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Courtenay Wind Farm, LLC filed with the FAA for a review of their preliminary layout on 
02/06/2013.  The FAA reviewed this layout and determined that all proposed structures would 
have no effect on aviation in the area (DNE).  Attached is an example DNE letter received for 
one of the Courtenay structures as well as the results from the FAA’s database provided in 
summary for the Courtenay Wind Farm.   
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Issued Date: 03/13/2013

Cody Jensen
Cody: Geronimo Wind Energy
7650 Edinborough Way #725
Edina, MN 55435

** DETERMINATION OF NO HAZARD TO AIR NAVIGATION **

The Federal Aviation Administration has conducted an aeronautical study under the provisions of 49 U.S.C.,
Section 44718 and if applicable Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations, part 77, concerning:

Structure: Wind Turbine 35a
Location: Courtenay, ND
Latitude: 47-07-12.60N NAD 83
Longitude: 98-37-39.22W
Heights: 1555 feet site elevation (SE)

499 feet above ground level (AGL)
2054 feet above mean sea level (AMSL)

This aeronautical study revealed that the structure does not exceed obstruction standards and would not be a
hazard to air navigation provided the following condition(s), if any, is(are) met:

As a condition to this Determination, the structure is marked/lighted in accordance with FAA Advisory circular
70/7460-1 K Change 2, Obstruction Marking and Lighting, white paint only - Chapters 12&13(Turbines).

It is required that FAA Form 7460-2, Notice of Actual Construction or Alteration, be e-filed any time the
project is abandoned or:

_____ At least 10 days prior to start of construction (7460-2, Part I)
__X__ Within 5 days after the construction reaches its greatest height (7460-2, Part II)

See attachment for additional condition(s) or information.
Any height exceeding 499 feet above ground level (2054 feet above mean sea level), will result in a substantial
adverse effect and would warrant a Determination of Hazard to Air Navigation.

This determination expires on 09/13/2014 unless:

(a) the construction is started (not necessarily completed) and FAA Form 7460-2, Notice of Actual
Construction or Alteration, is received by this office.

(b) extended, revised, or terminated by the issuing office.
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NOTE: REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF THE EFFECTIVE PERIOD OF THIS DETERMINATION MUST
BE E-FILED AT LEAST 15 DAYS PRIOR TO THE EXPIRATION DATE. AFTER RE-EVALUATION
OF CURRENT OPERATIONS IN THE AREA OF THE STRUCTURE TO DETERMINE THAT NO
SIGNIFICANT AERONAUTICAL CHANGES HAVE OCCURRED, YOUR DETERMINATION MAY BE
ELIGIBLE FOR ONE EXTENSION OF THE EFFECTIVE PERIOD.

Additional wind turbines or met towers proposed in the future may cause a cumulative effect on the national
airspace system. This determination is based, in part, on the foregoing description which includes specific
coordinates and heights . Any changes in coordinates will void this determination. Any future construction or
alteration requires separate notice to the FAA.

This determination does include temporary construction equipment such as cranes, derricks, etc., which may be
used during actual construction of the structure. However, this equipment shall not exceed the overall heights as
indicated above. Equipment which has a height greater than the studied structure requires separate notice to the
FAA.

This determination concerns the effect of this structure on the safe and efficient use of navigable airspace
by aircraft and does not relieve the sponsor of compliance responsibilities relating to any law, ordinance, or
regulation of any Federal, State, or local government body.

Any failure or malfunction that lasts more than thirty (30) minutes and affects a top light or flashing obstruction
light, regardless of its position, should be reported immediately to (877) 487-6867 so a Notice to Airmen
(NOTAM) can be issued. As soon as the normal operation is restored, notify the same number.

If we can be of further assistance, please contact our office at (816) 329-2525. On any future correspondence
concerning this matter, please refer to Aeronautical Study Number 2013-WTE-503-OE.

Signature Control No: 182707264-185281014 ( DNE -WT )
Donna O'Neill
Specialist

Attachment(s)
Additional Information
Map(s)
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Additional information for ASN 2013-WTE-503-OE

Obstruction marking and lighting recommendations for wind turbine farms are based on the scheme for the
 entire project.  ANY change to the height, location or number of turbines within this project will require a
 reanalysis of the marking and lighting recommendation for the entire project.  In particular, the removal of
 previously planned turbines/turbine locations from the project will often result in a change in the marking/
lighting recommendation for other turbines within the project.  It is the proponent's responsibility to contact the
 FAA to discuss the process for developing a revised obstruction marking and lighting plan should this occur. 
 
Obstruction lights, for those structures for which lights have been recommended, should be installed and
 operational once the structure has reached the height for which lights are required.  Lights Out NOTAMs
 (Notices to Airmen) are not intended to be a substitution for operational lighting during project construction. 
 
Synchronization is a critical component of the reduced lighting scheme.  If synchronization is absolutely
 not feasible until the project is completed, for aviation safety, it should be accomplished immediately upon
 completion of the final lighted turbine. 
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TOPO Map for ASN 2013-WTE-503-OE



« OE/AAA

    Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration - Off Airport

Project Name: CODY:-000229306-13

Project Summary : CODY:-000229306-13

Structure City, State Lat/Long Map Actions 7460-2 Received Latest Letter

22a 
Determined
2013-WTE-498-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 7' 11.69"
98° 38' 3.68"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

23a 
Determined
2013-WTE-499-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 8' 2.17"
98° 37' 57.61"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

25a 
Determined
2013-WTE-500-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 7' 37.43"
98° 37' 55.23"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

29a 
Determined
2013-WTE-501-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 7' 12.50"
98° 37' 51.44"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

30a 
Determined
2013-WTE-502-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 8' 2.13"
98° 37' 45.50"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

35a 
Determined
2013-WTE-503-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 7' 12.60"
98° 37' 39.22"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

36a 
Determined
2013-WTE-504-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 8' 2.02"
98° 37' 32.57"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

40a 
Determined
2013-WTE-505-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 7' 15.53"
98° 37' 27.60"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

44a 
Determined
2013-WTE-506-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 8' 2.12"
98° 37' 20.68"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

47a 
Determined
2013-WTE-507-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 7' 22.57"
98° 37' 17.39"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

50a 
Determined
2013-WTE-508-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 7' 33.57"
98° 37' 8.82"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

58a 
Determined
2013-WTE-509-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 8' 4.85"
98° 36' 49.14"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

60a 
Determined
2013-WTE-510-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 7' 34.64"
98° 36' 48.71"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

62a 
Determined
2013-WTE-511-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 8' 55.59"
98° 36' 43.86"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

65a 
Determined
2013-WTE-512-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 8' 5.07"
98° 36' 37.44"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

67a 
Determined
2013-WTE-513-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 7' 34.73"
98° 36' 36.07"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

68a 
Determined
2013-WTE-514-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 8' 58.64"
98° 36' 32.67"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

74a 
Determined
2013-WTE-515-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 8' 4.97"
98° 36' 25.45"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

101a 
Determined
2013-WTE-516-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 7.73"
98° 35' 23.61"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

107a 
Determined
2013-WTE-517-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 8.22"
98° 35' 11.45"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration - Off Airport https://oeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa/external/eFiling/locationAction.jsp?action=s...
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132a 
Determined
2013-WTE-518-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 9' 22.85"
98° 34' 11.50"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

1 
Determined
2013-WTE-519-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 13' 18.07"
98° 39' 57.16"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

2 
Determined
2013-WTE-520-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 51.06"
98° 39' 56.63"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

3 
Determined
2013-WTE-521-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 13' 19.80"
98° 39' 45.48"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

4 
Determined
2013-WTE-522-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 50.89"
98° 39' 44.30"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

5 
Determined
2013-WTE-523-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 13' 21.71"
98° 39' 33.79"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

6 
Determined
2013-WTE-524-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 50.85"
98° 39' 31.96"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

7 
Determined
2013-WTE-525-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 35.71"
98° 39' 17.85"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

8 
Determined
2013-WTE-526-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 8.70"
98° 39' 17.55"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

9 
Determined
2013-WTE-527-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 42.75"
98° 39' 8.26"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

10 
Determined
2013-WTE-528-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 35.43"
98° 39' 5.55"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

11 
Determined
2013-WTE-529-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 9.15"
98° 38' 57.32"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

12 
Determined
2013-WTE-530-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 42.49"
98° 38' 55.71"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

13 
Determined
2013-WTE-531-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 51.10"
98° 38' 43.19"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

14 
Determined
2013-WTE-532-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 43.57"
98° 38' 43.15"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

15 
Determined
2013-WTE-533-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 9.58"
98° 38' 34.87"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

16 
Determined
2013-WTE-534-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 54.57"
98° 38' 32.05"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

17 
Determined
2013-WTE-535-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 43.31"
98° 38' 30.59"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

18 
Determined
2013-WTE-536-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 10.43"
98° 38' 22.96"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

19 
Determined
2013-WTE-537-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 57.62"
98° 38' 20.70"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

20 
Determined
2013-WTE-538-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 58.96"
98° 38' 1.74"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

21 
Determined
2013-WTE-539-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 10.89"
98° 38' 2.55"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

24 
Determined
2013-WTE-540-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 33.52"
98° 37' 54.99"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

26 
Determined
2013-WTE-541-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 44.30"
98° 37' 53.18"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

27 
Determined
2013-WTE-542-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 59.21"
98° 37' 49.37"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

28 
Determined
2013-WTE-543-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 10.55"
98° 37' 50.34"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration - Off Airport https://oeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa/external/eFiling/locationAction.jsp?action=s...
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31 
Determined
2013-WTE-544-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 34.83"
98° 37' 42.75"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

32 
Determined
2013-WTE-545-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 43.83"
98° 37' 40.78"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

33 
Determined
2013-WTE-546-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 59.87"
98° 37' 37.22"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

34 
Determined
2013-WTE-547-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 10.82"
98° 37' 38.13"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

37 
Determined
2013-WTE-548-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 43.68"
98° 37' 26.68"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

38 
Determined
2013-WTE-549-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 5.39"
98° 37' 27.22"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

39 
Determined
2013-WTE-550-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 13' 3.20"
98° 37' 25.86"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

41 
Determined
2013-WTE-551-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 10.93"
98° 37' 25.70"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

42 
Determined
2013-WTE-552-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 10.61"
98° 37' 22.69"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

43 
Determined
2013-WTE-553-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 34.20"
98° 37' 19.35"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

45 
Determined
2013-WTE-554-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 13' 9.20"
98° 37' 15.32"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

46 
Determined
2013-WTE-555-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 44.07"
98° 37' 16.30"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

48 
Determined
2013-WTE-556-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 7.01"
98° 37' 15.04"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

49 
Determined
2013-WTE-557-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 10.83"
98° 37' 10.63"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

51 
Determined
2013-WTE-558-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 13' 12.23"
98° 37' 3.96"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

52 
Determined
2013-WTE-559-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 34.52"
98° 37' 4.19"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

53 
Determined
2013-WTE-560-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 29.14"
98° 37' 3.78"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

54 
Determined
2013-WTE-561-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 45.12"
98° 37' 4.35"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

55 
Determined
2013-WTE-562-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 8.88"
98° 37' 3.42"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

56 
Determined
2013-WTE-563-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 29.36"
98° 36' 48.32"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

57 
Determined
2013-WTE-564-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 13' 12.36"
98° 36' 47.10"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

59 
Determined
2013-WTE-565-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 8.60"
98° 36' 47.37"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

61 
Determined
2013-WTE-566-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 9' 23.00"
98° 36' 45.77"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

63 
Determined
2013-WTE-567-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 28.99"
98° 36' 37.38"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

64 
Determined
2013-WTE-568-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 29.32"
98° 36' 36.28"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

66 
Determined
2013-WTE-569-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 13' 12.69"
98° 36' 34.86"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration - Off Airport https://oeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa/external/eFiling/locationAction.jsp?action=s...
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69 
Determined
2013-WTE-570-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 9' 25.29"
98° 36' 28.82"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

70 
Determined
2013-WTE-571-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 39.30"
98° 36' 27.04"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

71 
Determined
2013-WTE-572-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 10.51"
98° 36' 26.07"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

72 
Determined
2013-WTE-573-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 31.67"
98° 36' 25.39"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

73 
Determined
2013-WTE-574-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 28.59"
98° 36' 24.05"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

75 
Determined
2013-WTE-575-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 13' 12.83"
98° 36' 22.62"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

76 
Determined
2013-WTE-576-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 9' 30.30"
98° 36' 18.68"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

77 
Determined
2013-WTE-577-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 33.98"
98° 36' 13.40"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

78 
Determined
2013-WTE-578-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 28.96"
98° 36' 11.80"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

79 
Determined
2013-WTE-579-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 13' 14.65"
98° 36' 10.64"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

80 
Determined
2013-WTE-580-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 41.96"
98° 36' 9.89"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

81 
Determined
2013-WTE-581-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 2.69"
98° 36' 7.98"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

82 
Determined
2013-WTE-582-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 10.61"
98° 36' 8.48"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

83 
Determined
2013-WTE-583-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 13' 45.83"
98° 36' 6.15"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

84 
Determined
2013-WTE-584-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 9' 27.48"
98° 36' 5.92"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

85 
Determined
2013-WTE-585-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 36.48"
98° 36' 1.42"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

86 
Determined
2013-WTE-586-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 29.33"
98° 35' 59.56"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

87 
Determined
2013-WTE-587-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 13' 17.57"
98° 35' 59.19"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

88 
Determined
2013-WTE-588-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 42.88"
98° 35' 57.92"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

89 
Determined
2013-WTE-589-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 2.65"
98° 35' 55.94"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

90 
Determined
2013-WTE-590-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 13' 46.12"
98° 35' 52.28"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

91 
Determined
2013-WTE-591-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 9' 24.91"
98° 35' 53.16"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

92 
Determined
2013-WTE-592-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 37.16"
98° 35' 49.45"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

93 
Determined
2013-WTE-593-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 13' 18.08"
98° 35' 46.95"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

94 
Determined
2013-WTE-594-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 13' 19.15"
98° 35' 34.97"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

95 
Determined
2013-WTE-595-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 13' 46.04"
98° 35' 31.47"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE
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96 
Determined
2013-WTE-596-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 37.10"
98° 35' 31.36"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

97 
Determined
2013-WTE-597-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 8' 32.95"
98° 35' 30.81"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

98 
Determined
2013-WTE-598-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 33.66"
98° 35' 29.60"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

99 
Determined
2013-WTE-599-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 7' 51.35"
98° 35' 29.27"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

100 
Determined
2013-WTE-600-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 13' 20.96"
98° 35' 23.26"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

102 
Determined
2013-WTE-601-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 13' 47.35"
98° 35' 19.57"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

103 
Determined
2013-WTE-602-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 37.23"
98° 35' 18.86"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

104 
Determined
2013-WTE-603-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 8' 33.59"
98° 35' 18.84"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

105 
Determined
2013-WTE-604-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 34.58"
98° 35' 17.40"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

106 
Determined
2013-WTE-605-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 7' 51.44"
98° 35' 17.25"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

108 
Determined
2013-WTE-606-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 38.82"
98° 35' 6.35"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

109 
Determined
2013-WTE-607-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 36.78"
98° 35' 5.65"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

110 
Determined
2013-WTE-608-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 8' 32.73"
98° 35' 6.48"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

111 
Determined
2013-WTE-609-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 7' 52.05"
98° 35' 5.32"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

112 
Determined
2013-WTE-610-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 39.45"
98° 34' 53.90"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

113 
Determined
2013-WTE-611-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 8' 33.50"
98° 34' 54.51"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

114 
Determined
2013-WTE-612-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 7' 51.81"
98° 34' 53.12"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

115 
Determined
2013-WTE-613-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 13' 12.49"
98° 34' 48.68"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

116 
Determined
2013-WTE-614-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 48.01"
98° 34' 46.50"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

117 
Determined
2013-WTE-615-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 2.06"
98° 34' 46.01"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

118 
Determined
2013-WTE-616-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 40.53"
98° 34' 41.93"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

119 
Determined
2013-WTE-617-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 8' 33.45"
98° 34' 42.41"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

120 
Determined
2013-WTE-618-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 7' 50.45"
98° 34' 40.73"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

121 
Determined
2013-WTE-619-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 13' 12.56"
98° 34' 36.44"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

122 
Determined
2013-WTE-620-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 47.10"
98° 34' 33.47"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

123 
Determined
2013-WTE-621-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 5.20"
98° 34' 32.23"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE
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124 
Determined
2013-WTE-622-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 8' 48.60"
98° 34' 33.64"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

125 
Determined
2013-WTE-623-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 47.58"
98° 34' 31.97"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

126 
Determined
2013-WTE-624-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 8' 58.35"
98° 34' 20.78"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

127 
Determined
2013-WTE-625-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 33.27"
98° 34' 16.77"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

128 
Determined
2013-WTE-626-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 8' 28.13"
98° 34' 17.65"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

129 
Determined
2013-WTE-627-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 9.14"
98° 34' 15.79"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

130 
Determined
2013-WTE-628-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 9' 43.65"
98° 34' 14.20"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

131 
Determined
2013-WTE-629-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 26.99"
98° 34' 13.42"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

133 
Determined
2013-WTE-630-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 8' 58.44"
98° 34' 7.81"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

134 
Determined
2013-WTE-631-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 10.83"
98° 34' 4.14"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

135 
Determined
2013-WTE-632-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 8' 28.53"
98° 34' 5.52"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

136 
Determined
2013-WTE-633-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 37.75"
98° 34' 3.18"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

137 
Determined
2013-WTE-634-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 9' 46.62"
98° 34' 2.94"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

138 
Determined
2013-WTE-635-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 10' 25.81"
98° 33' 57.95"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

139 
Determined
2013-WTE-636-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 12' 19.39"
98° 33' 54.80"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

140 
Determined
2013-WTE-637-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 8' 58.60"
98° 33' 55.74"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

141 
Determined
2013-WTE-638-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 34.88"
98° 33' 37.71"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

142 
Determined
2013-WTE-639-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 9' 48.12"
98° 33' 37.99"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

143 
Determined
2013-WTE-640-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 9' 48.25"
98° 33' 25.94"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

144 
Determined
2013-WTE-641-OE

Courtenay, ND 47° 11' 33.60"
98° 33' 22.69"

 Show Map Upload a PDF
Add 7460-2

DNE

Upload a PDF to the Project

Please upload a Wind Turbine Data file for your project. Click here to ensure the necessary information is included in your uploaded document.
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OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
3400 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

ACQUISITION, 
TECHNOLOGY 
AND LOGISTICS 

Heather Wayne 
Geronimo Wind Energy 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301·3400 

7650 Edinborough Way, Suite 725 
Edina, MN 55435 

Dear Ms. Wayne, 

November 2, 2012 

At your request the Department of Defense (DoD) Siting Clearinghouse has coordinated 
within DoD an informal review of you company's seven wind turbine projects. The following is 
a summary of the results of this informal review. 

The DoD Siting Clearinghouse also coordinated an informal review of the following 
projects: 

• Courtenay Wind Farm project, Stutsman County, North Dakota. The results of this 
review indicate that this project, as proposed, will impact training we conduct in military 
operation area Devils Lake East and military training route IR-678. I request that you or your 
designated representative contact the 5 OSS/A-3C, Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota, (701) 
723-2967 to discuss possible mitigation measures that would reduce or eliminate any adverse 
impact. 



It is my hope that we can reach agreement on measures that will mitigate potential adverse 
effects on military operations and readiness with minimum impact on the success of your 
projects. Your continued cooperation will help us preserve the operational, training, and testing 
capabilities of our nation's Armed Forces. 

Please note that this informal review by the DoD Siting Clearinghouse does not constitute 
an action under 49 United States Code section 44718 and that neither the DoD nor the Secretary 
of Transportation are bound by the conclusion arrived at under this informal review. Please call 
me at 703-571-9057 with any questions, and feel free to share this letter with any of your 
investors or community partners. 

Sincerely, 

u 
Milit !Assistant to xecutive Director 
DoD Siting Clearing use 
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Patrick Smith

From: Taborsky, Lawrence E. <ltaborsky@nd.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2013 3:37 PM
To: Patrick Smith
Cc: Wanner, Kyle C.
Subject: RE: Courtenay Wind Farm - Geronimo Energy Project

Patrick,  
I have received your info, and have asked the commission’s airport planner to put it on the top of his priority list.  If you 
don’t hear from us by March 1st, we have found no issues. 
Thanks for your perseverance to ensure that we received the information. 
Regards, 
Larry 
 
 

 
Larry Taborsky, Director 
North Dakota Aeronautics Commission 
PO Box 5020 
Bismarck, ND  58502 
(701) 328‐9650 
 
 
 

From: Patrick Smith [mailto:Patrick@geronimoenergy.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2013 2:44 PM 
To: Taborsky, Lawrence E. 
Subject: Courtenay Wind Farm - Geronimo Energy Project 
 
Larry, 
 
Thank you for talking today.  Our apologies on whatever mixup happened with the post of this letter, a scan of it is 
attached. Our many thanks for anything you can do to help move it through your review.  If any questions about the 
project come up please don’t hesitate to contact me, my information is below 
 
 
Best, 
 
Patrick 
 
 
Patrick Smith 
Dir. of Environmental Planning 
 
Phone: 952-988-9000 
Cell: 651-308-9823 



2

Fax: 952-988-9001 
Email: patrick@geronimowind.com 
 
Geronimo Energy 
7650 Edinborough Way, Suite 725 
Edina MN 55435 
 
 



























Courtenay Wind Farm 

FWS Coordination Meeting #2 

02/22/2013 

Bismark, ND 

 

AGENDA 

 

 

 

 Introductions/Reintroductions 

o Geronimo Energy Team 

o Courtenay Wind Farm 

o FWS Team 

o Tetra Tech Team  

 Tier 1 Assessment 

o Scope 

o Findings 

 Tier 2 Assessment 

o Scope 

o Findings 

 Tier 3 

o Scope 

 Migratory Birds 

 Critical Species 

o Review of fall work 

o Go Forward 

 Critical Species 

 Spring and Breeding Bird Surveys 

 Other Items 



Courtenay Wind Farm 
FWS Coordination Meeting #2 

02/22/2013 at 10:00 AM 
Bismark, ND 

Meeting Notes 
 

Page 1 of 4 
 

 
Attendees:

Geronimo Energy: 
Patrick Smith-Director of 
Environmental Services 
Jay Hesse-Courtenay Wind Farm 
Project Manager* 
Heather Wayne-Environmental 
Associate* 
Justin Pickar-Director of 
Development* 
(* by phone) 

 
USFWS: 
Jeff Towner 
Neil Shook 
Heidi Riddle 
 
Tetra Tech:  
Kate Schindler 

 

 
Materials:  
Attachment 1: Agenda  
Attachment 2: Geronimo’s Tier 1 summary 
Attachment 3: Tetra Tech Tier 2 report 
Attachment 4: Tetra Tech Tier 3 fall survey report 
 

 Courtenay Wind Farm (CWF) 
o Geronimo is developing CWF, a 200.5 MW wind energy project in Stutsman 

County, North Dakota;   
o Geronimo is a small Minnesota-based renewable energy company started in 2008;   
o Geronimo has developed 240mw of wind energy; 
o Geronimo is partnered with Enel Green Power, the second largest renewable 

energy developer globally; 
o Landscape of CWF is comprised mostly of row crops and wetlands; 
o Noted previous meeting and written communications from 2011 regarding 

Courtenay. 
 Tier 1 Assessment 

o Jeff noted that many developers do not perform an initial evaluation of 
development options; 

o Geronimo is committed to using the Land Based Wind Energy Guidelines 
(LBWEGS) to shape development of the Courtenay Project; 
 Tier 1 of Geronimo’s assessments looked at three alternatives selected 

because they were three opportunities Geronimo had for near term 
interconnection.  Near term interconnection is necessary for a project to be 
commercially viable.   

 Courtenay Project 
 Cleveland/Grayson project 
 Sheridan Hills Project 

 Geronimo referred to their table for more detail on their tier 1 evaluation; 



Courtenay Wind Farm 
FWS Coordination Meeting #2 

02/22/2013 at 10:00 AM 
Bismark, ND 

Meeting Notes 
 

Page 2 of 4 
 

 Service staff agreed that scoping projects to what was currently viable 
made sense; 

 Geronimo selected CWF due to an initial environmental assessment that 
involved habitat and species knowledge, including the information that 
FWS had provided on CWF and the other two projects. 

 Tier 2 Assessment 
o Geronimo contracted with Tetra Tech to provide environmental services to the 

project including performing a tier 2 and tier 3 assessment 
o TTI had provided their tier 2 report in advance of the meeting and reviewed basic 

methodology.   
o Discussion focused on piping plover review, FWS intends to provide the site 

photos and report to internal piping plover expert for review 
o FOLLOW UP – Call with FWS plover person regarding further habitat 

assessment for piping plovers 
 Tier 3 

o Scope 
 Migratory Birds 
 Critical Species 

o Review of fall work 
 Critical Species: 

 No Sandhill or Whooping Cranes observed in fall migration 
 No Piping Plovers observed 
 One species of habitat fragmentation concern (Northern Harrier) 

observed 
o Go Forward 

 Critical Species 
 Spring and Summer surveys 
 Bat Surveys 

 Service asked about assessing and addressing habitat fragmentation 
 Geronimo will evaluate and address in their BBCS  

 Threatened and Endangered Species 
o Importance of closely assessing the possible presence of threatened and 

endangered species as Courtenay Wind Farm moves forward 
 Also examine what that assessment will mean for the likelihood of take, 

both physical and in terms of habitat.   
 FWS Land-Based Wind Energy Guidelines 

o Incorporation  and full consideration of FWS Land-Based Wind Energy 
Guidelines into CWF’s biological studies and mitigative measures 

o FWS Habitat conservation plans are under development for whooping cranes and 
piping plover 

 Species-specific conversations with Geronimo and FWS 
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o Species-specific follow-up conversations regarding whooping cranes and piping 
plover may be appropriate 

o Whooping Cranes 
 Service staff remarked that early scientific data support the belief that 

whooping cranes will avoid and navigate around wind turbines. 
 At this time, Geronimo (in conjunction with TT) continues to assess the 

possible presence of whooping cranes and their habitat at/near CWF 
 Consider two judgments: 

 Potential for lethal take by turbine strike 
 Modification of wetland roosting habitat by turbines 

o Eagles 
 Geronimo is considering a detailed desktop habitat search, followed by a 

more in depth nest search 
 FWS Staff agreed that this is an acceptable methodology 

 FOLLOW UP – FWS may be able to provide information about and 
locations of known eagle nests 

o Bats 
 FWS not sure about bat data in CFW’s area, believes there are more bats 

in the Valley City/River area. 
 Not a lot of available data about North Dakota bat populations 
 GWE will plan on doing some baseline monitoring to understand bat 

populations and data in the CWF area. 
 FWS staff remarked that bats are probably a lower priority in this area 

than in other areas of North Dakota. 
 FWS and Geronimo are not sure if other North Dakota wind energy 

projects have filed bat-related reports with the PSC. 
 Mitigative measures 

o Compensatory mitigation may be a viable option, especially when adjusting for a 
habitat modification affect. 

o FWS has examples projects to share regarding compensatory mitigation 
o Basin Electric’s Minot project worked in conjunction with the North Dakota 

Natural Resources Trust, which in turns coordinates with the FWS 
  Habitat fragmentation and mitigation 

o FWS would like to understand potential for fragmentation, and recommends 
avoiding impacts if possible, or mitigation if avoidance is not possible 

o Will further discuss how Geronimo plans to address habitat fragmentation 
o Northern Harrier and Sedge Wren are species of habitat fragmentation concern 

that likely occur within the Project Area based on the habitat observed during the 
Tier 2 site visit 

o Geronimo provided land cover maps based on publicly available data.  No ground 
trothing has occurred yet.   

 Land Ownership and Easements 
o FWS does not have fee title at this time within CWF 
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 As of the time of writing, FWS’ current land interests in CWF are wetland 
easements 

 Potential coordination with FWS regarding the construction of roads that 
could affect FWS related wetlands and waters. 

 Temporary impacts versus permanent impacts 
o Geronimo tries to avoid permanent impacts from a design standpoint 
o Service staff acknowledged that temporary impacts that stay within a road right-

of-way are generally not an issue 
 Permanent impacts may initiate an exchange process for easements 

 Wetlands 
o FWS may have some helpful maps (Exhibit A to Wetland Easements), but the 

maps do not delineate the wetlands 
o FWS generally relies on the company or the company’s consultants for 

delineations 
o When turbine sites are better known by CWF, FWS would be willing to walk the 

site with Geronimo or TTI to help identify wetlands 
o FOLLOW UP – Spring Wetland Review on parcels that both Courtenay and FWS 

have easements. 
 Power Purchase Agreement 

o Various interested parties 
o Geronimo is confident, believes CWF is a very real project 
o FWS likes to gauge how much time to invest in a project 
o Ideally start minimal construction in late 2013, and ramp up construction in April 

2014 
o Discussion of the requirements of the expiring production tax credit 

 Breeding bird study methodology 
o Typically the methodology is determined by the individual company or their 

consultant.  This is acceptable. 
 Transmission Line 

o Geronimo will be studying the area around the transmission line associated with 
CWF 

o Transmission line route is not finalized at this time, land acquisition efforts are 
still active 

o Transmission line marking  
 FWS Staff remarked that they usually leave the decision of what markers 

to use up to the company.  Does not usually recommend specific line 
marking equipment. 

 WAPA may be issuing a study regarding the effectiveness or various 
marking equipment, if FWS receives this they will forward it on.   
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Patrick Smith

From: Patrick Smith
Sent: Monday, April 08, 2013 5:44 PM
To: Heidi Riddle
Cc: Heather L. Wayne; Gorman, Kim; Schindler, Kate
Subject: RE: Meeting Follow Up
Attachments: C1-Courtenay Whooping Crane Likelihood Assessment.pdf

Hi Heidi, 
 
Attached is the Whooping Crane habitat assessment for Courtenay.   
 
Patrick Smith 
Director of Env. Planning 
 
Phone: 952-988-9000 
Fax: 952-988-9001 
Email: patrick@geronimoenergy.com 
 
 
Geronimo Energy 
7650 Edinborough Way, Suite 725 
Edina MN 55435 
 

From: Patrick Smith  
Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2013 8:38 PM 
To: Heidi Riddle 
Cc: Heather L. Wayne; Gorman, Kim; Schindler, Kate 
Subject: Re: Meeting Follow Up 
 
Great, thanks Heidi.  Please let us know if the service has any additional thoughts; as soon as the roads clear we are 
going to get out there.  

On Mar 18, 2013, at 4:32 PM, "Heidi Riddle" <heidi_riddle@fws.gov> wrote: 

Patrick, 
  
Thank you for the responses to my questions. I talked with Carol Aron, our piping plover biologist, and 
she indicated that as long as your existing surveys clearly demonstrate that the wetlands within the wind 
farm footprint are marginal at best, she does not have any additional recommendations for surveys. I 
would just caution that wetland conditions at the time of the surveys should be considered - could wetter 
or drier conditions yield different suitability, ie, more shoreline, less vegetation? Meaning that unsuitable 
conditions this year may become more suitable at some point throughout the life of the project.  
  
Thanks and let me know if you have any questions, 
Heidi 
  

From: Patrick Smith [mailto:Patrick@geronimoenergy.com]  
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2013 2:22 PM 
To: Heidi Riddle 
Cc: Heather L. Wayne; Gorman, Kim; Schindler, Kate 
Subject: RE: Meeting Follow Up 
  
Hi Heidi, 
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Thanks for the follow up and the check of the service database!  I’ve put answers to your questions are 
below in green, after reading through them please let me know if you have any edits to the 
minutes.  Regarding the Plover issue – we plan on being out on site in the very near future and want to 
be able incorporate your plover expert’s thoughts into our surveys; because it is a tight time frame with 
spring migration and the project’s development schedule we could get into a situation where feedback 
is received too late to be of use.  As of now we will proceed with the information we have at hand but if 
we are to incorporate her comments we will need them in the next week to week and a half, would it be 
okay if we followed up with her directly?   
  
Best Regards, 
  
Patrick 
  
Patrick Smith 
Director of Env. Planning 
  
Phone: 952-988-9000 
Cell: 651-308-9823 
Fax: 952-988-9001 
Email: patrick@geronimowind.com 
  
Geronimo Energy 
7650 Edinborough Way, Suite 725 
Edina MN 55435 
  
  

From: Heidi Riddle [mailto:heidi_riddle@fws.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2013 12:29 PM 
To: Patrick Smith 
Cc: Heather L. Wayne; Gorman, Kim; Schindler, Kate 
Subject: RE: Meeting Follow Up 
  
Hi Patrick, 
  
I scanned the meeting notes quickly, and I did notice a couple of things that I thought we discussed – 
Was Geronimo/TetraTech going to provide us with a landcover map/assessment? This is included in the 
Tier 2 report, please let us know if you have any questions about it. Also, the whooping crane habitat 
assessment?  We are waiting on data from the Service regarding the 2011 and 2012 migrations to 
complete the report, once it is complete we will send it along.  The Service office we are waiting on is not 
your office but if you have access to the data and can share it that would speed things along. 
  
Your eagle nest survey protocol references the 2011 Draft Eagle Conservation Plan Guidance as the 
source for selecting a 2-mile buffer, but the Guidance document recommends site-specific surveys on 
and within 10 miles of the project footprint, so I’m wondering about the discrepancy?  Page 12 of the 
DECPG indicate that other approaches may be acceptable and evaluated on a case‐by‐case basis.  A 10‐
mile distance is used “because the Service has defined the area nesting population for golden eagles to 
be the ‘number of pairs of golden eagles known to have a nesting attempt during the preceding 12 
months within a 10‐mile radius of a golden eagle nest.” Golden eagles are not anticipated to occur 
within the Project Area based on their range 
(http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/resource/literatr/grasbird/goea/goea.htm).  Because of these reasons and 
because the site lacks any of the features identified in Appendix D that are identified as risk factors (i.e. 
topographic features that are conducive to soaring and/or create potential flight corridors, proximity to 
potential foraging sites, and presence of perch structures or roost sites) it was our opinion that a 10 mile 
search area would not add value to our understanding of the sites biology.  Confirming this you note the 
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Service doesn’t have any records of nests in a 10 mile radius and, while not comprehensive, the 
geographic area you are searching would likely include service land and easements for which I anticipate 
the service would have recorded nests if nests were present.  We are always open to additional 
information but right now we want to focus our limited resources on surveys that add significant value 
to the assessment of the site; a 10 mile search radius is something we don’t see as justified in this case 
based on the information I’ve highlighted. 
  
As a follow-up item, I said I would review our eagle database. According to the database, there are no 
known eagle nests within 10 miles of your project footprint. 
  
I have also followed up with the plover biologist, but I cannot give a timeframe for her feedback at this 
point. I’ll contact you if she needs additional information or if a conference call might be necessary. 
  
Regards, 
Heidi 
  

From: Patrick Smith [mailto:Patrick@geronimoenergy.com]  
Sent: Friday, March 08, 2013 3:42 PM 
To: Heidi Riddle (heidi_riddle@fws.gov) 
Cc: Heather L. Wayne; Gorman, Kim (Kim.Gorman@tetratech.com); Schindler, Kate 
(Kathleen.Schindler@tetratech.com) 
Subject: Meeting Follow Up 
  
Hi Heidi, 
  
Thanks again for the meeting.  Attached are the minutes we have from it, let me know if we missed 
anything.  I’m also attaching the draft stick nest survey protocol, it is essentially what we talked about in 
our meeting.  We will be implementing it in the next couple weeks unless you have any additional 
comments or recommendations on it.  One item we want to follow up on before we hit the ground in 
the spring is connecting with the person who handles piping plovers in your office, would you be able to 
connect us with them?   
  
Bet Regards, 
  
Patrick 
  
Patrick Smith 
Director of Env. Planning 
  
Phone: 952-988-9000 
Fax: 952-988-9001 
Email: patrick@geronimowind.com 
  
  
Geronimo Energy 
7650 Edinborough Way, Suite 725 
Edina MN 55435 
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Ms. Heidi Riddle  

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  

3425 Miriam Avenue 

Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 

 

 

Subject: Proposed Eagle Nest Survey Protocol 

 Courtenay Wind Farm Project – Stutsman County, North Dakota 

 

 

Dear Ms. Riddle: 

 

Tetra Tech has been contracted by Geronimo Energy (GE) to provide environmental support for their 

proposed Courtenay Wind Farm project in Stutsman County, North Dakota (the Project).  The Project is 

located approximately 15 miles north of the Jamestown, North Dakota in northeast Stutsman County and 

will consist of approximately 120 turbines. 

Geronimo is committed to environmental due diligence and intends to conduct eagle nest surveys of the 

Project Area (the area were Project facilities will be developed), proposed transmission line route, and a 

buffer area per recommendations in your March, 18, 2011 review of the Project.  Because the breeding 

range of the golden eagle does not extend into Stutsman County, the survey will focus on identifying bald 

eagle nests.  The area that will be evaluated will include the Project Area, proposed transmission line 

route, and a two-mile buffer of each.  A two-mile buffer was chosen based on research of bald eagle 

territory size cited within the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Draft Eagle Conservation Plan Guidance.  

Aerial photographs from 2012 will be reviewed to identify potential bald eagle nesting habitat within the 

evaluation area.  A biologist will conduct field reconnaissance of areas containing potential nesting 

habitat from the nearest public right-of-way using binoculars and a spotting scope.  The field 

reconnaissance will be conducted in the spring before deciduous trees have leafed out to allow visibility 

of nests.  If bald eagle nests are identified, the biologist will record the location of the nests and take 

photographs of the nests.  Other raptor nests, such as red-tailed hawk nests, will also be recorded.  The 

biologist will use a standardized data collection form to record species, activity status, nest height, nest 

condition, nest substrate and other relevant data for the nest.  The results of the nest survey will be 

compiled within the Tier 3 spring avian survey report, which will be provided to your office for review. 
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Geronimo would appreciate your review of the protocol described above and a response indicating your 

approval of the protocol.  If you have questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact 

me at 612-643-2240. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Kate Schindler 

Biologist 

kate.schindler@tetratech.com 

 

Enclosures:  Figure 1 – Project Area, Transmission Line Route, and Two-mile Buffer 

  

CC:  Patrick Smith – Geronimo Energy 
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Figure 1 - Proposed Stick Nest Survey Area
Courtenay Wind Farm Project

Stutsman County, North Dakota

Source:  Map adapted from data provided by ArcGIS Server: USA Topos and Project Area and Proposed Transmission Line data provided by Geronimo Energy.3/
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