



Montana-Dakota will work closely with the landowners and applicable agencies to 
ensure proper restoration of the ROW is accomplished. 

27. Montana-Dakota will utilize Environmental lnspector(s) during construction and 
restoration activities to ensure environmental compliance throughout the duration of the 
Project. Environmental inspection activities will include monitoring compliance with 
permit requirements, inspection of erosion control and sedimentation methods, 
inspection of topsoil segregation procedures, compliance with stream and wetland 
construction and mitigation procedures and permits, spill response activities, inspection 
of water appropriation and dewatering activities and implementation of restoration plans. 
The Project contract documents will specifically address environmental compliance 
requirements and the construction contractor will be held responsible for mitigating any 
adverse impacts as identified by Montana-Dakota, applicable agencies, or landowners. 

28. The design, construction , and operation of the transmission facility will be in 
accordance with the United States Department of Transportation ("DOT") regulations 
governing the transportation of natural gas, as prescribed under 49 CFR Part 192. 

29. Montana-Dakota has an emergency response program in place for compliance 
with standards set by the DOT Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
applicable to its natural gas utility operations. Montana-Dakota's emergency response 
plan has been submitted to and accepted by the DOT. Montana-Dakota seeks input 
from local first responders in conjunction with the implementation of its emergency 
response program. 

30. Montana-Dakota's existing Emergency Response Plan will be applicable to the 
Project. 

31 . Montana-Dakota will participate in the North Dakota One-Call Excavation Notice 
System. 

32. Montana-Dakota will ensure that the regulator station constructed at the 
interconnection with the North Border pipeline will be located within an insulated, 
enclosed structure such that noise from the regulator will not exceed 55 decibels 
audible (dBa) outside the regulator station. A sound pressure level of 55 dBa is 
approximately equivalent to noise from a car that is approximately 100 yards away and 
traveling at about 40 miles per hour. Montana-Dakota will manage the sound level of 
the regulator station to below 55 dBa at the nearest noise sensitive area. 

33. The Commission finds there is no significant impact to noise levels generated at 
the regulator station and the noise at this level will have no discernible impact on the 
surrounding property. 

From the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Commission now makes its: 

Conclusions of Law 



1. The Commission has jurisdiction over this proceeding under North Dakota 
Century Code Chapter 49-22. 

2. Montana-Dakota is a utility as defined in North Dakota Century Code Section 49-
22-03(13) for the purposes of the Project. 

3. The proposed pipeline, and its associated facilities, is a transmission facility as 
defined by North Dakota Century Code Section 49-22-03(12). 

4. The location , construction , operation, and maintenance of the proposed 
transmission facility will produce only minimal adverse effects on the environment and 
upon the welfare of the citizens of North Dakota. 

5. The location , construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed 
transmission facility are compatible with environmental preservation and the efficient 
use of resources. 

6. The Project will m1nrm1ze adverse human and environmental impact while 
ensuring continuing system reliability and integrity, and ensuring that energy needs are 
met and fulfilled in an orderly and timely fashion . 

7. The Project is of such design and location that it will produce minimal adverse 
effects, as defined by North Dakota Century Code Section 49-22-07.2. 

8. It is appropriate for the Commission to waive those certain procedures and time 
schedules as requested in the Application and provided under North Dakota Century 
Code Section 49-22-07.2. 

From the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, the Commission 
issues the following : 

Order 

1. That Montana-Dakota's application for a waiver of procedures and time 
schedules be granted. 

2. That a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility be issued to Montana-Dakota 
designating a corridor for the construction , operation , and maintenance of the proposed 
1 0-inch, 24-mile natural gas pipeline and associated facilities in Morton County, North 
Dakota . For the purposes of the Certificate, the Corridor will consist of a 400 foot-wide 
area centered on the pipeline route for the length of the route. 

3. That a Route Permit be issued to Montana-Dakota granting authority to construct 
and operate the proposed 1 0-inch , 24-mile natural gas pipeline and associated facilities 



in Morton County, North Dakota as described in the Application as amended and at the 
public hearing. 

4. That the May 3, 2013 Certification Relating to Order Provisions - Transmission 
Facility Siting with the accompanying Tree and Shrub Mitigation Specifications be 
incorporated by reference and attached to the Order issued by the Commission . 

5. Montana-Dakota may encounter physical conditions along the route during 
construction which make compliance with certain of conditions of this Order infeasible or 
impractical or affected landowners may request modifications of certain of conditions of 
the Certification . Specifically, Montana-Dakota raised concerns regarding the specific 
language contained in the Certification Relating to Order Provisions regard ing 
paragraph 6 and the depth of the pipeline across undeveloped section lines. Montana­
Dakota may contact Public Commission Staff directly to discuss and obtain approval of 
any variance from the minimum pipeline depth under certain undeveloped section line 
requirements listed in paragraph 6 of the Certification. 

Randy Christmann 
Commissioner 
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