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900 EAST BOULEVARD AVENUE, DEPT 770 • BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA 58505-0850
701-328-2750 • TDD 701-328-2750 • FAX 701-328-3696 •  INTERNET: http://swc.nd.gov

October 9, 2012

Rebecca Spring
ECI Electrical Consultants, Inc.

3521 Gabel Road

Billing, MT 59102

Dear Ms. Spring:

This is ip. response to your request for review of environmental impacts associated with the Basin
Transload to construct the THPP Zap Lateral Pipeline Project, which will consist of about four mile of
ght-inch diameter steel pipeline located in Mercer County, ND,

The proposed project has been reviewed by State Water Commission staff and the following comments
are provided:

ei

- There are no floodplains identified and/or mapped where this proposed project is to take place.
The project takes place in an unmapped county. No floodplain permits are necessary from
Mercer County relative to the National Flood Insurance Program.

- It is the responsibility of the project sponsor to ensure that local, slate and federal agencies are
contacted for any required approvals, permits, and easements.

- All waste material associated with the project must be disposed of properly and not placed in
identified flood way areas.

- No sole-source aquifers have been designated in ND.

There are no other concerns associated with this project that affect State Water Commission or State
Engineer regulatory responsibilities.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide review comments. If you have any questions, please call me at
701-328-4967.

Sincerely,

-m
■>

Linda Weispfenning
Water Resource Planner

VJLW:dp/1570
j  '

TODD SANDO. RE.
SECRETARY AND STATE ENGINEER

JACK DAJ.RYMPLE, GOVERNOR
CHAIRMAN





















RebeccaJ/V^Sgrii^

Rebecca W. Spring
Thursday, October 11, 2012 3:01 PM
'ApriLSimnor@fws.gov'

Crystal S. Kuntz

RE: Lignite and Zap Pipeline projects in Burke and Mercer Counties
Zap Pipeline Wildlife-DRAFT {100312).pdf; Final Zap Pipeline Wetland Delineation
Report_September 2012.pdf; Zap_Pipeline_20120927.zip; Lignite_Pipeline_20121008.zip

om:

aent:

To:

Cc:

Subject:

Attachments:

Hi April,

Please find my responses below.

Is a federal agency involved in permitting, funding, or carrying out the proposed project? I would assume there is a Corps
permit involved. , • , i j * j f

No federal finding is being used for either of these projects. A wetland evaluation has been conducted tor the
Zap project None of the wetlands identified were recommended jurisdictional. This recommendation is out for
review and concurrence by the ACOE. The Lignite project will run adjacent to an existing railroad nght-of-
way. A wetland delineation survey will be conducted along this proposed line next week. All jurisdictional
wetlands will be directionally drilled/bored from outside the wetland and/or bank limits m cooperation with the
ACOE restrictions eliminating the need for a permit.

And if there is a federal agency involved, could they provide me written designation for Electrical Consultants, Inc. (ECI) as their non-
deral representative for purposes of Section 7? (email is fine)
here is no anticipated federal nexus on these projects at this point in time.

2.) What kind ofpipeline is going to be constructed? Oil?
The pipeline for both projects will be an 8-in diameter steel crude oil pipeline.

Are wetlands going to be impacted? How does construction plan to avoid impacts to wetlands especially going through Knife

For the Zap project, there are no wetlands recommended as jurisdictional as part of a delineation study
conducted in September (see attached document). For those, if any, that may be identified along the Lignite
project, all jurisdictional wetlands will be directionally drilled/bored from outside the wetland and/or bank
limits in cooperation with the ACOE restrictions. Neither project is proposed to actually cross the Knife River
or Spring Creek. At its closest end point, the Zap Pipeline will be about 0.2-miles south of Spnng Creek and
about 1.6-miles north of the Knife River. A survey crew is planning on investigating the Lignite project area
next week.

L)

3.)

4 ) Also there are easements within the project area which you may already know about. Are you workmg within ROWs?
All right-of-ways are privately owned on both projects and have already been acquired for the purpose ot the
pipelines. For the Zap project, the right of way follows lines of land division and has been adjusted as required
by the landowners through negotiations. For the Lignite project, the acquired right of way runs parallel to an
existing railroad right of way. At one end the pipeline is expected to cross a railroad, but the necessary crossing
railroad permits are being obtained.

Just to expedite the process, would you mind providing me shapefiles for the two proposed pipelines so I can look up species
iformation on my GIS?
.)
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Please find attached zipped folders containing shapefiles for both of the projects. There is also a copy of the
field habitat assessment for the Zap project for your use/reference. The Lignite field survey is anticipated to
start next week. 1 will be happy to forward the reports for the Lignite project as well once they are available.

Let me know if you need any other information or if you have further questions.

Thank you.

Rebecca

^fUcc^ W.
Electrical Consultants, Inc.
"Engineering with Distinction"

3521 Gabel Road

Billings, MT 59102

Office; (406) 259-9933
FAX: (406) 259-3441
Rebecca.Springgeciblgs.co.m
www.electricalconsultantsinc.com

From: ApriLSimnor@fws.gov [mailto:ApriLSimnor@fws.gov]
Sent: Thursday, October 11, 2012 1:46 PM
“ >: Rebecca W. Spring

jbject: Lignite and Zap Pipeline projects in Burke and Mercer Counties

Dear Rebecca,

I am currently reviewing your letters dated October 1, 2012 and October 3, 2012, for the proposed Basin Transload, LLC. THPP
Lignite Lateral Pipeline in Burke County and the THPP Zap Lateral Pipeline Project in Mercer County, North Dakota. I have a few
questions concerning the projects if you do not mind addressing.

Is a federal agency involved in permitting, funding, or carrying out the proposed project? I would assume there is a Corps
permit involved.

And if there is a federal agency involved, could they provide me written designation for Electrical Consultants, Inc. (ECI) as their non-
federal representative for purposes of Section 7? (email is fine)

What kind of pipeline is going to be constructed? Oil?

Are wetlands going to be impacted? How does construction plan to avoid impacts to wetlands especially going through Knife
River and Spring Creek?

Also there are easements within the project area which you may already know about. Are you working within ROWs?

Just to expedite the process, would you mind providing me shapefiles for the two proposed pipelines so I can look up species
information on my GIS?

1.)

2.)

3.)

4.)

5.)

lank you in advance, and feel free to contact me via email or phone.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR WETLAND JURISDICTIONAL REQUESTS

A. Project Location and Background Information:

Project Name: Zap Pipeline
Nearest City: Zap

County: Mercer

State: North Dakota

Short Project Description: Construction of a pipeline.

Name of nearest waterbody: Knife River

Name of nearest Traditional Navigable Water (TNW): Knife River
Name of watershed or Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC): Knife (10130201)

Number of wetlands being considered in this cumulative analysis: 5
Approximately 1,77 acres in total are being considered in this cumulative analysis.

A table is attached that lists information for each individual wetland (number, location, Lat. /
Long, in degree decimal format, Cowardin wetland classification,  and acreage).

Maps of the project area showing the numbered wetlands are also included. Data sheets are
included when a Field Delineation is completed.

B. Review Performed for Site Evaluation (Check all that apply):

Office (Desk) Determination. Date:

Field Determination. Date: September 19, 2012X

C. General Information:

1. General Area Conditions:

a. HUC watershed size (specify acres or square miles): 2530 sq. mi.
b. Average annual precip. (inches): 15.04 in.

Source: High Plains Regional Climate Center. 2012. Climate Data for Zap
(1/1/1914-8/31/2010).

c. Average annual snowfall (inches): 29.4 in.
Source: High Plains Regional Climate Center. 2012. Climate Data for Zap

(1/1/1914-8/31/2010).

2. Biological Characteristics (Field Determination only, List applicable wetland numbers):
a. The wetland supports (use space below each to elaborate for applicable wetlands):

Riparian buffer. Characteristics (type, average width)
Habitat for:

Federally Listed species. Explain findings:
Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:

1 of 2September 26, 2012



other environmentally-sensitive species. Explain findings:
Aquatic/wildlife diversity. Explain findings:

D. Data Sources (check all that apply):

>L Maps, plans, plots, or plat submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant.
^ Data Sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant.
X U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas:
_USGS NHDdata.

X USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps.

X U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite scale & quad name: 1:24k Zap
X USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation: USDA-NRCS.

2012. Soil Survey of Mercer County, North Dakota.
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app.

X National wetlands inventory map(s). Cite name: USFWS. 2012. United States Fish and
Wildlife Service. National Wetlands Inventory.

http://wetlandsfws.er.usgs.gov/NWl/

State/Local wetland inventory map(s):
(National Geodectic Vertical Datum of 1929)

2L Photographs: X Aerial (Name & Date): Bing Maps (Accessed September 26, 2012).
or JL Other (Name & Date): Zap Pipeline Photos (Appendix B,

September 19, 2012).

100-year Floodplain Elevation is:

Applicable/supporting scientific literature:
Other information (please specify):

E. Additional Comments:
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Basin Transload: A Class III
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