


CERTIFICATE OF MERGER OF DOMESTIC
CORPORATIONS

INTO

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the
State of North Dakota, hereby certifies that
Articles of Merger of CONSOLIDATED TELCOM, INC.
into

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE
a domestic corporation, duly signed and verified
pursuant to North Dakota statutes governing a North
Dakota COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, have been received
in this office and are found to conform to law.

ACCORDINGLY the undersigned, as such Secretary
of State, and by virtue of the authority vested in
him by law, hereby issues this Certificate of
Merger of CONSOLIDATED TELCOM, INC. into

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE-)
who then changed it's name to CONSOLIDATED TELCOM.
Effective date of merger: December 31, 1999

Issued: December 16, 1999

zkz
Alvin A. Jaeger
Secretary of State

State of North Dakota
SECRETARY OF STATE

V

I
U

..



Public Service Commission

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Registration

Second Reissued Certificate Number 393

This is to certify that Consolidated Telcom, is registered to
provide statewide local and interexchange private line
telecommunications services with facilities in North Dakota.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-2013-00-536
and is subject to the conditions and limitations noted in North
Dakota Administrative Code, Section 69-09-05-04.

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 25, 2000

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

1I77./%
Ex utive Secretary	 ommissioner

5	 PU-2013-00-536	 Pages: 1

2nd Reissued Certificate of Registration
# 393
by Public Service Commission
10/2512000	 CC: Comm Legal Illona..



EkQutive Secretary

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Registration

Certificate Number 393

This is to certify that Consolidated Telephone Cooperative is registered to

provide statewide local and interexchange private line telecommunications

services with facilities in North Dakota.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-419-89-390, and is subject to

the conditions and limitations noted in the Order dated April 17, 1990.

Bismarck, North Dakota, December 31, 1996.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

38 FU-4	 ;-9O	 I pae5

12/31 155
Public Service CornmleEJOfl
Certificat e No. 595



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Third Reissued Certificate Number 3427

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for Consolidated Telcom, a telecommunications

public utility, to provide local exchange telecommunications services

inside the Bowman, North Dakota local exchange area.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-2013-00-536 and is

conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom securing the franchise or other

authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the exercise

of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 25, 2000.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

(^ I 774
Ex6ofiive Secretary

_	
A

4

10	 PU-2013-00-536	 Pages: 1

3rd Reissued Certificate of PC&N # 3427

by Public Service Commission
10/25/2000	 CC: Comm Legal lilona.
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EiceJiiive Secretary

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Third Reissued Certificate Number 3461

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for Consolidated Telcom, a telecommunications

public utility, to provide local exchange telecommunications services

inside the Hettinger, North Dakota local exchange area.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-2013-00-536 and is

conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom securing the franchise or other

authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the exercise

of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 25, 2000.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

9	 PU-201 3-00-536	 Pages: 1

3rd Reissued Certificate of PC&N # 3461

by Public Service Commission
10125/2000	 CC: Comm Legal Illona.
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Exc4iice Secretary

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Third Reissued Certificate Number 3466

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for Consolidated Telcom, a telecommunications

public utility, to provide local exchange telecommunications services

inside the Killdeer, North Dakota local exchange area.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-2013-00-536 and is

conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom securing the franchise or other

authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the exercise

of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 25, 2000.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

S	 PU-2013-00-536	 Pages: 1

3rd Reissued Certificate of PC&N # 3466

by Public Service Commission
10/25/2000	 CC: Comm Legal Illona..



&1171iI%Exe i'e Secretary

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Third Reissued Certificate Number 3487

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for Consolidated Telcom, a telecommunications

public utility, to provide local exchange tee/communications services

inside the Mott, North Dakota local exchange area.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-2013-00-536 and is

conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom securing the franchise or other

authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the exercise

of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 25, 2000.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

7	 PU-2013-00-536	 Pages: 1

3rd Reissued Certificate of PC&N # 3487

by Public Service Commission
10/25/2000	 CC: Comm Legal Illona
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Exe tive Secretary

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Third Reissued Certificate Number 3490

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for Consolidated Telcom, a telecommunications

public utility, to provide local exchange telecommunications services

inside the New England, North Dakota local exchange area.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-2013-00-536 and is

conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom securing the franchise or other

authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the exercise

of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 25, 2000.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

6	 PU-2013-00-536	 Pages: 1

3rd Reissued Certificate of PC&N # 3490

by Public Service Commission
10/25/2000	 CC: Comm Legal lllona..
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Exe'çttive Secretary

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

First Reissued Certificate Number 437

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for the construction and operation of a telephone facilities

in parts of Billings, Mckenzie, Slope, Adams and Hettinger Counties, North

Dakota, by Consolidated Telcom. This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-2013-

00-536 and is subject to the conditions and limitations in the order of this

Commission dated December 30, 1960 in Case No. 6058.

This certificate is conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom securing the

consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal

or other public authority for the exercise of these rights and privileges

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 25, 2000.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

4	 PU-2013-00-536 	 Pages: 1

First Reissued Certificate of PC&N # 437

by Public Service Commission
10/25/2000	 CC: Comm Legal Illona..
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Exkiffve Secretary

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Certificate Number 449

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for the construction and operation of a telephone system in

parts of Stark and Billings Counties, North Dakota by Consolidated Telcom. This

certificate is issued in Case No. PU-2013-00-536 and is subject to the conditions

and limitations in the order of this Commission dated September 20, 1961 in

Case No. 6143.

This certificate is conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom securing the

consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal

or other public authority for the exercise of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 25, 2000.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

3	 PU-201 3-00-536	 Pages: 1

Certificate of pC&N # 449

by Public Service Commission

10/25/2000	
CC Comm Legal Illona



Ex	 ii,e Secretary

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Certificate Number 463

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for the construction and operation of a telephone plant or

system at Richardton and Taylor & Environs, North Dakota by Consolidated

Telcom. This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-2013-00-536 and is subject to

the conditions and limitations in the order of this Commission dated May 3, 1963

in Case No. 6336.

This certificate is conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom securing the

consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal

or other public authority for the exercise of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 25, 2000.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

2	 PU-201 3-00-536	 Pages: 1

Certificate of PC&N # 463

by Public Service Commission
10/25/2000	 CC. Comm Legal Illona..
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Ex t1e Secretary

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Second Reissued Certificate Number 3427

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for Consolidated Telcom, Inc., a

telecommunications public utility, to provide local exchange

telecommunications services inside the Bowman, North Dakota local

exchange area.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-1695-99-31 and is

conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom, Inc. securing the franchise or

other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the

exercise of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, February 10, 1999.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION



4 71 7I%
Equlve Secretary

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Second Reissued Certificate Number 3461

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for Consolidated Telcom, Inc., a

telecommunications public utility, to provide local exchange

telecommunications services inside the Hettinger, North Dakota local

exchange area.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-1695-99-31 and is

conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom, Inc. securing the franchise or

other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the

exercise of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, February 10, 1999.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION



ExcJifve Secretary

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Second Reissued Certificate Number 3466

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for Consolidated Telcom, Inc., a

telecommunications public utility, to provide local exchange

telecommunications services inside the Killdeer, North Dakota local

exchange area.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-1695-99-31 and is

conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom, Inc. securing the franchise or

other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the

exercise of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, February 10, 1999.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Second Reissued Certificate Number 3487

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for Consolidated Telcom, Inc., a

telecommunications public utility, to provide local exchange

tee/communications services inside the Mott, North Dakota local exchange

area.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-1695-99-31 and is

conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom, Inc. securing the franchise or

other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the

exercise of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, February 10, 1999.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Ex4otiie Secretary 	 Commissioner



ATTEST:

4ExLjti'i`v- e Secretary

PUBLIC SER J

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Second Reissued Certificate Number 3490

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for Consolidated Telcom, Inc., a

telecommunications public utility, to provide local exchange

telecommunications services inside the New England, North Dakota local

exchange area.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-1695-99-31 and is

conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom, Inc. securing the franchise or

other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the

exercise of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, February 10, 1999.



day of March -_-, 19 61 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

Secretary.

--Th

By	
1,

Commissioner. -

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

CertIfIcate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Certificate No.	 43?

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the______________

Cnntrtictio _and_oiation	 of telephoneDunn, Bowman,

facilitiesin parts ofBillings,McKenzie, 1 or system at Slope,Adams and HettingerCounties, North Dakota,
Consolidated Telephone Cooperative,

by Dickinson. _North Dakota 	 _This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and

order of this Commission, dated Dedenber_30,1960	 in Case No. 6058	 and is subject to the
conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said_ COnsolidatedTelephoneCooperative

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for
the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

Thiscertificate representsaconsolidationof Certificates 382 and O0 issued to Dunn Telephone Mutual

Aid Corporation and Certificates 380, 3110 and 3811. issued to Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone Mutual Aid

Corporation; said consolidation with Consolidated Telephone Cooperative, authorized by Commission

	

Order in Case 6058.	 -
Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this	 9th

flv flr rnI R \Ti 5 PTrn,
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Certificate No. ________

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the______________

construction and operation 	
of	 Telephone

in_parts of	 XXQQç( Stark and Billings Counties, 	 North Dakota,

by Consolidated TelephoneCooperative	 This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and

order of this Commission, dated September 20, 1961	 - in Case No.	 6143	 and is subject to the
conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said Consolidated Telephone Cooperative

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for
the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, thi,_ 20th

day of_Septjnbr 	,	
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

ATTEST

_

Secretary.	 loner.

"Buy Dakota Maid Flour'	 -



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public ConuenIence and Necessity

Certificate No._____

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the______________
-	 Construction and operation 	

of	
a

Telephone	 or system at Richardton and Taylor & Environs 	 North Dakota,

by Consolidated Telephone Cooperative	 This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and
C)

order of this Commission, dated May P, 1963	 in Case No. 6336	 and is subject to the
conditions and limitations noted thereon.

z	

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said 	 Consolidated Telephone Cooperative

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for
C)
	

the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, th
	

3rd

day of—	_-_____, 19_63
	

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:
A T T	

/

Secretary.
	 By 	

-	

Commissioner. -

Utiv Dakota vtaId rIoir

. ;



AT̂ It/ '^ 0^

Secretary
CORBETT !OS., MINOT. I. D.

By /9L/W'	-
Commissioner

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity
Certificate No. _340

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the _C OflS t1Uc t ion
and Operation

a telephone JANUtmz system adic in the Counties of Bowman Slope,	 North Dakota,Adams and Hettinger
by_the Bowman—Slope Ru.r.l Telethone Mitual Aid Corporation.  This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and

order of this Commission, dated March 18. 1953 in Case No. 4982 and is subject to the

conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said Bowman—Slooe Rural Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for

the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

- -

-

	Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, 	 18th

day of_ rch	19 53
	

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity
Certificate No. 380

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the___________

construction and operation	 .	 of	 a

telephone	 plant or system1 _a portion of Adams County,	 North Dakota,

by Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone _Mutual _Aid 	 This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and
Corporation

order of this Commission, dated _August 20,_195b__in Case No._51462 and is subject to the

conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for

the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this _20th

day of August	 ic6
	

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:ATTE:SL	
By
	 ^^Z-

Secretary	 Commissioner

CORBETY BROS., g IMOT. U. B.



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity
Certificate No 	 382

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the___________
construction and operation 	 telephone

in parts of the Counties of Dunn, McKenzie and Billings
facilities,!	

North Dakota	 North Dakota,

by Dunn Telerhone Mutual Aid Cornoratiori, Killdeerhls certificate is issued in accordance with the report and

order of this Commission, dated November 7th, 1956 in Case No. 59 and is subject to the

conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said Dunn Tel ephone Mutual Aid Corporation

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for

the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this_F?th

day of__November	 19_
56 	

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

0: Ŵ ̂4_ 0
	

By
Secretary	 Commissioner



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certilicate of Public Convenience and Necessity
Certificate No.____________

V

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the___________

construction and operation	 of_telephone

facilities, in	 xbux part of Slope County,	 North Dakota,

by Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone Mutual Aid	 This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and
Corporation

order of this Commission, datecL January Li, 1957	 in Case No.. .5498	and is subject to the
conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for

the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.
-

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 	 4th

day of_Jarnry	 19_57 	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:
ATTE,(3,,

	
By

Secretary	 Commissioner
CORBSTS BROS., MINOT, I. D.
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H
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity
Certificate No.	 400

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the___________
construction and operation	 of telephone

facilities in parts of *Øks * Billings and McKenzie Counties, 	 North Dakota,
by_Pnn_TelephoneMutualAidCorporation 	 This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and
order of this Commission, dated September 23,_l957in Case No. _5605_and is subject to the
conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said Duflfl Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for

the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this	 23rd

day of September	 197
	

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

MAS//L	 By
Secretary	 Commissioner

CORETT bios., MINOT. •. D.



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of PbIic Convenience and Necessity 	 Ell

Certificate

THIS 15 TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and pertniu.iofl is hereby granted for the
of to Apba"

MO

i	
..	 North Dakota,

z	
This certi&ate is issued in accordance with

by	
the rep' rt ans

UOTTM—flQ1?

i

of th ('ommioofl, 
	 Case No.. .5- - -	 and s subject to tio

doo; ad hmU.iUoru noted thereon.

Nl1(.)NT	 certificate is conditioned upon the 	
a1 LM corporatior

ec'Jrtig the 
conseoL, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authirit fir

th exercs of the -ights and privileges granted herein.

Iated at Bi$'m;rck, North Dakota,

City of.. J arm ry ------- -
	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

By	
__

//



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of PubI Convenience and Necessity
4C-. Q'

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and peissjon is hereby anted for therm

faciliti&

- -	 oratjo	
__	 of	 1!C	 -

-	 Bj1lin and McXenzjo CountIes,
hv	 North Dakota,

This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and

order of this Commission, Case No._ is subject to the
conW tioris and llnlltatft-)nS noted thereon.
r UNI)IYIONS: ThL certificate is conditioned upon the said Dunn Telephorexut.ua1 kid Corporation
seru ring the consent, franchise, Permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for
the	 '

'-'gnus and Privileges granted herein.

Certificate N

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 	 23id

day of	 3epteznber	 .-	
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

Secretary
	 By

•• P"COflhTT 1*0!., Wile y, •, •,	 Comnila1on
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VIA UPS

Ms. Illona Jeffcoat-Sacco
North Dakota Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard, Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505

Re:	 Informational Filing Regarding a Change in Ownership of an Authorized
Telecommunications Provider in connection with a Merger

Dear Ms. Jeffcoat-Sacco:

CTC Communications Group, Inc. ("CTC"), CTC Communications Corp., d/b/a
Computer Telephone Corp. ("CTC Communications") and Choice One Communications Inc.
("Choice One") (collectively, the "Parties") hereby respectfully notify the North Dakota Public
Service Commission ("Commission") of a change of control of a telecommunications provider.

As described more fully below, pursuant to the terms of an Agreement and Plan
of Merger ("Merger Agreement") between CTC and Choice One, CTC will merge with and into
Choice One (the "Merger"), with 50 percent of the outstanding capital stock of the surviving
corporation ("Surviving Corporation") being be owned by Columbia Ventures Broadband, LLC
("CVB") and the remaining 50 percent of the outstanding capital stock of the Surviving
Corporation being owned by the stockholders of Choice One at the time of closing (the
"Transaction"). Thus, upon completion of the Transaction, Surviving Corporation, the name of
which has yet to be determined, will be the new parent of CTC Communications in North
Dakota. This change in ultimate control does not involve transfer of operating authority, assets,
or customers. Immediately following the consummation of the Transaction, CTC
Communications will continue to offer the same services at the same rates, terms, and conditions
pursuant to existing authorizations and tariffs. Accordingly, the contemplated Transaction will
be generally transparent to consumers. The only change will be that CTC Communications will
be under control of Surviving Corporation.

DCOI/EMMOE/244900. I



KELLEY DRYE & WARREN LLP

Ms. Illona Jeffcoat-Sacco
North Dakota Public Service Commission
February 23, 2006
Page Two

In connection with this Notification, the Parties provide the following
information:

THE PARTIES

CTC AND CTC COMMUNICATIONS

CTC is a Delaware corporation with headquarters at 220 Bear Hill Road,
Waltham, Massachusetts 02451. CTC is a wholly owned subsidiary of CVB, which is, in turn, a
wholly owned subsidiary of Columbia Ventures Corporation ("CVC"). CVB, a Washington
state limited liability company, is a holding company. CVC, a Washington state corporation,
owns and operates a portfolio of telecommunications companies and a small number of
manufacturing businesses around the world. CVC is authorized to provide domestic interstate
and international telecommunications services pursuant to Section 214 authorizations from the
Federal Communications Commission, but neither CVC nor CVB provide telecommunications
services. A U.S. citizen, Mr. Kenneth D. Peterson, Jr., holds 100 percent of the ownership
interest in CVC. Mr. Peterson is Chairman of the Board of CTC and Chief Executive Officer,
Chairman and Founder of CVC. He is also the sole manager of CVB. The address of CVB,
CVC, and Mr. Peterson is 203 Park Plaza Drive, Suite 270, Vancouver, Washington 98684.

CTC Communications, a Massachusetts corporation, is a subsidiary of CTC.
CTC Communications is a privately held company with a principal business office located at 220
Bear Hill Road, Waltham, Massachusetts 02451. CTC Communications provides
telecommunications services to medium and large businesses predominantly in the Northeast and
Mid-Atlantic regions.' Service offerings include local, long distance, and toll free telephony
services; post-paid calling card services; conference calling; frame relay, private line, DSL,
VPN, ATM; Internet access, webmail and converged services. Where possible, CTC
Communications provides its services using its broadband, IP-based network known as the
PowerPath® Network. The PowerPath® Network uses Cisco network infrastructure and a
redundant fiber optic backbone (8,200 fiber miles). This network consists of ATM switches as
well as transmission facilities that it obtains from other telecommunications carriers. In addition,
CTC Communications operates a more traditional circuit switch-based network and provide
service by reselling the local and interexchange telephony services of other telecommunications

CTC Communications is authorized to provide interexchange telecommunications
services virtually nationwide and provides intrastate telecommunications services in
Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York,
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, District of Columbia, West Virginia and Maryland.
In Virginia, intrastate telecommunications services are provided by CTC
Communications of Virginia, Inc.

DCO /EMMOE/244900.1



KELLEY DRYE & WARREN LLP

Ms. Illona Jeffcoat-Sacco
North Dakota Public Service Commission
February 23, 2006
Page Three

carriers. In North Dakota, CTC Communications is authorized to provide intrastate
telecommunications services. 2 CTC Communications is also authorized by the Federal
Communications Commission to provide both interstate and international telecommunications
services.

CHOICE ONE

Choice One is a Delaware corporation with headquarters at 100 Chestnut Street,
Suite 600, Rochester, New York 14604. The Choice One Subsidiaries are common carriers that
provide communications services to small and medium sized businesses in the Northeast and
Midwest regions.

The Choice One Subsidiaries' service offerings include local and long distance
telephony services; DSL; web hosting; search engine marketing; website solutions; dedicated
bandwidth capacity; and Internet access services. The Choice One Subsidiaries provide their
services using a broadband packet-based network that employs Lucent switching technology and
an extensive fiber optic backbone. In addition, the Choice One Subsidiaries provide service by
reselling the local and interexchange telephony services of other telecommunications carriers.

DESIGNATED CONTACTS

The designated contacts for questions concerning this Notification are:

FOR CTC AND CTC COMMUNICATIONS, 	 FOR CHOICE ONE
James P. Prenetta, Jr. 	 Roger W. Byrd
Senior Vice President and General Counsel	 Senior Vice President and General Counsel
CTC Communications Corp.	 Choice One Communications Inc.
220 Bear Hill Road	 100 Chestnut Street, Suite 600
Waltham, MA 02451	 Rochester, NY 14604
(781) 522-8773 (telephone) 	 (585) 530-2708 (telephone)
(781) 522-8711 (facsimile) 	 (585) 697-7805 (facsimile)
.James.Prenetta@ctcnet.com	 RByrd(choiceonecom.com
With copy to:	 Cherie R. Kiser
Joan M. Griffin	 Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and

See Registration dated March 3, 1999.

Choice One is authorized to operate pursuant to authority held by its subsidiaries in
Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Hampshire, New
York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Wisconsin. These subsidiaries are
collectively referred to as the "Choice One Subsidiaries."

DCOI/EMMOE/244900. 1
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Erin W. Emmott
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
1200 19th Street, N.W., Suite 500
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 955-9766 (telephone)
(202) 955-9792 (facsimile)

Popeo, P.C.
701 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Suite 900
Washington, D.C. 20004
(202) 434-7300 (telephone)
(202) 434-7400 (facsimile)
ckiser@mintz.com

DESCRIPTION OF THE TRANSACTION

TRANSFER OF CONTROL TRANSACTION

Pursuant to the terms of the Merger Agreement and following the receipt of the
necessary regulatory approvals, among other things, CTC will merge with and into Choice One,
with the surviving corporation from the merger, Surviving Corporation, surviving. The new
name of Surviving Corporation has yet to be determined. Post-Transaction, CTC
Communications will be a subsidiary of Surviving Corporation. Diagrams showing the current
and proposed corporate structure of the Parties are provided in Exhibit A.

After consummation of the Transaction, 50 percent of the outstanding capital
stock of Surviving Corporation will be owned by CVB and the remaining 50 percent of the
outstanding capital stock will be held by the stockholders of Choice One at the time of closing.
Some time following the closing, CVB may obtain up to an additional 20 percent of the voting
stock, on a fully diluted basis, of Surviving Corporation. As a result, CVB may obtain majority
control of Surviving Corporation. In other words, CVB will hold between 50 percent and 70
percent of Surviving Corporation, and the stockholders of Choice One will hold between 30
percent and 50 percent of Surviving Corporation. 4 CVB is already the parent of CTC and CTC
Communications, and, at some point after closing of the Transaction, may be the majority owner
of Surviving Corporation. The Commission has already reviewed and passed on CVB's
qualifications to be a parent of a telecommunications utility in connection with the original
certification request of CTC Communications, which is incorporated herein by reference. 5 If
CVB becomes the majority owner of Surviving Corporation, there will be no impact on the
customers of CTC Communications.

The additional percentage acquired may be less than 20 percent, but will not exceed 20
percent.

See March 3, 1999 Registration. CVB has the necessary managerial, technical, and
financial capabilities to gain majority control of Surviving Corporation.

DCO I /EMMOE/244900. I
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The proposed Transaction, including the possible acquisition of additional voting
stock of Surviving Corporation by CVB, will be transparent to customers in North Dakota. In
particular, the Transaction will not result in a change of carrier for any customer. 6 Immediately
after completion of the Transaction, CTC Communications will continue to offer the same
services at the same rates, terms and conditions as at present and any further changes in the rates,
terms and conditions of services will be made consistent with Commission requirements. The
Transaction is not expected to result in any discontinuance of service for any customer of CTC
Communications.7

PUBLIC INTEREST STATEMENT

The Parties respectfully submit that the Transaction serves the public interest.
After consummation of the Transaction, CTC Communications will continue to offer service
under the same name and operating authority at present in North Dakota. The Transaction
involves no change in the entity offering service to customers, the facilities used to provide such
service, or the services, rates, terms and conditions of such service. All existing tariffs will
remain in place at this time. The Transaction will be transparent to consumers in North Dakota
and will not have any adverse impact on them.

Further, the Transaction will serve the public interest because American
consumers will benefit from the operation of an enhanced CTC Communications in North
Dakota. The enhancement of CTC Communications will increase the scope of CTC
Communications and should enable CTC Communications to compete more effectively in the
highly competitive market for telecommunications services. The enhanced CTC
Communications will be able to operate more efficiently and thus realize substantial financial
synergies that should enable CTC Communications to increase its operating income and free
cash flow. Given the difficulties with which the competitive telecommunications industry is now
struggling, the enhancement of CTC Communications in North Dakota in this manner would
benefit American consumers.

In connection with the Transaction, CTC Communications may seek authority to utilize a
dlb/a in North Dakota. If this is the case, upon receipt of the necessary documents from
the North Dakota Secretary of State, the Commission will be notified of the use of the
d/b/a in North Dakota. Any filing required in connection with the use of a d/b/a in North
Dakota will be made at that time.

The Transaction does not raise slamming concerns, and does not otherwise necessitate
compliance with the procedures prescribed by the Federal Communications Commission,
see 47 C.F.R. § 64.1120(e), or by the Commission for notification of customers prior to a
carrier-to-carrier sale or transfer of a carrier's subscriber base.

DCO I /EMMOE/244900. 1
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The Parties submit that no Commission approval is required for the Transaction
described herein. An original and seven (7) copies of this filing are enclosed. Enclosed please
also find a duplicate copy of this filing and a self-addressed, postage-paid envelope. Please date-
stamp the duplicate upon receipt and return it in the envelope provided. Should the Commission
have any questions, please contact Erin Emmott at (202) 955-9766.

Respectfully submitted,

CHOICE ONE COMMUNICATIONS INC.

&w,,- R .' I'L,
Cherie R. Kiser
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and
Popeo, P.C.
701 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Suite 900
Washington, D.C. 20004
Tel: (202) 434-7300
Fax: (202) 434-7400
ckiser@mintz.com

Its Attorney

CTC COMMUNICATIONS GROUP, INC. AND CTC
COMMUNICATIONS CORP.

PA,6 W qAAAz
Joan M. Griffin
Erin W. Emmott
KELLEY DRYE & WARREN LLP
1200 19th Street, NW, Suite 500
Washington, DC 20036
Tel: (202) 955-9766 (telephone)
Fax: (202) 955-9792 (facsimile)

eemmott@kelleydrye.com

Their Counsel

DCO I /EMMOE/244900. I
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VERIFICATION

I, James P. Prenetta, Jr., am Vice President, Secretary and General Counsel of

dC Communications Group, Inc., and am authorized to represent it and its affiliates, and to

make this verification on their behalf. The statements in the foregoing document relating to dC

Communications Group, Inc., and its affiliates, except as otherwise specifically attributed, are

true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

Notary Pjpli9 6
My Commission expires: iJ1&/f/

-tel

day of	 2006.

MEGANJAWE

^$)	
Notary Pub lic

CumoaW	 MasSaCtIUS8tt

My ComrT1SSiOl Expires
October 16, 2009



VERIFICATION

I, Roger W. Byrd, am Senior Vice President and General Counsel of Choice One

Communications Inc. and am authorized to represent it and its affiliates, and to make this

verification on their behalf. The statements in the foregoing document relating to Choice One

Communications Inc., and its affiliates, except as otherwise specifically attributed, are true and

correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

4iic
Roger W. Byrd
Senior Vice President and General Counsel
Choice One Communications Inc.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 20th day of February, 2006.

Notary Public

My Commission expires: 	 \

I¼1
N'.	 tLOifL(



EXHIBIT A

CORPORATE STRUCTURE

DCO I/EMMOE/244900. I



Columbia Ventures
Broadband LLC

(CVB")
Choice One

Shareholders

Current Corporate Structure

CTC Communications 	 Choice One
Group, Inc.	 Communications Inc.

CTC Communications
Corp. d/b/a Computer

Telephone Corp.

2445160



Post Merger Corporate Structure

Surviving Corporation
Of merger of CTC-

Group and Choice One
Communications Inc.

(Surviving Corporation")

CTC Communications
Corp. d/bla Computer

Telephone Corp.

At Closing, the shares of the Surviving Corporation will be owned 50% by Columbia Ventures Broadband LLC and 50% by the existing
Shareholders of Choice One at the time of the closing.

244516v1
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ARTICLES OF MERGER

OF

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

AND	
UD

CONSOLIDATED TELCOM, thc.
(AMENDMENT TO ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION)

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-15-42, NDCC, the

undersigned cooperatives will merge effective December 31 1999. A

copy of the Plan of Reorganization is attached hereto and made a

part hereof by this reference. The undersigned cooperatives hereby

adopt the following as the Articles of Merger to the Articles of

Incorporation for the new surviving cooperative.

ARTICLES OF MERGER

TO THE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

OF

CONSOLIDATED TELCOM

ARTICLE I.

The surviving cooperative, Consolidated Telephone Cooperative,

shall hereafter be known as Consolidated Telcom.

ARTICLE II.

The place where the principal business of the cooperative will
507 South Main

be transacted is Dickinson, Stark County, North DaMM and the
period of existence of said cooperative shall be perpetual.

ARTICLE III.

The purpose for which the new cooperative association is

organized is to furnish, improve and expand communications

services.

ARTICLE IV.

The cooperative is organized without capital stock and the

1
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property rights and interests of the members shall be unequal. The

general rules applicable to all members by which the property

rights and interests respectively of each member shall be

determined and fixed are as follows:

Upon liquidation, after (a) all debts and liabilities of the

cooperative shall have been paid; and (b) all capital furnished

through patronage shall have been retired as provided in the

Bylaws, the remaining property and assets of the cooperative shall

be distributed among the members and former members in the

proportion which the aggregate. patronage of each hears to the total

patronage of all such members.

ARTICLE V.

The territory intended to be served by said cooperative and

the counties through which said lines are intended to be run and

are run include the counties of Adams, Bowman, Hettinger, Slope,

Billings, Stark, Dunn and McKenzie counties in North Dakota, and

the counties of Harding and Perkins in South Dakota. The places

from which lines are intended to be run and are running include the

towns of Bowman, Halliday, Dodge, Grassy Butte, Hettinger,

Killdeer, Dunn Center, Manning, Mott, New England, South Heart,

Rhame, Amidon, Ladd, Scranton, Reeder and Regent in North Dakota,

and which lines are intended to run between these towns with

branches contemplated to all of the rural areas between then and

the trade area that those towns serve.

ARTICLE VI.

The cooperative shall be managed by a Board of Directors

consisting of seven (7) members who shall serve such terms as may

be specified in the Bylaws. The Bylaws may also divide the area

into districts and in order to insure equitable representation on

2
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the Board of Directors, the Bylaws may require members to be

residents of such districts to qualify to serve on the Board of

Directors. The term of office of directors shall be for three

years, or until their successors are elected and qualified, and the

Bylaws may provide for a method of staggering the terms of the

directors.

ARTICLE VII.

The Plan of Reorganization is attached.

ARTICLE VIII.

On October 9, 1999, the merger was unanimously approved by the patrons of Consolidated
Telephone Cooperative. Present at said meeting (197 of 3,687 members present).
Consolidated Telephone Cooperative, the only shareholder of Consolidated Telcom, Inc.

approved the merger on the same date.

Dated this	 ' day of December, 1999.

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE
COOPERATIVE

By: (_ZZ'i-v ,?57k1-4c_
Anthony	 essmer, President

By:

Brenda Volesky,	 cretary

E. ke- \1L
NORTH DAKOTA

Filed

CONSOLIDATED TELCOM, INC.

By: 14e/ &
Terrald Bang, P'esident

By:

Cheryl orth, Secretary

3
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State of North Dakota
SECRETARY OF STATE

11	 Ii

/
NOR-0-

CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING

OF

CONSOLIDATED TELCOM

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the
State of North Dakota, hereby certifies that
CONSOLIDATED TELCOM, a North Dakota COOPERATIVE
ASSOCIATION, was incorporated in this office on
December 30, 1960 and, according to the records of
this office as of this date has paid all fees due
this office as required by North Dakota statutes
governing a North Dakota COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION

ACCORDINGLY the undersigned, as such
Secretary of State, and by virtue of the authority
vested in him by law, hereby issues this
Certificate of Good Standing to

CONSOLIDATED TELCOM

Issued October 9, 2000

4	

111
Alvin A Jaeger
Secretary of State
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11 State of North Dakota
(1	 SECRETARY OF STATE
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CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING

OF

CONSOLIDATED TELCOM, INC.

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the
State of North Dakota, hereby certifies that
CONSOLIDATED TELCOM, INC., a North Dakota BUSINESS

,

	

	 CORPORATION, was incorporated in this office on
March 7, 1994 and, according to the records of
this office as of this dace, has paid all fees due
this office as required by North Dakota statutes
governing a North Dakota BUSINESS CORPORATION

ACCORDINGLY the undersigned, as such
Secretary of State, and by virtue of the authority
vested in him by law, hereby issues this
Certificate of Good Standing to

CONSOLIDATED TELCOM, INC

Issued January 20, 1999

Alvin A Jaeger
Secretary of State

'	 LV	 AA\YA
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ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT

TO THE

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 10-19.1-21 of the North
Dakota Century Code, the undersigned corporation adopts the
following Articles of Amendment to its Articles of Incorporation:

ARTICLE 1. The name of the corporation is CTC Communications, Inc.
I.

ARTICLE 2. An amendment to the Articles of Incorporation was
adopted on April 21, 1995, in one of the following manners:
(Please check one.)

x	 by the shareholders,
by the incorporators, OR
by the board where no shares have been issued.

ARTICLE 3. The amendments adopted are as follows:

The name of the corporation to be CTC ComniuflicationS,
Inc.

The aggregate number of shares which the corporation
shall have the authority to issue is 10,000,000 shares at

$.QZ par value.

ARTICLE 4. The manner, if not set forth in such amendment, in
which any exchange, reclassification, or cancellation of issued
shares provided for in the amendment shall be effected, is as
follows: N/A.

I (We) the undersigned, by virtue of the authority vested in
me (us), have read the foregoing articles of amendment, know the
contents thereof, and verily believe the statements made therein to
be true.

Dated: April 21, 1995

CTC COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

By: (?J?j4/ 6J;ZIZL
Cheryl Borth, President

Office Use Only	 Receipt No:

19

File Rotate -tSecreta

Jt Hv
GALLOWAY & MausDeputy

AT1ORNE9 - AT LAW
DICIC*10M. NOTW DAKOTA 59301

Filed by:



Domestic and Foreign Business Corporations - Fee $10.00	 File No.	 iT)t/	 5-3D
Domestic and roreign Nonprofit Corporations - Fee $10.00
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STATEMENT OF CHANGE OF REGISTERED OFFICE OR REGISI 	 EJj)LfD. BOTH
C_ U

File duplicate originals. -(Two copies, both bearing original signatures.)

To the Secretary of State

State of North Dakota

Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 111-19.1-16 or 10-22-09 of the North
Dakota Business Corporation Act, or 10-24-09 or 10-27-09 of the North Dakota
Nonprofit Corporation Act, the undersigned corporation, organized under the
laws of the State of North Dakota or authorized to do business in the State of
North Dakota, submits the following statement for the purpose of changing its
registered office or its registered agent, or both, in the State of North
Dakota:

1. The name of the corporation is	 CTC Communications, Inc.

2. The present address of record of the registered office is:137 First

Avenue West, Dickinson, NI) 58601

3. The address of the new reqistered office is: 507 South-Main,

Dickinson, ND 58601
(Complete street address required. A post office box riurrber may be added.)

4. The present name of record as registered agent:	 Nichaei J. Maus

5. The name of successor registered agent is: L. Dan Wilbeimson

6. The address of its registered office and the address of the business office
of its registered agent as changed will be identical.

7. Such change was authorized by resolution duly adopted by its board of direc-
t ors.

The undersigned has read the foregoing and knows the contents thereof and
ver.'y hlieves the statements made therein to be true.

Dated : September22	 , 19 95

/th(V 
g nature and Title)

Filing Date	 i-- ç , 19f

JiTed By:
Secretary of S ate

Receipt



SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR FILING AND MAILING INSTRUCTIONS

REGISTERED AGENT
CONSENT TO SERVE

icy SECRETARY OF STATE
SJN 7974 (3-95)

5
OCT, 5i522O

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
10 # 60
wO/#

Approved By

Filed	 By

/ ------ 3	 'H

1. FILING FEE: $10.00

2.	 Name of the Corporation, Limited Liability Company, or Limited Liability Partnership for Which the Registered Agent is to Serve

crc QuinzIlicatiow, Inc.

3.A. Name of the Registered Agent

L. 1n WLthelrison

B. Regat.red Agent is ICheok Onel 	 C. Social Security/Federal ID # of Registered Agent
J An Individual North Dakota Resident
0 A Corporation
El A Limited Liability Company

	 45-0441763
0 A Limited LiabIlIty Partnership

4.	 The designated registered eg t hereby consents to act in that capacity for the above named corporation, limited liability company, or limited
until remo d or resinatio is submitted ri Dakota statutes.liability	 no 	 with North	

September 29 1995
\Signature of Registered Agent 	 Date

L. 1n Wi111non
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RECEIVED ARTICLES OF AMENDMETN

AU6041998	 TO THE
	

JUL 02

SECI OF STATE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION	 O!STJ.
Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 10-19.1-21 of the North

Dakota Century Code, the undersigned corporation adopts the
following Articles of Amendment to its Articles of Incorporation:

ARTICLE 1. The name of the corporation is CTC Communications, Inc.

ARTICLE 2. An amendment to the Articles of Incorporation was
adopted on May 21, 1998, in one of the following manners: (Please
check one.)

by the shareholders,
by the incorporators, OR
by the board where no shares have been issued.

ARTICLE 3. The amendment adopted is as follows:

The aggregate number of shares which the corporation
shall have the authority to issue is 4,000,000 shares at
$1.00 par value.

ARTICLE 4. The manner, if not set forth in such amendment, in
which any exchange, reclassification, or cancellation of issued
shares provided for in the amendment shall be effected, is as
follows: Existing stock will be canceled and reissued at $1.00 par value.

I (We) the undersigned, by virtue of the authority vested in
me (us), have read the foregoing articles of amendment, know the
contents thereof, and verily believe the statements made therein to
be true.

Dated: May 21, 1998.
CTC COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

By
Louis Witte, President

Office Use 	 Filed by:ec
Filed	 19-Z

By:
Secretary of State	 Deputy

Howe. HARDY.
GALLOWAY & MAUS. P.0

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
P.O. BOX 370

DICKINSON. ND 58602-0370



USINESS/ FARM 1
PROPESSONAL CORPORRrION

11J ARTICLES OF AMENDMENTr 3 1 18SECRETARY OF STATE
SFN 13008 (4-96)

FOR

ID#LRECEIVED [File

OCT 2 7 1998 
WO# , Lqf'i/3

I Filed By
SEC. OF STATE I

1. FILING FEE $20.00
If authorized shares are increased or
changed, additional foes may be due.

The following amendment has been adopted pursuant to the provisions of the North Dakota Business Corporation Act, North Dakota Century Code,
Chapter 10-19.1.

2.A. The name of the corporation as reflected in the Articles of Incorporation on file with
the Secretary of State.

CTC Communications, Inc.

B. Federal lO#

45-0441763

C. Telephone N

701-225-6061

D. Toll-Free Telephone SC. Complete mailing address of the principal place of business (Street/RR, P0 Box,City, State. Zip + 4)
507 South Main, Dickinson, ND 58601

3. The following am.ndment)s) adopted by the corporation:

Change the name from "CTC Communications, Inc."

TO

Consolidated Telcon, Inc.

4. The amendment was 	 October 21	 , 19 98by  one of the following methods (check the appropriate method)

By the shareholders
o By the incorporators where no shares have been issued
o By the board where no shares have been issued

5. Does the amendment provide for, but not establish, the manner for effecting an exchange, reclassification, or cancellation of issued shares?
(Check the appropriate [3)

0 Yes. The shares are affected as follows:__________________________________________________________________________________________

OR
No. The shares are unaffected by the amendment.

6. The undersigned, a person authorized by the corporation to sign this amendment, has read the foregoing Articles of Amendment, knows the
contents thereof, and believes the statements made thereon to be true.

 wz_i
Signature QAe,s,oe*#	 Date

7. Name of person to contact about this amendment 	 Daytime Telephone S

Michael J. Maus, HOWE, HARDY. GALLOWAY & MATT 	 r	 7012270101
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/	 AflTICLES OF CONSOLIDATION

TO: BEN yiEIER, 'SECRETARY OF STATE OF TIM, STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

The undersifled corporations, the BOWMAN-SLOPE RURAL TELEPHONE

NUTUAL AID CORPORM!ION, a corporation of Bowman, North Dakota, and the

DUNN TELEPHONE MUTUAL AID CORPORATION, a corporation of Killdeer,

North Dal:ota, who are both incorporated under the t4utual Corporations

Act of North Dakota on tie Cooperative Plan for Kindred Purposes, have

by provisions of said act been made subject to the general law govern-

in coopeilatives, and pursuant to such general law and alleof the laws

of the State of North Dakota, hereb y execute the following Articles of

Consolidation:

ARTICLE I

The names of the mutual aid corporations propos1nm to consolidate

and the names of the states under .
 the laws of which such mutual aid

cornorationa were organi:ed,. are as follows:

Name of Mutual Aid Corporation 	 State of Incorporation

Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone Mutual 	 North Dakota

Aid Corporation

Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporati p fl 	 North Dakota

•	 ARTICLE II

The laws of the State of North Dakota under which such mutual aid

corporations were organised, permit such consolidation.

AW2ICLE III

The name of the new cooperative association shall be "CONSOLIDATED

TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE", and it shall be governed by the laws of the

State of North Dakota.

ARICLE.IV	 -

ma plaee where tho principal business of the cooperative will be

transacted is Dickinson, Stark CoUnty, North Dakota, and the period of a

e::iatence of said cooperative shall be perpetual.

ARTICLE V	 r

The purpose for which the new cooperative association is organized

i.s to furnish, improve and expand telephone service.



ARTICLE VI

The cooperative is organized without capital stock and the

property rights and interests of the members shall be unequal. The

general rules applicable to all members by which the property rights

and int.erests respectively of each member shall be determined and

fixed are as follows:

•	 Upon liquidation, after (a) all debts and liabilities of the

ix	 cooperative shall have been paid and (b) all capital furnished through

patronage shall have been retired as provided.in  the. By-Laws, the re-

maining property and assets of the cooperative shall be distributed

among the members and former members in the proportion which the

aggrogatu patronage of each bears 
to 

the total patronage of all such

members.

AHTICLE VII

The territory intended to be served by said cooperative and the

•counties through which said lines are intended to be run and are run

•	 include the counties of Adams, Bowman, Hettinger, Slope, Billings,

•

	

	 Stark, Dunn and McKenzie counties in North Dakota and the counties of
a

•	 Harding and Perkins in South Dakota. The places from which lines are

intended to be run and are running include .the towns oA Halliday,

Dodge, Grassy Butte, Kilideer, Dunn Center, Manning, South Heart, 1hame,

Amidon, LadU, Scranton, Bucyrus, and Regent, in North Dakota, and which

•	 lines are intended to run between these towns with branches contempJated

to all of the rural areas between them and the trade area that those

towns serve. The estimated length of these lines is 3000 miles and

the estimated cost. thereof is three million dollars.

I	 ARTICLE V111

The cooperative shall have six directors and the names and residonos

of the persons who shall constitute the first Board of Directors of the

•	 new cooperative in accordance with the consolidation plan, and who shall

serve untjl,thejr successors are elected and qualified are:



A

	NAME
	 RESIDENCE.

	

John rieisch
	 Dunn Center, North Dakota 

W.

Dan Kisse
	 Halliday, North Dakota

- Frank I hubik, Jr.	 a
	 Manning, North Dakota

.rvy Enloe
	 Rhame, North Dakota

Ransom Knutson
	 Ralph, South Dakota

Leonard Bowman
	 Rha.me, North Dakota

ARTICLE IX

The manner of adoption of the consolidation plan and the vote by

which it was adopted by each of said mutual aid corporations is as

fi1ows:

1. The members of the 3orman-Slo pe Rural Telephone Mutual Aid

Corporation at its annual members' meeting held in Sranton, North

Dakota, oi the 15th day of October, 1960, and pursuant to due notice

of such meetini, which notice contained the full and complete consoli-

dation plan accordine to law, and as required by the By-Laws of said

corporation; did apprbve of said consolidation plan in its entirety

by vote at such meeting
.

eeting wheein 166 members voted in favor such plan,

and 36 members voted against the same. That the said Bowman-Slope

Rural Telephone Mutual Aid. Corporaticfl has 	 781	
number of

members, and that there were 202 members present in person and . voting

on said plan, which number constituted a quorum.

2. The members of the Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation at. itr

annual ntenlbers ! meeting held in Dunn Center, North Dakota, on the 20th

day of Octber, 1960, and pursuant to due notice of such meeting, which

notice contained the full an complete consolidation plan according

law, and required by the'By-LaWS f said corporation, did approve of

said consolidation plan in its entirety by vote at such meeting , wherein

128 members voted in favor of such plan, and 34 members voted against

the same. That the said Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid . Corporation has 637

number of members, and that there were 162 members present in person

and voting on said plan, which number constituted a quorum.



ARTICLE X
/ The approved consolidation plan is as follows:

CONSOLIDATION PLAN
..of

EOWiiAN-SLOPE RURAL TELEPHONE NUTUAL AID CORPORATION AND
DUNN TELEHONE tUTUAL AID CORPORATION

WHEREAS, The parties he -U-01 BOWNAN-SLOPE RURAL TELEPHONE

1UTUAL AID CORPORATION, a\crporatiofl of Bowman, North Dakota,

and the DUNN TELEPHONE 4UTUAL AID CORPORATION,	 ta corporation
of icilicleer, North'Dakota, are both incorporated under the
Mutual Aid Corporations Act of North Dakota on the cooperative
olan for kindred purpoSCS, have by a provision of said Act;
been made subject to the general law governing cooperatives

(Chapter 10-15 of the North Dakota Revised Code of 1943 as
amended), and desire as cooperatives, subject to said Chapter,
to consolidate under sections 10-1541, and 10-1542 thereof;

and	 -

" WHEREAS, It is intended by the parties hereto, furthermore,
that they elect to convert and become subject to Chapter 10-15,
and further that the adoption of such plan and the filing and
recording of the Articles of Consolidation, containing articles
of association in accord with the requirements of Chapter 10-15,
as provided in sections 10-1541 and 10-1'42 shall be the adoption,
filing and recordation of their election to convert, all duly
made as provided for in section 10-1544; and

WHEREAS, Both of the corporations-have franchises and are
serving telephone patrons in an area generally South and West
of the Missouri River in the States of North Dakota and South
Dakota, and it is considered advisable that the two corporations
be brought together by means of a consolidation in order , to
effect a saving in the costs of operation of the two companies,
and

WHEREAS, It is recognized that there may be some differences
in the book values of certain tangible assets of the two corpora-
tions but these differences are considered to be offset by
differences in other values and by the advantages that can be
gained to both the corporations and to their members by the con-
solidation of the operations of these two corporations, and

WHEREAS, Both of the corporations are financed through the
Rural Electrification Administration of the United States of
America and which loaning agency has made a study of the advan-
taes of a consolidation of the two corporations and has so
recommended such consolidation to the mutual benefit and advan-
tage of all parties concerned,

NOW THEREFORE, To effect and carry out such consolidation the
following consolidation plan, its proposed effect on all members,
and Articles of Association are hereinafter set forth for
approval or disapproval of the members of the respective corpora-
tions.

It

CONSOLIDATION PLAN
IT IS PROPOSED to consolidate the Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone

Mutual Aid Corporation, a corporation whose postoffice address is
Bowman, North Dakota and the Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corpora-
tion, a corporation whose postoffice address is Ki11der, North
Dakota, into a new cooperative association to be known as the
'CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE'.,



The purpose of such consolidation is to reduce expense
of the two corporations by combining the management and oper-
ation into one cooperative association with a resulting
saving to all of the members of both corporations. The
method of the consolidation will be effected by means of a
statutory consolidation under the laws of t?p States of North
Dakota. The procedure to be followedto eff C  this consoli-,
dation 'will include the submission of this csolidation plan
which includes its proposed effect on all memoers and Articles
of Association to the membership of each of the corporations
at a members meeting to be held on or for the 15th day of
December, 1960. If this consolidation plan including the pro-
posed effect thereof on . all the members and the Articles of
Association is approved by the membership of both of these

corporations, then and in that event, Articles of Consolidation
together with this approved plan of consolidation and other
information as required by law will be filed and recorded with
the Secretary of State of North Dakota and permission to do
business in the State of South Dakota w11J. be obtained. Approval
of the Public Service Conunission of the State of North Dakota
V. the Public Utilities Conunission of the State of South Dakota
will then be obtained whereupon the new consolidated cooperative
association will become effective as of the 2nd day of January,
1961.

b

" 2. The new cooperative association, as with the present
corporations will be organized on a cooperative non-profit basis
and without capital stock. All of the assets of the, two corpora-
tions including without limitation, all properties, both real and
personal of every kind and character, wheresoever situated, in-
cluding good will and franchises held, owned or possessed by each
of said corporations, shall be vested in said co'nsolidated and
new cooperative association as fully as the same are now severally
held, owned and enjoyed by the separate corporations respectively,
subject however to all of the conditions, stipulations, liens,
claims and charges thereon Sand to alldebts and obligations of the
said respective corporations and including without limitation, all
obliga tions due to the United States of America, as well as obli-
gatiQns to the members of said respective corporations, by rson
of their membership certificates of equity in said corporations;
4, cooperative association shall fully complete,'cand the consolidated

arry out and perform all valid conditions, stipulations and con-
tracts heretofore made by said ,corporations or either of them;
and the new cooperative association shall pay and discharge all
Of liefls, claims and charges heretofore created or suffered by
either of them on their respective properties and shall pay and
discharge all valid debts and obligations of every name, kind and
description heretofore incurred or assumed by, or now existent
against either of said corporations. It being the intentions of
the two corporations hereto that the newly organized cooperative
association will take over all of the assets of the parties hereto
and will in turn assume all of the obligations of these parties.
Specifically included in the obligations to be assumed by the new
cooperative association are any capital credits earned by any of
the members or former members or any other obligations growing out
of the e quity payments of members or former members or any member-
ship rights that any member or former member ihay have against the
parties hereto.	 .	 .



3'i 	 the consolictation has been completed, the new
cooperative association	 have Its headquarters of..ces
and orincipal place of business in the City of Dickinson,
North Dakota. The new cooperative association, however,
will be obligated to maintain line service in the respect-
jre areas of the two corporations as they now exist, by
!naimaining adequate personnel in such areas.

I

" /4 • The number of directors oi' the new cooperatie associ-
ation shall be six (6) and the area to be served by the new
cooperative association shall be divided into six districts
with one director from each district. The districts shall
be as follows:

District No.!- The area served by the Halliday and Dodge
Exchanges.	

'I
District No.2- The area served by the Grassy Butte, Killdeer

and Dunn Center Exchanges.

District No.3- The area served by the Manning Exchange and
the proposed South Heart Exchange.

District No. J !. - The area served by the Rhame and Amidon
Exchanges.

District No-5- The area served by the Ladd and Scranton
Exchanges.

District No.6- The area served by the Bucyrus Exchange and
proposed Regent Exchange.

'L 5. The names and residences of the persons to be the first
directors Of the new cooperative association and the districts
they reoresent are as follows:

DistrictNo.1- Dan Kisse, Halliday, North Dakota
DistrictNo.2- John £Ieisch, Dunn Center, North Dakota
District NO-3- Frank Kubik, Jr., Manning, North Dakota
DistrictNo. L._ Leonard Bowman, Rhame, North Dakota
District No-5- Arvy Enloe, Rhanie, North Dakota
District No.6- Ransom Knutson, Ralph, South Dakota

Any vacancies occurring in the Board of Directors shall be. filled
only by members in good standing residing within the, districts
named above. The by-laws shall provide that the terms of office
Of the directors shall be staggered so that the terms of the
Directors from Districts numbers 1 and 6 shall expire at the
same time: District numbers 2 and 5 the following year and 3
and LL the year thereafter. Thereafter at each annual meeting
directors shall be elected for a term of three years to Liil
the terms of the directors as they shall expire.

6. When the membership of the two parties hereto shall approve
of this consolidation o:Lan as herein set forth, the parties shall
forthwith proceed to file and record the necessary Articles of
Consolidation with the Secretary of State of the State of North
Dakota and to carry out* all of the necessary legal steps and re-
quirements both in the states of North. and South Dakota so as to
complete the consolidation forthwith and to obtain approval from
11 regulatory bodies as required. by law. The two corporations
will, therupon and without delay deliver to the new cooperative
association all of the properties, books, records, and other' assets
in accordanóe with the terms hereof and will execute a].]. of the



	 v,j 1 	 necessary papers anc'. LflsDrumen
	 0L UUULL	 mj

	•	 necSsary to effect the intent and purpose of this corisoli-
dation plan and to carry out the same in an orderly and
forihright manner.

" 
7. In the event that the membership of either of the

parties hereto fails to approve of this consolidation plan
according to law on or before the 15th day of December, 1960,
then and in that event this plan of consolidation shall be
null and void and of no force and effect.

It

PROPOSED EFFECT OF THIS CONSOLIDATION PLAN ON NE .iBERS OF THE

RESPECTIVE CORPORATIONS 	
/

is expected that the members of the two respective
corporations will benefit from this consolidation because of
the savings in costs of operation of . the consolidated associ-
ation/as compared to the two individual cor?oration$ . At the
present time the two corporations are maintaining headquarters
offices in the Cities of Kildeer and Bowman, respectively.
Both of these offices maintain a staff consisting of a manager
and additional office help. It is proposed that the effect o
U _ is consolidation will be to. lessen this overhead expense.
Since the corporation and the new cooperative association will

tbe ooeraed on a non-profit or cooperative basis, any saving of
expense will be passed on in the nature of a saving to the in-
dividual members.

11111

ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION OF CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

TO: BE MEEER, SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA.

ARTICLE I

" The name of the cooperative will he CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE
COOPERATIVE, and it shall be governed by the laws of the State
of North Dakota.

ARTICLE II

" The place where the principal business of the cooperative
will be transacted is Dickinson, Stark County, North Dakota, and
U 	 period of existence of said cooperative , shall be perpetual.

ARTICLE III

The purpose for which the new cooperative association is
organized is to furnish, improve and expand telephone service.

ARTICLE IV .

" The cooperative is organized without capital stock ande
property rights and interests of the members shall be unequal.
The general rules applicable to all members by which the propeity
rights and interests respectivelyof. each member shall be deter-
mined and fixed are as follows: 	 *

Upon liquidation, after (a) all debts and liabilities
of the cooperative shall have been paid and b) all.
capital furnished through patronage shall have been
retired as provided in the By-Laws, the . remaining pro-
perty and assets of the cooperative shall be 'distributed
among the members and former members in the proportion
which the aggregate patronage of each bears to the total
nniirminmp nf n1') iih nmhrs -



<7	 ARTICLE if

The territory intended to he served by said cooperative and
the counties through which said lines are intended to be run
and are run include the countie of Adams, Bowman, Hettinger,
Slone, Billings, Stark, Dunn and cKnzie counties in North
Dakota and the counties of Harding and Perkins in South Dakota.
The places from which lines are intended to be run and are
running include the towns of Halliday, Dodge,. Grassy Butte,
Killdeer, Dunn Center, anning, South Heart, Rhame, Amiclon,
Ladd, Scranton, Bucyrus and Regent, in North Dakota and which
lines are intended to run between these towns with branches
contemplated to all of the rural areas between them and the
trade area that those towns sev. The estimated length of these
lines is 3000 miles and the estimated cost thereof is three
million dollars.

ARTICLE VI

The cooperative shall have six directors and he names and
residences of the persons ' who shall constitute the first Board
of Directors of the new cooperative in accordance with the con-
solidation plan, and who shall serve until their successors are
elected and aualified are:

I

NA
	

RESIDENCE

John Meisch
	 Dunn Center, North Dakota

Dan Kisse
	 Halliday, North Dakota

Frank Kubik, Jr.	 Manning, North Dakota

Arvy Enloe
	 Rhame, North Dakota

Ransom Knutson
	 Ralph, South Dakota

Leonard wman
	 Rhame, North Dakota.

The foregoing consolidation plan which includes the proposed
effect of the plan on members of the respeotive corporations as
well as Articles of Association, was prepared by a committee
selected by the Board of Directors of the two corporations and
is herewith respectfully submitted to the membership of the two
corporations for their approval.

John £.ieizch
	

Arvy Enloe

Dan Kisse
	

Ransom Knutson

Frank Kubik, Jr.	 Leonard Bowman

The foregoing being all of the. members of said committee."

WITNESS The signatures and seals of the mutual aid corporations

signatory hereto this _30th day of November .. 1960.

BOWMAN-SLOPE RURAL TELEPHONE NUTUAL
AID C0RPOR4TI0r a corporation,

Its Pr(s:Lcient

its Vice Predent

ATTEST:

By
crery=Ti'asurer

By



7?
ATTEST:

• 	 S	 'S	 S	
- 	

.-'	 I

S.-
SecretaryTreaSUrerV•	 /

DUNN TELEPHONE .IUTUAL AID.
CORPORATION, a corporatOfl

By
Its president

By	 A: .... .•	 -F-....	 -

Its Vice president

RK

State of North Dakota )
ss

County oi•'	 i
.1	 /I

On this 4 -- day of 	 1960, before	 /

-	 -	 a Notary Public .i.r anc. for saia county and sate

persbnallY appeared Arvy Enloe, Ransom Knutson, and Leonard Bowman,
known to me to be the president, Vice Presidnt and Secretary-Treasurer,
respecbivèly, of the corporation that is described in arid that executed
the within and forerOifl instrument, and acknowieded to me that such
corporation executed the saute.

S	 ' '' •-' I

2)	 ....j

NotEry public,
My conuhissiOn expires

State of North Dakota )
SS

County of Stark	 )
'I

On this 12th day of December	 , 1960, before me,
Norbert J. Muc1i	 , a Notary Public in and for Stark

bnty, North Dakota, personally appeared John Neisch, Dan Kisse and
Frank Kubik, Jr., known to me to he the president, Vice president and
Secretary, respectively, of the corporation that . is described in and
that executed the within and foreoifl instrument, and acknow1ec1ed
to me that such corporation executed the same.

•1

;-JOruERT J. MUGGLI
Notary public, Stark
County North Dota.
My commission expiresJufle- 29. 19.

21;q
•.•
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cU1AL TELEFCE :flUAL MD CCPCAiCN XIDDUNN T'ELEPHONZ MUTUAL AID CO:PC;ATiOi

CCN3CL D:.TE() TELNO	 CCOEiAT P/E

1L UE S3t.t) AS SECiE1Ai'! C SlATE C7 THE STATE C7 NORi1 DI\OIA D I1E& CZF1TIS
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CERTIFICATE OF AIENDflNT

OF

ARTICLES OF CONSOLIDATION

OF

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE
It

b	 -

II

i n, 	 President and Sccrstary of CONSOLIDATED

a'i COf.ho eby certify:
.\nual 	 of the I. ibers of the Coopera-

•:	 orth Dakota on October . 10, 1964, pur-
m C	 o. so -coti :	 CL' 'it ma..]oo to il the members

thorf; th;	 prpoc of sich meeting, among. other things, and
as stt	 i	 h'	 of the .jioeting, ias to amend ArtIcle VIII of
the A:.c	 of Co olidatioti, and that the proposed Amendment was
co	 '' as	 quorum present at sal d
miy c:c that iaic'. ceti n: :as hold in the Community. Building in

	

)'l' ;	 or 	 D'oe at 1:00 o'clock,
p . j . oi-i tb:: iftil	 o... October, A. D.,, 1964, and that a quorum
was	 C.1at :iri and acted. throughout; that there were
2,253	 of th: iat. Of	 !.d:a	 -meeting; that at said meet-

ic and inc follo'iing resolution
was aciot :	 - r. •. fL:iv vote of 533 5.ri favor and 4 against, being
a a.or::; o. LilO	 rs a	 moot:Lfl VQtlrig on such question, to-wit:

tc.n 10 '7Ori . Attoiri i Norbort J. iuggli to
::o ovor nd e:zplai to tho miiborshIp the proposed amendments
to th Artic.is arid T3:-La:s havin to do with the increase of
Urioctor; rcin si:: to even and provid:irig for a director from
the no:oroposed district of. Richardofl. t . r. Ieiuggli then ex-
plained to the momborship that it was necessary that both 'the

c.c	 nd	 —.La'd' s cm iued o as to first ot all permit
the Board to bo increased from six to seven members and then
to provide that tho new district would comprise the area sewed
by the Richardton c::change arid to.. name a director from that -
district. It was oxp1inoci that at the resont time, the oople
served by the Richarcltoni exchange did riot have a member on the
Board of Directors. - It was also explained that the Richardton -
exchange included the Taylor-area and the surroundiflg areas
that wore being witchod out of the presentRichardtofl exchange.
The proposed amenidmont to ihe Articles arid By-Laws to effect

• this change were sot forth 'in. full in the Notice of the Annual
:'.Ioeting. The proposed amendment of the Articles -amended Arti-
cleVIII -and thc . proposed.araefldfllent to the By-Laws amended 5cc-
t.ons 1, 2 and 3- of Article IV of the By-Laws. It was the con-
sensus o.." the membership that the ArtIcle and ByLa'iJmefldmefl1s.
should ba adopted so as to giVe the people in the IUchard'Gon
area a voice on th Board of Directos. Upon a motion made :by
14r. Bm Strom, seconded by r. Charles Kovash and carried by
votC of 533 in favor and M against, the following resolution
'ias acTted:

RESOLVED, That Aticle VIII of the Articles of Consoli-
dation be amended to read as follows: 	 .	 . .

I

I A].ltjcJ.0 VIII. The Cooperative' shall be managed
by a Board of Directorsconsisting of sevon (7) memb-
ers who shall orvc such terms as may be specified-	 .•	 .
in the By-Laws. The By-Laws may also divide the-.	 . • -• .
area irito districts and in order to insure- equit-
able representation on the Board of Directors,t
	

. 	 . 	 - 	 •- -.-:
rio B,-Lo:b may require uiemberb to be residents of such districtS

to qualify to servo on the Board of Directors. The
term of office of Directors shall be foL' tho years,
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or until their successors are electect anct quaJ..-
ied, and the By-Laws mj provide for a method or

erin the tsrnis of the directors.

The ndersined herewith certify that SUCi Amendmenl; of Article

ViI of the Articles of ConsolidatiOn aforementioned was duly, iegu-
I	 ac.o)0C	 id	 'e urc.eri r 3o. Pro'J.-

dent was authorized to si;r the Certificate, and the undersigned Secre-

tary to attest the same, and to place the Corporate Seal thereon and
to have and to cause the same to be filed a 	 mnd recorded in the sae

manner as the oriinaJ. Articles of Consolidation.

The affiants further certify that said Resolution amending Article
VII of the Articles of ConsolidathaVC not )eenitered, amended,
chan:.ed or appealed in any way, and that the same 15 still in full

ror	 and efec.

iIiiSS WIiiO, Th have sinec these presenls and affixed
L	 0	 oo e	 iv C	 of October,	 D

U.

I

	

JOi	 i.ieisch, iresicient

ATTiST:

"I	 •	 /
,'	 I' I .	 ' L	 ./	 :/. •)	 A.

•

Stj.1Aj:: O;t l jIO:)i DA(/i.A

(Q1jj'j	 O1	
5	

j

On	 2	 da o' O;o, A. D.,	 before me, Norbert
.11

J . .ii/;li, a notary public in nd.'or StarlcCouuty, North Dakota, per
sonally anpearco John c'ielsch	 i. Ch ..osV. Dvoral:, to me personally
known, who, bnin both Lli'ut duly sworn, did acl:now:Ledge and say that
John i.Ieisch is tho	 'us:ent	 .	 V . Dvoral: is the Secretary.,

:sooe r	of GO O Ti ­­`,) 2	 C	
COO, te SC

aL::nd to sa:Lcl J.nstruent is the Corporate Seal of said CoperatiVe;

that the said Inst ri.sent was : I	 and sea led on behalf of said Coop-

c rat iv Ie y authority Of its I:1C1)erJ

The said John N:.seh, ?re:;:deni, and Cha 1.cs V. Dvorak, Secretary,
T	 I	 )	 _ O )	 ii 	 o' Octooer, A.D.,

195 1!, are kno'in to me to ne the	 's Id •nt and Ceei'etary of said Coop-

erat:Lve, and the porso'.'hose names are su r3crioCdi to and who . execu-

t ccl the 'or •;oIn; :Lnserumeut	 ci	 al:Ly to mc acknowledged that they

e::enitod the 5D.IflC.

Notary fu;.LLC
;ari: County, North Dakota
J,, Comm:i.usiofl Expires June 29, 1970,
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CERTIFICATE or AMENDMENT

LI

IE1

H

OF

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the State of North Dakota, hereby certifies that duplicate

originals of Articles of Amendment to the Articles of Incorporation of
'tf:! .•j-;..l..

duly signed and verified pursuant to the provisions of the Norh Dakota_CO3(AJE
Corporation Act, have been received in this office and

are found to conform to law.

ACCORDINGLY the undersigned, as such Secretary of State, and by virtue of the authorit
vested in him by law, hereby issues this Certificate of Amendment to the Articles of Incorpora'

tion of

and attaches hereto a duplicate ori ginal of the Articles of Amendment.

IN TESFIMONY \Vl-IEaEOF, I have hereto
set my hand and affixed the Great Seal of
the State of North-Dakota at the Capitol in

the City of Bismarck,--Z-;co;	 day

of

Secretary of State	 . .	 .

Pile No.___.7c!.G-	 By

DUPLICATC
	 Deputy

"Buy .Vo,I1: !)Rohi Pruiur, 	 .	 .

- -----.	 ..

Ft
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ARTICLES OF Ar.IENDMEN

to the

ARTICLES OF ASSOC IATION

of

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPE RATIVE

Pursuant to provisions of Chapter 10-15 of the North Dakota
Century Code, the undersigned cooperative adopts the fol1owng

Articles of AmanclmeFtt to its Articles of Association:

ARTICLE 1. The name of the cooperative is consolidated
Telephone Cooperative.

ARTICLE 2. The following Amendment of Articles of
Association was adopted by the members of the Cooperative
on January 25, 1984, at a Special Meeting of Members, in the
manner prescribed by the North Dakota Century Code:

ARTICLE III

The purpose for which the now cooperative
association is organized is to furnish,
improve and expand telephone service, and
to engagein activities within the purposes
for which cooperatives may be organized."

ARTICLE 3. The number of members of the Cooperative at
the time of such adoption was 3921.

ARTICLE 4. The number of xiiembers who voted for such amend-
ment was 75 and the number of members who voted against such
amendment was 8.

DATED this 2nd day of February, 1984.

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

B	 //c!,O (L..&
FFedKlee, Président

3
(llTDputç.)	 and	 -

j	 ..f)	 f•

Id	 It'
Williarçi Stegne, Secretary

'• r'	 .I r
•	 ::" ..-

•	 •.;

•	 i	 ni..._o	 .4	 .3	 .

-1-	
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STATE or NORTH DAKOTA	 )
ss

COUNTY )FST K	 ) I
On this 2nd day of February, 1984, before me, a Notary Public

in and for said County .and State, personally appeared Fred Klee
• and William Stegner, known to me to be the persons whose names

are subscribed to the foregoing instrument and acknowledged to
me that they executed the same.

'1.1	 • ________
Claudette M. Abel, Notary Public	 •
State of North Dakota
My Commission Expires: 9-17-87

Fi#ing Fee -------------- ----- $25.00 	 • .1
•	 •
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CERTIFICATE OF AMENDMENT

OF

COSOL!!d\TE TELPIIOE COOPERP.TIVE

The undersigned, as Secretary of State ot the State of NorthDak9ta, hereby certifies tfiat duplicate

originals of Articles of Amendment to the Articles of Incorporation of
cOisO!.IDP.TP TELEPi!O!E COOPE!ATI'i

duly signed and verified pursuant to the provisions of the North Dakota 	 .

C-flPflATIUi	 Corporation Act, have been rcceivcdin this office and

are found to conform to law. 	 .	 .	 .

ACCORDINGLY the undersigned, as such Secretary of State, and by virtue of the authority
vested in him by law, hereby issues this Certificate of Amendment to the Articles of Incorpora-

tion of	 COiSflLI nrTrD TLEPI3 ccaPERr!vF._

Enlarge nurnoses.

and attaches hereto a duplicate original of the Articles of Amcñdrncnt.
Li

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
•	 my hand and affixed the Great Seal of the State at

the Capitol in thq City of Bismarck, this 3rd

day of	 Febi'uaI	 AD., .19_

41.

:

,FileNo. 70(c
/

DUPLICATE
t'.

H	 .	 ..

Can	 Secretary of State..

Deputy.





ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT

to the

ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION

of

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

Pursuant to provisions of Chapter 10-15 of the North Dakota
Century Code, the undersigned cooperative adopts the following
Articles of Amendment to its Articles of Association:

ARTICLE 1. The name of the cooperative is Consolidated
Telephone Cooperative.

ARTICLE 2. The following Amendment of Articles of
Association was adopted by the members of the Cooperative
on January 25, 1984, at a Special Meeting of Members, in the
manner prescribed by the North Dakota Century Code:

ARTICLE III

"The purpose for which the new cooperative
association is organized is to furnish,
improve and expand telephone service, and
to engage in activities within the purposes
for which cooperatives may be organized."

ARTICLE 3. The number of members of the Cooperative at
the time of such adoption was 3921.

The number of members who voted for such amend-
the number of members who voted against such

2nd day of February, 1984.

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

By	 ([ 1C.0
Fred Klee, President

and

William Stegner, ecretary

.1
.	 .

-1-
-4

-	 --

ARTICLE 4.
ment was 75 and
amendment was 8.

DATED this
,?yq

.......
(S.ci.taxy of State)

.......
By Deputy)



STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA	 )
ss

COUNTY OF STARK	 )

On this 2nd day of February, 1984, before me, a Notary Public
in and for said County and State, personally appeared Fred Klee
and William Stegner, known to me to be the persons whose names
are subscribed to the foregoing instrument and acknowledged to
me that they executed the same.

7?
Claudette M. Abel, Notary Public
State of North Dakota
My Commission Expires: 9-17-87

Filing Fee-------------------$25.00

-2-
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Trrfifiratr of AutInrtt

I , ESSIE -WI-EDENMkN	 , Secretary of State of the State of South Dakota, do

hereby certify that -------------------- CONSOLIDATED --ELEPHONECOOPATI

a Corporation of the State of ____N0RTH__DAKGrA---------- ,located at

Street, City of --------- Dickiason-------------------- County of

Star.k----------------, State of ----------- lorth.flakota ------------ having paid the

sum of ------- ----Dollars, the fee required by law,
rereLpt whereof is hereby acknowledged- and havin g in all thin's corntLeci with the requirements of the
laws of this State pertaining to Foreign Corporations, is duly authorized to transact husness, and to
acquire, hold or dispose of property in this State upon the following conditions:

That such Corporation shall file an annual report with the Secretary of State as provided by Section
11.2104, South Dakota Code of 1939, and laws amendatory thereto.

That such Corporation shall not enter into any combination, conspiracy, trust, pool, agreement or contract
intended to restrain or prevent competition in the supply or price of any article or commodity in general
use in the State, or constituting a subject of trade or, commerce therein, or which shall, in any manner
control the price of any such article or commodity, fix the price thereof, limit or fix the amount or quantity
thereof to be manufactured, mined, produced or sold in this State, or fix any standard or figure by which
its price to the public shall be in any manner controlled or established.

That such Corporation shall be subject to all the liabilities and
restrictions that are or may be imposed upon corporations of like
character organized under the laws of this State, and shall be
subject to all laws of this state relating to Foreign Corporations.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereuito set my hand and
affixed the Great Seal of the State of South Dakota, at Pierre,

the Capital. this -- --- b day of

SECRETARY OF STATE



CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY

I, CHERYL BORTH, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT, I AM THE

SECRETARY OF CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE (HEREINAFTER

CALLED THE "COOPERATIVE"); THE ATTACHED ARE TRUE AND CORRECT

COPIES OF THE DOCUMENTS ON FILE WITH THE RESPECTIVE SECRE-

TARIES OF STATE.

CHERYL ObIRTH, SECRETARY

fi / 9 9&
DATE



SEARCH OF RECORDS REPORT

April 26, 1990

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE
P0 BOX 1077
DICKINSON, ND 58601

The following is the base data on file in the Office of the
Secretary of State on CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

Entity Type: COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION

State of Organization: ND

Current Status: Active

Status Date: 12/30/60

Last Annual Report Filed: 02/28/90

Last Annual Report Year: 90

Registered Agent:
Address:

Class:	 Number of Shares:	 Par:

For Reference: Darcy Schlosser	 701-224-4283
Clerk	 Phone



Dakota 58505
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4D PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

PLIC UTILITIES DIVISION___.	 j

Fahn

Commission
Dakota

Mr. Patrick J.
Chief, Engineer
Public Service
State of North
State Capitol
Bismarck, North

Dear Pat:

-_- CONSOLIDATED-_- TELEPHONE- -
COOPERATIVE

YOUR COMMUNICATIONS SOURCE
BOX 1077 - DICKINSON, NORTH DAKOTA 58601

701-225-6061

March 27, 1990

In reference to your request on March 8, 1990, we offer the
following copies from our files:

CASE NO.	 PCN NO.

1. 4982	 340
2. 5489	 384
3. 5605	 400
4. 6058	 437
5. 6143	 449
6. 6336	 463
7. 6351
8. 8883
9. South Dakota PCN Order No. F-2789
10. Articles of Consolidation of Bowman-Slope and Dunn

Mutual Aid into Consolidated Telephone
11. Amendment of Articles of Consolidation
12. Articles of Amendment to the Articles of Association
13. Certificate of Authority for the State of South Dakota

02110BA
	

"OWNED BY THOSE WE SERVE"



Mr. Patrick J. Fahn
Page Two
March 27, 1990

I have also enclosed a certificate from Cheryl Borth, Secretary
of the Board of Directors indicating that these are true and
correct copies of the documents on file with the respective
Secretaries of State.

Yours truly,

CONS LIDATED ELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

7 Gene if. Gèndreau
Chie4 Financial Officer

dw

End.



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

** * * * ** ***

In the Matter of the Joint	 )
Application of the Dunn Tele-
phone Mutual Aid Corporation,
and the Bowman-Slope Rural
Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation
for an order authorizing the con-
solidation of these two corporations
into one corporation to be known as
the "Consolidated Telephone Cooperative."

CASE NO. 6058

ORDER AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING CONSOLIDATION

BY THE COMMISSION:

On the 21st day of December, 1960, the Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corp-

oration, a corporation of Killdeer, North Dakota, and the Bowman-Slope Tele-

phone Mutual Aid Corporation, a corporation of Bowman, North Dakota, filed a

joint application requesting authority to consolidate into one corporation to

be known as the "Consolidated Telephone Cooperative".

IT APPEARING that the two applicants are duly organized and existing

corporations organized under and by virtue of the laws of the State of North

Dakota; both have franchises and are serving telephone patrons in an area

generally covering the Southwestern portion of North Dakota; and both are

financed through the Rural Electrification Administration of the United States

of America; and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that a consolidation plan was prepared and submitted

to the memberships of both of these corporations at their annual meetings called

for that purpose and that the members of the Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corp.-

oration at such annual meeting on the 15th day of October, 1960, voted to con-

solidate according to said plan at which meeting 166 members voted in favor of

such plan and 36 members voted against the same; that the Bowman-Slope Rural

Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation at an annual meeting of its members called for

that purpose on the 20th day of October, 1960, also voted in favor of such con-

solidation plan by a vote of 128 members voting in favor of the same and 34

members voting against; and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that by such consolidation the two corporations will

become one corporation thereby reducing the costs of operation and management

of such corporation and thereby rendering a savings to all of the parties using



(SEAL)

MARTIN VAALER
Commissioner

ERNEST D. NELSON
Commissioner

ATTEST:

ZcL
Secretary

Order Authorizing etc.
Case No. 6058	 Page 2

the telephone services furnished by said applicants herein, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the above two applicants have fulfilled the

requirements of the law relative to such consolidation and that upon the com-

pletion of such consolidation all of the rights and all of the property of

each of the individual applicants shall be by operation of law vested in the•

new association with no reversion or impairment thereof caused by such consol-

idation and that no right of any creditor will be impaired by such consolidation

without such creditors consent; and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the consolidation of the above two corporations

is consistent with the public interest.

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the application of the above two corp.-

orations for authority to consolidate be and hereby is authorized and approved

in all respects; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that upon return of all previously issued certificates

of convenience and necessity by both consolidating companies a new certificate

will be issued to the consolidated company.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota this 30th day of December, 1960.

BY THE COr4MISSION:

ANSON J. ANDERON
President

"Buy DAKOTA MAID Flour"



CERTIFICATE OF ANEDNEW

OF

ARTICLES OF CONSOLATION

OF

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

We, the undersigned, President and Secretary of CONSOLIDATED

TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, hereby certify:

That a Regular Annual Meeting of the Members of the Coopera-
tive was held in Dickinson, North Dakota on October 10, 1964, pur-
suant to Notice of said meeting which was mailed to all the members
thereof; that the purpose of such meeting, among other things, and
as stated in the Notice of the meeting, was to amend Article VIII of
the Articles of Consolidation, and that the proposed Amendment was
contained in said Notice, that there was a quorum present at said
meeting and that said meeting was held in the Community Building in
the City of Dickinson, Stark County, North Dakota at 1:00 o'clock,
P. M. on the 10th day of October, A. D., 1964, and that a quorum
was present at said meeting and acted throughout; that there were
2,253 members as of the date of said meeting; that at said meet-
ing, the following proceedings were had and the following resolution
was adopted by an affirmative vote of 538 in favor and 14 against, being
a majority of the members at the meeting voting on such question, to-wit:

'The President then called upon Attorney Norbert J. Muggli to
go over and explain to the membership the proposed amendments
to the Articles and By-Laws having to do with the increase of
directors from six to seven and providing for a director from
the new proposed district of Richardton. Mr. Muggli then ex-
plained to the membership that it was necessary that both the
Articles and By-Laws be amended so as to first of all permit
the Board to be increased from six to seven members and then
to provide that the new district would comprise the area served
by the Richardton exchange and to name a director from that
district. It was explained that at the present time, the people
served by the Richardton exchange did not have a member on the
Board of Directors. It was also explained that the Richardton
exchange included the Taylor area and the surrounding areas
that were being switched out of the present Richardton exchange.
The proposed amendment to the Articles and By-Laws to effect
this change were set forth in full in the Notice of the Annual
Meeting. The proposed amendment of the Articles amended Arti-
cle VIII and the proposed amendment to the By-Laws amended Sec-
tions 1, 2 and 3 of Article IV of the By-Laws. It was the con-
sensus of the membership that the Article and By-Law Amendments
should be adopted so as to give the people in the Richardton
area a voice on the Board of Directors. Upon a motion made by
Mr. Ben Strom, seconded by Mr. Charles Kovash and carried by a
vote of 538 in favor and 14 against, the following resolution
was adopted:

RESOLVED, That A1'ticle VIII of the Articles of Consoli-
dation be amended to read as follows:

'Article VIII.The Cooperative shall be managed
by a Board of Directors consisting of seven '	 memb-
ers who shall serve such terms as maj b 

7)
e specified

in the By-Laws. The By-Laws may also divide the
area into districts and in order to insure equit-
able representation on the Board of Directors,
the By-Laws may require members to be residents of such distri
to qualify to serve on the Board of Directors. The
term of office of Directors shall be for tIe years,
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or until their successors are elected and quali-
fied, and the By-Laws may provide for a method of
staggering the terms of the directors.'

The undersigned herewith certify that such Amendment of Article
VIII of the Articles of Consolidation aforementioned was duly, regu-
larly and lawfully adopted at said meeting, and the undersigned Presi-
dent was authorized to sign the Certificate, and the undersigned Secre-
tary to attest the same, and to place the Corporate Seal thereon and
to have and to cause the same to be filed and recorded in the same
manner as the original Articles of Consolidation.

The affiants further certify that said Resolution amending Article
VIII of the Articles of Consolidation have not been altered, amended,
changed or appealed in any way, and that the same is still in full

force and effect.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, We have signed these presents and affixed
the Corporate Seal of said Cooperative this 	

C_
	 of October, A.D.,

1964.
?.-_1'_7(

Neisc , President

ATTEST:

Charles V. Dvorak, Secretary

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA)
ss

COUNTY OF STARK

On this 2S	 day of October, A. D., 1964, before me, Norbert
J. Nuggli, a notary public in and for StarkCounty, North Dakota, per-
sonally appeared John Meisch and CharlesV. Dvorak, to me personally
known, who, being both first duly sworn, did acknowledge and say that
John Neisch is the President and Charles V. Dvorak is the Secretary,
respectively, of CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE; that the S.
affixed to said instrument is the Corporate Seal of said Cooperative;
that the said instrument was signed and sealed on behalf of said Coop-
erative-by authority of its members.

The said John Neisch, President, and Charles V. Dvorak, Secretary,
who personally appeared before me on the .rday of October, A.D.,

1964, are known to me to be the president and Secretary of said Coop-
erative, and the persons whose names are subscribed to and who execu-
ted the foregoing instrument and severally to me acknowledged that they

executed the same.

Stark County, North Dakota
My Commission Expires June 29, 1970.
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

In the Wetter of the Application of
the Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone Mutual
Aid Corporation of Bowman, North Dakota,
(1) For a Certificate of Public Conven- 	 )	 CASE NO. 14982
ience and Necessity to construct and op.-
es-ate a telephone system; and, (2) For
authority to purchase certain existing tel-)
ephone properties.

FI,IWINGS OF FACT,
CONCLUSIONS AND ORDER

By the Commission:

On January 23, 1953 the Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone Mutual Aid Cor-

poration, of Bowman, North Dakota, filedan application with the Public

Service Commission: (1) For a Certificate of Public Convenience and

Necessity to construct and operate a telephone system in the Counties of

Bowman, Slope, Adams and Hettinger in the State of North Dakota; and (2)

For authority to purchase certain existing telephone properties hereinafter

described.

The application was set for public hearing at Bowman, North Dakota, on

February 25, 1953; all interested parties were notified of said hearing in

the manner provided by law; and at the time and place of hearing the follow-

ing appearances were entered:

M. S. BThNE, Attorney at law, Bowman, North Dakota, appearing for appli-

cant.

J. WARD WRAY, 344..6th Avenue South, Fargo, North Dakota, appearing for

applicant.

1	 CLARENCE E. BRYANT, Chief Engineer, North-Dakota Public Service Commis-

sion.

FINDINGS OF FACT

Upon consideration of the application and other evidence of record In

this proceeding, the Commission finds that:

(1) The Applicant, Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone
Mutual Aid Corporation, is a non-profit mem-
bership corporation organized and existing
under laws of the State of North Dakota for
the purpose of furnishing telephone service
to members at cost and not for profit.



Order in
Case No. 4982

(2) Applicant proposes at this time to construct
and operate a telephone system located in the
Counties of Bowman and Slope in the State of
North Dakota, and in Harding County in the
State of South Dakota, as shown in detail on
Exhibit No. 5 in this proceeding. Applicant
plans to eventually furnish telephone service
in other areas in North Dakota.inadditjon to
the above described territory. An estimated
1,138 subscribers will be served by construc-
tion and operation of telephone facilities in-
vOlved herein, of which approximately 608 will
be new subscribers now without telephone ser-
vice. It is the plan and purpose of the Co-
operative to provide telephone service for
the widest practical number of rural subscrib-
ers in its proposed service area. A substan-
tial number of occupied farms in the Coopera-
tive's proposed service area are now without
telephone service,

(3) Applicant proposes to install modern dial tel-
ephone facilities exclusively. New dial tel-
ephone exchanges will be established at Ladd
in Bowman County, and Cross in Slope County,
North Dakota, The existing magneto exchanges
at Rhanie and Scranton, North Dakota, to be ac-
quired, will be converted to dial operation,
All dial exchanges will be unattended but dial
assistance service will be available to sub-
scribers from Northwestern Bell Telephone Com-
pany at Lemmon, South Dakota. Extended scope
telephone exchange service will be available
to subscribers in the following exchanges:
Cross and Scranton; and Ladd and Bowman. Ap-
plicant will furnish service for 76 rural
subscribers in the vicinity of Bowman, and
20 rural subscribers in the vicinity of Mar-
marth, which subscribers will be switched at
Bowman and Marmarth, respectively, by North-
western Bell Telephone Company. Message toll
telephone service will be available to all
subscribers served by Applicant over toll
facilities owned by Northwestern Bell Tele-
phone Company.

2,

(4) Applicant has entered into agreemente to
purchase telephone facilities now owned and
operated by the following Companies: Domestic
Telephone Company, Marion Telephone Company,
Buffalo Springs Telephone Company, Deep Creek
& Harper Telephone Company, Table Mountain
Telephone Company, Amor Telephone Company,
Lone Tree Telephone Company, Hart Telephone
Company, Nebo Telephone Company, Langberg
Telephone Company, Mound Telephone Company,
Independent Telephone Company, Spring Creek
Telephone Company, Adalaide Telephone Com-
pany, Schaefer .Telephone Company, Rocky
Ridge Telephone Company, Whiting Telephone
Company, Buena Vista Telephone Company, Wood-
berry Telephone Company, Gascoyne Telephone
Company, Golden Ridge Telephone Company,and
Ludlow Telephone Company, all located in Ap-
plicant's proposed service area. The tele-
phone companies to be acquired now furnish
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telephone service for approximately 530 sub-
scribers, Telephone facilities owned and
operated by the companies to be acquired are
generally obsolete and in need of considera-
ble maintenance and repair. Rural telephone
lines owned by said companies are mainly of
the grounded (single wire) type and service
thereon is generally unsatisfactory due to
inductive interference caused by rural elec-
tric power lines in the vicinity thereof.
Applicant proposes to install modern dial

• .	 telephone facilities; to metallicize rural
telephone lines; to reduce the number of
subscribers per rural line; and to replace
obsolete equipment of acquired telephone
systems.

(5) Funds for construction of new telephone fac-
ilities, and for acquisition of existing tel-
ephone facilities, in the Cooperative's pro-
posed service area will be obtained from. sub-
scribers' membership fees of $15,929, and from
a loan of $839,000 from the United States Gov-
ernment through the Rural Electrification Ad-
ministration, Applicant has employed engineers,
experienced in the field of telephony, to fur-
nish plane and specifications for the proposed
telephone system and to supervise construction
of the system.

CONCLUSIONS

Upon consideration of the foregoing findings of fact, the Commission

concludes that issuance of a Certificate of Public Convenience and Neces-

sity to Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation to construct

and operate a telephone system upon the terms and conditions set forth

hereinafter, and that authorization to acquire existing telephone proper-

ties herein described, is consistent with the public interest.

ORDER

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS CRDERED that Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone Mutual

Aid Corporation, of Bowman, North Dakota, be issued a Certificate of Public

Convenience and Necessity to construct and operate a telephone system in

the Counties of Bowman and Slope in the State of North Dakota, as shown in

Exhibit No. 5 in this proceeding, exclusive of such territories or areas

therein served by existing unacquired telephone companies or systems. Minor

extensions of telephone facilities by Applicant, or by other telephone com-

panies or systems, to serve subscribers in territory contiguous to telephone

service areas shown in Exhibits No. 4 and 5, may be constructed if mutually

3.
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agreeable to the telephone companies involved, or upon specific authoriza-

tion by this Commission,

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that said Certificate of Public Convenience and

Necessity shall not preclude the issuance of Certificates of Public Conven-

ience and. Necessity to other non.-profit cooperative corporations or mutual

associations for construction and operation of rural telephone lines in the

above described territory If, after due notice and hearing, it appears that

the issuance of said Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity is

consistent with the public interest.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone Mutual Aid Cor-

poration be and hereby is authorized to acquire telephone plant and equipment

now owned and operated by the following Companies:

Name of Company

Domestic Telephone Co.
Marion Telephone Co.
Buffalo Springs Telephone Co.
Deep Creek & Harper Tel. Co.
Table Mountain Telephone Co.
Amor Telephone Co.
Lone Tree Telephone Co.
Hart Telephone Co.
Nebo Telephone Co.
Langberg Telephone Co.
Mound. Telephone Co.
Independent Telephone Co.
Spring Creek Telephone Co.
Adalaldo Telephone Co.
Schaefer Telephone Co.
Rocky Ridge Telephone Co.
Whiting Telephone Co.
Buena Vista Telephone Co.
Wood.berry Telephone Co.
Gascoyne Telephone Co.
Golden Ridge Telephone Co.
Ludlow Telephone Co.

Address

Bowman, N. D.
Rhame, N. D.
Buffalo Springs, N.D.
Rhame, N. D.
Bowman, N. D.
Bowman, N. D.
Bowman, N. D.
Rhame, N. D,
Rhame, N. D.
Rhame, N. D.
Rhame, N. D.
Rhame, N. D.
Rhame, N. D.
Rhame, N. D.
Rhame, N. D.
Scranton, N. D,
Scranton, N. D.
Scranton, N. D.
Scranton, N. D.
Scranton,. Ni D.
Buffalo Springs, N. D.
Ludlow, S. Dak.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone Mutual Aid. Cor-

poration shall continue present operations of acquired telephone systems,

pending rehabilitation and. conversion to dial operatio..

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 18th day of March, 1953,

BY THE COMMISSION:

• ELHER W. CART
President

ATTEST
ERST D. LSON

/	
HE HE

 Commissioner

Secretary
E. H. BRAT
Commissioner

Buy"DAKOTA MAID" Flour



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION ''	 .

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA ••
.	 ......	 .•	 *	 ,	 ;:.	 . '.	 .	 .,	 :	 ..:..

Irthe Matterofthe 'Ap1Iiati'bñ 'oi' tue ) ' 	 ''
Bowman-Slope.RuraiTelephqne Mutual Aid
Córpóra'Eith,...of'Bowman, Nth Dakota: 	 )	 '.''"
(l)ce For-aCert$icate of Public Qonven- ) 	 ..	 GASF NO..
±ezaxid'Necès.tty to construct and ).................	 .	 .
operate a.. telepho	 system; and (2), For ., )	 ..	 .. ... ..,.	 . .
authrity to ücIié certain ex: sti)	 \V!?

telephone properties.. ..................)...............	 Li.u=..L:
. .'	 r ......

ri., .............	 :'.., ....
'N 0 R 'TH

APPLICATION	 JLJC
,,..	 ..	 -	 ,,	 ,.., .....

TO THE PUBLIC SERVI9FCOMMISSION

• ,The-Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone Mtl Aid...qorporatio, ,a corpoiation,..of

Bowman orth. Daiçot, hqreinafteV	 a,

he Public Serftce Commission of ;, the Stateof Nor,:. Dakota, Q..set . a ,clay and-time

f
or,he ing.on,this Application ofthe Coo perative and in suppertof. said. Applica-

ion shows the. Commission as follows: — ,..,	 ..	 .,:, ........	 ..	 . 
.......................V 	..

.hYec...

That the Cooperative respectfully requests the Public Service Commission to
S..	 fl............

issue to it Sertifica.teof Conyenienyeand Neepesity pursu at to Sec.tinJ49-O3Ol

of th.eNorth Dakota Revised Code of 1913,..so... eCooperative,rrengage	 'the urn-
._s
th

.p	 .fl	 S. ...... ....

ishinof telephone service to the rural, areas as shown on he attached nap, which

is hpretonade a part of this5,!pJ4ca	 .,. .....
That . this Coop rative proposes to bring adequate1ephone ervice to the. v1d-

st .praotc ble, number 	 ral.areas po sibj in , the Counties of Bowmn,

Slope, Adams pnd , Hettinger. iithe Ste .oç.f o	 . akot ,.,an4Vppy Counties

to ..any'f said Counties •	co ...	 outh:Dakota.. That this

Cooperive believes . that public convenience an&necee,sity an best, be seve by.

granting said certificate,.,, 	 .. , .,•. ... . .	 .	 ..	 ..... . , .

Tat the Cooperative .resectfu1iy requests , p,e,miss,ior from the Public Seryi:'

Commission to, ae thehee4ter,.ed Telephone Qompaniu, '	and

rural lies. That these Telephone , ompa, exchanges-and rural ,lines are unau

to furnish adequate and. efficient telehone1 ,sevice to their subscribers and tha

due to said fact have given option agreements to the Cooperative so that the Co

operative may acquire them and give them 15ttr .nd"more Adqua't And efficiF'' .

service That the names of the Companies, exchanges,'JLural lines and thea

ident are as follows:-



Domestic Telephone Co.,	 Albert Foiske, Free.	 Bowman, North Dakota;

Marion Telephone Co.,	 Christ Smidesang, Pres	 Rhame North Dakota,

Buffalo Springs Telephone Co., Herbert Fisher, ;Pres..Buffal ..Sprjngs, North Dakota;

Deep Creek & Harper Telephone Co., H. R. Meggers, Pres. Rhame, North Dakota;

Table Mountain .Têl&hàreCb	 Glen Buckley, Free.	 Bowman, North Dakota;

Amor TelephbnYCó. 	 George Ehrmaritrout, Pres. Bowman, North Dakota;

Ludlow Telephone Co;•:	 .I'Hàrold Fist .. ..Pres .	 Ludlow, South Dakota,.

Lone Tree .Telephoe'Co;	 ...... :LawrnceFai.jsPre'e.	 man,No1iih Dakota;.

Hart Telephone.Co,; 	 Jack Idler — .:	 .tHhameNoi.th Dakota;

Nebo Telephone Co ! , ..............	 :.;.:..Rhame,.96rth:Dakota.

Langberg:.Telephone Co,,	 Vernon Miller, Pres.	 Rhante, North Dakota;

Mound Telephone Co., 	 E. J. Jones, Pres.	 Rhanie, North Dakota;

Independat Telephone Co.,	 Leonard Fischer res	 Rhame, North Dakota,

Spring Creek Telephone Co.,	 Arvy Enloe,	 re.	 Rhame, North Dakota;

Adalaide Telephone Co.,	 Helmar Hendrickson, Pres, Rhame, North Dakota;

Schaefer Telephone Co., 	 Walter Schaferj:Pi et Rhamej;NorthDákoba;

Rocky Ridge:Telephone Co., 	 Gordon Lode	 Scranton, North Dakota;

Whiting Telephone Co., 	 J. C. Ziebarth, Free.	 Scranton, North Dakota;

Buena Vista Telephone Co., 	 C. 0. Sipma, Pres,	 Scranton, North Dakota;

Woodberry Telephone Co.,	 H. J. Schumacher, Pres. Scranton, North Dakota;

Gascoyne Telephone Co,,	 George Repp, Pres. 	 Scranton, North Dakota;

Golden Ridge Telephone Co., Bernard Swanson, Pres, Buffalo Springs, North Dakota;

Facilities serving approximately 530 rural subsribers in the vicinity of the

following towns, Rhane, Scranton, Bowman, and Gascoyne in the State of North Dakota,

and Ludlow in the State of South Dakota; and that the proposed lines as hovni thn the

map, Bchibit (1) hereto attached, will connect approximately 678 new rural subscribers

That the Cooperative respectfully requests that the Public Service Commission

set a time and date for this hearing pursuant to law and give such notice as is re-

quired under the laws of the State of North Dakota;

The Cooperative further respectfully requests that the hearing on this Application

be held at the Court House in the Village of Bowman, County of Bowman and State of

North Dakota, or at some other available place in the Village of Bowman.

Dated this 21st day of January, 1953,

BOWMAN—SLOPE RURAL TELEPHONE MUTUAL AID CORPORATION

BY	 ARVY ENLOE
President

BY	 BERNARD SVNSGN
Secretary-
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I	 Wpicant,ttorneY	
Address:-os

Bowman, North Dakota1n1 

1 :'	 t

.,

.	 .	 ..	 ..

It On )dn oath deposes and says; that

	

In the ttti'	 entitled matter and case;

"'at ho hflII ronI-tha atova and roragoing Application and knows the contents

oof, and that the eei iti true of his best laiowledge, information and

.	 ,.	 .,	 .	 .

M S BYRND

	

b eribed and sworn to before 	 this	 J L	 day of January A D-1

	

,	 Z3

Notary Public, 	 Lounty, North Dakotas

'fT)	 Nr Coission Expire s 	 /7 /

K



cIELIFic AT I ON

STATE OF 1OTH DAKOTA)

County of i3urleicrh

I, ELMER OLSON, duly appointed Qualified and

acting Sec retary and Legal Keeper of the records ofthe
Public  Service Commission of the State of North Dakota,

do hereby ce r
tify that the hereto attached is atrue and

correct copy of the Order O f the Public Service Commission
dated November 7, 1 95 6 . entered in Ca se No.59, Grantin
the arplicaton of	 nn Tele nhone NJutt Aid Corp. , of i11deM

North Dakota a cart icate of convenience and necessity

and for autho r ity to purchase telephone properties, the

oricina1 of Which arpears of record and is on file in

the office of the said Public Service C ommission of the
State of N orth Daota

IN iITNE5 I HEEEOF, I have hereunto set my hand

and affixed the seal of the Public Dervice 6 ommission of
the State of N orth Dakota, at J ismarc.k, North dakota,

this 19th day of Novemher,1956,

Secretary, Public Service Commission
of the State of NO pth Dakota
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

* * ** * * *** *

In the matter of the Application of Dunn	 )
Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation, of
Killdeer, North Dakota: (1) For a oar-	 )
tificate of public convenience and neces- ) 	 CASE NO. 51489
sity to construct and operate telephone
facilities; and, (2) For authority to pur-
chase certain existing telephone properties.)

FINDINGS OF FACT,
CONCLUSIONS AND ORDER

By the Commission:

On September 12, 1956 the Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation of

Killdeer, North Dakota filed an application with the Public Service Commission:

(1) For a certificate of public convenience and necessity to construct and

operate telephone facilities in the Counties of Dunn, McKenzie and Billings in

the State of North Dakota; and, (2) For authority to purchase existing telephone

property now owned by the Stacker Telephone Company, of Halliday, North Dakota.

The application was set for public hearing at Killdeer, North Dakota

on October 10, 1956; all interested parties were notified of said hearing in

the manner provided by law; the hearing was duly held before Examiner Clarence

E. Bryant, and the following appearances were entered:

NORBERT J. IiUGGLI, Attorney, Dickinson, North Dakota appearing for

Applicant.

FINDINGS OF FACT

Upon consideration of the application and the evidence of record in this

proceeding, the Commission finds that:

(1) Applicant, Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation, is
a non-profit membership corporation organized and
existing under the laws of the State of North Dakota.
The Corporation was organized for the purpose of
furnishing telephone service to subscribers in its
proposed service area.

(2) Applicant proposes herein to construct and operate
a telephone system in parts of the Counties of Dunn,
McKenzie and Billings in the State of North Dakota.
The proposed service area is shown outlined in red
on the map entitled "Area Coverage Design" included
as part of Exhibit No. 3 in this proceeding. Appli-
cant proposes to establish new dial telephone ex-
changes at Dodge and Grassy Butte, North Dakota; to
convert the existing magneto exrmhange at Dunn Center,
Halliday and Manning, North Dakota to dial operation;
and to improve and expand rural telephone facilities
in said exchanges, and in rural territory in the



Findings, etc.
Case No. 5489	
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vicinity of Killdeer, North Dakota. Applicant
estimates that, after a five-year development
Period, it will furnish telephone service for
1 , 032 subscribers in its proposed service area,
including approximatei,y 635 rural subscribers now
without telephone service. The proposed service
area is now without telephone service of any kind,
or is inadequately served by the existing telephone
systems to be acquired. It is the plan and purpose
of the Company to provide telephone service for the
widest practicable number of subscribers in its pro-
posed service area.

(3) Applicant has entered into an agreement to purchase
the existing telephone property now owned and oper-
ated by the Stacker Telephone Company, of Halliday,
North Dakota. Said property consists of the local
exchange telephone facilities at Halliday and Dunn
Center, North Dakota, and a rural multi-party line
serving subscribers in Werner, North Dakota • The
Stacker Telephone Company now serves approximately
100 subscribers. The telephone facilities to be
acquired are manual magneto facilities and do not
provide adequate or efficient telephone service.

(4) Applicant also proposes to furnish telephone service
on areas now served by the following companies, when
and if said companies agree in writing to discontinue
operations and said agreements have been filed with
this Commission as part of the record in this pro-
ceeding: Manning Telephone Company, Manning, North
Dakota; North Line Telephone Company, Halliday,
North Dakota; Farmers Cooperative Telephone Company,
Halliday, North Dakota; Emerson Telephone Company,
Dunn Center, North Dakota; Renville Telephone
Company, Dunn Center, North Dakota; Crooked Creek
Telephone Company, Dickinson, North Dakota; Fayette
Telephone Company, Killdeer, North Dakota; and
Whetstone-Grassy Butte Telephone Company, Killdeer,
North Dakota. Said Telephone Companies now serve
about 150 subscribers and are located within
Applicant's proposed service area. Applicant does
not plan to purchase the existing telephone facil-
ities owned by said companies, but proposes only to
furnish telephone service to subscribers now served
by said systems after the various companies volun-
tarily agree to discontinue operations.

(5) Applicant plans to begin construction of the proposed
telephone system in the spring of 1957. Estimated
cost of construction of the system is $866,600.00.
The proposed telephone system will not duplicate or
interfere with the service or system of any other
telephone company.

(6) Funds for construction of new telephone facilities,
and for acquisition of existing telephone facilities,
in Applicant's proposed service area will be obtained
from subscribers membership fees and from a loan from
the United States of America, acting through the
Rural Electrification Administration. Applicant has
employed engineers experienced in the field of tele-
phone to furnish plans and specifications for the
proposed telephone system.

QcLUS IONS

Upon consideration of the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Commission
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Concludes: (1) that present and future public convenience and necessity re.-
quire construction and operation of the proposed telephone system; and, (2)
that authorization to acquire the existing telephone property herein described

is consistent with the public interest.

NEW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORD
ERED that Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation,

of Kifldeer, North Dakota be and hereby is issued a certificate of public con-

venience and necessity to construct and operate telephone facilities in the
territory in Dunn, McKenzie and Billings Counties in the State of North Dakota,

shown outlined in red on the map entitled "Area Coverage Design" included as
Part of Exhibit No. 3 in this proceeding, exclusive of the territories or areas

therein served by existing unacquired telephone companies or systems.

IT IS FURTHER ORDEREDthat said certificate of public convenience and ne-

cessity shall include the territories or areas now served by the existing tele-
phone companies or systems listed in paragraph (4) of the Findings of Fact here-
in, provided that said companies have agreed in writing to discontinue opera-
tions, and that said written agreements, or certified copies thereof, have been
filed with this Commission,

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that said certificate shall not preclude the issuance
of certificates of public convenience and necessity to non-profit cooperative
corporations or associations for construction and operation of rural telephone
lines in the above described territory if, after due notice and hearing, it

appears that the issuance of said certificates is consistent with the public
Interest.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Dunn T elephone Mutual Aid Corporation be and
hereby is authorized to purchase existing telephone property now owned by the
Stacker Telephone Company, 

of Halliday, North Dakota, upon the terms and con-
ditions set forth in the "Telephone Sales Agreement", identified as Exhibit No.

in this proceeding.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 7th day of November, 
1956.

SEAL	 PUBLIC SERVICE CCMMISSICjfl()

MARTIN

ATTEST:	
ERNESTD

vuMmIssioner

ANSON J. AR3 N
Coxnrnjssior

Buy "DAKOTA MAIn" W'I..,..



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

* **** ***** ***

In the Matter of the Joint Application of Consolidated
Telephone Cooperative, Dickinson, North Dakota, and 	 )
Northwestern Bell Telephone Company, Fargo, North
Dakota, for: (1) authority to transfer Northwestern
Bell Telephone Company's properties located in Regent,
North Dakota, to Consolidated Telephone Cooperative
and to amend the Certificates of Public Convenience 	 )
and Necessity accordingly; (2) authority for Consoli-
dated Telephone Cooperative and Northwestern Bell 	 )
Telephone Company to jointly provide Extended Area
Service between Consolidated Telephone Cooperative's	 )
Regent, North Dakota Exchange and Northwestern Bell
Telephone Company's Mott, North Dakota and New England, )
North Dakota Exchanges; (3) authority to amend Con-.- 	 )
solidated Telephone Cooperative's present Certificate )
of Public Convenience and Necessity to include the )
Regent community and surrounding area; and () author- )
ity to establish a new rate schedule for the Regent
Exchange.	 )

CASE NO. 651

FINDINGS OF FACT,
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On May 29, 1963, the Consolidated Telephone Cooperative, hereinafter re-

ferred to as the "Cooperative," and the Northwestern Bell Telephone Company,

hereinafter referred to as the "Corporation," and the two together referred to as

the "Applicants," filed a joint application with this Commission wherein they re-

quested the authority as set forth in the title of this Order.

On June lL, 1963, this Commission issued its Notice of Hearing and Order

of Suspension of the proposed rates wherein the hearing was scheduled for July 9,

1963, in Regent, North Dakota. Said Notice was given to all interested parties,

as provided by law, and the hearing was held, as scheduled, before Commissioner

Ben J. Wolf. The following appearances were entered:

NORBERT J. MUGGLI, Box 511, Dickinson, North Dakota, appearing for both

Applicants.

WALLACE OWEN, Bismarck, North Dakota, appearing as Chief Engineer, North

Dakota Public Service Commission.

After considering all relevant evidence of record, the Commission now

makes the following:

FINDINGS OF FACT

(1) The Cooperative is a non-profit membership corporation duly
organized and operating under the laws of the State of North
Dakota and conducting a telephone utility business in the
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general area of Southwestern North Dakota. The Corporation
is a foreign corporation duly authorized to do business in
North Dakota as a telephone utility and does operate such
a business in most areas of North Dakota.

(2) The Corporation owns and operates a telephone exchange

serving the City of Regent, North Dakota, and surrounding

rural, area. Said exchange is in need of modernization in

order to make it compatible with Direct Distance Dialing,
and in addition the rural areas of the exchange are not
presently receiving either adequate or complete telephone
service.

(3) The Applicants propose that the ownership of the Regent
Exchange property be transferred from the Corporation to
the Cooperative and that Extended Area Service be pro-
vided jointly between the Regent Exchange and the Cor-
poration's Mott and New England Exchanges. The Cooperative
proposes, upon approval of the requested authority, to apply
to the Rural Electrification Administration for additional
loan funds to be used in rebuilding the existing Regent
Exchange and in extending the rural system in order that the
area may receive more modern and complete dial telephone
service. The REA his indicated informally that funds would
be available to the Cooperative for this proposed project.

(4) The Applicants conducted joint interviews of all present
or prospective subscribers of the Corporation's Regent
Exchange and explained the proposed plan and the effect
of said plan on the subscriber. Approximately 245 persons
were contacted and of these only 8 per cent were not in
favor of the plan.

(5) As a result of the proposed transfer of property, the Regent
subscribers' rates will be increased. This is due to the
difference in the Applicants' rate schedules and because of
proposed improved quality of service as well as the added
service available to them from the proposed enlarged calling
area. Said enlarged calling area will include previously
unserved portions of the Regent Exchange as well as the
toll-free calling available through the proposed Extended
Area Service between the Regent Exchange and Mott and be-
tween the Regent Exchange and New England. The main
telephone stations accessible toll-free upon completion
of this project will be approximately 1600. This places
the Regent Exchange in the Cooperative's "D" rate group
which rates are higher than existing Northwestern Bell
rates. However, this increased rate for Regent subscribers
will not be effective until the modernization and expansion
programs are completed and the improved and expanded ser-
vice is initiated.

(6) The proposals in this proceeding are part of a package of
proposals that the Applicants have agreed to which pro-
vides for several transferrals of property from one to
the other of the Applicants on a dollar for dollar basis
with no extra monetary considerations involved. The pack-
age of proposals, if approved and consummated, is designed:
(a) to correct and improve service area boundaries between
the Applicants' territories; (b) to eliminate switching
arrangements between the Applicants; (c) to increase and
improve calling areas available toll-free to the Applicants'
subscribers; (d) to improve the operating economies of both
Applicants; and, (e) in general, to improve the quality of
telephone service in the affected areas of Southwestern
North Dakota.
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(7) The hearing in this matter was well attended by local residents,
none of which expressed any relevant or organized opposition to
the proposals advanced by the Applicants.

From the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Commission now makes the following:

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

(1) The proposed transfer of telephone property is in the public
interest.

(2) The proposed expanded telephone service is in the public interest.

() The construction and operation of the proposed telephone system

is in the public interest.

(4) The proposed rates for telephone service are fair and reasonable.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the Applicants be and hereby are:

(1) Authorized to transfer ownership of the Northwestern Bell
Telephone Company's Regent, North Dakota exchange properties
from that company to the Consolidated Telephone Cooperative.

(2) Authorized to establish Extended Area Service between the
Corporation's Mott exchange and the Cooperative's Regent
exchange and between the Corporation's New England exchange
and the Cooperative's Regent exchange.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Cooperative be and hereby is:

(1) Granted an amended Certificate of Public Convenience and
Necessity which ext.ends:their authority to construct and
operate a telephone system into the Regent area including
the red shaded area shown on the map introduced as Exhibit
No. 1, but excluding all areas therein served by existing
unacquired or unabandoned telephone companies.

(2) Authorized, upon completion of the construction and other
work necessary to establish the proposed new exchange
service and the proposed HAS, and upon initiation of these
services, to apply the following schedule of rates for
dial telephone service in the Regent exchange:

LOCAL EXCHANGE MONTHLY RATES

1 - Party

2 - Party
4 - Party
Rural Multi-Party
Extensions

BUSINESS

11.00

9.75

9.50
1.60

RESIDENCE

7 . 25
6.50

5.75
7.50
1.25

Service Station Switching Fee - $3.50
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Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 26th day of August, 1963.

BY THE CONMLSSION:

RICHARD J. THOMPSON
President

(SEAL)
BRUCE HAGER

Commissioner

BEN J. WOLF
Commissioner

ATTEST:

/:fCt (L:
Secretary

"Buy NORTH DAKOTA Products"



PUBLIC SERVICE .UMM1SSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
******** ** **********************

In the Matter of the Joint Application of
Consolidated Telephone Cooperative and
Northwestern Bell Telephone Company for
Authority to Buy and Sell the Marmarth
Telephone Exchange; for Consolidated to
Discontinue the Marmarth Exchange, Con-
solidating it into a Single Exchange to
be Known as Rhame-Marmarth and to be
Located in the City of Rhame, North Dakota;
for Bell to Remove Open Wire Toll Facilities
Between Bowman, North Dakota, and Marmarth;
and for a Certificate of Public Convenience
and Necessity for the Enlarged Exchange Area
of Rhame-Marmarth; and for Buried Toll Faci-
lities to be Provided Between Bowman and
the Enlarged Rhame-Marmarth Exchange.

CASE NO. 8883

ORDER GRANTING APPLICATION

On April 5, 1974, the Consolidated Telephone Cooperative, (herein-

after referred to sometimes as Consolidated) and the Northwestern Bell

Telephone Company (hereinafter referred to sometimes as Northwestern

Bell, and together referred to as the Applicants) filed a joint appli-

cation with the Public Service Commission wherein they requested author-

ity as set forth in the title herein above.

The Commission, having determined that good cause exists for dis-

pensing with its normal procedure of issuing a Notice of Opportunity for

Hearing in this matter, does therefore make the following order.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT APPEARING that Consolidated Telephone Cooperative

is a North Dakota corporation in the business of providing communications

service in parts of several western North Dakota counties including, but

limited to, providing telephone service to the community of Rhame, North

Dakota, and, as such, is a public utility subject to the jurisdiction of

the Public Service Commission, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Northwestern Bell Telephone Company is an

Iowa corporation duly authorized to do business in the State of North

Dakota and is in the business of providing communications service in

major areas of North Dakota including the provision of local exchange and

toll telephone service to the community of Marmarth, North Dakota, and, as

such, it is a public utility subject to the jurisdiction of this Commissio

and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the Applicants have negotiated and signed

an agreement which provides that Northwestern Bell will sell its property
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presently in use providing local exchange service to the Marmarth community,

and that Consolidated will buy said property and that, in conveying title

to said properties, Northwestern Bell will also transfer any and all

rights,' franchises, permits, leases, easements, contracts or other legal

interests associated with said properties, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that, upon obtaining the necessary authority,

Consolidated will proceed to construct and install the necessary facilities

and equipment to consolidate the exchange area at Marmarth with its

existing exchange area at Rhame, in order that they may provide service

to the entire area from one central office located at Rhame, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Consolidated, in purchasing the Marmarth

exchange, proposes to assume liability for providing telephone service

in and around the City of Marmarth and, specifically, is requesting

authority to construct and operate a telephone communications system in

the area outlined in red on the exhibit entitled "Key Map-Revised OPL-

Rhame Exchange", and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Consolidated, in connection with its take

over of the Marmarth exchange, will construct a system to serve both the

Rhame and Marmarth areas which will provide subscribers of the areas with

all-one party, stormproofed service; that the central office serving the

areas will be located in Rhame; and that the combined service areas will

be known as the Rhame-Marmarth Exchange, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the new exchange will provide toll-free

calling from the Marmarth area to the Rhame area and from the Marmarth

area to Northwestern Bell's Bowman exchange area and, further, that the

entire Rhame-Marmarth exchange area will, upon completion of the new

system, have direct distance dialing and all number identification, as

well as stormproofed toll service, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Northwestern Bell proposes to abandon its

open wire toll facility presently used to serve the exchanges at Rhame

and Marmarth, and that Northwestern Bell and Consolidated propose to

jointly construct a buried toll cable extending from Northwestern Bell's

Bowman exchange to the new Rhame-Marmarth Exchange with the facility

owned, in part, by each of the Applicants, and the point of meet of
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their respective portions to be approximately 4-3/4 miles east of

Consolidated's Rhame-Marmarth central office exchange at the common

boundary line of the Rhame-Marmarth Exchange and the Bowman exchange,

and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that, upon completion of the construction and

installation of the necessary facilities and equipment to establish the

services proposed herein, the Applicants will consummate their sales

agreement and the service from the existing Marmarth exchange will be

discontinued and service to Marmarth customers thereafter provided from

the Rhame-Marmarth exchange office located at Rhame, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Consolidated has surveyed its subscribers

in the Rhame exchange and that they have overwhelmingly approved its

basic proposal to provide all one-party service, including approval of

the rates necessary to support such a system, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Consolidated and Northwestern Bell have

jointly surveyed Northwestern Bell's existing subscribers in the Marmarth

exchange, and that said subscribers expressed overwhelming approval of

the Applicants' proposals relating to the Marmarth exchange service area,

including acceptance of the schedule of rates necessary to support the

proposed system, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the schedule of rates for all one-party

service in the Rhame-Marmarth exchange was previously approved by the

Public Service Commission in its Case No. 8135, subject to subsequent

approval by subscribers in the affected exchanges, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Consolidated has made arrangements for

financing the proposed service improvements, and that the basic con-

ditions of said financing were approved in this Commission's Case No.

8870, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Consolidated and Northwestern Bell are

ready, willing, and able to provide the basic services as proposed by

their Application, and that said proposals are legal and in the public

interests and, further, that Public Convenience and Necessity will be

subserved thereby, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that there is an urgent need for service im-

provement in the area affected by these proposals, but that Consolidated

cannot proceed with such plans until such time as all the necessary

authorities are obtained, including authority from this Commission, and
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that until such time as such authority is granted, none of the loan funds

are available for Consolidated's use, and that, therefore, no construction

can begin, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Consolidated has demonstrated to this

Commission that the public need is great and that the public interest is

almost totally in support of their basic proposals, and that, therefore,

there is no need for public hearing or Notice of Opportunity for Hearing

as normally provided for in proceedings of this nature.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Northwestern Bell

Telephone Company be, and hereby is, authorized to sell, and Consolidated

Telephone Cooperative be, and hereby is, authorized to buy, all of the

plant and system presently owned by Northwestern Bell and located in and

around the City of Marmarth, North Dakota, which is used to provide

local exchange service thereat. 	 -

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Consolidated Telephone Cooperative be,

and hereby is, authorized, upon completion of the necessary construction,

to discontinue the Marmarth exchange and to consolidate that service area

with the existing Rhame service area and provide service from a central

office exchange located at Rhame, North Dakota, to be called the Rhame-

Marmarth Exchange.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Northwestern Bell Telephone Company

be, and hereby is, authorized to abandon its existing open wire toll

facility from Bowman to Marmarth and to construct in its place a buried

toll facility from Bowman to the Rhame-Marmarth exchange boundary, and

that Consolidated Telephone Cooperative is authorized to construct a

buried toll facility extending from the point of meet with the North-

western Bell facility at the Rhame-Marmarth exchange boundary to its

new Rhame-Marmarth central office exchange in Rhame.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Consolidated Telephone Cooperative be,

and hereby is, granted a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

authorizing it to construct and operate the toll facility herein before

described and to construct and operate a telephone system in the area

outlined in red on the exhibit entitled "Key Map-Revised OPL-Rhame Ex-

change."

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Northwestern Bell be, and hereby is,

granted a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity authorizing
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it to construct and operate buried toll facilities from its Bowman,

North Dakota exchange to a point of meet on the boundary of Consolidated's

Rhame-Marmarth exchange.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 8th day of April, 1974.

S E A L )	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

s/s
BEN J. WOLF, President

s/s
BRUCE HAGEN, Commissioner

ATTEST:	 s/s
RICHARD A. ELKIN, Commissioner

Secretary
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CERTIFICATION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA)
SS

COUNTY OF BURLEIGH	 )

I, ELMER OLSON, duly appointed, qualified and acting

Secretary and Legal Keeper of the recorders of the Public

Service Commission of The State of North Dakota, do hereby

certify that the hereto attached is a true and correct copy

of the order of the Public Service Commission dated September

23, 1957, entered in Case No. 5605, granting the application
of Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation, of Killdeer, North

Dakota for a certificate of public convenience and necessity,

and for authority to make a loan,the original of which appears

of record and is on file in the office of the said Public

Service Commission of The State of North Dakota.

IN WITNS 11HEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and

affixed the seal of the Public Service Commission of the

State of North Dakota, at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 3rd

day of October, 1957.

— (F/Vt ' ^ G_ ^/ I C/̂ ^
Secretary, Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

*** ** ** * $ $

In the Matter of the Application of the
Consolidated Telephone Cooperative of
Dickinson, North Dakota, for authority:
(1) to borrow additional loan funds from
the United States of America in the amount
of $549,000.00 and execute a note and mortgage
to secure said loan; (2) to purchase the exist-
ing telephone facilities located at Richardton
and Taylor, North Dakota, from the Richardton
Taylor Telephone Company, the present owner and
operator; (3) to construct and operate a telephone
system in the Richardton and Taylor communities and
certain areas surrounding them; and (4) to establish
a schedule of rates for the proposed service in the
Richardton and Taylor areas.

CASE NO. 6336

FINDINGS OF FACT,
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On February 11, 1963, the Applicant, Consolidated Telephone Cooperative,

of Dickinson, North Dakota, filed an application with this Commission wherein

they requested the authority as set forth in the above title. On March 11, 1963,

this Commission issued its Notice of Hearing and Order of Suspension of Proposed

Rates wherein a public hearing was set for April 9, 1963. Said hearing was held,

as scheduled, in Richardton, North Dakota, before Commissioner Ben J. Wolf and

the following appearances were filed:

NOBBERT J. MUGGLI, Attorney, Dickinson, North Dakota appearing for the

Applicant.

WALLACE OWEN, Bismarck, North Dakota, appearing as Chief Engineer for the

North Dakota Public Service Commission.

Upon consideration of all relevant evidence of record in this proceeding,

the Commission finds the following:

FINDINGS OF FACT

(1) The Applicant, Consolidated Telephone Cooperative, is a non-
profit membership corporation organized and operating under
the laws of the State of North Dakota for the purpose of
providing telephone service; and they presently own and
operate telephone facilities in parts of ten counties
located in southwestern North Dakota, as well as in two
northwestern South Dakota counties.

(2) The Richardton Taylor Telephone Company is a stock corporation
which owns and operates the telephone exchanges and associated
facilities serving the Richardton and Taylor communities. The
existing service is dial but is not as modern and convenient,
generally speaking, as the dial service available to the
public in the majority of the exchanges serving North Dakota
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and the United States. Further, neither the Richardton
Taylor Company nor the rural switching companies are
presently providing rural service of high quality, or
any service to many prospective customers located in
the area generally considered as area with a community
of interest to Richardton and/or Taylor.

(3) There are 7 rural switching companies, such as mentioned
in Findings No. 2, operating in the rural areas of
Richardton and Taylor and serving a total of 64 sub-
scribers, as of December 31, 1962. The lines of the
companies have not, generally speaking, been constructed
or maintained in a manner which enables them to provide
as modern and convenient service as has become the in-
dustry standard. In fact, some of these lines are of
the grounded type which have long been considered an
outmoded and unsatisfactory type of line with regard
to the quality of service they are capable of providing.

(4) The Applicant has entered into a Sales Agreement with the
Richardton Taylor Telephone Company wherein the two parties
have agreed, respectively, to buy and sell the Richardton
and Taylor telephone exchanges and certain associated
rights and properties, as specifically set forth in Exhibit
No. 2 entitled Telephone Sales Agreement, for the purchase
price of $135,000.00. Further, representatives of the Rural
Electrification Administration, the Applicant's source of
loan funds, have inspected the properties involved in the
proposed sale and have, on the basis of said inspection,

approved the sale price of $135,000.00.

(5) The Applicant proposes to spend a total of $563,0 00 for

the purchase of these properties and the construction of a
new, modern dial exchange and associated facilities, and
they further propose to obtain this amount from the United
States of America through the Rural Electrification Adminis-
tration. The amount will be obtained through the execution
of a mortgage note to secure the loan, and the terms of said
loan shall provide that the Applicant will pay interest at
the rate of two (2) per cent per annum and that 35 years
from the date of said mortgage note any principal remaining
unpaid, and interest thereon, shall become due and payable.
Fourteen thousand dollars of the total to be borrowed for
this project will be borrowed under authority previously
granted by this Commission and therefore the Applicant is
requesting further approval, at this time, to borrow the
$549,000 of additional loan funds needed to obtain the

total of $563,000.

(6) The Applicant proposes, upon approval of the requested
authority, and upon consuination of their Sales Agreement,
to commence the construction of a new and modern telephone
system in and around Richardton and Taylor. Said system
will, upon completion, provide seven-digit numbered dialing
which will be compatible with the Direct Distance Dialing
System upon its introduction, by the Bell system, to this
part of the state. The number of toll circuits will be
increased; the outside plant will be mostly new with part
of it buried and part aerial; the rural multiparty lines
will have full selective ringing (no party will hear any
other ring than his own); a new combined central office
switchboard (rather than two as now exists) and all new
telephones will be installed. Service will be offered on
a complete area coveralbbasis with all parties desiring
service within the area receiving it. The Applicant will
retain portions of the existing system which can be used in
the new system and will salvage what they can of the re-
mainder. The over-all effect of this proposal will apparent-
ly result in an increase in the number of telephones and
in the area available for toll free calling by the sub-
scribers of the two communities, as well as a general
improvement in the quality and convenience of their service.
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(7) The Applicant proposes to construct and operate its
telephone system in a specific area in Stark and Dunn
counties as outlined on a map which is part of the
Applicant's Exhibit No. 6 and which map is entitled
ACD Key Map. There are areas therein where telephone
service is presently non-existant and other areas where-
in switcher companies provide service. The Applicant
proposes that the switcher companies may continue to
serve in their present territories if they so desire.
However, the Applicant is willing to provide service
to areas presently served by switchers when, and if,
said switchers abandon, or otherwise dispose of, their
systems.

(8) Applicant's Exhibits No. t and 5 are abandonment agree-
ments of two switcher companies, the Knife River Tele-
phone Company with 7 subscribers and the Kuhn Telephone
Company with 31 subscribers. The agreements were signed
by subscribers of the two companies and the number of
signers found on each was, respectively, 7 and 26. There
was a question raised during the course of the hearing
regarding the matter of whether the Kuhn Telephone
Company could abandon its line because of a doubt as to
whether or not the company had taken the necessary legal
steps to bring about the dissolution of the company.
This matter is one which must be resolved by the members
of the Kuhn Telephone Company.

(9) The Applicant's proposed rate schedule will effect a sub-
stantial increase to ex 5.ting subscribers of the Richardton
and Taylor communities, however, the quality of service will
be correspondingly improved, as pointed out in previous find-
ings. The schedule is the sane as presently approved, and
as found fair and reasonable, for application by the Appli-
cant in its other exchanges of comparable size.

(10) There were no objections to the basic plan as proposed by
the Applicant. However, there were several statements
made regarding the relatively high level of the proposed
rates, and other statements which were concerned with side
issues not relevant to the issues of the proceeding.

From the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Commission makes the following:

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

(1) The borrowing of additional loan funds, as discussed in the Findings

of Fact, is in the public interest.

(2) The sale and purchase of the telephone properties, as discussed in

the Findings of Fact, is in the public interest.

(3) The construction and operation of the telephone system, as proposed

in the Findings, is in the public interest.

(Lb) The rates proposed for telephone service, after completion of the

proposed system, are not excessive or unreasonable.
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ORDER

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the Richardton Taylor Telephone Company

and the Consolidated Telephone Cooperative be and hereby are authorized to sell

and buy certain telephone properties as designated in Applicant's Exhibit No. 2

and under the terms and conditions provided in said exhibit.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Consolidated Telephone Cooperative be and

hereby is:

(1) Authorized to borrow additional loan funds from the United States of

America in the amount of $549,000 and under the terms and conditions as specified

in Applicant's Exhibit No. 3 of this proceeding.

(2) Granted a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity to construct and

operate a telephone system in the area indicated on the map entitled ACD Key

Map as found in Applicant's Exhibit No. 6, but excluding all areas therein

served by existing unacquired or unabandoned telephone companies.

(3) Authorized, upon completion of the proposed dial telephone system

to apply the following schedule of rates in the combined Richardton_Taylor

exchange:

LOCAL EXCHANGE MONTHLY RATES

BUSINESS	 RESIDENCE

1-Party	 10.50	 7.00

2-Party	 9.25	 6.25

14—Party	 -	 5.50
Rural Multi-party	 9.25	 7.25

Extensions	 1.50	 1.10

Service Station Switching Fee - $3.50

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, upon completion of the proposed system, and

at the time, or prior to the time, of actual application of the above rate

schedule, the Applicant shall file with this Commission new local exchange

tariffs reflecting the rates authorized herein.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, in the event that, and at such time as, other

of the existing switching companies agree to abandon their telephone systems

and request the Applicant to provide service, the Applicant shall file copies

of such agreements with the Public Service Commission.
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Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 3 day of Nay, 1963.

BY THE COMMISSION:

RICHARD J. THOMPSON
President

BRUCE HAGEN
Commissioner

BEN J. WOLF
Commissioner

(SEAL)

ATTEST:

Secretary

"BUY NORTH DAKOTA PRODUCTS"



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

In the Matter of the Application of Consoli-)
dated Telephone Co-operative, a corporation,)
of Dickinson, North Dakota, for authority: )
(1) To borrow additional amounts totaling
$210,000.00 from the United States of
America, and execute Notes therefore, (2) 	 )	 CASE NO. 6145

for a Certificate of Public Convenience 	 )
and Necessity to serve the South Heart
community and area, and (3) To establish
a schedule of rates for the proposed
South Heart Exchange.

FINDINGS OF FACT,
CONCLUSIONS AND UNDER

BY THE COM}iISSION:

On July 26, 1961, the Consolidated Telephone Co-operative, of Dickinson,

North Dakota, filed an application with this Commission requesting authority:

(1) To borrow additional money from the United States of America in the amount

of $210,000.00; (2) To construct and operate a telephone system in the South

Heart, North Dakota, area; and (3) to establish a schedule of rates for the

proposed South Heart Exchange.

The Application was set for public hearing at South Heart, North Dakota,

on September 8, 1961; all interested parties were notified of said hearing in

the manner provided by law; the hearing was duly held before Commissioner

Martin Vaaler; and the following appearances were entered:

NORBERT J. MUGGLI, Dickinson, North Dakota, appearing as Attorney for the

Applicant.

WALLACE OMEN, Bismarck, North Dakota, appearing as Chief Engineer for the

North Dakota Public Service Commission.

FINDINGS OF FACT

Upon consideration of the testimony and other evidence of the record in

this proceeding the Commission finds that:

(1) The Applicant, 6onsolidated Telephone Cooperative, is a
non-profit membership corporation organized and existing
under the laws of the State of North Dakota.

(2) The Applicant proposes to borrow from the United States
of -merica through the Rural illectrification Administration

the sum of $237,000.00.
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(3) Said sum would be evidenced by two mortgage notes in the
amounts of $170,000.00 and $67,000.00. Both notes pro-
vide that interest will be paid at the rate of two (2)
percent per annum and that said notes be payable in in-

stallations over a period of 35 years from the particular
date of each note. The note in the amount of $170,000.00

shall have an initial 3 year period of deferment of in-
terest and principle payments. The note in the amount of

$67, 000 . 00 shall have an initial 3 year period of defer-
ment of principle payments, but no deferment of interest
payments.

(1) The Applicant is requesting Commission approval of only
$210,000.00 of the total amount of the two notes because

27, 000 . 00 of the total amount was previously authorized

by this Commission in Case No. 6092.

(5) The Applicant proposes to use these additional loan funds
for construction of a telephone system in South Heart and
surrounding rural area with extended area service into
Dickinson, North Dakota.

(6) The officers, owners and/or subscribers of the South Heart
Telephone Company have indicated to the Applicant by
petition their desire to abandon and dismantle their tele-
phone facilities and have requested that their service area
be included in the Applicant's proposed service area.

(7) There are many parties in the proposed service area who
presently lack telephone service and who wish to obtain
good telephone service.

(8) The Applicant proposes an initial schedule of rates for
the South Heart exchange which is predicated on the pro-
vision of Extended Area Service to Dickinson. This will
give the subscribers of the South Heart Exchange access

to more than 3100 telephones.

(9) The proposed rates on a pro forma basis will produce a
negative rate of return to the company on their investment
in the South Heart exchange. However, they feel that this
will be offset by an anticipated increase in the number of
telephones served and becaude some expenses now existing
and prorated to the expenses of the South Heart exchange
will not be incurred because of the addition of said ex-

change.

(10) There was one protest voiced against the levels of the

proposed rates.

CONCLUSIONS

Upon consideration of the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Commission con-

cludes that:

(1) The Applicant requires additional funds to finance con-
struction of the telephone facilities herein described,
and that said funds are available, on reasonable terms
and conditions from the United States of America.

(2) Present and future public convenience and necessity re-
quire the construction and operation of said telephone

facilities.
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(3) The proposed rates for providing of modern dial tele-
phone service with Extended Area Service from South
Heart to Dickinson are fair and reasonable.

ORDER

MOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the Consolidated Telephone Cooperative,

of Dickinson, North Dakota, be and hereby is:

(1) Authorized to borrow from the United States of America,
through the Rural Electrification Administration, the
sum of $210,000.00 upon the terms and conditions as set
forth herein.

(2) Issued a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity
authorizing the Applicant to construct and operate tele-
phone facilities in parts of Stark and Billings Counties
as specifically indicated by the boundary lines on the
map entitled Exhibit A in this proceeding, but excluding
such territories or areas therein served by existing un-
abandoned or unacquired telephone companies or systems.

(3) Authorized to apply a schedule of rates in the South Heart
exchange as follows:

Business	 Residence

One party	 $11.50	 $7.75
Two party	 10.25	 7.00
Four party	 6.25
Rural multi-party	 10.00	 8.00
Extensions	 1.60	 1.25

Pay stations - 400 daily guarantee, 100 each - local calls.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Consolidated Telephone Cooperative shall,

upon application of rates herein authorized file, with this Commission, telephone

tariffs reflecting said rates.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 20th day of September, 1961.

BY THE COMMISSION:

MARTIN VAALER
-	 President

H. BRUCE HAGEN
(SEAL)
	

Commissioner

ATTEST:
	

RICHARD J. THOMPSON
Commissioner

&

Secretary

"Buy NORTH DAKOTA Products"



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
* * * * * * * * * *.*

In the Matter of the Application of	 )
Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation,	 )
of Killdeer, North Dakota: (1) For a 	 )
certificate of public convenience and 	 )
necessity to construct and operate	 )
telephone facilities; and, (2) For auth-
ority to make a long term loan from the )
Rural Electrification Administration. 	 )

CASE NO. 5605

FINDINGS OF FACT,
CONCLUSIONS AND ORDER

By the Commission;

On July 3, 1957, Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation of Killdeer, North

Dakota filed an application with this Cormnission requesting authority to con-

struct and operate telephone facilities in the State of North Dakota. Applicant

amended its application at the time of hearing to include a request for authority

to make a long term loan from the Rural Electrification Administration.

The application was set for public hearing at Killdeer, North Dakota on

August 27, 1957; all interested parties were notified of said hearing in the

manner provided by law; the hearing was duly held before Commissioner Martin

Vaaler, and the following appearances were entered:

NORBERT J. MUGGLI, Dickinson, North Dakota appearing as Attorney for

Applicant.

CLARENCE E. BRYANT, Bismarck, North Dakota appearing as Chief Engineer for

the Public Service Commission.

FINDINGS OF FACT

Upon consideration of the testimony and other evidence of record in this

proceeding s the Commission finds that:

(1) Applicant, Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation,
is a non-profit membership corporation organized and
existing under the laws of the State of North Dakota.
Applicant does not now operate any telephone facilities
In North Dakota, but previously was authorized by this
Commission, in Case No. 5489, to purchase existing
property, or construct new telephone exchanges, at
Grassy Butte, Halliday, Dodge, Dunn Center and Manning,
North Dakota, and rural telephone facilities in the
vicinity of Killdeer, North Dakota, Applicant estimated
that, after a 5-year development period, it would serve
approximately 1,032 subscribers in said areas.
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(2) Applicant proposes herein to construct and operate
telephone facilities in certain areas in Billings
and McKenzie Counties, North Dakota which are adj-
acent to territory which Applicant was authorized
to serve in Case No. 5489. The proposed new service
areas are shown outlined in green on sheet 1 of the
"AC])" maps, included as part of Exhibit No, 4 in
this proceeding. Applicant estimates that it will
serve 18 additional subscribers in said areas, and
that the cost of construction of the proposed fac-
ilities will be $15,250.

(3) Applicant also proposes herein to furnish telephone
service in a part of the territory in Dunn County
North Dakota now served by the Fayette Telephone
Company, a rural telephone system which is switched
at Killdeer, North Dakota by Northwestern Bell Tel-
ephone Company. The Fayette Telephone Company now
serves 15 rural subscribers, but has entered into an
agreement with Applicant (Exhibit No. 3) whereby
Applicant will serve 8 of said subscribers. The area
which Fayette telephone Company will continue to serve
is shown crosshatched in red on sheet 2 of the "AC])"
maps included as part of Exhibit No. 4 in this proceed-
ing.

(4) The proposed telephone facilities will not duplicate or
interfere with the service or system of any other tele-
phone company. Applicant has employed engineers exper-
ienced in the field of telephony to furnish plans and
specifications for the proposed facilities and to super-
vise the construction thereof.

(5) Applicant further proposes herein to borrow from the
United States of America, acting through the Rural
Electrification Administration, the sum of $80,000 for
the purpose of financing construction of the telephone
facilities herein described, and of previously approved
facilities1, The increased cost of previously approved
facilities is due to changes in outside plant design
necessitated by recent subscriber development. The

•	 proposed loan will be advanced to Applicant from time
to time as required. The loan will be evidenced by notes

•	 bearing interest at the rate of two (2) percent per annum
and payable within 35 years from the date thereof. The
notes will be secured by a mortgage on all assets of
Applicant now owned or hereafter acquired. Interest on
the notes will accrue for a period of three (3) years
before quarterly payments calculated to repay the notes,
with interest, become due and payable.

(6) Applicant will apply its appropriate group rates, pre-
viously approved by this Commission, for the furnishing
of dial telephone service in the areas involved herein.

CONCLUSIONS

Upon consideration of the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Commission concludes:

(1) That present and future public convenience and necessity require construction

and operation of the proposed telephone facilities; and, (2) That Applicant requires

funds, to finance construction of the telephone facilities herein described, and

that such funds are available on reasonable terms and conditions from the Rural

Electrilication Administration.
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LRDER

NOW, THEREFORE IT IS ORDERED that Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation of

Killdeer, North Dakota be and hereby is:

(1)
Issued a certificate of public convenience and necessity
to construct and operate telephone facilities in the parts
of Billings and McKenzie Counties, North Dakota shown out-
lined in green on sheet 1 of the "ACD" maps included as
part of Exhibit No. 4 in this Proceeding.

(2) Authorized to furnish telephone service in territory now
served by Fayette Telephone Company, exclusive of thearea shown crosshatched in red on sheet 2 of the "ACD
maps included as part of Exhibit No, 4 in this proceeding.

(3) Authorized to borrow from the United States of America,
acting through the Rural Electrification Administration
the sum of $80,000, upon the terms and conditions and for
the purposes set forth herein.

(4) Authorized to mortgage to the United States of America
all property now owned or hereafter acquired by it in
the State of North Dakota pursuant to provisions of the
"Supplemental Mortgage" identified as Exhibit No. 6 inthis Proceeding, to secure payment of the principal of,
and interest on, the above described loan and the loan
previously approved by this Commission in Case No. 5490.

Dated at Bi
smarck, North Dakota, this 23rd day of September, 1957.

BY THE COMuISSION;

NESTD. NELSON

(s
President

K A L)

ANSON J ANDERSON

Commissioner

ATTEST:
MARTIN VAALER

Commissioner

tary

"Buy DAKOTA MAID Flour"



PUBLIC SERVICE CO41SSI0N

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

*** * * *****

In the Matter of the Joint 	 )
Application of the Dunn Tele-
phone Mutual Aid Corporation, 	 )
and the Bowman-Slope Rural
Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation	 )	 CASE NO. 6058
for an order authorizing the con- 	 )
solidatjon of these two corporations
into one corporation to be known as
the "Consolidated Telephone Cooperative." )

ORDER AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING CONSOLIDATION

BY THE COMMISSION:

On the 21st day of December, 1960, the Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corp-

oration, a corporation of Killdeer, North Dakota, and the Bowman-Slope Tele-

phone Mutual Aid Corporation, a corporation of Bowman, North Dakota, filed a

joint application requesting authority to consolidate into one corporation to

be known as the "Consolidated Telephone Cooperative".

IT APPEARING that the two applicants are duly organized and existing

corporations organized under and by virtue of the laws of the State of North

Dakota; both have franchises and are serving telephone patrons in an area

generally covering the Southwestern portion of North Dakota; and both are

financed through the Rural Electrification Administration of the United States

of America; and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that a consolidation plan was prepared and submitted

to the memberships of both of these corporations at their annual meetings called

for that purpose and that the members of the Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corp-

oration at such annual meeting on the 15th day of October, 1960, voted to con-

solidate according to said plan at which meeting 166 members voted in favor of

such plan and 36 members voted against the same; that the Bowman-Slope Rural

Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation at an annual meeting of its members called for

that purpose on the 20th day of October, 1960, also voted in favor of such con-

solidation plan by-a vote of 128 members voting in favor of the same and 3

members voting against; and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that by such consolidation the two corporations will

become one corporation thereby reducing the costa of operation and management

of such corporation and thereby rendering a savings to all of the parties using
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the telephone services furnished by said applicants herein, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the above two applicants have fulfilled the

requirements of the law relative to such consolidation and that upon the com-

pletion of such consolidation all of the rights and all of the property of

each of the individual applicants shall be by operation of law vested in the

new association with no reversion or impairment thereof caused by such consol-

idation and that no right of any creditor will be impaired by such consolidation

without such creditors consent; and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the consolidation of the above two corporations

is consistent with the public interest.

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the application of the above two corp-

orations for authority to consolidate be and hereby is authorized and approved

in all respects; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that upon return of all previously issued certificate8

of convenience and necessity by both consolidating companies a new certificate

will be issued to the consolidated company.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota this 30th day of December, 1960.

BY THE CONMISSION:

ANSON J. ANDERSON
President

MARTIN VAALER

	

Commissioner	 -

ERNEST D. NELSON
Commissioner(SEAL)'

ATTEST:

e44^ OY4111^^
Secretary

"Buy DAKOTA MAID Flour"
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