












































































817 Vandalia Street

Suite 100

St Paul, MN 55114▲
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Februan,' 9, 2012

Mr. Jeffrey Towner, Field Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
North Dakota Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926

RE; ONEOK Rockies Midstream, L.L.C. - Commercial Property Development
Federally Listed Species, USFWS Managed Lands, and Migratoiy Bird
Consultation

ONEOK Rockies Midstream, L.L.C. (ORM), a subsidiaty of ONEOK Partners, L.P.,
Tulsa, Oklahoma, is considering further commercial development of the property
adjacent to its existing Garden Creek Gas Plant. The parcel under consideration
is the 80 acre plot as depicted on the attached map. Currently the project under
consideration would be constructed during the 2"<^ or 3‘'‘* quarter of 2012 and
would require approximately 18 months to complete.

The development ORM is considering is located in the SE 1/4 of Section 35,
Township 151N, and Range 98W of McKenzie County, North Dakota. Aerial
photographs and topographic maps of the project location are attached.

The purpose of this request is to compile U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS)
comments on environmental topics that are relevant to the North Dakota Public
Seiwice Commission’s (PSC) siting requirements for Energy Conversion facilities.
On February 8*, 2012, E3 conducted a web-based consultation using USFWS’s
IPaC system. This request has been prepared to augment that effort and facilitate
a thorough project review.

Federally Listed Species Analysis;

The results of the search on Februarv' 9*’i, 2012 found the following:

Whooping crane {Gnis americana) - Endangered
Sprague’s pipit (Anthus spagueii) - Candidate
Piping plover (Charadrius melodus) - Threatened
Least tern {Stemula antillarum] - Endangered
Pallid sturgeon {Scaphirhynchns albus] - Endangered
Dakota skipper {Hesperia dacotae) - Candidate
Black-footed ferret (Mustela nigripes) - Endangered
Gray wolf (Cam's iupus] - Endangered
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ORM also understands that in North Dakota, the breeding season is typically
defined as occurring annually from Februar>^ 1 through July 15.

In recognition of these facts, ORM is considering construction during the 2“'* and
quarter of 2012 and maintain an active construction site through plan

commissioning and final restoration which is anticipated to occur approximately
18 months later. The proposed project schedule would take place during the 2012
breeding season, however is directly adjacent to the existing Garden Creek Gas
Plant. Migrants returning to this area have already encountered an active site
which ser\'es as a deterrent to breeding birds. ORM seeks confirmation that the
proposed measures adequately avoid and mitigate potential impacts to migratory'
birds.

E3 Environmental, LLC has been retained by ORM to provide environmental
consulting support for this project. Should you have any questions or require
additional information, please contact me at 651.282.0650 or
wmcarthv(i:<)go2e3.com.

Sincerely,

i

William F. McCarthy
Project Manager
E3 Environmental, LLC

Enclosures: Project maps - USGS topographic
Aerial photograph

U.S. 'WILDLIFE SERVICE
ecological SERVICES

nd field office

Project as described will have no significant
impact on fish and wildlife resources. No

m  7 'hrcaiencd species are known

^  project
DESIGN CHANGES ARE MADFPLEASE SUBMIT PLANS FOR REVIEW

cc; E3 Project Files

Date Jeffrey K. Towner
Field Supervisor

North Dakota - Minnesota - Wisconsin
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