STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Otter Tail Power Company Case No. PU-12-24
2012 Renewable Resource Cost Recovery Adj. Factor
Tariff

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE BY CERTIFIED AND REGULAR MAIL

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
COUNTY OF BURLEIGH

Cara DeSaye deposes and says that:

she is over the age of 18 years and not a party to this action and, on the 23™ day of
March, 2012, she deposited in the United States Mail, at Bismarck, North Dakota, one
envelope with certified postage, return receipt requested, fully prepaid, securely sealed
and containing a photocopy of:

Order
and

Order Granting Trade Secret Protection
The envelope was addressed as follows:

Mr. Bruce Gerhardson

Otter Tail Corporation

PO Box 496

Fergus Falls MN 56538-0496

Cert. No. 7009 2820 0002 9237 5473

Cara DeSaye further deposes and says that on the 23" day of March, 2012, she
deposited in the United States Mail, Bismarck, North Dakota, one envelope by regular
mail, with postage fully prepaid, securely sealed, each containing a photocopy of the
same.

Pete Beithon

Otter Tail Power Company
PO Box 496

Fergus Falls MN 56538
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Each address shown is the respective addressee's last reasonably ascertainable post

office address.

Notdry Publ?

Subscribed and sworn to before me
this 23" day of March, 2012.

SEAL

GERALYN R. SCHMALTZ
Notary Public

' State of North Dakota

My Commission Expires Oct. 5, 2016




STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Otter Tail Power Company Case No. PU-12-24
2012 Renewable Resource Cost Recovery

Factor Adjustment

Tariff

ORDER
March 21, 2012
Preliminary Statement

On December 29, 2011, Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) filed an
Application for approval of its 2012 Renewable Resource Cost Recovery Adjustment
Factor under the company’s Renewable Resource Cost Recover Rider (Renewable
Rider).

On January 24, 2012, the Commission issued a Notice of Opportunity for
Hearing, which provided until March 7, 2012, for petitions to intervene and March 15,
2012, for receiving written comments or requests for a hearing. The Notice identified
the issue as what factor is necessary to provide a just and reasonable rate of return on
Otter Tail's Commission approved investment in wind farms for the service and
convenience of the public in North Dakota.

On March 9, 2012, Advocacy Staff analyst Mike Diller filed a staff response in this
case stating that he had reviewed the information filed by Otter Tail Power and
recommends that the commission approve the application.

No petitions to intervene, comments, or requests for hearing were received.

Having allowed all interested persons an opportunity to be heard, and having
heard, reviewed and considered all testimony and evidence presented, the Commission
makes the following:

Order
The Commission orders:

Otter Tail's 2012 Renewable Resource Cost Recovery Adjustment Factor is
approved.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
Kevin Cramer T Clark Brian P. Kalk
Commissioner Chairman Commissioner
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Otter Tail Power Company Case No. PU-12-24
2012 Renewable Resource Cost Recovery

Factor Adjustment

Tariff

ORDER GRANTING TRADE SECRET PROTECTION
March 21, 2012

On December 29, 2011 Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) filed an
application for a trade secret protective order under North Dakota Administrative Code
section 69-02-09-01 for protecting against public disclosure trade secret information as
defined by North Dakota Century Code section 47-25.1-01(4).

On March 14, 2012, Staff filed its Staff Response to the Request of Otter Tail
Power Company for Trade Secret Protection.

The information for which Otter Tail seeks protection includes cost information
contained in the calculation of Revenue Requirements on Otfter Tail's share of the
Langdon Wind Energy Center, the Ashtabula Wind Energy Center, and the Luvurne
Wind Energy Center.

Otter Tail stated that the information could have economic value to potential
vendors, contractors and suppliers who may desire to supply components of similar
projects in which Otter Tail may be involved in the future. Specifically, Otter Tail
indicated that potential suppliers could utilize the information against Otter Tail's
interests in the course of submitting proposals.

Otter Tail indicated that the confidentiality of the information indicated above is
being maintained internally by them. Otter Tail indicates that this information is not
disclosed to the public or to persons other than Otter Tail employees or authorized
agents of Otter Tail who need to know the information to fulfill their responsibilities in
connection with the project or to third persons pursuant to agreement to the maintain
the confidentiality of the information.

N.D.C.C. § 47-25.1-01(4) defines the term “trade secret” as follows:

Order Granting Trade Secret Protection
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“Trade secret” means information, including a formula, pattern,
compilation, program, device, method, technique, or process, that:

a. Derives independent economic value, actual or potential, from not
being generally known to, and not being readily ascertainable by proper
means by, other persons who can obtain economic value from its
disclosure or use; and

b. Is the subject of efforts that are reasonable under the
circumstances to maintain its secrecy.”

Further , North Dakota Century Code § 44-04-18.4(2) authorizes protection for
commercial, financial, proprietary, and trade secret information if privileged and if the
information has not been previously publically disclosed. N.D.C.C. § 44-04-18.4(1).
Commercial and financial information can be protected from disclosure if the information
has not been previously disclosed and disclosure would impair the Commission’s ability
to obtain similar information in the future or would cause competitive injury to the person
providing the information. N.D.C.C. §§ 44-04-18.4(2)(a) and 44-04-18.4(2)(b).
Proprietary and trade secret information can be protected when the information derives
independent economic value from not being generally known to or readily ascertainable
by other persons, and is the subject of reasonable efforts to maintain its secrecy.
N.D.C.C. §§ 44-04-18.4(2)(c) and 44-04-18.4(2)(d).

Staff stated in its March 14, 2012 response, that the information sought to be
protected by Otter Tail's application satisfies the requirements of the North Dakota
Century Code for protection of the information which was the subject of the application
for protection. Staff noted that the Commission’s process provides a means for
interested parties to review protected documents upon signing a nondisclosure
agreement.

Order
The Commission Orders:
Otter Tail Power Company’s application for trade secret protection is GRANTED.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Kevin Cramer ny Clark Brian P. Kalk
Commissioner Chairman Commissioner
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