STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
Minnesota Independent Equal Access Corporation Case No. PU-12-237

Switched Access
Price Schedule

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE BY CERTIFIED MAIL

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
COUNTY OF BURLEIGH

Cara DeSaye deposes and says that:
she is over the age of 18 years and not a party to this action and, on the 30™ day of
August, 2012, she deposited in the United States Mail, at Bismarck, North Dakota, one
envelope with certified postage, return receipt requested, fully prepaid, securely sealed
and containing a photocopy of:
Order Granting Trade Secret protection
The envelope was addressed as follows:
Mary Buley
Minnesota Independent Equal Access Corporation
300 South Highway 169 Suite 700
Minneapolis MN 55426

Cert. No. 7011 3500 0003 4574 5384

The address shown is the respective addressee's last reasonably ascertainable post
Subscribed and sworn to before me

office address.
U o
this 30" day of August, 2012.

A A ia”
: P Notafy Public
SEAL : _

GERALYN R. SCHMALTZ
Notary Public
State of North Dakota
My Commission Expires Oct. 5, 2016
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ORDER GRANTING TRADE SECRET PROTECTION
August 29, 2012
Preliminary Statement

1. Minnesota Independent Equal Access Corporation applied for trade secret
protection on May 15, 2012, pursuant to N.D. Admin. Code § 69-02-09-01 and
requested a protective order in accordance with the provisions of the N.D. Admin. Code.

2. The information identified by their application includes confidential support
documentation for its tariff filing. Specifically, Minnesota Independent Equal Access
Corporation is seeking protection “for [tjhe Company’s intrastate access services
demand (volume) provid[ing] competitors with detailed information regarding the
Company's scope of operations in North Dakota, and allows interpolation of the
Company's scope of operations in other states”.

3. Commission staff as required by N.D. Admin. Code § 69-02-09-03 have on July 31,
2012, made a prima facie recommendation that the information is a trade secret as
defined by N.D.C.C. § 47-25.1-01(4).

4. The information for which trade secret protection is sought is highly confidential
and of a propriety and financial nature and as provided in N.D.C.C. § 44-04-18.4, has
been kept confidential by Minnesota Independent Equal Access Corporation and would
be of advantage to competitors if not protected. :

5. If competitors had access to such confidential information, it could adversely affect
prices all to the ultimate disadvantage of consumers and customers of Minnesota
Independent Equal Access Corporation.

6. The Commission, in consideration of Staff's prima facie recommendation,
determines that the information is a trade secret as defined by N.D.C.C. ch. 47-25.1 and

5 PU-12-237  Filed: 8/29/2012 Pages:2
Order Granting Trade Secret Protection

Public Service Commission



N.D. Admin. Code ch. 69-02-09;
IT IS, THEREFORE,

ORDERED Minnesota Independent Equal Access Corporation is hereby granted
trade secret protection pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of N.D.C.C.
ch. 47-25.1 and N.D. Admin. Code ch. 69-02-09 for the information identified by the

application; and it is further

ORDERED that this order shall not constitute precedent for a determination of
entitlement to trade secret protection for any information upon any subsequent
application.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
27 DS 1S
Kevin Cramer Brian P. Kalk
Commissioner Chairman issioner

Case No. PU-12-237
Order Granting Trade Secret Protection
Page 2



