State of North Dakota

SECRETARY OF STATE

CERTIFICATE OF FACT
OF
CONSOLIDATED TELCOM

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the
State of North Dakota, hereby certifies that
CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE a North Dakota
cooperative association, filed articles of merger
reflecting CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE
merged with and into CONSOLIDATED TELCOM, INC., a
North Dakota cooperative association, effective
December 31, 1999. The surviving cooperative
association shall be known as CONSOLIDATED TELCOM.

Dated: February 17, 2000

Alvin A. Jaeger
Secretary of State

1 PU-13-442 Filed:6/25/2013  Pages:

Corporate papers

Consolidated Telcom




State of North Dakota

SECRETARY OF STATE

CERTIFICATE OF MERGER OF DOMESTIC
CORPORATIONS
INTO

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the
State of North Dakota, hereby certifies that
Articles of Merger of CONSOLIDATED TELCOM, INC.
into

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE
a domestic corporation, duly signed and verified
pursuant to North Dakota statutes governing a North
Dakota COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, have been received
in this office and are found to conform to law.

ACCORDINGLY the undersigned, as such Secretary
of State, and by virtue of the authority vested in
him by law, hereby issues this Certificate of
Merger of CONSOLIDATED TELCOM, INC. into

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE,
who then changed it's name to CONSOLIDATED TELCOM.
Effective date of merger: December 31, 1999

Issued: December 16, 1999

Alvin A. Jaeger
Secretary of State
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Public Service Commission

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Registration

Second Reissued Certificate Number 393

This is to certify that Consolidated Telcom, is registered to
provide statewide local and interexchange private line
telecommunications services with facilities in North Dakota.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-2013-00-536
and is subject to the conditions and limitations noted in North
Dakota Administrative Code, Section 69-09-05-04.

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 25, 2000

ATTEST: PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Sl gl

Exedutive Secretary ommissioner

5 PU-2013-00-536 Pages: 1

2nd Reissued Certificate of Registration
# 393
by Public Service Commission

10/25/2000 CC: Comm Legal lllona . .



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
Certificate of Registration

Certificate Number 393

This is to certify that Consolidated Telephone Cooperative is registered to
provide statewide local and interexchange private line telecommunications
services with facilities in North Dakota.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-419-89-390, and is subject to
the conditions and limitations noted in the Order dated April 17, 1990.

Bismarck, North Dakota, December 31, 1996.

ATTEST: PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

/Qh# 7] o tle (a4

xegutive Secretary CommlssmnerO
@38 PU-419-88-290 ! pages
12/31/796
Public Service Commission

Certificate No. 393




PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Third Reissued Certificate Number 3427

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and
permission is granted for Consolidated Telcom, a telecommunications
public utility, to provide local exchange telecommunications services
inside the Bowman, North Dakota local exchange area.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-2013-00-536 and is
conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom securing the franchise or other
authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the exercise
of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 25, 2000.

ATTEST: PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

S ol 7724

Exé@ﬁe Secretary Commissioner

10 PU-2013-00-536 Pages: 1
3rd Reissued Certificate of PC&N # 3427

by Public Service Commission
10/25/2000 CC: Comm Legal lllona . .



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Third Reissued Certificate Number 3461

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and
permission is granted for Consolidated Telcom, a telecommunications
public utility, to provide local exchange telecommunications services
inside the Hettinger, North Dakota local exchange area.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-2013-00-536 and is
conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom securing the franchise or other
authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the exercise
of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 25, 2000.

ATTEST: PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Aol 77 2L

Ei@):\uiive Secretary Commissioner

9 PU-2013-00-536 Pages: 1
3rd Reissued Certificate of PC&N # 3461

by Public Service Commission
10/25/2000 CC: Comm Legal lliona . .



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Third Reissued Certificate Number 3466

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and
permission is granted for Consolidated Telcom, a telecommunications
public utility, to provide local exchange telecommunications services
inside the Killdeer, North Dakota local exchange area.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-2013-00-536 and is
conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom securing the franchise or other
authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the exercise
of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 25, 2000.

ATTEST: PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

S,

Exécytive Secretary ommissioner

8 PU-2013-00-536 Pages: 1
3rd Reissued Certificate of PC&N # 3466

by Public Service Commission
10/25/2000 CC: Comm Legal lllona . .



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Third Reissued Certificate Number 3487

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and
permission is granted for Consolidated Telcom, a telecommunications
public utility, to provide local exchange teelcommunications services
inside the Mott, North Dakota local exchange area. |

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-2013-00-536 and is
conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom securing the franchise or other
authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the exercise
of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 25, 2000.

ATTEST: PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Sl g o2k

Executive Secretary ommissioner

7 PU-2013-00-536 Pages: 1

3rd Reissued Certificate of PC&N # 3487

by Public Service Commission
10/25/2000 CC: Comm Legal lliona . .



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Third Reissued Certificate Number 3490

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and
permission is granted for Consolidated Telcom, a telecommunications
public utility, to provide local exchange telecommunications services
inside the New England, North Dakota local exchange area.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-2013-00-536 and is
conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom securing the franchise or other
authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the exercise
of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 25, 2000.

ATTEST: PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Al 7 24

Exetytive Secretary Commissioner

6 PU-2013-00-536 Pages: 1

3rd Reissued Certificate of PC&N # 3490

by Public Service Commission
10/25/2000 CC: Comm Legal lliona . .



STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

First Reissued Certificate Number 437

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and
permission is granted for the construction and operation of a telephone facilities
in parts of Billings, McKenzie, Slope, Adams and Hettinger Counties, North
Dakota, by Consolidated Telcom. This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-2013-
00-536 and is subject to the conditions and limitations in the order of this
Commission dated December 30, 1960 in Case No. 6058.

This certificate is conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom securing the
consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal
or other public authority for the exercise of these rights and privileges

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 25, 2000.

ATTEST: PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Q] 77 24

Executive Secretary Commissioner

4 PU-2013-00-536 Pages: 1
First Reissued Certificate of PC&N # 437

by Public Service Commission
10/25/2000 CC: Comm Legal lllona . .



STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Certificate Number 449

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and
permission is granted for the construction and operation of a telephone system in
parts of Stark and Billings Counties, North Dakota by Consolidated Telcom. This
certificate is issued in Case No. PU-2013-00-536 and is subject to the conditions
and limitations in the order of this Commission dated September 20, 1961 in
Case No. 6143.

This certificate is conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom securing the
consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal
or other public authority for the exercise of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 25, 2000.

ATTEST: PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

O A

Exeglfive Secretary Commissioner

3 PU-201 3-00-536
Certificate of PC&N # 449

by Public Service Commission
10/25/2000

CC: Comm Legal llona . .



STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Certificate Number 463

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and
permission is granted for the construction and operation of a telephone plant or
system at Richardton and Taylor & Environs, North Dakota by Consolidated
Telcom. This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-2013-00-536 and is subject to
the conditions and limitations in the order of this Commission dated May 3, 1963
in Case No. 6336.

This certificate is conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom securing the
consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal
or other public authority for the exercise of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 25, 2000.

ATTEST: PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

/Qt W7 . 24,

Execytive Secretary Commissioner

2 PU-2013-00-536 Pages: 1
Certificate of PC&N # 463

by Public Service Commission
10/25/2000 CC: Comm Legal lilona . .



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Second Reissued Certificate Number 3427

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and
permission is granted for Consolidated Telcom, Inc., a
telecommunications public utility, to provide local exchange
telecommunications services inside the Bowman, North Dakota local
exchange area.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-1695-99-31 and is
conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom, Inc. securing the franchise or
other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the
exercise of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, February 10, 1999.

ATTEST: PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

/QT%[ 77»»%

Exécutive Secretary Commissione




PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Second Reissued Certificate Number 3461

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and
permission is granted for Consolidated Telcom, Inc., a
telecommunications public utility, to provide local exchange
telecommunications services inside the Hettinger, North Dakota local
exchange area.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-1695-99-31 and is
conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom, Inc. securing the franchise or
other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the
exercise of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, February 10, 1999.

ATTEST: PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

A7 ol /@#ﬂ%

Exedutive Secretary Commlssmner




PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Second Reissued Certificate Number 3466

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and
permission is granted for Consolidated Telcom, Inc., a
telecommunications public utility, to provide local exchange
telecommunications services inside the Killdeer, North Dakota local
exchange area.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-1695-99-31 and is
conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom, Inc. securing the franchise or
other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the
exercise of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, February 10, 1999.

ATTEST: PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Qi 7724 /AM

Execlitive Secretary Commissioner




PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Second Reissued Certificate Number 3487

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and
permission is granted for Consolidated Telcom, Inc., a
telecommunications public utility, to provide local exchange
teelcommunications services inside the Mott, North Dakota local exchange
area.

This cetrtificate is issued in Case No. PU-1695-99-31 and is
conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom, Inc. securing the franchise or
other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the
exercise of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, February 10, 1999.

ATTEST: PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

/457‘[ 7’7,.}%

Exegytive Secretary Commissioner




PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Second Reissued Certificate Number 3490

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for Consolidated Telcom, Inc., a

telecommunications public utility, to provide local exchange

telecommunications services inside the New England, North Dakota local

exchange area.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-1695-99-31 and is
conditioned upon Consolidated Telcom, Inc. securing the franchise or
other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the
exercise of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, February 10, 1999.

ATTEST: PUBLIC SER E COMMISSION
Ay 7%%&

Ex clitive Secretary Commlssmner




PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Certificate No 437

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the

of _ telephone

facilities in parts of Billings ,McKenziehlant —— Slope. Adams and Hettinger Counties,
‘ Consolidated TeleBhone Cooperati
by _Dickinson, North This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and

order of this Commission, dated Dedember 30, 1960 in Case No 6058

conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said_Consolidated Telephone Cooperative

North Dakota,

and is subject to the

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for
the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

This certificate represents a consolidation of Certificates 382 and 400 issued to Dunn Telephone Mutual
Aid Corporation and Certificates 380, 340 and 384 issued to Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone Mutual Aid

Corporation; said consolidation with Consolidated Telephone Cooperative, auttmrized by Commission
Order in Case 6058.
Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 9th

day of___March , 19 61

Gl DU, .

Secretary.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

s x x v x x N
- K e — - " WX A -
- - A - e w > e » s

Buv Dakots Maid Waonr”




EXECUTED IN DUPLICATE

>

in parts of

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

449

Certificate No

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the

construction and operation

of Telephone

PlEREX LS RLXXZL Stark and Billings Counties, North Dakota,

by Cansolidated Telephone Cooperative

This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and
September 20, 1961

conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said

order of this Commission, dated in Case No 6143 and is subject to the

Consolidated Telephone Cooperative

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for

the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 20th

day of _September , 1961 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:
ATTEST: _
CL 7 A ) . -
(/;"/é “’“’"“<\ L (e W /(A/A//\’ ,:/Z/ VY XY
Secretary. 2 CommiSsioner.

Ve,

X =

re > e x > x I X
- X X W XA M =ity > X -
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‘“Buy Dakota Maid Flour”




EXECUTED IN DUPLICATE

e

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Certificate No.__ 63

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the

Construction and operation of a

Richardton and Taylor & Environs

Telephone plant or system at

North Dakota,

by Consolidated Telephone Cooperative

This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and

order of this Commission, dated__May 3, 1963 in Case No._6336 and is subject to the

conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said___Consolidated Telephone Cooperative

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for
the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this Jrd

day of__May , 19.63

ATTEE( T

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

Commissioner.

7
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“Buy Dakota Maid Flour’”




PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity
Certificate No.__ 340

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the Construction

and Operation of

a telephone FlEatox system i North Dakot.
Y Adams aga Hetginger ROy

by the Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone Mutual Aid  This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and
Corporation.
order of this Commission, dated___ March 18, 1953 in Case No. 4982 and is subject to the

conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said_Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for

the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this_ 18th

day of Megeh 1953 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

AT : Z
By, s il

Commissioner




PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA /

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity
Certificate No.___380

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the
construction and operation of a

in
telephone plant or system %% __a portion of Adams County, North Dakota,

by_Bo -Slope Rural T This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and

Corporation
order of this Commission, dated_August ___in Case No S5h62 and is subject to the

conditions and limitations noted thereon.
CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said_Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for

the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

2
:
5
A
B
5
5
:

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this_20th

day of _August - PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

ATTES i % @/j/ %

Commissioner

<X CORBETT BROS., HINOT, N. D.
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EXECUTE’

PuBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Conven‘ience and Necessity
Certificate No 382

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the

construction and operaticn of telephone
in parts of the Counties of Dunn, McKenzie and Billings

facilities,
acilities,/ AR fob/ st/ bt o o North Dakota,

by_Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation, Killdeerfhis certificate is issued in accordance with the report and

order of this Commission, dated_ November 7th, 1956 in Case No.__ 51489 and is subject to the

conditions and limitations noted thereon.
CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said_Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for

the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 7th

 day of_Noverber 19 % PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

jﬂ : By'%% 7/%%

Commissioner




EXECUTED IN DUPLICATE

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity
Certificate No. 384

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the
construction and operation of _telephone

facilities, in xfptxatomoorskonoaix_part of Slope County, North Dakota,

by_Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone Mutual Aid This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and
Corporation
order of this Commission, dated_Jannary &, 1957 in Case No.__ 5498 and is subject to the

conditions and limitations noted thereon.
CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for

the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this___ 4th

day of _Jamary 1997 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

ATTEST; N
%% //WZ/ L it

Commissioner

oo CORBETT BROS., MINOT. N. D.




EXECUTED IN DUPLICATE

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Certificate No. 400

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the

construction and operation of telephone

facilities in parts of Pl sa s gepesmt Billings and McKenzie Counties, North Dakota,

by_Dunn Telephone lMutual Aid Corporation This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and

order of this Commission, dated___September 23, 1957 in Case No 5605 and is subject to the

conditions and limitations noted thereon.
CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said_ Punn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for

the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 23rd

day of ___September 19.57 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

A ST: & ‘ A o

Commissioner

EEEEAD0 CORBETT BROS., MINOT. N. B.




3 ) : - 1 i e A LG e VI e e 7 % - s E
i, <RI ST Ry R A SN AR ‘-ﬁ&e‘_;.‘;.,&y._wu?mx-fivw:mvxémm FEERT e, GRS R alto s T APPSR SRR T

=

gy LS A ~ . Ty | — 2 X M - . . S rrome - o i e
R VL b e 4 £ T ¥3 = . X X

o

g PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
t%; STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
;“ Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity .

384

(Certificate Neo.

THIS 1S TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the _
eonstruetion end operstien ' ot ‘elephome
facilities, in  xépoccoupenssss_pert of 81ope Cowmty, _ North Dakota,

by Bowwan-3Slope mm_.ﬁj_‘;‘!}»!}_‘i__-“ This certificate is issued in accordance with the report ;m«"i

tiom
Lrder of this Commission, dated Jmt; Emﬁﬂ ____ inCase No._ sho8 and is subject to the

noditions and himitations noted thereon. :
CONDITIONS:  This certificate is conditioned upon the said Bownan-8lope Raral Telsphome Mutual Ald Corporatior B

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authonty for

the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

Dated at Biemarck, North Dakota, this. bth ~

iapof, Jevmry 1930 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

A"ryﬁ: /) o - o ma
CLY, vy’ | - LA ;/
JQ@/MMM By i T e
Secratory Commissioner "
<G> coneaTT PR, ST B 2 . :
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Certificate No RS

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the
~— —__construction and operaticn of ___telephone

. facilities in parts of —_sldteeranasansen Billings and McKenzie Counties, North Dakota,

by Dunn Telepnone Mutual Ald Corporation This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and

order of this Commission, dated. _iemeﬁm_bg_gwit_&__in Case No.__ _@Lﬁ“_and is subject to the

conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said__Punn Telephoune Mutual Aid Corporation

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for

the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

- - o
- - -
- - -

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 23rd

day of ___ September 19_57 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:
ATFEST:

4 ’\75 V4 ( /j 4 | /ﬂ—: o — g ‘
Lbver L~ W | By //&‘@Z Zé

Secretary
Qcoll(ﬂ 3ROS., NiNOT. B, LB

o e o e STV L JIOM o o
T bt ot I '((';,m Aa s = e e

1

3 i

)
)

SN %
B



KELLEY DRYE & WARREN LLp

A LIMITED LIABILITY PARTNERSHIP

1200 19TH STREET, N.W.
SUITE 500
TYSONS CORNER, VA
CHICAGO, IL WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 www. kelleydrye.com

STAMFORD, CT

NEW YORK, NY FACSIMILE

(202) 9565-9792

PARSIPPANY, NJ
ERIN WEBER EMMOTT

BRUSSELS, BELGIUM
DIRECT LINE: (202) 955-9766

EMAIL: eemmott@kelleydrye.com

AFFILIATE OFFICES
JAKARTA, INDONESIA
MUMBAI, INDIA

February 23, 2006

Via UPS

Ms. Illona Jeffcoat-Sacco

North Dakota Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard, Dept. 408

Bismarck, ND 58505

Re:  Informational Filing Regarding a Change in Ownership of an Authorized
Telecommunications Provider in connection with a Merger

Dear Ms. Jeffcoat-Sacco:

CTC Communications Group, Inc. (“CTC”), CTC Communications Corp., d/b/a
Computer Telephone Corp. (“CTC Communications”) and Choice One Communications Inc.
(“Choice One”) (collectively, the “Parties”) hereby respectfully notify the North Dakota Public
Service Commission (“Commission”) of a change of control of a telecommunications provider.

As described more fully below, pursuant to the terms of an Agreement and Plan
of Merger (“Merger Agreement”) between CTC and Choice One, CTC will merge with and into
Choice One (the “Merger”), with 50 percent of the outstanding capital stock of the surviving
corporation (“Surviving Corporation”) being be owned by Columbia Ventures Broadband, LLC
(“CVB”) and the remaining 50 percent of the outstanding capital stock of the Surviving
Corporation being owned by the stockholders of Choice One at the time of closing (the
“Transaction”). Thus, upon completion of the Transaction, Surviving Corporation, the name of
which has yet to be determined, will be the new parent of CTC Communications in North
Dakota. This change in ultimate control does not involve transfer of operating authority, assets,
or customers. Immediately following the consummation of the Transaction, CTC
Communications will continue to offer the same services at the same rates, terms, and conditions
pursuant to existing authorizations and tariffs. Accordingly, the contemplated Transaction will
be generally transparent to consumers. The only change will be that CTC Communications will
be under control of Surviving Corporation.

DCO01/EMMOE/244900.1



KELLEY DRYE & WARREN LLp

Ms. Illona Jeffcoat-Sacco
North Dakota Public Service Commission
February 23, 2006

Page Two

In connection with this Notification, the Parties provide the following
information:
THE PARTIES

CTC AND CTC COMMUNICATIONS

CTC is a Delaware corporation with headquarters at 220 Bear Hill Road,
Waltham, Massachusetts 02451. CTC is a wholly owned subsidiary of CVB, which is, in turn, a
wholly owned subsidiary of Columbia Ventures Corporation (“CVC”). CVB, a Washington
state limited liability company, is a holding company. CVC, a Washington state corporation,
owns and operates a portfolio of telecommunications companies and a small number of
manufacturing businesses around the world. CVC is authorized to provide domestic interstate
and international telecommunications services pursuant to Section 214 authorizations from the
Federal Communications Commission, but neither CVC nor CVB provide telecommunications
services. A U.S. citizen, Mr. Kenneth D. Peterson, Jr., holds 100 percent of the ownership
interest in CVC. Mr. Peterson is Chairman of the Board of CTC and Chief Executive Officer,
Chairman and Founder of CVC. He is also the sole manager of CVB. The address of CVB,
CVC, and Mr. Peterson is 203 Park Plaza Drive, Suite 270, Vancouver, Washington 98684.

CTC Communications, a Massachusetts corporation, is a subsidiary of CTC.
CTC Communications is a privately held company with a principal business office located at 220
Bear Hill Road, Waltham, Massachusetts 02451. CTC Communications provides
telecommunications services to medium and large businesses predominantly in the Northeast and
Mid-Atlantic regions.! Service offerings include local, long distance, and toll free telephony
services; post-paid calling card services; conference calling; frame relay, private line, DSL,
VPN, ATM; Internet access, webmail and converged services. Where possible, CTC
Communications provides its services using its broadband, [P-based network known as the
PowerPath® Network. The PowerPath® Network uses Cisco network infrastructure and a
redundant fiber optic backbone (8,200 fiber miles). This network consists of ATM switches as
well as transmission facilities that it obtains from other telecommunications carriers. In addition,
CTC Communications operates a more traditional circuit switch-based network and provide
service by reselling the local and interexchange telephony services of other telecommunications

CTC Communications is authorized to provide interexchange telecommunications
services virtually nationwide and provides intrastate telecommunications services in
Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York,
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, District of Columbia, West Virginia and Maryland.
In Virginia, intrastate telecommunications services are provided by CTC
Communications of Virginia, Inc.

DC01/EMMOE/244900.1
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carriers. In North Dakota, CTC Communications is authorized to provide intrastate
telecommunications services.” CTC Communications is also authorized by the Federal
Communications Commission to provide both interstate and international telecommunications

services.

CHOICE ONE

Choice One is a Delaware corporation with headquarters at 100 Chestnut Street,
Suite 600, Rochester, New York 14604.> The Choice One Subsidiaries are common carriers that
provide communications services to small and medium sized businesses in the Northeast and

Midwest regions.

The Choice One Subsidiaries’ service offerings include local and long distance
telephony services; DSL; web hosting; search engine marketing; website solutions; dedicated
bandwidth capacity; and Internet access services. The Choice One Subsidiaries provide their
services using a broadband packet-based network that employs Lucent switching technology and
an extensive fiber optic backbone. In addition, the Choice One Subsidiaries provide service by
reselling the local and interexchange telephony services of other telecommunications carriers.

DESIGNATED CONTACTS

The designated contacts for questions concerning this Notification are:

FOR CTC AND CTC COMMUNICATIONS,

FOR CHOICE ONE

James P. Prenetta, Jr.

Senior Vice President and General Counsel
CTC Communications Corp.

220 Bear Hill Road

Waltham, MA 02451

(781) 522-8773 (telephone)

(781) 522-8711 (facsimile)
James.Prenetta@ctcnet.com

Roger W. Byrd

Senior Vice President and General Counsel
Choice One Communications Inc.

100 Chestnut Street, Suite 600

Rochester, NY 14604

(585) 530-2708 (telephone)

(585) 697-7805 (facsimile)
RByrd@choiceonecom.com

With copy to:
Joan M. Griffin

Cherie R. Kiser
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and

2 See Registration dated March 3, 1999.

3

Choice One is authorized to operate pursuant to authority held by its subsidiaries in

Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Hampshire, New
York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Wisconsin. These subsidiaries are
collectively referred to as the “Choice One Subsidiaries.”

DCO01/EMMOE/244900.1
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Erin W. Emmott Popeo, P.C.

Kelley Drye & Warren LLP 701 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Suite 900
1200 19" Street, N.W., Suite 500 Washington, D.C. 20004

Washington, DC 20036 (202) 434-7300 (telephone)

(202) 955-9766 (telephone) (202) 434-7400 (facsimile)

(202) 955-9792 (facsimile) ckiser@mintz.com
eemmott@kelleydrye.com

DESCRIPTION OF THE TRANSACTION

TRANSFER OF CONTROL TRANSACTION

Pursuant to the terms of the Merger Agreement and following the receipt of the
necessary regulatory approvals, among other things, CTC will merge with and into Choice One,
with the surviving corporation from the merger, Surviving Corporation, surviving. The new
name of Surviving Corporation has yet to be determined. Post-Transaction, CTC
Communications will be a subsidiary of Surviving Corporation. Diagrams showing the current
and proposed corporate structure of the Parties are provided in Exhibit A.

After consummation of the Transaction, 50 percent of the outstanding capital
stock of Surviving Corporation will be owned by CVB and the remaining 50 percent of the
outstanding capital stock will be held by the stockholders of Choice One at the time of closing.
Some time following the closing, CVB may obtain up to an additional 20 percent of the voting
stock, on a fully diluted basis, of Surviving Corporation. As a result, CVB may obtain majority
control of Surviving Corporation. In other words, CVB will hold between 50 percent and 70
percent of Surviving Corporation, and the stockholders of Choice One will hold between 30
percent and 50 percent of Surviving Corporation.! CVB is already the parent of CTC and CTC
Communications, and, at some point after closing of the Transaction, may be the majority owner
of Surviving Corporation. The Commission has already reviewed and passed on CVB’s
qualifications to be a parent of a telecommunications utility in connection with the original
certification request of CTC Communications, which is incorporated herein by reference.” If
CVB becomes the majority owner of Surviving Corporation, there will be no impact on the
customers of CTC Communications.

The additional percentage acquired may be less than 20 percent, but will not exceed 20
percent.

See March 3, 1999 Registration. CVB has the necessary managerial, technical, and
financial capabilities to gain majority control of Surviving Corporation.

DCO01/EMMOE/244900.1
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The proposed Transaction, including the possible acquisition of additional voting
stock of Surviving Corporation by CVB, will be transparent to customers in North Dakota. In
particular, the Transaction will not result in a change of carrier for any customer.® Immediately
after completion of the Transaction, CTC Communications will continue to offer the same
services at the same rates, terms and conditions as at present and any further changes in the rates,
terms and conditions of services will be made consistent with Commission requirements. The
Transaction is not expected to result in any discontinuance of service for any customer of CTC
Communications.”

PUBLIC INTEREST STATEMENT

The Parties respectfully submit that the Transaction serves the public interest.
After consummation of the Transaction, CTC Communications will continue to offer service
under the same name and operating authority at present in North Dakota. The Transaction
involves no change in the entity offering service to customers, the facilities used to provide such
service, or the services, rates, terms and conditions of such service. All existing tariffs will
remain in place at this time. The Transaction will be transparent to consumers in North Dakota
and will not have any adverse impact on them.

Further, the Transaction will serve the public interest because American
consumers will benefit from the operation of an enhanced CTC Communications in North
Dakota. The enhancement of CTC Communications will increase the scope of CTC
Communications and should enable CTC Communications to compete more effectively in the
highly competitive market for telecommunications services. The enhanced CTC
Communications will be able to operate more efficiently and thus realize substantial financial
synergies that should enable CTC Communications to increase its operating income and free
cash flow. Given the difficulties with which the competitive telecommunications industry is now
struggling, the enhancement of CTC Communications in North Dakota in this manner would
benefit American consumers.

In connection with the Transaction, CTC Communications may seek authority to utilize a
d/b/a in North Dakota. If this is the case, upon receipt of the necessary documents from
the North Dakota Secretary of State, the Commission will be notified of the use of the
d/b/a in North Dakota. Any filing required in connection with the use of a d/b/a in North
Dakota will be made at that time.

The Transaction does not raise slamming concerns, and does not otherwise necessitate
compliance with the procedures prescribed by the Federal Communications Commission,
see 47 C.F.R. § 64.1120(e), or by the Commission for notification of customers prior to a
carrier-to-carrier sale or transfer of a carrier’s subscriber base.

DC01/EMMOE/244900.1
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The Parties submit that no Commission approval is required for the Transaction
described herein. An original and seven (7) copies of this filing are enclosed. Enclosed please
also find a duplicate copy of this filing and a self-addressed, postage-paid envelope. Please date-
stamp the duplicate upon receipt and return it in the envelope provided. Should the Commission
have any questions, please contact Erin Emmott at (202) 955-9766.

Respectfully submitted,
CHOICE ONE COMMUNICATIONS INC. CTC COMMUNICATIONS GROUP, INC. AND CTC
COMMUNICATIONS CORP.
@{M/\/u R kwu / €106 E )AAA Weouwtt
Cherie R. Kiser Joan M. Griffin
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Erin W. Emmott
Popeo, P.C. KELLEY DRYE & WARREN LLP
701 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Suite 900 1200 19" Street, NW, Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20004 Washington, DC 20036
Tel: (202) 434-7300 Tel: (202) 955-9766 (telephone)
Fax: (202) 434-7400 Fax: (202) 955-9792 (facsimile)
ckiser@mintz.com eemmott@kelleydrye.com
Its Attorney Their Counsel

DC01/EMMOE/244900.1



VERIFICATION
I, James P. Prenetta, Jr., am Vice President, Secretary and General Counsel of

CTC Communications Group, Inc., and am authorized to represent it and its affiliates, and to
make this verification on their behalf. The statements in the foregoing document relating to CTC
Communications Group, Inc., and its affiliates, except as otherwise specifically attributed, are
true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. |

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

1

Subscribed and sworn to before me this /6 day of 2006.

—

GAN J OWE
Notary o oy Commonwealth atMisgcgt:;E
MMissior
lZﬂ}J 0 My Sgtobe, 16, 2008

My Commission expires: ___ /() ! /[ﬂ/ 0'?




YERIFICATION

I, Roger W. Byrd, am Senior Vice President and General Counsel of Choice One
Communications Inc. and am authorized to represent it and its affiliates, and to make this
verification on their behalf. The statements in the foregoing document relating to Choice One
Communications Inc., and its affiliates, except as otherwise specifically attributed, are true and

correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Roger' W. Byrd 4
Senior Vice President and General Counsel
Choice One Communications Inc.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 20th day of February, 2006.

AARIA

Notary Public

My Commission expires: b(\“\\,vs\ N, 3%

Adaen . Mok .
e fC Sl ‘\)Meu\?u/h
No. OAMIL LOA6Yq

Qcdaed Muant Cuw*“\



EXHIBIT A

CORPORATE STRUCTURE

DCO01/EMMOE/244900.1
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Columbia Ventures
Broadband LLC
(‘CVB")

CTC Communications
Group, Inc.

CTC Communications
Corp. d/b/a Computer
Telephone Corp.

Current Corporate Structure

Choice One
Shareholders

Choice One
Communications Inc.




Post Merger Corporate Structure

Surviving Corporation
Of merger of CTC-
Group and Choice One
Communications Inc.
(“Surviving Corporation”)

CTC Communications
Corp. d/b/a Computer
Telephone Corp.

At Closing, the shares of the Surviving Corporation will be owned 50% by Columbia Ventures Broadband LLC and 50% by the existing
Shareholders of Choice One at the time of the closing.

244516v1
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ARTICLES OF MERGER

OF = 419,700
CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

CONSOLIDATED TELCOM, INC.
(AMENDMENT TO ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION)

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-15-42, NDCC, the
undersigned cooperatives will merge effective December 31, 1999. A
copy of the Plan of Reorganization is attached hereto and made a
part hereof by this reference. The undersigned ccoperatives hereby
adopt the following as the Articles of Merger to the Articles of
Incorporation for the new surviving cooperative.

ARTICLES OF MERGER
TO THE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF
CONSOLIDATED TELCOM
ARTICLE I.
The surviving cooperative, Consolidated Telephone Cooperative,
shall hereafter be known as Consolidated Telcom.
ARTICLE II.
The place where the principal business of the cooperative will
507 South Main
be transacted is Dickinson, Stark County, North Da§ﬁﬁ§' and the
period of existence of said cooperative shall be perpetual.
ARTICLE III.

The purpose for which the new cooperative association is
organized 1is to furnish, improve and expand communications
services.

ARTICLE IV.

The cooperative is organized without capital stock and the
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property rights and interests of the members shall be unequal. The
general rules applicable to all members by which the property
rights and interests respectively of each member shall De
determined and fixed are as follows:

Upon liquidation, after (a) all debts and liabilities of the
cooperative shall have been paid; and (b) all capital furnished
through patronage shall have been retired as provided in the
Bylaws, the remaining property and assets of the cooperative shall
be distributed among the members and former members in the
proportion which the aggregate patronage of each bears to the total
patronage of all such members.

ARTICLE V.

The territory intended to be served by said cooperative and
the counties through which said lines are intended to be run and
are run include the counties of Adams, Bowman, Hettinger, Slope,
Billings, Stark, Dunn and McKenzie counties in North Dakota, and
the counties of Harding and Perkins in South Dakcta. The places
from which lines are intended to be run and are running include the
towns of Bowman, Halliday, Dodge, Grassy Butte, Hettinger,
Killdeer, Dunn Center, Manning, Mott, New England, South Heart,
Rhame, Amidon, Ladd, Scranton, Reeder and Regent in North Dakota,
and which 1lines are intended to run between these towns with
branches contemplated to alil of the rural areas betwzen ther and
the trade area that those towns serve.

ARTICLE VI.

The cooperative shall be managed by a Board of Directors
consisting of seven (7) members who shall serve such tefms as may
be specified in the Bylaws. The Bylaws may also divide the area

into districts and in order to insure equitable representation on

2
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the Board of Directors, the Bylaws may require members to be
residents of such districts to qualify to serve on the Board of
Directors. The term of office of directors shall be for three
years, or until their successors are elected and qualified, and the
Bylaws may provide for a method of staggering the terms of the
directors.
ARTICLE VII.
The Plan of Reorganization is attached.

ARTICLE VIII.

On October 9, 1999, the merger was unanimously approved by the patrons of Consolidated
Telephone Cooperative. Present at said meeting (197 of 3,687 members present).
Consolidated Telephone Cooperative, the only shareholder of Consolidated Telcom, Inc.
approved the merger on the same date.

Dated this Z/ day of December, 1999.

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE CONSOLIDATED TELCOM, INC.

COOPERATIVE

By: {‘7’%—%’ %&’ P By: ‘j(/f@é/ /vgjwlj/
Anthony ﬁessmer, President Terrald Bang, pfesident

I ? 2 .
Byiﬁ&&&&ut&‘cg%__ By: fh, oy Stk
Brenda Volesky, cretary Cheryllborth, Secretary
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State of North Dakota

SECRETARY OF STATE

CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING

OF
CONSOLIDATED TELCOM

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the
State of North Dakota, hereby certifies that
CONSOLIDATED TELCOM, a North Dakota COOPERATIVE
ASSOCIATION, was incorporated in this office on
December 30, 1960 and, according to the records of
this office as of this date, has paid all fees due
this office as required by North Dakota statutes
governing a North Dakota COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION.

ACCORDINGLY the undersigned, as such
Secretary of State, and by virtue of the authority
vested in him by law, hereby issues this
Certificate of Good Standing to

CONSOLIDATED TELCOM

Issued: October 9, 2000

Alvin A. Jaeger
Secretary of State
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State of North Dakota

SECRETARY OF STATE

CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING
OF
CONSOLIDATED TELCOM, INC.

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the
State of North Dakota, hereby certifies that
CONSOLIDATED TELCOM, INC., a North Dakota BUSINESS
CORPORATION, was incorporated in this office on
March 7, 1994 and, according to the records of
this office as of this date, has paid all fees due
this office as required by North Dakota statutes
governing a North Dakota BUSINESS CORPORATION.

ACCORDINGLY the undersigned, as such
Secretary of State, and by virtue of the authority
vested in him by law, hereby issues this
Certificate of Good Standing to

CONSOLIDATED TELCOM, INC.

Issued: January 20, 1999

Alvin A. Jaeger
Secretary of State




/4/4403 % /0, 048,800 BC

ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT

TO THE ARl

L
O\\
-

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 10-19.1-21 of the North
Dakota Century Code, the undersigned corporation adopts the
following Articles of Amendment to its Articles of Incorporation:

ARTICLE 1. The name of the corporation is CTC Communications, Inc.
I.

ARTICLE 2. An amendment to the Articles of Incorporation was
adopted on April 21, 1995, in one of the following manners:
(Please check one.)

x by the shareholders,
by the incorporators, OR
by the board where no shares have been issued.

ARTICLE 3. The amendments adopted are as follows:

The name of the corporaticn to be CTC Communications,
Inc.

The aggregate number of shares which the corporation
shall have the authority to issue is 10,000,000 shares at
$.01 par value,

ARTICLE 4. The manner, if not set forth in such amendment, in
which any exchange, reclassification, or cancellation of issued
shares provided for in the amendment shall be effected, is as
follows: N/A.

I (We) the undersigned, by virtue of the authority vested in
me (us), have read the foregoing articles of amendment, know the

contents thereof, and verily believe the statements made therein to
be true.

Dated: April 21, 1995

CTC COMMUNICATIONS INC.

Chersﬁ Borth President

Office Use Only Receipt No: Filed by:

Filed//,5 -/ 5 , 19 .

22 Eé g ;J;
Secretaryof State ,__;;?§

WE_Hamny
GaLLowaY & MausDeputy

ATTORNEYS . AT . LAW
DICKINSON. NORTHM DAKOTA BBEO1
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Domestic and Foreign Nonprofit Corporations - Fee $10.00
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STATEMENT OF CHANGE OF REGISTERED OFFICE OR RECHS‘EF%?BQ&%???Ird%& BOTH

File duplicate ariginals. -(Two copies, both bearing original signatures.)

Ta the Secretary of State
State of North Dakota

Pursuant ta the provisions of Sections 10-19.1-16 or 10-22-09 of the North
Dakota Business Corporation Act, or 10-24-09 or 10-27-09 of the North Dakota
Nonprofit Corporation Act, the undersigned corporation, organized under the
laws of the State of North Dakota or authorized to do business in the State of
North Dakota, submits the following statement for the purpose of changing its
registered office or its registered agent, or both, in the State of North
Dakota:

1. The name of the corporation is CTC Communications, Inc.

2. The present address of record of the registered office is: 137 First

Avenue West, Dickinson, ND 58601

3. The address of Lhe new registered office is: 507 South Main.

Dickinson, ND 58601

{Complete street address required. A post office box number may be added.)

4. The present name of record as registered agent: Michael J. Maus

5. The name of successor registered agent is: [, Dan Wilhelmson

6. The address of its registered office and the address of the business office
of its registered agent as changed will be identical.

7. Such change was authorized by resolution duly adopted by its board of direc-
tors.

The undersigned has read the faregoing and knows the contents thereof and
verily believes the statements made therein tc be true.

Dated: September 22 , 19_95 , ,
4 \,59
gnature and Title}
Filing Date o0 — &, 19(2)/
~
Qw.;wﬁvf g ~ Filed By: A~

Secretary of S¢ate

Receipt #
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1. FILING FEE: $10.00
SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR FILING AND MAILING INSTRUCTIONS

2. Name of the Corporation, Limited Liability Company, or Limitad Liability Partnership for Which the Registared Agent is to Serve

CIC Commmications, Inc.

3.A. Name of tha Ragistered Agent

L. Dan Wilhelmson

B. Registered Agent is {Check One) C. Social Security/Federsl ID # of Registared Agent

X) An Individual North Dakota Resident
O A Corporation

O A Limited Liability Company 45-0441763
O A Limited Liability Partnership \[

t hereby consents to act in that capacity for the above named corporation, limited liability company, or limited

4. The designated registerad age
e i is submitted in accordance with North Dakota statutes.

September 29, 1995

\ Signature of Registered Agent Date

L. Dan Wilhelmson
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SEC OF STATE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION = STL

Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 10-19.1-21 of the North
Dakota Century Code, the undersigned corporation adopts the
following Articles of Amendment to its Articles of Incorporation:

ARTICLE 1. The name of the corporation is CTC Communications, Inc.

ARTICLE 2. An amendment to the Articles of Incorporation was
adopted on May 21, 1998, in one of the following manners: (Please
check one.)

X _ by the shareholders,
by the incecrporators, CR
by the board where no shares have been issued.

ARTICLE 3. The amendment adopted is as follows:

The aggregate number of shares which the corporation
shall have the authority to issue is 4,000,000 shares at
$1.00 par value.

ARTICLE 4. The manner, if not set forth in such amendment, in
which any exchange, reclassification, or cancellation of issued
shares provided for in the amendment shall be effected, is as
follows: FExisting stock will be canceled and reissued at $1.00 par value.

I (We) the undersigned, by virtue of the authority vested in
me (us), have read the foregoing articles of amendment, know the
contents thereof, and verily believe the statements made therein to
be true.

Dated: May 21, 1998.
CTC COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

MM%

Louis Witte, President

Office Use Only Receipt No: Filed by: /€
Filed ‘ , 19

By:
Secretary of State Deputy

HoOwE. HARDY,
GALLOWAY & Maus, P.C.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
P.O. BOX 370
DickinsoN, ND s58602-0370
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= 7 LTAT 0CT27 1398

SFN 13008 (4-96)
' SEC. OF STATE

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
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1. FILING FEE $20.00

If authorized shares are increased or
changed, additional fees may be due.

The following amendment has been adopted pursuant to the provisions of the North Dakota Business Corporation Act, North Dakota Century Code,

Chapter 10-19.1.

2.A. The name of the corporation as reflected in the Articles of Incorporation on file with B. Federal ID# C. Telephone #

the Secretary of State.

CTC Communications, Inc. 45-0441763 701-225-6061

C. Complete mailing address of the principal piace of business (Street/RR, PO Box,City, State, 2ip +4)
507 South Main, Dickinson, ND 58601

D. Toll-Free Telephone #

.3. The following amendmenti(s) adopted by the corporation:

Change the name from "CTC Commmications, Inc."
TO

Consolidated Telcom, Inc.

ﬂ By the sharehoiders
O 8y the incorporators where no shares have been issued
O B8y the board where no shares have been issued

The amendment was adopted on _October 21 | 19 98y one of the following methods (check the appropriate method)

5. Does the amendment pravide for, but not establish, the manner for effecting an exchange, reclassification, or cancellation of issued shares?

{Check the appropriate ()

O Yes. The shares are affected as follows:

OR
® No. The shares are unaffected by the amendment.

6. The undersigned, a person authorized by the corporation to sign this amendment, has read the foregoing Articles of Amendment, knows the

contents thereof, and believes the statements made thereon to be true.

céw%m/ [§- z.\ -78

Signature PResi10ea+

7. Name of person to contact abaut this amendment

Dwtimp ‘Telephone #
701-227-0101

Michael J. Maus, HOWE, HARDY, GALLOWAY & MAIIS, P.C,
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E% S ©0: BEN HEIER, sncanmARY OF STATE OF THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

g% 4 The undePSWﬂneo coroorauions, uhe FOdMAV SLOPE ‘RURAL TELDPHONE

§‘- MUTUAL, AID CORPORATTION, a corporauion of Bowman, North Dakota and the
E%" : DUNN TELEPHONE MUTUAL AID CORPORATION, a corporation of Kilideer,

%1 North'pakoté, who .are both incorporated under the Mutuél Corporations
% Act of North Dakota on ?ﬁe Cooperative Plan for Xindred Purposes, have’
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by provisions of said act been made subject to the general law govern-

* ing coopebatives, and oursuant to such veneral-law and-all'of the laws

the State of North D_kota,,heweoj ex ecuue the follouing Articles of
\

e ey

ARTICLE I

et et a0t e e e
1

The names of The mubtual a?o corporations proposing to consolidate

N AL
AT

e e et et

and the names of the stabtes under the laws of wnich such mutual aid

corporations were organized,. are as follows:

£§ Name of HMutual Aid Corporation State of In°°?°°ra§i22
§§ Bowman-Slone Rufal melephone Mubual . North Dakota '
%? Aid Corporation !
ﬁﬁ Dunn Telephone Mubual Ald Corporapion' " North Dakota
ARTICLE II : I

The laws of the State of North Dakota under which such mutual aid

SR

' corporations were organized, permit such consolidation.

ARTICLE III

SRR R

. The name of the new COOUOP&LLVG association shall be "CONSOLIDATED

TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE", and i% shall be governed by the laws of the

State of North Dakota.

atatatdta !
OO

ARVICLE IV . . &

The place where ‘the oanC¢pal bus;nesu of the cooperatlve will be

N Oy NN
B 2 o v BABARANAREA

transacted is Dickinson, Stark COUnLy, North Dakota, and the perlod of
. ‘ '
existence of said cooperatzve shall be perpetual.'
ARIICLE V r

The phrpose~fof which the new cooperative association is organized

CARIE IR E AR S A KA AR
s
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e

'ia'to furni.sh, improve and expand tolephone service.
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6;2’ | o ARIICLE VI | e
' The cooperatgive is organized w;thout capltal stock and the
property rignts and‘interests of the members shall be unequal. . The

general rules applicable vo all membera by which the oronerLJ rights

and interests risoecuively of each memoer shall be determined and

fixed are as follows:

Upon liguidation, after (a) all debts and liabilities of the

cboocrative shall have been paid and (b) all capital furnished through

~ patronage shall have been retlred as provided.in the. By-Laus, the re-

malqlng properuy and assets of the cooperauive shall be.dzstributed'
among tH; members and fgpﬁg; meﬁbers in the pfop@rtiqn Whiép the
aggregate vatronage of each'bears to the total patronage of all such
1nenu;ers. |

s ' ARTICLE VII _

The‘térritory intended to be served by said cooperativé and the
counties through which sald lines are intended to be run and are run
include the counties of Adams, Bowvman, Hettinger, élope, Billings; '
Stark, Dunn and McKenzie counties in North Dékota and the counties of
Harding and Perklns in South Dakota. Tﬁé places from which lines are
.intended to be run and are running include .the touns oﬁ-Halliday,
Dodge, Grassy Butte, Killdeer, Dunn Center, Manning, South Heart, Rhame,
Amidon, Ladd, Scrantpn, Bucyrus, and Regent, in North Dakota, and which
lines afe intended to run between these towns with branches contemplated
to all of the rural areas between them and the trade area that those

touns serve. fThe estimated length of these lines 1d 3000 miles and .

_Lhe eotlmated cost. thereof is three million dollars.

o . ARTICLE VIII
:? The cooperative shall have six directors and the names and residehcég
of the persons uho shall constitute the first Board of Directors of the
new cooperative in accoraance with the consolidatxon plan, and uho shall

serve until.bheir successors ape elected and qualeied are:
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" } HAE | . RESIDENCE

Jonn HMeisch Dunn Center, North Dakota

Dan Kisse Halliday, North Dakota

-~
Frank ﬁ{ubilc, Jr.” . Mamning, North Dakota
Aryy Enloe ) Rname, North Dakota
Ransom Knutson ' A Ralph, South Dakota

Leonard Bouwman Rhame, North Dakota

¢ -
. ARTICLE IX
The manner of adoption of the consolidation plan and the vote by

which it was gdbpted by each of saild mutual aid corporations is as

fqllows:
1. The members of the Bowman-Slone Rural Telephone lMutual Ald

Corporation at its annual members! meeting held in Sezranton, North

. Dakota., on the 15th day of October, 1960, and putiyant to due notice

of such meeting, which notice contained the full and complete consoli-

dation plan according to law, and as required by the By-Laws of said

corporation; did approve of said consolidation Dlan in its entlrety

-

by vote at such meeting wne ein 166 members voted in favor such plan,
and 36 members voted against the sane. That the said Bowman-Slope

Rural Telephone Mu sual Aid Corpora 1on has 781 numober of

members, and that there were 202 members present in person and voting
on said'plén; which numbef constitnted a quorunm. ' . '

o. The members of the Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation at.its
annual members! meeting heid in Dunn Center, North Dakota, on the 20th
day of OctQber. 1900, and pursuant to due n0u-ce of such meeting, which.
notice contained the full anwu complete consol¢datlon plan accordlng to

_law, and required by the ' By-Laws of said corporation, did approve of
“said conqolidation plan in its entirebty by vote at such meeting.whérein

128 membcro voted in favor of such ‘plan, and 34 members .voted against

the same. ‘That the said Dunn Pelephone Mutual Ald Corporatmon has 63 I

-number of members, and that there- uere 162 members present in person

and voting on sald olan, which number constltuted a quorum.
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/ ' - ARTICLE X o

The approved consolidation plan is as follows:

o . , COMNSOLIDATION PLAN

. “.of B
BOUMAN-SLOPE RURAL TELEPHONE MUTUAL ATD CORPORATION AND
DUNN TELEEHONE'MUTUAL ATD CORPORATION

" WHEREAS, The parties hergto, EOWMAN-SLOPE RURAIL TELEPHONE
MUTUAL, ATD CORPORATION, a\corporation of Bowman, North Dakota,
and the DUNN TELEPHONE MUTUAL AID CORPORATION,; a corporation
of Killdeer, North:Dakota, are both incorporated under the ’
Musual Aid Corporations Act of North Dakoba on the cooperative
plan for kindred purposes, have by a provision of saild Act '
been made subject to the general law governing cooperatives
(Chapter 10-15 of tiie North Dakota Revised Code of 1943 as
amended), and desire as cooperatives, subject to said Chapter,
to consolidate under sections 10-1541, and 10-1542 thereof;
and . .

" WHEREAS, It is intended by the parties hereto, {urthermore,
that they elect to convert and become subjeet to Chapter 10-15,
and furbher that the adoption of such plan and the filing and
recording of the Articles of Consolidation, containing articles
of associabion in accord with the requirements of Chapter 10-15,
as provided in sections 10-1541 and 10-1542 shall be the adoption,
filing and recordation of' their election-to convert, all duly
made as vrovided for in section 10-1544; and

" WHEREAS, Both of the corporations have franchises and are
Serving telephone patrons in an area generally South and llest
of the Missouri River in the States of North Dakota and Soubth
Dakota, and it is considered advisable that the two corporations
be brought together by means of a consolidation in order to '
effect a saving in the costs of operation of the two companies,
and -

. < 5 - s . 2
" WHEREAS, It is recognized that there may be some differences
in the book values of certain tangible assets of the two corpora-
tions but these differences are considered to be offset by
differences in other values. and by the advantages that can be
gained to both the corporations and to their members by the con-
solidation of the operations of these two corporations, and

" WHEREAS, Both of the corporations are financed through the
Rural Electrification Administration of the United States of
America and which loaning agency has made a study of the advan=
tafes of a consolldation of the two corporations and has SO
recommended such consolidation to the mutual benefit and advan-

tage of all parties concerned,

" NOW THEREFORE, To effect and carry out such consolidabion the
following consolidation plan, its proposed effect on all members,
and Articles of Associabion are hereinafter set forth for
approval or disapproval of the members of the respective corpora-
tions. . ' )

" e

_L g
: - CONSOLIDATION PLAN - ‘ _ _
" i TS PROPOSED to consolidate the Bovman=-Slope Rural Telephone

- Mutual Aid Corporation, a corporation whose postoffice address 1s

Bowman, North Dakota and the Dunn Telephone Mutual ALd Corpora=
tion, a corporation whose postoffice address is Killdeer, North
Dakota, into a new cooperative assoclatlion to be known as the

' CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATILVE'. ' P -

a
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" 3. The purpose of such consolidation is ©0 reduce expense
of the two corporations by combining the management and oper-
asion into one cooperative association uwith a resulting
saving to all of PThe members of both corporations. The
method of the consolidation will pe effected by means of a
statutory consolidavion under the laws of tne States of North
Dakota. The procedure to be followed to effect vhis eonsoli-.
dation will include the submission of This c nsolidation plan
which includes its proposed efflect on all menobers and Articles
of Association to the membership of each of the corporavions’
at a members meeting to be held on or before the 15tn day of
Dacember, 1960. If this consolidation plan including the pro-
posed effect thereof on-all tne nembers and the Articles of
Associabion is approved by the membership of both of these
corporations, then and in that event, Articles of Consolidation
together with this apvroved plan of consolidation and other
information as required by law will be filed and recorded with
the Secrebary of State of North Dakota and pvernission to do
business in the State of South Dakota will be obtained. Approval
of the Public -Service Commission of the State of North Dakota
%nd the Public Utilities Commission of the State of South Dakota
will then be obtained whereupon the new consolidated cooperative
%Sggciation will become effective as of the 2nd day of January,
19061, : '

" o, The new cooperative associlabilon, as with the- present
corporations will be organized on a cooverative non-profit basis
and without capital stock. All of the assels of the. two corpora-
tions including without limitation, all properties, both real and
personal of every kind and character, wheresoever situated, in-
cluding good will and franchises held, owned or possessed by each
of said corporations, shall be vested in said consolidated and
new cooperative association as fully as the same are now severally
held, owned and enjoyed by the separate corporations respectively,
subject however to all of the conditions, stipulations, liens,
claims and charges thereon -and to all debts and obligations of the
said respective corporations and including without limitation,all
obligations due to the United States of America, as well as obli-

. gatiens to the members of salid respective corporations, by rcason

of their membership certificates of equity in said corporations;
and the consolidated cooperative association shall fully complete,
carry out and perform all valid conditions, stipulations and con=-
tracts heretofore made by said corporations or either of them;

and the new cooperative association shall pay and discharge all
of liens, claims and charges heretof'ore created or suffered by
either of them on their respective properties and shall pay and
discharge all valid debts and obligations of every name, kind and
description heretofore incurred or assumed by, or now existent
against either of said corporations. It being the intentions of
the two corporations hereto that the newly organized cooperative -
association will take over all of the assets of the parties hereto
and will in Surn assume all of the obligations of these parties. '
Specifically included in the obligabtions to be assumed by the new
-cooperative association are any capital credits earned by any of
the members or former members or any obther obligations growing out
of the equity payments of members or former members or any member-
‘ship rights that any member or former member may have against the -
‘parties Hereto. ' . :
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,;i . P Mhen the consoliqabion has been completed, the new
..... e 1Us headquarters offices

and pr;nc;pa1 place oT DUSLHGSS Ln the C‘UJ of Dickinson,
North Dakota. The new cooperative association, nowever,
will be obl~ga ed vo mainvain line service in the resnect-
ive areas of tThe two corporations as they now exist,” bJ
mainvaining adequate personnel in sucn areas,
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"4, The number of directors oi' the new cooperative associ- ' B

avion shall be six (6) and the area vo be served by the new j
X cooperative association shall be divided into six districts o ;
3 with one director from each dLSUrlCL. The districts shall ' 3

be as follows:

R R e s

AN

%; District No.l- rr‘ne araa served by the Hmlllaay and Dodge

85 Exchanges.

¢ | . \ :
b Disvrict No.2- The area served by the Grassy Butite, Killdeer 3
%3 _ and Dunn Center Exchanges. - _ :
&

555

Districv No.3- The area served by the hunnlng Exchange and
the proposed South Heart Exchange.

R AR
% R

EEEEEE

Digtrict No.!l- The area served by the Rhame and Amidon
Exchanges.

S,

"5, The names and residences of the persons to be the first

P District No.5- The area served by the Ladd and Scranton :
&g Exchanges. §
b : ; . :
& District No.6- The area served by the Bucyrus Exchange and , §
E; , proposed Regent Exchange. ; B
5 :

directors of the néw cooverative association and the d;str¢cts

3

they represent are as follows: 3

District No.l- Dan Kisse, Halliday, North Dakota : 3

District No.2- John Meisch, Dunn Center, North Dakota ;

District No.3- Frank Kubik, Jr., Manning, North Daltota A

District No.4- Leonard Bowman, Rhame, North Dakota 1
-District No.5- Arvy Enloe, Rhame, North Dakota "

District No.6- Ransom Knutson, Ralph, South Dakota

Any vacancies occurring in the Board of Directors shall be filled
only hy members in good standing residing within the districts
named above. The by-laws shall provide that the terms of office
of the directors shall be stawger d so that the terms of the
Directors from Districts numbers 1 and 6 shall expire at the

same time: District numbers 2 and 5 the following year and 3 :
and & the year thereafter. Therearter at each annual meeting o
directors shall be elected for a term of three years to flll :
the terms of the directors as they shall expire.

B N INNNNININN,
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= " 6. When the membership of the two parties hereto snall approve
of this cons olmda“*on plan as herein set forth, the parties shall ;
forthwith proceed to file and record the necessary Articles of 3
Consolidation with the Secretary of State of the State of North ' 3
Dakota and to carry out all of the necessary legal steps and re .

quirements both in the states of North and South Dakota so as to
complete the consolidation forthwith and to obtain approval from
all regulatory bodies as required by law. The two corporations ’
will thereupon and without delay deliver to the new cooperative
aggoclation all of the properties, books, records, and other assets
in accordance with the terms hereof and will execute all of the

R
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/ necessary papers an LhsuvlUulitlive UL UULLERSIIVe willbit ey I=
necéssary to effect the intenc and purpose of this consoll-
dation plan and to carry out the same in an orderly and
forthright manner, _ ’ .

" 7. In the event thai the membership of either of the
parties hereto fails To approve of this consolidation plan
according to law on or before the 15¢h day of Dacember, 1960,
then and in that event this plan of consolidation shall be

null and void and of no force and erfect.
"II
PROPOSED EFFECT OF THIS CONSOLIDATION PLAN ON MENBERS OF THE

RESPECTIVE CORPORATIONS | /

T4 is exvected that the mempers of the two respective
corporasions will benefit from this consolidation because of
the savings in costs of operation of the consclidated associ-
ation/as compared to the two Individual corporations. AL the
present Lime the two corporavions are maintaining headaquarters
offices in the Cities of Kildeer and Bovman, respectively.
Doth of these offices maintain a staff -consisting of a manager

nd additional office helpo. It is proposed that the effect of
this consolidation will be to. lessen this overhead expense.
nce vhe corporation and the new cooperative association will
be opverated on a non=-profit or cooperagive basis, any saving of
expense will be passed on in the nature of a saving to the in-
dividual members. 4 -

"I I
ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION OF CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

=

T0: BEN MEIER, SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA.
ARTICLE I
" The name of the cooverative will be CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE

COOPERATIVE, and it shall be governed by the laws of the State
of North Dakotva. : : _ .
ARTICLE II
" The place where the principal business of the cooperative
will be transacted is Dickinson, Stark County, North Dakota, and
the period of existence of said cooperative shall be perpetual.
ARTICLE IIX
| R . | .
" he purpose for which the new cooperative associdtion is
organized is to furnish, improve and expand telephone service.
ARTICLE IV

" The cooperative is organized without capital stock andlégg_?
property rights and interests of the members shall be unequal.
The general rules applicable to all members by which the propeirty
rights and interests respectively-of each member shall be deter-
mined and fixed are as follow3: : '

Upon liquidation, after (a) all debbs and liabilibies
‘of the cooperative shall have been paid and (b) all

s
. 5% capital furnished through patronage shall have been
5§§ retired as provided in the By-Laws, the. remaining pro-
' gg perty and assebs of ‘the cooperative shalil be distributed
R among the members and former members in the proportion

ST
R

which the aggregate patronage of each bears to the total
nadranacss af 211 aeiioh mamhora o el Bl et B :
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é) " The territory intended to be served by said cooperatlve and .,
the counties through which said lines are intended vo be run
and are run include the countie$ of Adams, Bowman, Hevtinger, - 1
Siope, Billings, Stark, Dunn and McKenzie counties in Norihn '
Dakota and the counties of Harding and Perkins in South Dakota.
The places from which lines are 1n“=nded to be run and are
running include the uOunS of Haliliday., Dodge,. Grassy Butte,
Killdeer, Dunn Cenbter, Manning, South Heart, Rhame, Amidon,
Ladd, Scrancon, Bucyrus and Regentv, in North Dakota and-which
lines are intended %o run betwean these towns with branches
conpemplated to all of the rural areas bebween them and the
srade area that those touns serve,  The estimated lengun of these
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= : lines is 3000 miles and the estimated cost thereof is three
g3 ¢ < million dollars.
e
< ’ o -
gg ARTICLE VI
" mhe cooperative shall have six directors and the names and
residences of the persons who shall constibute the first Board
of Directors of the new cooperative in accordance with the con-
&8 solidation plan, and who shall serve until their successors.are
B3 elected and gualified are: :
& :
i NAME . RESIDENCE
'%f' - John Meisch Dunn Center, North Dakota
g Dan Kisse , Halliday, North Dakota
gi Frank Xubilk, Jr. - Manning, North Dakota
ﬁ; Arvy Enloe , Rhame, North Dakota
£ Ransom Knutson : " Ralph, South Dakota
B Leonard Eruman . - Rhame, North Dakota

1 The fore501nw congolidation plan whlch includes the proposed

“effect of the plan on nembers of the respective corporations as
well as Articles of Association, was oreoared by a committee
selected by the Board of Directors oP the two corporations and
is herewith respectfully submitted to the membership of the two
corporations for their aprroval, :

John Meisch ‘ Arvy nnloe
Dan Kisse Ransom Knutson
IFranlz Kubik, Jr. : * L=ona"d Bowman L.

rr‘he foregoing being all of Une mambers of said commlttee.
WITNESS The signatures and seals of the mutual aid corporations

signatory hereto this 30thday of November, 1960. ' 2

BOWMAN-SLOPE RURAL TELEPHONE MUTUAL

ATTEST: AID CORPORATI%y, a corporat;on,
J 4 ’

’ O\/M(‘./z-;"z &".’”:}cf“/ ) By “Dlﬂ_l [ . L_..,c ﬂ/"f

' Yecretary=Traasnrer Lts Pregsident .

sz
1Ts Vice Pres {Zdent




DUNN TELEPHONE MUTUAL AID '
CORPORATION, 2 corporatlon
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State of North Dakota
7

)

) ss ' ' S
County of duwzaes : '

.4 ",‘ ’ /t

P On "GhiS_ /o Lk aay of .,7,’//.\/»‘/_;"’/;»7)/3;!,2./ . 1960, before me.»,—_-;?f./._/_/.:yt,.am,.,, /

et o Notary Public in ana ror said county and state,

- Ransom Knutson, and Leonard Bovman,
President .and Secretary-Treasurer,
is described in and that executed

and acknowledged to me that such

Ll o

~
y s

N

A i PR s a
personally apvearad
known to nie to be tThe President, Vice
respectively, of the corporation thab
the within and foregoing instrument,
corporatiotl executed the sane.

Apvy Enloe,
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NoGary PUDLLC: Zdeczmmm-a-gounty, N.Dak.
it P __"-'o-‘" < —. iy - f‘l o P L, -
My commission eXPLYeS: coF il L 2565 .

"

State of North Dakota
ss
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)
County of _Stark )
ay

On thi 12%h day of _ Deceumper , 1960, before me,
Noprbert J. Mugalil ' . a Novary Public in and for Stark
Councy. North Dakova, personally appeared John Meisch, Dan Kisse and
Frank Kubik, Jr., known 4o me Lo be the President, Vice President and
i Secretary, respectively, of the corporavion that. is described in and
5 that executed the within and foregoing instrument, and acknowledged
o me tHat such corporation executed the same.

0]

N N L N

: - N N
= ) sty [FONyg

BERT! J. MUGGLI

.
HOR
Notary Public, Stark

County. North Dakota.
My commission expires:Jjune. 29, 1964,

.
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//Z9 ' | STATE CF HORTH DAKOTA
C7FICE CF THE SECRETARY CF STATE
CSRTIFICATE 7 COMSGLIDATICY
GOHINISLGRE RURAL TELEFHONE MUTUAL alD CCRPOZATICH AND DU TELEPHOME HUTUAL AID CORPCRATION
1470 | |
CONSCL IDATED TELEFHONE CCORERATIVE
THE UNDERSIGHED AS SECRETARY F STATE CF THE STATE OF MORTH DAKOVA, HEREOY CERTIFIES
THAT DUPLICATE CRIGHNALS CF ARTICLES CF COHSCLIDATICHN CF DUMI TELEFACNE MUTUAL AID
- CCAPORATION AND 50 u.nStC°gyfgiachxz VUTUAL AID CCRPCRATICH, DCHESTIC FMUTUAL AID

Vive

CCORPORATIONS, 1TO CONSCLIDATED TILEPHONZ SOMPERATIVE DULY SIGNED AlD VERIFIED PURSUANT
TO THUE TROVISIONS CF THE HCATH LAROTA COLPERATIVE ASSCLIATICH ACT, HAVE BEEN RECEIVED

1M THIS OFFICE AND ARE FCURD TO CONTCRG 7O LA, Ao ik ."'lC SERVICE CCMMISSECH CF THE
. ) »
STATZ €7 NCRTH DAWCTA HAVING APPROVED CF SAID ’CHSCL?DAEJOJ.

ACCCRDINGLY THE UNDEASIGHED, AS SUCH SECRETARY CF SVATR, A &Y VIRTUE CF THE AUTHORITY
YESTED 11 HIN SY LA, HEREBY ISSURS TS CIRTIFICATE 7 COHSCL%DATiCN CF Ui TELEPHONE
MUTUAL AID CORPCRNTION AKD BOANCSLOPE RURAL TRLEPHIL DA A0 uC?PORAI!O“ INTO

ACONSCL’DATL‘ TELEPHONE CCOPERATIVE ARD ATTACHES HEZRETO A DUPLICATZ 0°lGSNﬂL CF THE

ARTICLES CF CCNSCLIDATICH.

! - I TESTHICNY WHERECT, i nave HERCTO SEV Y {AND
AND AFFIXED TUE QREAT SEal OF TUE STATE OF NORTH
DanoTa A% 0 Cavrteon 11 7uE CiTvy OF BISHARGK,
TuiRTicTs 0aY OF Dacenner 1960.

EE R 5/ BEN MEIER
-~ TEN TEIER, SEGRETARY C SIATE

FILE HOS. , 623, OY03
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CERTIFICATE OF AMENDMBNT ' -

y Cor. JOF
. ARTICLES OF CONSOLIDATION
OF '
 J 2258

_COHSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOp WRAT IVE \

©

¥ :
B v of-CONSOLIDATED g
'4:;‘ . ;
g3 Annual nz of the Members of the Coopera- I:
& Live ¢ talclnson, Hm’r~-- ta on October 10, '°r4, pur=- b
8y suanit ucC » said mceving Meh was meiled to all the members X
'g thereol; 2 PUCDOSC o~ such mect;n&, among other Lthrs, and :
R 25 3%t losies, of the wmeeting, was %o amend Article VIII of -~ Ny
3 $hne solication, and that the oroposed Amendment was §:
R con b0 uﬂlu therc was a quorum present at sald k:
g: ma2 ing was held in the Commun*ty Building in- k:
C§ T the “.rk Jounty, liortn Dakote at 1:00 o'clock, ’
& . e, tober, A. D., 195 L, gnd that a quorum °
ﬁ was and acted. unwour_;nou“' 'unrl,.u there were
. 2,2 o: sald mceuxn that at sald meet- *
“ﬁ? ing RV “eome nad and Lne following resolution
& Mas ive “oUL of 538 4n favor and 4 a ggalnst, belng
: a ma v Lhe meeting vating on such’ cuest;on, vO-Wi

RRSSS

b, i
e Prosidont thon eallod upon. Attorney Horbert J. Muggll to
)

¥ =0 over and cxplain to Che membershly the orooo ;ed amendments
% , Lo tho Anticles and By-Laws having $0 do with the lncrease of .
8 ‘ dircotors ?rcm siz Lo -seven and providing for a director from
,% the new oposed dlstrict of Richardton. #r. Muggll then ex-
) vlained .uO the membershin that 1T was neccssary that both the
R Arficies and By-Iaws be amendzd so as o first-of a2ll permit .
3 the Board Lo be inereased from six to seven memoers and then

:4;5':

R

o O“OVLQP that the new QLStrLCL would comprise the area seéxved e
ny the Richardton exchange and to. namc a director from that . - ;

districc. It was cxpla Lnnd that at the présent tlme, the people
served by bthe Richardton exchange did not have a member on the

Board of Directors, - It was also explained that the Richardton
oxzchange included *he Toylor-area and the surrounding areas

e

SRR

~d

that were being 'switched out of the present- Richardton exchange.
The  proposed amendment to the Articles and By-Laws to effect
. tnls change were set forth‘ln full in the Notice of the Annual .
ieeting., The proposed amendment of Lhc Articles -amended Artl-.
cle VIII and tnc proposed. amcndmen to the By-Laws amended Sec-

RS

e

R

SRR

A tions 1, ? and 3 of Article IV of the By-Iaws. It wag the con=-
i sensus of the membership that the Article and’ BJhLaw‘Thendments
i * snould bg adopt ed so as to give the people in tne Richardton

2

i,

arca a voice on the Board.oL Directors. Upon a motion made oy
iir. Bon Strom, seconded bv Mr. Charles Kovas h and carried by a
vote of 538 in favor and . apgainst, the folloulng resolutlon
vags addgued:

25
-~§ ESOHVLD, That AL 1clc VILI of the Artlcles of Consolx-
> dation be mcndcd to read as follow8° .

A

tArticle VIII. “The Cooocrktxvc snall be manage :

© by a2 Board of Directors cons isting of seven (7 memb-
.CerhO shall’ nervc such terms as-may be- spe01f1ed
in the By-Iaws. The ‘By-Laws may also divide -the:

arce inbo districts and in order to insure. cquit- - 'nl
: aulc representation on the Board .of Directors,
.. ‘ the By-ILaws may require members ‘o, be residents of such districts

- to qual;ﬁy {o serve on the Board -of Directors.. The -
torm of office of Directors shall be. for. thec'vear.




! or until their successors are elecieq ana duasi=
4- fied, and the By-Laus may orovide £o9r 2 method of
7 shaggering the teras of the directors. o
‘?; L4 3t raizned herewith certify that su ich Amendment of Arpicle
25 " VIIL of rpicles of Consolidation afore mentioned was duly, regu-
7 o 1arly & 11y adopted 2t said meeting, and the undersigned Presi
Fi 5 dent w2 ized L0 sign the Certificate, and the undCPSLgned Secre-
§§ vary Lo 2 - the same, and to place the Coznorgtm Seal thereon and
£ £o have and to cause.the same to be filed and recorded in the same
3 manner as the original Articles of Consolidation.’ f
:E:j: .
§ The alffiants further certify that said Resolu tion amending Article
& VILY o the Articles of ConsolidatiQnohave not heen<wlt ered, amended,
P chansed or appealed in any Way, and 'that the same is still in full
5 force and effect. : - ‘
:
¢ POWTONGS WHERROF, MWe have signed these presents and affixed
the Copvorate Seal of sald Cooperative this ApT day of October, A.D.,
194G, ' .
’ >
\// /1//47/ ;/["’" ///
Johll Heilscn, Fres Shent
l_l:/-l .
ﬂ |.\ '\,,‘{3.‘\ .
\
./.-

2

S ‘CY"\ lu

e
~

,\
(@,
 sed
=
<
O
Q-
'__
=
: o
g

D., 196lt, before me, Norbert
q'kuouncy, North Dakota,.-ver-

d. Mugsl ) B g
sonally appearad John Meiseh and 7, Dvoral:, to me personally
knowin "no being bhoth vavu duly u“o“n Gid ac;nowledgc and say that
Jona U h is the Presl ; anag Chaoles V. Dvoralt is the Sﬁcre Sary,
ras 0 COHNSOLID: “33 i \PHONE COOPHRATIVE; that the Sel
ars o sa,c instrunent Lo Corvorate Seal of sald Codperative;
tha Lnstiouent and scaled on behalf of said Coop-
era. qunOf:L; or .
The said Jonn isisch, President, and Charles V. Dvorak, Secretary,

TR0 personalliy anne b pelore ne on uhc_mj;; Gay of October, A.D.,

964, anrc "tovn o me to be She rzsident @ and ‘OC‘CLEPJ of said Coop-

3

rabive, and the persons Whose names are subscrihed to and who execu-
24 rho foragoing Lnstrmuant and severally so me acknowledged that they
- de o . :

oty

vhe same. . é /f

- ‘ ~ 7
.\,«\ o \/V\, 1' S 2,(/.”,.‘ L]

Nornaii] J. Mgl Hotary - PubLic

Shaple County, Horth Dakova .|

by Commission Bxpires June 29, 1970.
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The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the State of North Dakota, hereby certifies that duplicate

originals of Articles of Amendment to the Atticles of Incorporation of.

IS, TN FASCAS N remn T .
SONSOIADATERTELERNOND- COORENATIVE

duly signed and verified pursuant to the provisions of the North Dakota_£COPERATIVE——
Corporation Act, have been received in this office and

are found to conform to law.

ACCORDINGLY the unduamnod, as such Secretary of State, and by virtue of the authority
vested in him by law, hereby issues this Certificate of Amendment to the Articles of Incorpora:

tion of "02‘.‘50..4 VTN TELERHONS _COORERATIVE:

and attaches hereto a duplicate original of the Articles of Amendment.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereto
set my hand and affixed the Great Seal of
the State of North-Dakota at the Capitol in

e (7SN e
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H Cropr o T

o3, ' the City of Bismarck,—Szcoip. day :
of - Novstmsen_ 193k
e BEILIEIER
Secretary of State
File No. {06gh By B
DUPLICATE ' o Deputy 4 :
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ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT - : /

E§ // : _' to the _ .j?
. Tt  ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION
% Lt , 7 — -

A

CONSOLIDATED ‘TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

R

SR

R e

pursuant to provisions of Chapter 10-15 of the North Dakota '
Century Code, thefhndersigned cooperative adopts the following
Articles of Amendment to its Articles of Association:

S

ARTICLE 1. The name of the cooperative is Consolidated
Telephone Cooperative. " :

" AL .
oot
OO "o s a"at !

g
e J
54 ARTICLE 2. The following Amendment of Articles of

Association was adopted by the menmbers of the Cooperative

on January 25, 1984, at a Special Meeting of Members, in the . K

manner prescribed by the North Dakota Century Code: : ¢

ARTICLE III
"The purpose for which the new cooperative
4

association is organized is to furnish,
improve and expand telephone service, and
to engage in activities within the purposes
for which cooperatives may be organized." .
ARTICLE 3. The number of members of the Cooperative at
the time of such adoption was 3921. o7 r o :

ARTICLE 4. The number of members who VOted for such. amend=
ment was 75 and the number of members who voted against such

amendment was 8.

P DATED this 2nd day of February, 1984. ‘
Larsbignt. oo 27 - o> ' 3 ‘
Geielns e, ‘__“f_\‘:“m‘(.'“_.h'. P} . i
N Ny TN CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE
TP e — Y o aak o
2 ; ; seaelenlonnee o Yeletnnne . .
TV e DY = P ’ NI B .
P e o B BY__?_Au/ vo bl 7 ,’/('(;Q L -
T o stete) : . “rfed Klee, Président : -
P )//} i ) .
(87 Dopwg) - - and - C ’ & <4

g l;,/',(’c.g,..c W Alecpre
William Stegney, Secretary
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* STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )
' - - : - :.ss
)

COUNTY OF STIQ _ .

a : " "on this 2nd day of February, 1984, before me, a Notary Public
: * in and for said County .and State, personally appeared Fred Klee
and William Stegner, known to me to be the persons whose names
are subscribed to the foregoing instrument and acknowledged to
me that they executed the same. . *

e
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A
S

. v . ' | . ) % . - L. 4
pitedte A1 S
* Claudette M. Abel, Notary Public

State of North Dakota ,
My Commission Expires: 9-17-87:
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1 . " my hand and affixed the Great Seal of the State at
3 - L _ the Capitol in the City of Bismarck, this_3'd____ l>
\

i';ll : ) ‘ ' “ v

N‘ ' Coe ' “pen veier Secratory of State..

:j _File:Mo 7069 €
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CERTIFICATE OF AMENDMENT ‘

OF

CONSOLINATED TELEMIONE COOPERATIVE ‘

The undersigned, as Secretary of State ot the State of North'Dakota, hereby certifies that duplicate it
originals of Articles of Amendment to the Articles of Incorporation of. . %
S CORSOLIDATY TELEPIIONE CODPERATIVE I

~ duly signed and verified pursuant to the provisions of the North Dakota — ‘
CO-0PERATIVE __-_Corporation Act, have been received in this officcand . 3

are found to conform to law. oL T . . T, %'
ACCORDINGLY the undersigned, as such Secretary of State, and by virtue of the authority ;?r
vested in him by law, hereby issues this Certificate of Amendment to the Articles of Incorpora- '|4
tion of. CONSOLINATI TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE | ;“
Enlarae DUPNOSES . ' : _ : ' , !?s
and attaches hereto a duplicate original of the Articles of Ameidment, ' fﬁ

. . Y

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set T

day of __February AD, 1028,
. 3 ...\. Sz

\

¥ Deputy.

DUPLICATE % By.

T I N N TN P R YANES Ve



STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Office of Secretary of State

| hereby certify that this Is a true and
correct copy, consisting of pages,
as takan from the original on file in this
office. Originality of this certification
can be determinaed by the color red.

T

DATED: . IC(Q ‘ Jim Kusler
1A \()‘“’ﬁf i SECRETARY OF STATE




ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT

to the

ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION

of

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

Pursuant to provisions of Chapter 10-15 of the North Dakota
Century Code, the undersigned cooperative adopts the following
Articles of Amendment to its Articles of Association

ARTICLE 1. The name of the cooperative is Consolidated
Telephone Cooperative.

ARTICLE 2. The following Amendment of Articles of
Association was adopted by the members of the Cooperative

on January 25, 1984, at a Special Meeting of Members, in the
manner prescribed by the North Dakota Century Code

ARTICLE III

"The purpose for which the new cooperative
association is organized is to furnish
improve and expand telephone service, and
to engage in activities within the purposes
for which cooperatives may be organized."

ARTICLE 3. The number of members of the Cooperative at
the time of such adoption was 3921.

ARTICLE 4. The number of members who voted for such amend-
ment was 75 and the number of members who voted against such
amendment was 8.

Jf.ATED this 2nd day of February, 1984.
‘-lhmnlh;4:7 .

=y 5% CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE
I!wnum___~_~ 9 ¢
Ved

— s ?1._,1,%

S o £ L Alec

Fred Klee, President

(By Deputy) and

bl ades,

William Stegner, /[fecretary

¢ 03
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )
¢ Ss

COUNTY OF STARK )

On this 2nd day of February, 1984, before me, a Notary Public
in and for said County and State, personally appeared Fred Klee
and William Stegner, known to me to be the persons whose names
are subscribed to the foregoing instrument and acknowledged to
me that they executed the same.

wetice 7 Ahef

Claudette M. Abel, Notary Public
State of North Dakota
My Commission Expires: 9-17-87

Filing o s s $25.00
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Bepartment of State
@ertificate of Authnritg

| (PR, E S.S_J;E_-WI_EQ_EHMAN ___________________ , Secretary of State of the State of South Dakota, do
CONSOLIDAT ED TELEPHONE COOPERAT IVE

a Corporation of the State of ___NQBI.H__QAKQEA_ __________ located at ___ o _____
___l1_3___w_e_s_t__Ei::s_t _____________ Street, City of _________ Dickipson ____ ____________ , County of
____________ Stark . _____________, state of __________North Dakota __________ having paid the

sum of S S = L C i N e A R e el :
receipt wherveof is hereby acknowledged, and having in all things complied with the requirements of the
laws of this State pertaining to Foreign Corporations, is duly authorized to transact business, and to
@ acquire, hold or dispose of property in this State upon the following conditions:

i

That such Corporation shall file an annual report with the Secretary of State as provided by Section
11.2104, South Dakota Code of 1939, and laws amendatory thereto.

NI

That such Corporation shall not enter into any combination, conspiracy, trust, pool, agreement or contract
intended to restrain or prevent competition in the supply or price of any article or commodity in general
use in the State, or constituting a subject of trade or commerce therein, or which shall, in any manner
control the price of any such article or commodity, fix the price thereof, limit or fix the amount or quantity
thereof to be manufactured, mined, produced or sold in this State, or fix any standard or figure by which
its price to the public shall be in any manner controlled or established.

That such Corporation shall be subject to all the liabilities and
restrictions that are or may be imposed upon corporations of like
character organized under the laws of this State, and shall be .
subject to all laws of this state relating to Foreign Corporations.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and
affixed the Great Seal of the State of South Dakota, at Pierre,

AN/

the Capital, this ___106th qay of ___February, ,19.61,
B L}, } ) i /
(72 A S ,’/~//.’ ¢ ,"/ /,. P 2 Siie B

et R L G AETT R S £ s i il A i Sirae O i
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SECRETARY OF STATE
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CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY

I, CHERYL BORTH, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT, I AM THE
SECRETARY OF CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE (HEREINAFTER
CALLED THE "COOPERATIVE"); THE ATTACHED ARE TRUE AND CORRECT

COPIES OF THE DOCUMENTS ON FILE WITH THE RESPECTIVE SECRE-

TARIES OF STATE.

CHERYL BORTH, SECRETARY

Phorels 28, /950

DATE




SEARCH OF RECORDS REPORT

April 26, 1990

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE
PO BOX 1077
DICKINSON, ND 58601

The following is the base data on file 1in the O0Office of
Secretary of State on CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE
Entity Type: COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION

State of Organization: ND

Current Status: Active

Status Date: 12/30/60

Last Annual Report Filed: 02/28/90

Last Annual Report Year: 90

Registered Agent:
Address:

Class: Number of Shares: Par:

For Reference: Darcy Schlosser 701-224-4283
Clerk Phone

the



e CONSOLIDATED
TELEPHONE
-COOPERATIVE

YOUR COMMUNICATIONS SOURCE
BOX 1077 - DICKINSON, NORTH DAKOTA 58601
701-225-6061

Marichge2:dss 189910

Mr:. SPatrifck ~JiaEahn D

Chief, Engineer

Public Service Commission \J MAR 2 91990
State of North Dakota |
State Capitol e E ’
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505 ND&&%HHHUU“

Dear Pat:

In reference to your request on March 8, 1990, we offer the
following copies from our files:

CASE NO. PCN NO.
e R AEOI81D 340
Drnire sD. 00! 384
3" -5605 400
4. 6058 437
5. 6143 449
b - 63316 463
v, £ S BION! -—-
Brin=08,08 -—-
9 “SSouth+-Dakotar PENOrde " No . siEB—2:/:89
10. Articles of Consolidation of Bowman-Slope and Dunn

Mutual Aid into Consolidated Telephone
11. Amendment of Articles of Consolidation
12. Articles of Amendment to the Articles of Association
13. Certificate of Authority for the State of South Dakota

D
e DDA “OWNED BY THOSE WE SERVE”



Mr. Patrick J. Fahn
Page Two
March 27, 1990

I have also enclosed a certificate from Cheryl Borth, Secretary
of the Board of Directors indicating that these are true and
correct copies of the documents on file with the respective
Secretaries of State.

Yours truly,

CON§ LIDATED /JELEPHONE COOPERATIVE
A

ﬂ///&(‘(; . 1¢%;L<424‘,//

~ Genezﬁ. Gendreau
Chie@ Financial Officer

dw

Encl.



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

¥ %k % % ok ok ok k Kk %

In the Matter of the Joint )
Application of the Dunn Tele- )
phone Mutual Aid Corporation, )
and “the Bowman-Slope Rural )
Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation ) CASE NO. 6058
for an order authorizing the con- )
solidation of these two corporations )
into one corporation to be known as )
the "Consolidated Telephone Cooperative," )

ORDER AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING CONSOLIDATION

BY THE COMMISSION:

On the 21st day of December, 1960, the Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corp-
oration, a corporation of Killdéer, North Dakota, and the Bowman-Slope Tele-
phone Mutual Aid Corporation, a corporation of Bowman, North Dakota, filed a
Joint application requesting authority to consolidate into one corporation to
be known as the "Consolidated Telephone Cooperative",

IT APPEARING that the two applicéhts are duly organized and existing
corporations organized under and by virtue of the laws of the State of N&rth
Dakota; both have franchises and are serving telephone patrons in an area
generally covering the Southwestern portion of North Dakota; and both are
financed through the Rural Electrification Edministration of the United States
of America; and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that a consolidation plan was prepared and submitted
to the memberships of both of these corporations at their annual meetings called
for that purpose and that the members of the Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corp-
oration at such annual meeting on the 15th day of October, 1960, voted to con-
solidate'according to said plan at which meetihg 166 members voted in favor of
such plan and 36 members voted against the same; that the Bowman-Slope Rural
Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation at an annual meeting of its members called for
that purpose on the 20th day of October, 1960, also voted in favor of such con-
solidation plan by a vote of 128 members voting in favor of the same and 34 -
members voting against; and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that by such consolidation the two corporations will
become one corporation thereby reducing the costs of operation and management

of such corporation and thereby rendering a savings to all of the parties using



Order Authorizing etc,
Case No, 6058 Page 2
the telephone services furnished by said applicants herein, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the above two applicants have fulfilled the
requirements of the law relative to such consolidation and that upon the com-
pletion of such consolidation all of the rights and all of the property of
each of the individual applicants shall be by operation of law vested in the -
new association with no reversion or impairment thereof caused by such consol-
idation and that no right of any creditor will bevimpaired by such consolidation
without such creditors consent; and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the consolidation of the above two corporations
is consistent with the public interest,

NOwW THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the application of the above two corp-
orations for authority to consolidate be and hereby is authorized and approved
in all respects; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that upon return of all previously issued certlflcates
of convenience and necessity by both consolidating companies a new certificate '
will be issued to the consolidated company.

Dated at Bismérck, North Dakota this 30th day of December, 1960,

BY THE COMMISSION-
SON_J. ANDEZI\T(
President
VZ///%%/
TIN VAALER

Corimissioner

MN%

(SEAL) Commissioner

ATTEST:

e Do

Secretary

"Buy DAKOTA MAID Flour"



CERTIFICATE OF AMENDMENT

OF

ARTICLES OF CONSOLIDATIOM

OF

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

We, the undersigned, President and Secretary of CONSOLIDATED
TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, hereby certify:

That a Regular Annual Meeting of the Members of the Coopera-
tive was held in Dickinson, North Dakota on October 1C, 1964, pur-
suant to Notice of said meeting which was mailed to all the members
thereof; that the purpose of such meeting, among other things, and
as stated in the Notice of the meeting, was to amend Article VIII of
the Articles of Consolidation, and that the proposed Amendment was
contained in said Notice, that there was a quorum present at said
meeting and that said meeting was held in the Community Building in
the City of Dickinson, Stark County, North Dakota at 1:00 o'clock,
P. M. on the 10th day of October, A. D., 1964, and that a quorum
vas present at said meeting and acted throughout; that there were
2,253 members as of the date of said meeting; that at said meet-
ing, the following proceedings were had and the following resolution
was adopted by an affirmative vote of 538 in favor and 4 against, being
a majority of the members at the meeting voting on such question, to-iit:

"Mhe President then called upon Attorney Norbert J. Muggli to

zo over and explain to the membership the proposed amendments
to the Articles and By-Laws having to do with the increase of
directors from six to seven and providing for a director from
the nev proposed district of Richardton. IMr. Muggli then ex-
plained <to the membership that it was necessary that both the
Articies and By-Laws be amended so as to first of all permit
the Board to be increased from six to seven memdbers and then

to provide that the new district would comprise the area served
by the Richardton exchange and to name a director from that
district. It was explained that at the present time, the people
served by the Richardton exchange did not have a member on the
Board of Directors. It was also explained that the Richardton
exchange included the Taylor area and the surrounding areas
that were being switched out of the present Richardton exchange.
The proposed amendment to the Articles and By-Laws to effect
this change were set forth in full in the Notice of the Annual
Meeting. The proposed amendment of the Articles amended Arti-
cle VIII and the proposed amendment to the By-Laws amended Szc-
tions 1, 2 and 3 of Article IV of the By-Laws. It was the con-
sensus of the membership that the Article and By-Law Amendments
should be adopted so as to give the people in tne Richardton
area a voice on the Board of Directors. Upon a motion made by
Mr. Ben Strom, seconded by Mr. Charles Kovash and carried by a
vote of 538 in favor and L4 against, the following resolution
was adopted:

RESOLVED, That Article VIII of the Articles of Consoli-
dation be amended to read as follovws:

tArticle VIII. The Cooperative shall be managed

by a Board of Directors consisting of seven 7) memb-

ers who shall serve such terms as may De specified

in the By-lawes. The By-Laws may also divide the

apez into districts and in order to insure egquit-

able representation on the Board of Directors,

the By-Laws may require members to be residents of such distric
to qualify to serve on the Board of Directors. The

term of office of Directors shall be for thewe years,



! or until their successors are elected and quali-
fied, and the By-Laws may provide for a method of
staggering the terms of the directors.' "

The undersigned herewith certify that such Amendment of Article
VIII of the Articles of Consolidation aforementioned was duly, regu-
larly and lawfully adopted at said meeting, and the undersigned Presi-
dent was authorized to sign the Certificate, and the undersigned Secre-
tary to attest the same, and to place the Corporate Seal thereon and
to have and to cause the same to be filed and recorded in the same
manner as the original Articles of Consolidation.

The affiants further certify that said Resolution amending Article
VIII of the Articles of Consolidation have not been altered, amended,
changed or appealed in any way, and that the same is still in full
force and effect.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, We have signed these presents and affixed
the Corporate Seal of said Cooperative this zfcrday of October, A.D.,

1964,
'}%12" ]/7‘491/{%
}Ohn Neisch, President =
ATTEST:

[
[ S sl D i

Charles V. Dvorak, Secretary

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA)

+ SS

COUNTY OF STARK )
/

On this 28 day of October, A. D., 1964, before me, Norbert
J. Muggli, a notary public in and for StarkCounty, North Dakota, per-
sonally appeared John Meisch and CharlesV. Dvorak, to me personally
known, who, being both first duly sworn, did acknowledge and say that
John Meisch is the President and Charles V. Dvorak is the Secretary,
respectively, of CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOFPERATIVE; that the Sel
affixed to said instrument is the Corporate Seal of said Cooperative;
that the said instrument was signed and sealed on behalf of said Coop-
erative. by authority of its members.

The said John Meisch, President, and Charles V. Dvorak, Secretary,
who personally appeared before me on the 24~ day of October, A.D.,
1964, are known to me to be the President and Secretary of said Coop-
erative, and the persons whose names are subscribed to and who exXecu-
ted the foregoing instrument and severally to me acknowledged that they
executed the same.

S ,

~Norbettl J. Mugeli, Notary Public
Stark County, North Dakota
My Commission Expires June 29, 1970.

Gy cate /0 /6557
L4 g uidid UAROTA }ss
Depariment of State

Filed for record the....- ;1& ...............
day:ff/ﬂ*-vc’;m/m/ ...... 196,
A“”E/szaﬂ ..............................
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_ PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION - :

STATE QF NCRTH DAKOTA
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In the Matter of the Application of )
the Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone Mutual )
Aid Corporation, of Bowman, North Dakota,: )
(1) Tor a Certificate of Public Conven~ ) CASE NO. 4982
ience and Necessity to construct. and op- )

erate a telephone system; and, (2) For )
authority o purchase certain existing tel-)

ephone properties. - )

- e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e A e e e

FINDINGS QF FACT,
CONCLUSIONS AND ORDER

By the Commission:

On Jamuary 23, 1953 the Bowman-Slope Rﬁral Telephone Mutual Aid Cor-
poration, of Bowman, North Dakota, filédgqn applicatiﬁn with the Public
Service Commission; (1) For a Certificéte'of Public Convenience and
Necessity to construct and operate a telephoné system in the Counties of
Bowman, Slope, Adams and Hettinger in the State of North Dakota; and (2)

For authority to purchase certain existing telephone properties hereinafter
described, - |

The application was set for public hea¥ing at Béwman; North Dakota, on
Pebruary 25, 1953; all interested parties were Aéfified of sald hearing in
the manner provided by law; and at the time and place of hearing the follow-
ing appearances were entered:

M. S. BYRNE, Attorney at Law, Bowman, North Dakota, appearing for appli-
cant. -_ ' . | o

J. WARD WBAY, 34h—6th'Avenue'South, Fargo;.Nbrth Dakota, appearing for
applicant. N .

CLAREXNCE E. BRYANT,.Cﬁief Engineer, Nbrth~ﬁakota Public Service Commis-

sion,

 PINDINGS OF FACT

Upon consideration of the application and other evidence of record in

this proceeding, the Commission findé tﬁat:

(1) The Applicant, Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone
Matual Aid Corporation, is a non-profit mem-
bership corporation organized and existing
under laws of the State of North Dakota for
the purpose of furnishing telephone service
to members at cost and not for profit,
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(2)

(3)

(L)

Applicant proposes at this time to construct
and operate a telephone system located in the
Counties of Bowman and Slope in the State of
North Dakote, and in Harding Gounty in the
Svate of South Dakota, as shown in detail on
Exhidit No. 5 in this proceeding. Applicant
prlans to eventually furnish telephone service
in other areas in North Dakota .in addition to
the above described territory. An estimated
1,138 subscribers will be served by construc-
tion and operation of telephone facilities in-
volved herein, of which approximately 608 will
be new subscribers now without telephone ser-
vice. It is the plan and purpose of the Co-
operative to provide telephone service for

the widest practical numbér of rural subscrib-
ers in its proposed service area. A substan-
tial number of occupled farms in the Coopera-
tive's proposed service area are now without
telephone service. : :

Applicant proposes to install modern dial tel-
ephone facilities exclusively. New dial tel-
ephone exchanges will be established at ILadd
in Bowman County, and Cross in Slope County,

North Dakota. . The existing magneto exchanges

at Rhame and Scranton, North Dakota, to be ac-
quired, will be .converted to dial operation,
All dial exchanges will be unattended but dial
assistance service will be available to sub-
scribers from Northwestern Bell Telephone Com~
pany at Lemmon, South Dakota. .Bxtended scope
telephone exchange service will be available
to subscribers in the following exchanges :
Cross and Scranton; and Ladd and Bowman., Ap-~
plicant will furnish service for 76 rural

" subscribers in the vicinity of Bowman, and

20 rural subscribers in.-the vicinity of Mar-
marth, which subscribers will be switched at
Bowman and Marmarth, respectively, by North-
western Bell Telephone Company. Message toll
telephone service will be available to all
subscribers served by Applicant over toll
facilities owned by Northwestern Bell Tele-
phone Company.

Applicant has entered into agreements to
purchase telephone facilities now owned and
operated by the following Companies: Domestic
Telephone Company, Marion Telephone Company,
Buffalo Springs Telephone Company, Deep Creek
& Harper Telephone Company, Table Mountain
Telephone Company, Amor Telephone Company,
Lone Tree Telephone Company, Hart Telephone
Company, Nebo Telephone Company, Iangberg
Telephone Company, Mound Telephons Company,
Independent Telephone Company, Spring Creek
Telephone Company, Adalaide Telephone Com-
rany, Schaefer Telephone Company, Rocky
Ridge Telephone Company, Whiting Telephone
Company, Buena Vista Telephone Company,Wood-
berry Telephone Company, Gascoyne Telephone
Company, Golden Ridge Telephone Company,and
Iudlow Telephone Company, all located in Ap-
plicant's proposed service area. The tele-
phone companies to be acquired now furnish
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telephone service for approximately 530 sub~
scribers, Telephone facilities owned and
operated by the companies to be acquired are
gsnerally obsolete and in need of considera~-
ble maintenance and repair. Rural telephone
lines owned by said companies are mainly of
the grounded (single wire) type and service
thereon is generally unsatisfactory due to
inductive interference caused by rural elec—
tric power lines in the vicinity thereof,
Applicant proposes to install modern dial
telephone facilities; to metallicize rural
telephone lines; to reduce the number of
subscribers per rural line; and to replace
obsolete equipment of acquired telephone
systems,

(5) Funds for conmstruction of new telephone fac-
ilities, and for acquisition of existing tel-
ephone facilities, in the Cooperative's pro-
prosed service area will be obtained from. sub-
scribers' membership fees of $45,929, and from
a loan of $839,000 from the United States Gov-
ernment through the Rural Electrification Ad-
ministration. Applicant has employed engineers,
experienced in the field of telephony, to fur-
nish plans and specifications for the proposed
telephone system and to supervise construction
of the system,

CONCLUSIONS

Upon considgration.pf the foregoing findings of fact, the Commission
concludes that iséuance of a Certificate of Public Convénience and Neces-
sity to Bowman—Sl&pe Rural Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation to conmstruct
and operate a telephone system upon the terms and conditions set forth
hereinafter, and that authorization to acquire existing telephone proper-

ties herein described, is consistent with the public interest,
ORDER

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS CRDERED that Bowman-Slope Rural Teléphone Matual
Aid Corporation, of Bowman, North Dakota,.be issued a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity to comstruct and operate a telephone system in
tﬁe Counties éf Bowman and Slope in the State of North Dakota, as shown in
thibit No. 5 in this proceeding, exc1u51ve of such ter*ltorias or areas
therein served by existing unacquired telephone companies or systems. Minor
extens1ons of telephone facilities by Applicant, or by other telephone com-
panies or systems, to serve subscribers in territory contiguous to telephone

service areas shown in Exhibits No. 4 and 5, may be comstructed if mitually
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b,

agreeable to the telephone companies 1nvolved, or upon specific authoriza~

tion by this Commzsslon,

IT IS I‘URTHER ORDERED that said Certificate of Public Convenience and

Necessity shall not preclude the issuance of Certificates of Public Conven—

ience and Necessity to other non-profit cooperative corporations or mutual

associations for construction and operation of rural telephone lines in the

above described territory if, after due notice and hearing, it appears that

the issuance of said Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity 1s

consistent with the public interest.

IT IS FURTHER ORDEEEI) that Bowma.n—-Slope Rural Telephone Mutual Aid Cor-

poration be and hereby is a.uthorized to e.cquire telephone plant and equipment

now owned and operated by the following Companies :

Name of Cownz'

Domestic Telephone Co.
Marion Telephone Co, ~ ° -

Buffalo Springs Telephone Co. A
- Deep Creek & Harper 'Tel. Go.,

Table Mountain Telephone Co.
Amor Telephone Co. _
Lone Tree Telephone Co.
Hart Telephone Co.

Nebo Telephone Co.
Iangberg Telephone Co.
Mound Telephone Co, o
Independent Telephone Co, '
Spring Creek Telephone Co,
Adalaide ‘Telephone Co.
Schaefer Telephone Co,
Rocky Ridge Telephone Co.
Vhiting Telephone Co.
Buena Vista Telephoné Co.
Woodberry Telephone Co,
Gascoyne Telephone Co,
Golden Ridge Telephone Co.
Iudlow Telephone.Co.

Address

Bowman, N, D',

" Rhame, N. D,

Buffalo Springs, N.D.
Rhame, N. D,
Bowman, N, D.
Bowman, N, D.
Bowman, N. D,
Rh&me, N. D.
Rhame, N, D,
Rhame, N. D.
Rhame, N, D,
Rhame, N. D.
Rhame, N. D,
Rhame, N, D,

* Rhame, N, D,

Scranton, N, D,
Scranton, N. D.
Scranton, N. D,
Scranton, N. D.
Scranton, N. D.
Buffalo Springs, N. D.
Iudlow, S. Dak.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Bonan—-‘Sl'ope Rural Telephone Mutual Aid Cor-

poration shall c'onti‘nue‘ prééent "op'erations of acquired telephone systems,

pending rehabilitation ‘and - ‘conversion to dial operation.

Dated at Bisma.rck, North Dakota, this 18th day of March, 1953.

BY THE C OMMISS ION:

_FELMER W. CART

Pres ident

ATTIEST ;
@/ ERNEST D, NELSON
A A T/ Commissionsr
- Secretary
E., H., BRANT
Commissioner

Buy "DAKOTA MAID"

Flour
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In “the’ Matter of the Applicatlon of" the ) R |
Bowman-Slope Rural Telephone Mutual Aid ) A ,
Corporation; of ‘Bowman, North Dakota: ' )7
(1) For.a Certificate of Public Conven-.. )
fence and’ Necessity to construct and %
).

operate.a.telephone system; and (2), For.,
authorlty 16" “purchase certain existing
telephone properties.r :

b T
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& s The Bowma.n-slope Rural Telephone Mutual Aid Corporat:.on,‘ 2 corporat:.on, of

AL
flo e

Bowman, North D

a, hereinafter ‘qgl],%d ~the L\'g‘gpoge;;atlve" 9T spegti‘ully.. .requests
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ARPRESHE

That the Coopera.tive respectfully reguests the Publlc Serv1ce Conmlssn.on ‘bo

‘1ssue to 1t a ('iert:\.ficate of Conyenignqe d Necpss:_ty' pursuan

. Seg on. 1;9—-0301
of 'bheNorth Dakota Rev:.sed Code of 19)43, so the Cooperatlve Jnay enéage n.n the furn—
ishing of telephone semce to the\rural areas as, shovm on, the a‘ota:ched map, whlch
is hereto made a part of this Appln.cation a.nd marked Jxhibit, (1)

That this Cooperative proposes to bring %@qquate telephone servn.ce to the wid_.
est practiocable nunber of perdons in rural aress possible in the Counties of Bowman,
Slope, Adams and Hettinger in the fhate of Noxth Dakobe, snd any Countles contiguous
to_any Of said Counties in the States.of North Dakota and South Dakota, That this, .

Cooperafidve believes that publi

convenience and necessity, can best be served by
eV demey 4 TR AT NS LT TN TR NS Y RTTLE O LA T

granting said certificate... ... ... ..i.oas

hee Gne dews ol tno Stabe of
Ihat the Cooperat:.vq resygectfully requests }pe_rm:.ss:.or} from 'hhe Publlc Serv1-:'.-

2 hanges a.nd

Gomiagion to, sopytzo she Rereizafter naned Telophone Sominice
rural lines. Thet those Telophone Tompentee, sydbanges. i st dinge sre wal
to f'L]I‘Il]:Sh adequatjela.nd fﬁi‘fi_\gieng texl.ggh‘onq;seyx:vlce to their subscribers and tha
due to said fact have given option agreements to the Coopérative so that the Co-f ;
operative may acquire them and give them better éndmozteLadeq{zateand 'effici‘é"‘ ! oN

28 ST A )

service. That the names of the Comﬁé’hies 5 ‘excha.ng';'e:'s 5 Rural _’_llnes -and.- thei~ = 1

ident are as follows:—
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Domestic Telephone Co., Albert Folske,” Pres. Bowman, North Dakotaj

Marion Telephone Co., ] E'Rhame, North Dakota;
Buffalo Springs Telephone Co., Herbert Fisher, Pres. Bui'falo -Springs, North Dakotaj;
Deep Creek & Harper Telephone Co., H. R. Meggers, Pres. Rhame, North Dakotaj

Table Mountain Telephone Co. > Glen Buckley, Pres. Bowman, North Dakotaj

B

Amor Telephone Coyiy- ('. George Ehrmantrout, Pres, Bowman, North Dakota;

Ludlow Telephohe Coyj: ioing iixHareld Feist; -..Pres, - Iudlow, South .Dakotaj'

Lone Tree .Telephone>Cos; o ' Lawrence Farisy :Pres. ' # Bowman, Noith Dakotas.
Hart Telephone.Co, =+ .iv+ @ o Jack Idlery . Pres.: “iviRhamey North Dakotay -
Nebo Telephone Co,,:i . ey Ernest Fosdum,sPres: in:::.Rhame s -North' Dakotay:
Langberg:.Telephone Co,, Vernon Miller, Pres. Rhame, North Dakotaj
Mound Telephone Co., _ E. J. Jones, Pres. 5 Rhame,v North Dakotaj

Independent Telephone Co. s Leonard Flscher, Pres. Rhame, North Dakota,"

ey e

‘~v' soxe s

Spring Creek Telephone é'b.,' Arvy ‘Enloe',‘ Pres. o Rhame, North Dakota,

Adalaide Telephone Co,, Helmar I-Iendr:.ckson, Pres, Rhame, North Dakotaj

Schaefer Telephone Co., Walter Schasfer;: Rhame, North Dakota,

Rocky Ridge':Telephone Co., Gordon Lode¥; Preg,ssisi Scréntbn,mNSrth Dakota;
Whiting Telephone Co., J. C. Ziebarth, Pres, Scranton, Nofth Dakotaj
Buena Vista Telephone Co., C. 0. Sipma, Pres. Scranton, North Dakota;
Tbodberry Telephone Co., E. J. Schumacher, Pres. Scranton, North Dakotaj
Gascoyne Telephone Co.,, George Repp, Pres. Scranton, North Dakota;

Golden Ridge Telephone Co., Bernard Swanson, Pres. Buffalo Springs, North Dakota;
Facilities serving approximately 530 rural subsribers in the vicinity of the
following towns, Rhame, Scranton, Bowman, and Gascoyne in the State of North Dakota,
and Ludlow in the State of South Dakotaj and that the proposed lines as hown #n the :
map, Exhibit (1) hereto attached, will comnect approximately 678 new rural subscribers,
That the Cooperative respectfully requests that the Pyblic Service Commission
set a time and date for this hearing pursuanjb to law and give such notice as is re-
quired under the laws of the State of North ﬁakota.;
The Cooperative further respectfully requests that the hearing on this Application
be held at the Court House in the Village of Bowman, County of Bowman and State of
North Dakota, or at some other available pldce in the Village of Bowman.

Dated this 21st day of January, 1953.

BOWMAN-SLOPE RURAL TELEPHONE MUTUAL AID CORPORATION

By ARVY ENLOE
President
By BERNARD SWENSON

Secretary
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CERTIFICATION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA)
County of Burleigh ;

I, ELMER OLSON, duly sppointed, aqualified and
acting Secretary ani Legal Keeper of the records ofthe
Public Service Commission of the State of North Dakota,
do hereby certify that the hereto attached is a true ang
correct copy of the Order of the Public Service Commission
dated November 7,1956., enteredin Case No. 5439, Granting
tbe arplication of Dynn Televhone Mutuat Aig Corp., of Killdegﬁ,
North Dakota g certificate of convenience anqg necessity
and for authority to purchase telephone properties, the
Original of which arrears of record and is on file in .
the office of the saig Public Service Commission of the
State of North Dakota,

IN WITNESS #HEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand
and affixed the gea)l of_the Public Service Commission of
the State of North Dakota, at sismarck, North Dakota,

this 19th day of November,1956,

Secretary, Public Serviae Commicsion
of the State of Nopth Jakota

R o, B
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
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In the matter of the Application of Dunn )
Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation, of )
Killdeer, North Dakota: (1) For a cer- )
tificate of public convenience and neces- ) CASE_NO. 5489
sity to construct and operate telephone )
facilities; and, (2) For authority to pur- )
chase certain existing telephone properties.)

FINDINGS OF FACT,

CONCLUSTONS AND ORDER

By the Commission:

On September 12, 1956 the Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation of
Killdeer, North Dakota filed an a_pplication with the Public Service Commission:
(1) For a certificate of public c.onvenience and necessity to construct and
operate telephone facilities in the Counties of Dunn, McKenzie and Billings in
the State of North Dakota; and, (2) For authority to purchase existing telephone
property now owned by the Stacker Telephone Company, of Halliday, North Dakota.

The application was set for public hearing at Killdeer, North Dakota
on October 10, 1956; all interested parties were notified of said hearing in
the manner provided by law; the hearing was duly held before Examiner Clarence
E. Bryant, and the following appearances were entered:

NORBERT J. MUGGLI, Attorney, Dickinson, North Dakota appearing for

Applicant.

FINDINGS OF FACT

Upon consideration of the application and the evidence of record in this
proceeding, the Commission finds that: '

(1) Applicant, Dunn Telephone Matual Aid Corporation, is
a non-profit membership corporation organized and
existing under the laws of the State of North Dakota.
The Corporation was organized for the purpose of
furnishing telephone service to subscribers in its
proposed service area,

(2) Applicant proposes herein to construct and operate
a telephone system in parts of the Counties of Dunn,
McKenzie and Billings in the State of North Dakota.
The proposed service area is shown outlined in red
on the map entitled "Area Coverage Design" included
as part of Exhibit No, 3 in this proceading., Appli-
cant proposes to establish new dial telephone ex-
changes at Dodge and Grassy Butte, North Dakota; to
convert the existing magneto exechange at Dunn Center,
Halliday and Manning, North Dakota to dial operation;
and to improve and expand rural telsphone facilities
in said exchanges, and in rural territory in the
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(3)

%)

(5)

(6)

Page 2

vicinity of Killdeer, North Dakota, Applicant
estimates that, after a five-year development
period, it will furnish telephone service for

1,032 subscribers in its proposed service area,
including approximately 635 rural subscribers now
without telephone service., The proposed service
area is now without telephone service of any kind,
or is inadequately served by the existing télephone
systems to be acquired, It is the plan and purpose
of the Company to provide telephone service for the
widest practicable number of subscribers in its pro-
posed service area.

Applicant has entered into an agreement to purchase
the existing telephone property now owned and oper-
ated by the Stacker Telephone Company, of Halliday,
North Dakota, Said property consists of the local
exchange telephone facilities at Halliday and Dunn
Center, North Dakota, and a rural multi-party line
serving subscribers in Werner, North Dakota. The
Stacker Telephone Company now serves approximately
100 subscribers. The telephone facilities to be
acquired are manual magneto facilities and do not
provide adequate or efficient telephone service.

Applicant also proposes to furnish telephone service
On areas now served by the following companies, when
and if said companies agree in writing to discontinue
operations and said agreements have been filed with
this Commission as part of the record in this pro-
ceeding: Manning Telephone Company, Manning, North
Dakota; North Line Telephone Company, Halliday,
North Dakota; Farmers Cooperative Telephone Company,
Halliday, North Dakota; Emerson Telephone Company,
Dunn Center, North Dakota; Renville Telephone
Company, Dunn Center, North Dakota; Crooked Creek
Telephone Company, Dickinson, North Dakota; Fayette
Telephone Company, Xilldeer, North Dakota; and
Whetstone~Grassy Butte Telephone Company, Killdeer,
North Dakota, Said Telephone Companies now serve
about 150 subscribers and are located within
Adpplicant!s proposed service area, Applicant does
not plan to purchase the existing telephone facil-
ities owned by said companies, but proposes only to
furnish telephone service to subscribers now served
by said systems after the various companies volun-
tarily agree to discontinue operations,

Applicant plans to begin construction of the proposed
telephone system in the spring of ‘1957, Estimated
cost of construction of the system is $866,600.00,
The proposed telephone System will not duplicate or
interfere with the service or system of any other
telephone company, :

Funds for construction of new tolephone facilities,
and for acquisition of existing telephone facilities,
in Applicant!s proposed service area will be obtained
from subseribers membership fees and from a loan from
the United States of America, acting through the
Rural Electrification Administration. Applicant has
employed engineers experienced in the field of tele-
phone to furnish plans and specifications for the
proposed telephone system,

CONCLUSIONS

Upon consideration of the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Commission
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concludes: (1) that present and future public convenience and necessity re-
quire construction and operation of the proposed telephone system; and, (2)
that authorization to acquire the existing telephone property herein described

is consistent with the public interest,

CRDER

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS CRDERED that Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation,
of Killdeer, North Dakota be and hereby is issued a certificate of public con-
venlence and necessity to construct and operate telephone facilities in the
territory in Dunn, McKenzie and Billings Counties in the State of North Dakota,
shown outlined in red on the map entitled "Area Coverage Design®* included as
part of Exhibit No, 3 in this proceeding, exclusive of the territories or areas
therein served by existing unacquired telephone companies or systems,

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that said certificate of public convenience and ne-
cessity shall include the territories or areas now served by the existing tele-
phone companies or systems listed in paragraph (4) of the Findings of Fact here-
in, provided that said companies have agreed. in writing to discontinue opera-
tions, and that said written agreements, or certified copies thereof, have been
filed with this Commission,

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that said certificate shall not preclude the issuance
of certificates of public convenience and necessity to non-profit cooperative
corporations or associations for construction and operation of rural telephone
lines in the above described territory if, after due notice and hearing, it
appears that the issuance of said certificates is consistent with the public
interest, .

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation be and
hereby is authorized to purchase existing telephone property now owned by the
Stacker Telephone Company, of Halliday, North Dakota, upon the terms amd con-
ditions set forth in the "Telephone Sales Agreement",'identified as Exhibit No.
4 in this Proceeding,

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 7th day of November, 1956,

PUBLIC SERVICE COMISSION
(SEAL)

MARTIN VAALER
President

ATTEST: ERNEST D. NELSON

5/\/ ?’} Commissioner
AREFFIZLE eﬁégan ANSON J. ANDERSQN

Commissioner
Buy "DAKOTA MATN® 71w

Secretary

T v



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
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In the Matter of the Joint Application of Consolidated )
Telephone Cooperative, Dickinson, North Dakota, and )
Northwestern Bell Telephone Company, Fargo, North )
Dakota, for: (1) authority to transfer Northwestern )
Bell Telephone Company’s properties located in Regent, )
North Dakota, to Consolidated Telephone Cooperative )
and to amend the Certificates of Public Convenience )
and Necessity accordingly; (2) authority for Consoli- )
dated Telephone Cooperative and Northwestern Bell )
Telephone Company to jointly provide Extended Area ) CASE NO, 6351
Service between Consolidated Telephone Cooperative's )
Regent, North Dakota Exchange and Northwestern Bell )
Telephone Company®s Mott, North Dakota and New England, )
North Dakota Exchanges; (3) authority to amend Con--- )
solidated Telephone Cooperatiwe's present Certificate )
of Public Convenience and Necessity to include the )
Regent community and surrounding area; and (4) author- )
ity to establish a new rate schedule for the Regent )
Exchange, )

FINDINGS OF FACT,
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On May 29, 1963, the Consolidated Telephone Cooperative, hereinafter re-
ferred to as the "Cooperative,"” and the Northwestern Bell Telephone Company,
hereinafter referred to as the "Corporation,” and the two together referred to as
the "Applicants,” filed a joint application with this Commission wherein they re-
quested the authority as set forth in the title of this Order.

On June 14, 1963, this Cormission issued its Notice of Hearing and Order
of Suspension of the proposed rates wherein the hearing was scheduled for July 9,
1963, in Regent, North Dakota. Said Notice was given to all interested parties,
as provided by law, and the hearing was held, as scheduled, before Commissioner
Ben J. Wolf. The following appearances were entered:

NORBERT J. MUGGLI, Box 511, Dickinson, North Dakota, appearing for both

Applicants.,
WALLACE OWEN, Bismarck, North Dakota, appearing as Chief Engineer, North

Dakota Public Service Commission,
After considering all relevant evidence of record, the Commission mow
makes the following:

FINDINGS OF FACT

(1) The Cooperative is a non-profit membership corporation duly
organized and operating under the laws of the State of North
Dakota and conducting a telephone utility business in the
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)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

general area of Southwestern North Dakota., The Corporation
is a foreign corporation duly authorized to do business in
North Dakota as a telephone utility and does operate such

a business in most areas of North Dakota.

The Corporation owns and operates a telephone exchange
serving the City of Regent, North Dakota, and surrounding
rural area, Said exchange is in need of modernization in

order to make it compatible with Direct Distance Dialing,
and in addition the rural areas of the exchange are not
presently receiving either adequate or complete telephone
service,

The Applicants propose that the ownership of the Regent
Exchange property be transferred from the Corporation to

the Cooperative and that Extended Area Service be pro-

vided jointly between the Regent Exchange and the Cor-
poration's Mott and New England Exchanges. The Cooperative
proposes, upon approval of the requested authority, to apply
to the Rural Electrification Administration for additional
loan funds to be used in rebuilding the existing Regent
Exchange and in extending the rural system in order that the
area may receive more modern and complete dial telephone
service, The REA has indicated informally that funds would
be available to the Cooperative for this proposed project.

The Applicants conducted joint interviews of all present
or prospective subscribers of the Corporation’s Regent
Exchange and explained the proposed plan and the effect
of said plan on the subscriber, Approximately 245 persons
were contacted and of these only 8 per cent were not in
favor of the plan.,

As a result of the proposed transfer of property, the Regent
subscribers®’ rates will be increased., This is due to the
difference in the Applicants® rate schedules and because of
proposed improved quality of service as well as the added
service available to them from the proposed enlarged calling
area, Said enlarged calling area will include previously
unserved portions of the Regent Exchange as well as the
toll-free calling available through the proposed Extended
Area Service between the Regent Exchange and Mott and be-
tween the Regent Exchange and New England, The main
telephone stations accessible toll-free upon completion

of this project will be approximately 1600, This places

the Regent Exchange in the Cooperative's "D" rate group
which rates are higher than existing Northwestern Bell
rates, However, this increased rate for Regent subscribers
will not be effective until the modernization and expansion
programs are completed and the improved and expanded ser-
vice is initiated.

The proposals in this proceeding are part of a package of
proposals that the Applicants have agreed to which pro-
vides for several transferrals of property from one to

the other of the Applicants on a dollar for dollar basis
with no extra monetary considerations involved, The pack-
age of proposals, if approved and consummated, is designed:
(a) to correct and improve service area boundaries between
the Applicants' territories; (b) to eliminate switching
arrangements between the Applicants; (c) to increase and
improve calling areas available toll-free to the Applicants'
subscribers; (d) to improve the operating economies of both
Applicants; and, (e) in general, to improve the quality of
telephone service in the affected areas of Southwestern
North Dakota.

2
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(?) The hearing in this matter was well attended by local residents,
none of which expressed any relevant or organized opposition to
the proposals advanced by the Applicants,
From the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Commission now makes the followings

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

(1) The proposed transfer of telephone property is in the public
interest.,

(2) The proposed expanded telephone service is in the public interest.

(3) The construction and operation of the proposed telephone system
is in the public interest,

(4) The proposed rates for telephone service are fair and reasonable,
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the Applicants be and hereby are:

(1) Authorized to transfer ownership of the Northwestern Bell
Telephone Company®s Regent, North Dakota exchange properties
from that company to the Consolidated Telephone Cooperative,

(2) Authorized to establish Extended Area Service between the
Corporation's Mott exchange and the Cooperative®s Regent
exchange and between the Corporation’s New England exchange
and the Cooperative's Regent exchange,

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Cooperative be and hereby is:

(1) Granted an amended Certificate of Public Convenience and
Necessity which extends:their authority to construct and
operate a telephone system into the Regent area including
the red shaded area shown on the map introduced as Exhibit
No, 1, but excluding all areas therein served by existing
unacquired or unabandoned telephone companies.

(2) Authorized, upon completion of the construction and other
work necessary to establish the proposed new exchange
service and the proposed EAS, and upon initiation of these
services, to apply the following schedule of rates for
dial telephone service in the Regent exchange:

LOCAL _EXCHANGE MONTHLY RATES

BUSINESS RESIDENCE
1 - Party 11,00 725
2 - Party 9.75 6.50
4 - Party 5.75
Rural Multi-Party 9.50 7.50
Extensions 1.60 1.25

Service Station Switching Fee - $3.50
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Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 26th day of August, 1963.
BY THE COMMISSION:

RICHARD J. THOMPSON

President
(SEAL)

BRUCE HAGEN
Cormissioner

BEN J. WOLF
Cormissioner

ATTEST:
Gl O
) /%4"{6’7'- Qé oz

Secretary

“Buy NORTH DAKOTA Products"
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In the Matter of the Joint Application of
Consolidated Telephone Cooperative and
Northwestern Bell Telephone Company for
Authority to Buy and Sell the Marmarth
Telephone Exchange; for Consolidated to
Discontinue the Marmarth Exchange, Con-
solidating it into a Single Exchange to

be Known as Rhame-Marmarth and to be

Located in the City of Rhame, North Dakota;
for Bell to Remove Open Wire Toll Facilities
Between Bowman, North Dakota, and Marmarth;
and for a Certificate of Public Convenience
and Necessity for the Enlarged Exchange Area
of Rhame-Marmarth; and for Buried Toll Faci-
lities to be Provided Between Bowman and

the Enlarged Rhame-Marmarth Exchange.

e e e e S e S e e e S S e S

ORDER GRANTING APPLICATION

On April 5, 1974, the Consolidated Telephone Cooperative, (herein-
aftef referred to sometimes as Consolidated) and the Northwestern Bell
Telephone Company (hereinafter referred to sometimes as Northwestern
Bell, and together referred to as the Applicants) filed a joint appli-
cation with the Public Service Commission wherein they requested author-
ity as set forth in the title herein above.

The Commission, having determined that good cause exists for dis-
pensing with its normal procedure of issuing a Notice of Qpportunity for
Hearing in this matter, does therefore make the following order.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT APPEARING that Consolidated Telephone Cooperative
is a North Dakota corporation in the business of providing communications
service in pérts of several western North Dakota counties including, but
limited to, providing telephone service to the community of Rhame, North
Dakota, and, as such, is a public utility subject to the jurisdiction of
the Public Service Commission, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Northwestern Bell Telephone Company is an
Iowa corporation duly authorized to do business in the State of North
Dakota and is in the business of providing communications service in
major areas of North Dakota including the provision of local exchange and
toll telephone service to the community of Marmarth, North Dakota, and, as
such, it is a public utility subject to the jurisdiction of this Commissio
and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the Applicants have negotiated and signed

an agreement which provides that Northwestern Bell will sell its property
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presently in use providing local exchange service to the Marmarth community,
and that Consolidated will buy said property and that, in conveying title
to said properties, Northwestern Bell will also transfer any and all
rights,. franchises, permits, leases, easements, contracts or other legal
interests associated with said properties, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that, upon obtaining the necessary authority,
Consolidated will proceed to construct and install the necessary facilities
and equipment to consolidate the exchange area at Marmarth with its
existing exchange area at Rhame, in order that they may provide service
to the entire area from one central office located at Rhame, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Consolidated, in purchasing the Marmarth
exchange, proposes to assume liability for providing telephone service
in and around the City of Marmarth and, specifically, is requesting
authority to construct and operate a telephohe communications system in
the area outlined in red on the exhibit entitled "Key Map-Revised OPL-
Rhame Exchange", and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Consolidated, in connection with its take
over of the Marmarth exchange, will construct a system to serve both the
Rhame and Marmarth areas which will provide subscribers of the areas with
all-one party, stormproofed service; that the central office serving the
areas will be located in Rhame; and that the combined service areas will
be known as the Rhame-Marmarth Exchange, and

IT FUR?HER APPEARING that the new exchange will provide toll-free
calling from the Marmarth area to the Rhame area and from the Marmarth
area to Northwestern Bell's Bowman exchange area and, further, that the
entire Rhame-Marmarth exchange area will, upon completion of the new
system, have direct distance dialing and all number identification, as
well as stormproofed toll service, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Northwestern Bell proposes to abandon its
open wire toll facility presently used to serve the exchanges at Rhame
and Marmarth, and that Northwestern Bell and Consolidated propose to
jointly construct a buried toll cable extending from Northwestern Bell's
Bowman exchange to the new Rhame-Marmarth Exchange with the facility

owned, in part, by each of the Applicants, and the point of meet of
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their respective portions to be approximately 4-3/4 miles east of
Consolidated's Rhame-Marmarth central office exchange at the common
boundary line of the Rhame-Marmarth Exchange and the Bowman exchange,
and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that, upon completion of the construction and
installation of the necessary facilities and equipment to establish the
services proposed herein, the Applicants will consummate their sales
agreement and the service from the existing Marmarth exchange will be
discontinued and service to Marmarth customers thereafter provided from
the Rhame-Marmarth exchange office located at Rhame, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Consolidated has surveyed its subscribers
in the Rhame exchange and that they have overwhelmingly approved its
basic proposal to proVide all one-party service, including approval of
the rates necessary to support such a system, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Consolidated and Northwestern Bell have
jointly surveyed Northwestern Bell's existing subscribers in the Marmarth
exchange, and that said subscribers expressed overwhelming approval of
the Applicants' proposals relating to the Marmarth exchange service area,
including acceptance of the schedule of rates necessary to support the
proposed system, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the schedule of rates for all one-party
service in the Rhame-Marmarth exchange was previously approved by the
Public Service Commission in its Case No. 8135, subject to subsequent
approval by'subscribers in the affected exchanges, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Consolidated has made arrangements for
financing the proposed service improvements, and that the basic con-
ditions of said financing were approved in this Commission's Case No.
8870, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Consolidated and Northwestern Bell are
ready, willing, and able to provide the basic services as proposed by
their Application, and that said proposals are legal and in the public
interests and, further, that Public Convenience and Necessity will be
subserved thereby, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that there is an urgent need for service im-
provement in the area affected by these proposals, but that Consolidated
cannot proceed with such plans until such time as all the necessary

authorities are obtained, including authority from this Commission, and
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that until such time as such authority is granted, none of the loan funds
are available for Consolidated's use, and that, therefore, no construction
can begin, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Consolidated has demonstrated to this
Commission that the public need is great and that the public interest is
almost totally in support of their basic proposals, and that, therefore,
there is no need for public hearing or Notice of Opportunity for Hearing
as normally provided for in proceedings of this nature.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Northwestern Bell
Telephone Company be, and hereby is, authorized to sell, and Consolidated
Telephone Cooperative be, and hereby is, authorized to buy, all of the
plant and system presently owned by Northwestern Bell and located in and
around the City of Marmarth, North Dakota, which is used to provide
local exchange service thereat.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Consolidated Telephone Cooperative be,
and hereby is, authorized, upon completion of the necessary construction,
to discontinue the Marmarth exchange and to consolidate that service area
with the existing Rhame service area and provide service from a central
office exchange located at Rhame, North Dakota, to be called the Rhame-
Marmarth Exchange.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Northwestern Bell Telephone Company
be, and hereby is, authorized to abandon its existing open wire toll
facility from Bowman to Marmarth and to construct in its place a buried
toll facility from Bowman to the Rhame-Marmarth exchange boundary, and
that Consolidated Telephone Cooperative is authorized to construct a
buried toll facility extending from the point of meet with the North-
western Bell facility at the Rhame-Marmarth exchange boundary to its
new Rhame-Marmarth central office exchange in Rhame.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Consolidated Telephone Cooperative be,
and hereby is, granted a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity
authorizing it to construct and operate the toll facility herein before
described and to construct and operate a telephone system in the area
outlined in red on the exhibit entitled "Key Map-Revised OPL-Rhame Ex-
change."

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Northwestern Bell be, and hereby is,

granted a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity authorizing
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it to construct and operate buried toll facilities from its Bowman,

North Dakota exchange to a point of meet on the boundary of Consolidated's

Rhame-Marmarth exchange.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 8th day of April, 1974.

(SEAL)

ATTEST:

/:7AQ/%€;171ak4zﬁML4/

Secretary

s/s

s/s

s/s

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

BEN J. WOLF, President

BRUCE HAGEN, Commissioner

RICHARD A. ELKIN, Commissioner



PR PVRY - @

AT oy - e s L ST
Jone % ':: 5
9

i

4o ’ e ;
A% A an 353108 of the Pablto htumn Comninaton of the - -

! L el ‘State of Jputh Dskets, held in its offices, -
L }}_.,4 *,umcnyo.rncm.muptm. t.hu; e
PR —— “»mm;m !‘ il Bl et N PR e e

MQ 4 ;Goqiuhm LMMI aad{!hrtlt

; _\;_ F . - sk ,. .;~4~ PR s s,,_.‘m___ _ _—

i . 5 '

IN THE MATYER OF i nmcuxos i P f.'”;_f._f'" -
OF THE CONBOLIDATED YELEFHORE )"
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:  Under date of Docember 23, 1966, the c«:muam
"rel hone Cosperative of Dickinson, North Dakots, applied for s
ertificate of public comvenience and necessity to operate s
‘tel ephora systas in s portion of Earding and Perkins Counties,
South Dakote, for the purpose of redsfiaing 1ts Bervice area
boundary ia relation to, and coordimating with, the present.
'service area ‘boundaries ot adjaeant. ttlophonc comniu.

©“The” uppncnion was ccoonpanm by & map showing the
muurw to-boundary ling between-the -telephcne companies
concerned,-asd aigned by - Themes-Bs -Barris for the Consolidated
Telephone Gooperative; y D. .Schecher for the West River
Cooperstive Telsphone Company; E. P. Hewstt for the Horthwesteram
Bell Telephome Company (Morth Dakota Division); and C.R. Kicks
for llorthmnem Bell relophou COmpanr (SOuth Dakots mvisien).

N _The Mn&oz Iuldl that & redcﬂniuon\of the bound-
a.ry ‘line bstween the telephone companies now esrv this area,
2s indicated on the said map, is nccuury and in e publie
internt and :lt: 1: thantoro

e ~'-—-;

' GBDERED that a’ ccrutuato of ;mhnc connnimec and
neeouicy be, and the same is hereby, issued to the ssid
Consclidated Telephone Cooperative of Dickinson, North Dakots,
authorising it to construct, msintein and operste g telephone
systes in parts of Harding end Perkins Counties, South Daskots,
in en ares as more particulerly defined by area boundary lines
shown on the signed map accompanying the application, end es
more generally indicated on the map hereto attached.

RDER OF THE COMXISSIOR

B\&W&&meb

LOEETTA HOLLAKD, Acting Secretary

(OFFICIAL SEAL)
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CERTIFICATICN

'STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA)
) SS
)

COUNTY OF BURLEIGH )

I, ELMER OLSON, duly appointed, qualified and acting
Secretary and Legal Keeper of the recorders of the Public
Eervice Commission of The State of North Dakota, do hereby
certify that the hereto attached is a true and correct copy
of the order of the Public Service Commission dated September
23, 1957, entered in Case No. 5605, granting the application
of Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation, of Killdeer, North
Dakota for a certificate of public convenience and necessity,
and for authority to make a loan,the original of which appears
of record and is on file in the office of the said Public
Service Commission of The State of North Dakota.

IN WITNESS HEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and
affixed the seal of the Public Service Commission of the

State of North Dakota, at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 3rd

day of October, 1957.

Secretary, Public Service Commission
State of North Dakota



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
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In the Matter of the Application of the
Consolidated Telsphone Cooperative of

Dickinson, North Dakota, for authority:

(1) to borrow additional loan funds from

the United States of America in the amount

of $549,000.00 and execute a note and mortgage

to secure said loan; (2) to purchase the exist-

ing telephone facilities located at Richardton

and Taylor, North Dakota, from the Richardton
Taylor Telephone Company, the prasent owner and
operator; (3) to construct and operate a telephone
system in the Richardton and Taylor communities and
certain areas surrounding them; and (4) to establish
a schedule of rates for the proposed service in the
Richardton and Taylor areas.

" W ® w e W @ W W e e m S w e W om o m Emowm W™ ® @ W= = -

CASE NO. 6336

Nl N e N e o N N Nl N N N S S

FINDINGS OF FACT,
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On February 11, 1963, the Applicant, Consolidated Telephone Cooperative,
of Dickinson, North Dakota, filed an application with this Commission wherein
they requested the authority as set forth in the above title. On March 11, 1963,
this Commission issued its Notice of Hearing and Order of Suspension of Proposed
Rates wherein a public hearing was set for April 9, 1963. Said hearing was held,
as scheduled, in Richardton, North Dakota, before Commissioner Ben J. Wolf and
the following appearances were filed:

NORBERT J. MUGGLI, Attorney, Dickinson, North Dakota appearing for the
Applicant.

WALLACE OWEN, Bismarck, North Dakota, appearing as Chief Engineer for the
North Dakota Public Service Commission.

Upon consideration of all relevant evidence of record in this proceeding,
the Commission finds the following:

FINDINGS OF FACT

(1) The Applicant, Consolidated Telephone Cooperative, is a non-
profit membership corporation organized and operating under
the laws of the State of North Dakota for the purpose of
providing telephone service; and they presently own and
operate telephone facilities in parts of ten counties
located in southwestern North Dakota, as well as in two
northwestern South Dakota counties.

(2) The Richardton Taylor Telephone Company is a stock corporation
which owns and operates the telephone exchanges and associated
facilities serving the Richardton and Taylor communities. The
existing service is dial but is not as modern and convenient,
generally speaking, as the dial service available to the
public in the majority of the exchanges serving North Dakota
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(3)

(&)

(5)

(6)

and the United States. Further, neither the Richardton
Taylor Company nor the rural switching companies are
presently providing rural service of high quality, or
any service to many prospective customers located in
the area generally considered as area with a community
of interest to Richardton and/or Taylor.

There are 7 rural switching companies, such as mentioned
in Findings No. 2, operating in the rural areas of
Richardton and Taylor and serving a total of 64 sub-
scribers, as of December 31, 1962. The lines of the
companies have not, generally speaking, been constructed
or maintained in a manner which enables them to provide
as modern and convenient service as has become the in-
dustry standard. In fact, some of these lines are of
the grounded type which have long been considered an
outmoded and unsatisfactory type of line with regard

to the quality of service they are capable of providing.

The Applicant has entered into a Sales Agreement with the
Richardton Taylor Telephone Company wherein the two parties
have agreed, respectively, to buy and sell the Richardton
and Taylor telephone exchanges and certain associated
rights and properties, as specifiecally set forth in Exhibit
No. 2 entitled Telephone Sales Agreement, for the purchase
price of $135,000.00. Further, representatives of the Rural
Electrification Administration, the Applicant’s source of
loan funds, have inspected the properties involved in the
proposed sale and have, on the basis of said inspection,
approved the sale price of $135,000.00.

The Applicant proposes to spend a total of $563,000 for

the purchase of these properties and the construction of a
new, modern dial exchange and associated facilities, and
they further propose to obtain this amount from the United
States of America through the Rural Electrification Adminis-
tration. The amount will be obtained through the execution

-of a mortgage note to secure the loan, and "the terms of said

loan shall provide that the Applicant will pay interest at
the rate of two (2) per cent per annum and that 35 years
from the date of said mortgage note any principal remaining
unpaid, and interest thereon, shall become due and payable.
Fourteen thousand dollars of the total to be borrowed for
this project will be borrowed under authority previously
granted by this Commission and therefore the Applicant is
requesting further approval, at this time, to borrow the
$549,000 of additional loan funds needed to obtain the
total of $563,000.

The Applicant proposes, upon approval of the requested
authority, and upon consumation of their Sales Agreement,
to commence the construction of a new and modern telephone
system in and around Richardton and Taylor. Said systen
will, upon completion, provide seven-digit numbered dialing
which will be compatible with the Direct Distance Dialing
System upon its introduction, by the Bell system, to this
part of the state. The number of toll circuits will be
increased; the outside plant will be mostly new with part
of it buried and part aerialj; the rural multiparty lines
will have full selective ringing (no party will hear any
other ring than his own); a new combined central office
switchboard (rather than two as now exists) and all new
telephones will be installed. Service will be offered on

a complete area coverag basis with all parties desiring
service within the area receiving it. The Applicant will
retain portions of the existing system which can be used in
the new system and will salvage what they can of the re-
mainder. The over-all effect of this proposal will apparent-
1y result in an increase in the ngmber of telephones and

in the area available for toll free calling by the sub-~
scribers of the two communities, as well as a general
improvement in the quality and convenience of their service.
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(7) The Applicant proposes to construct and operate its
telephone system in a specific area in Stark and Dunn
counties as outlined on a map which is part of the
Applicant's Exhibit No. 6 and which map is entitled
ACD Key Map. There are areas therein where telephone
service is presently non-existant and other areas where-
in switcher companies provide service. The Applicant
proposes that the switcher companies may continue to
serve in their present territories if they so desire.
However, the Applicant is willing to provide service
to areas presently served by switchers when, and if,
said switchers abandon, or otherwise dispose of, their
systems.

(8) Applicant's Exhibits No., 4 and 5 are abandonment agree-
ments of two switcher companies, the Knife River Tele-
phone Company with 7 subscripers and the Kuhn Telephone
Company with 31 subscribers. The agreements were signed
by subscribers of the two companies and the ngmber of
signers found on each was, respectively, 7 and 26, There
was a question raised during the course of the hearing
regarding the matter of whether the Kuhn Telephone
Company could abandon its line because of a doubt as to
whether or not the company had taken the necessary legal
steps to bring about the dissolution of the company.
This matter is one which must be resolved by the members
of the Kuhn Telephone Company.

(9) The Applicant's proposed rate schedule will effect a sub-
stantial increase to exjs.ting subscribers of the Richardton
and Taylor communities, however, the quality of service will
be correspondingly improved, as pointed out in previous find-
ings. The schedule is the same as presently approved, and
as found fair and reasonable, for application by the Appli-
cant in its other exchanges of comparable size.

(10) There were no objections to the basic plan as proposed by
the Applicant. However, there were several statements
made regarding the relatively high level of the proposed
rates, and other statements which were concerned with side
issues not relevant to the issues of the proceeding.

From the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Commission makes the following:

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

(1) The borrowing of additional loan funds, as discussed in the Findings
of Fact, is in the public interest.

(2) The sale and purchase of the telephone properties, as discussed in
the Findings of Fact, is in the public interest.

(3) The construction and operation of the telephone system, as proposed
in the Findings, is in the public interest.

(4) The rates proposed for telephone service, after completion of the

proposed system, are not excessive or unreasonable.
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ORDER

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the Richardton Taylor Telephone Company
and the Consolidated Telephone Cooperative be and hereby are authorized to sell
and buy certain telephone properties as designated in Applicant's Exhibit No. 2
and under the terms and conditions provided in said exhibit.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Consolidated Telephone Cooperative be and
hereby is:

(1) Authorized to borrow additional loan funds from the United States of
America in the amount of $549,000 and under the terms and conditions as specified
in Applicant's Exhibit No, 3 of this proceeding.

(2) Granted a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity to construct and
operate a telephone system in the area indicated on the map entitled ACD Key
Map as found in Applicant's Exhibit No. 6, but excluding all areas therein
served by existing unacquired or unabandoned telephone companies.

(3) Authorized, upon completion of the proposed dial telephone system

to apply the following schedule of rates in the combined Richardton.Taylor

exchange:
LOCAL,_EXCHANGE MONTHLY RATES
BUSINESS RESIDENCE

1-Party 10.50 7.00
2-Party 9.25 6.25
L-party - 5.50
Rural Multi-party 9.25 7425
Extensions 1.50 1.10

Service Station Switching Fee - $3.50

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, upon completion of the proposed system, and
~at the time, or prior to the time, of actual application of the above rate
schedule, the Applicant shall file with this Commission new local exchange
tariffs reflecting the rates authorized herein.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, in the event that, and af such time as, other
of the existing switching companies agree to abandon their telephone systems
and request the Applicant to provide service, the Applicant shall file copies

of such agreements with the Public Service Commission,
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Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 3 day of May, 1963.
BY THE COMMISSION:

RICHARD J. THOMPSON
President

BRUCE HAGEN

Commissioner

BEN_J. WOLF

Commissioner

(SEAL)

ATTEST:

7t 2 :;] K
; {. 7
.g-\éx/b&"— L*;/./»;ﬂ;z/

Secretary

wBUY NORTH DAKOTA PRODUCTS®



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

TEEEEEEE

In the Matter of the Application of Consoli-
dated Telephone Co-operative, a corporation,
of Dickinson, North Dakota, for authority:
(1) To borrow additional amounts totaling
$210,000,00 from the United States of
America, and execute Notes therefore, (2)
for a Certificate of Public Convenience

and Necessity to serve the South Heart
community and area, and (3) To establish

a schedule of rates for the proposed

South Heart Exchange.

CASE NO, 6143

FINDINGS OF FACT,
CONCLUSIONS AND ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On July 26, 1961, the Consolidated Telephone Co-operafive, of Dickinson,
North Dakota, filed an application with this Commission requesting authority:
(1) To borrow additional money from the United States of America in the amount
of $210,000.00; (2) To construct and operate a telephone system in the South
Heart, North Dakota, area; and (3) to establish a schedule of rates for the
proposed South Heart Exchange.

The Application was set for public hearing at South Heart, North Dakota,
on September 8, 1961; all interested parties were notified of said hearing in
the manner provided by law; the hearing was duly held before Commissioner
Martin Vaaler; and the following appearances were entered:

NORBERT J. MUGGLI, Dickinson, North Dakota, appearing as Attorney for the
Applicant.

WALLACE OWEN, Bismarck, North Dakota, appearing as Chief Engineer for the
North Dakota Public Service Commission,

FINDINGS OF FACT

Upon consideration of the testimony and other evidence of the record in
this proceeding the Commission finds that:

(1) The Applicant, Bonsolidated Telephone Cooperative, is a
non-profit membership corporation organized and existing
under the laws of the State of North Dakota.

(2) The Applicant proposes to borrow from the United States
of .merica through the Rural Slectrification Administration
the sum of $237,000,00, ‘
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(3) Said sum would be evidenced by two mortgage notes in the
amounts of $170,000.00 and $67,000,00, Both notes pro-
vide that interest will be paid at the rate of two (2)
percent per annum and that said notes be payable in in-
stallations over a period of 35 years from the particular
date of each note, The note in the amount of $170,000.00
shall have an initial 3 year period of deferment of in-
terest and principle payments. The note in the amount of
$67,000,00 shall have an initial 3 year period of defer-
ment of principle payments, but no deferment of interest
payments.

(4) The Applicant is requesting Commission approval of only
$210,000,00 of the total amount of the two notes because
$27,000,00 of the total amount was previously authorized
by this Commission in Case No. 6092.

(5) The Applicant proposes to use these additional loan funds
for construction of a telephone system in South Heart and
surrounding rural area with extended area service into
Dickinson, North Dakota.

(6) The officers, owners and/or subscribers of the South Heart
Telephone Company have indicated to the Applicant by
petition their desire to abandon and dismantle their tele-
phone facilities and have requested that their service area
be included in the Applicant's proposed service area.

(7) There are many parties in the proposed service area who
presently lack telephone service and who wish to obtain
good telephone service.

(8) The Applicant proposes an initial schedule of rates for
the South Heart exchange which is predicated on the pro-
vision of Extended Area Service to Dickinson. This will
give the subscribers of the South Heart Exchange access
to more than 3100 telephones.

(9) The proposed rates on a pro forma basis will produce a
negative rate of return to the company on their investment
in the South Heart exchange. However, they feel that this
will be offset by an anticipated increase in the number of
telephones served and becaude some expenses now existing
and prorated to the expenses of the South Heart exchange
will not be incurred because of the addition of said ex-
change.

(10) There was one protest voiced against the levels of the
proposed rates.

CONCLUSIONS
Upon consideration of the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Commission con-

cludes that:

(1) The Applicant requires additional funds to finance con-
struction of the telephone facilities herein described,
and that said funds are available, on reasonable terms
and conditions from the United States of America.

(2) Present and future public convenience and necessity re-
quire the construction and operation of said telephone
facilities,
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(3) The proposed rates for providing of modern dial tele-
phone service with Extended Area Service from South
Heart to Dickinson are fair and reasonable.

ORDER
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the Consolidated Telephone Cooperative,
of Dickinson, North Dakota, be and hereby is:

(1) Authorized to borrow from the United States of America,
through the Rural Dlectrification Administration, the
sum of $210,000,00 upon the terms and conditions as set
forth herein,

(2) 1Issued a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity
authorizing the Applicant to construct and operate tele-
phone facilities in parts of Stark and Billings Counties
as specifically indicated by the boundary lines on the
map entitled Exhibit A in this proceeding, but excluding
such territories or areas therein served by existing un-
abandoned or unacquired telephone companies or systems.

(3) Authorized to apply a schedule of rates in the South Heart
exchange as follows:

Business Residence
One party $11.50 $7.75
Two party 10.25 7.00
Four party 6.25
Rural multi-party 10.00 8.00
Extensions 1.60 1.25

Pay stations - 40¢ daily guarantee, 10¢ each - locél calls,

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Consolidated Telephone Cooperative shall,
upon application of rates herein authorized file, with this Commission, telephone
tariffs reflecting said rates.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 20th day of September, 1961.

BY THE COMMISSION:

MARTIN VAALER
President

E. BRUCE HAGEN

(SEAL) Commissioner
ATTEST: RICHARD J. THOMPSON
Comuissioner
Lo .
Secretary

"Buy NORTH DAKOTA Products"
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In the Matter of the Application of )
Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation, )
of Killdeer, North Dakota: (1) For a )
certificate of public convenience and ) "CASE_NO. 5605
necessity to construct and operate )
telephone facilities; and, (2) For auth- )
ority to make a long term loan from the )
Rural Electrification Administration. )

FINDINGS OF FACT,
CONCLUSIONS AND ORDER

By the Commission:

On July 3, 1957, Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation of Killdeer, North
Dakota filed an application with this Commission requesting authority to con-
struct and operate telephone facilities in the State of North Dakota. Applicant
amended its application at the tiﬁe.of hearing to include a request for authority
to make a long term loan from the Rural Electrification Administration,

The application was set for public hearing at Killdeer, North Dakota on
August 27, 1957; all interested parties were notified of said hearing in the
manner provided by law; the hearing was duly held before Commissioner Martin
Vaaler, and the following appearances ﬁere entereds

NORBERT J. MUGGL;. Dickinson, North Dakota appearing as Attorney for
Applicant., | |

CLARENCE E. BRYANT, Bismarck, North Dakota appearing as Chief Engineer for

the Public Service Commission.

FINDINGS OF FACT

Upon consideration of the testimony and other evidence of record in this
proceeding, the Commission finds that:

(1) Applicant, Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation,
is a non-profit membership corporation organized and
existing under the laws of the State of North Dakota.
Applicant does not now operate any telephone facilities
in North Dakota, but previously was authorized by this
Commission, in Case No., 5489, to purchase existing
property, or construct new telephone exchanges, at
Grassy Butte, Halliday, Dodge, Dunn Center and Manning,
North Dakota, and rural telephone facilities in the
vicinity of Killdeer, North Dakota, Applicant estimated
that, after a 5-year development period, it would serve
approximately 1,032 subscribers in said areas.
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Applicant proposes herein-to construct and operate
telephone facilities in certain areas in Billings
and McKenzie Counties, North Dakota which are adj-
acent to territory which Applicant was authorized

-to serve in Case No. 5489. The proposed new service

areas are shown outlined in green on sheet 1 of the
"ACD" maps, included as'part of Exhibit No, 4 in
this proceeding, Applicant estimates that it will
serve 18 additional subscribers in said areas, and
that the cost of construction of the proposed fac-
ilities will be $15,250.

Applicant also proposes herein to furnish telephone
service in a part of the territory in Dunn County
North Dakota now served by the Fayette Telephone
Company, a rural telephone system which is switched
at Killdeer, North Dakota by Northwestern Bell Tel-
ephone Company. The Fayette Telephone Company now
serves 15 rural subscribers, but has entered into an
agreement with Applicant (Exhibit No. 3) whereby
Applicant will serve 8 of said subscribers, The area
which Fayette telephone Company will continue to serve
is shown crosshatched in red on sheet 2 of the "ACD"
maps included as part of Exhibit No. 4 in this proceed- .
ing,

The proposed telephone facilities will not duplicate or
interfere with the service or system of any other tele-
phone company. Applicant has employed engineers exper-
ienced in the field of telephony to furnish plans and
specifications for the proposed facilities and to super-
vise the construction thereof.

Applicant further proposes herein to borrow from the
United States of America, acting through the Rural
Electrification Administration, -the sum of $80,000 for
the purpose of financing construction of the telephone
facilities herein described, and of previously approved
facilities, The increased cost of previously approved
facilities is due to changes.in outside plant design
necessitated by recent subscriber development. The
proposed loan will. be advanced to Applicant from time

to time as required. The loan will be evidenced by notes
bearing interest at the rate. of two (2) percent per annum
and payable within 35 years from the date thereof. The
notes will be secured by a mortgage on all assets of
Applicant now owned or hereafter acquired. Interest on
the notes will accrue for a period of three (3) years
before quarterly payments calculated to repay the notes,
with interest, become due and payable.

Applicant will apply its appropriate group rates, pre-

viously approved by this Commission, for the furnishing
of dial telephone service in the areas involved herein,

CONCLUSIONS

Upon consideration of the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Commission concludes:

(1) That present and future'public convenience and necessity requirs construction

(3

and operation of the proposed telephone facilities; and, (2) That Applicant requires

funds, to finance construction of the telephone facilities herein described, and

that such funds are available on reasonable terms and conditions from the Rural

Electrification Administration.

D
)
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ORDER

Now, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that Dunn Telephone Mutual Aig Corporation, of
Killdeer, North Dakota be and hereby is:

to construct ang operate telephone facilities in the parts
of Billings and McKenzie Counties, North Dakota shown out-
lined in green on sheet 1 of the wacp® maps included as
part of Exhibit No, 4 in this proceeding,

(2) Authorized to furnish telephone service in territory now
served by Fayette Telephone Company, exclusive of the
area shown crosshatched in red on sheet 2 of the "AgD™
maps included as part of Exhibit No, 4 in this Proceeding.

(3) Authorized to borrow from the United States of America,
acting through the Rural Electrification Administration,
the sum of $80, 000, upon the terms ang conditions and for
the purposes set forth herein,

(4) Authorized to mortgage to the United States of America

all property now owned or hereafter acquired by it in

this proceeding, to secure Payment of the principal of,

and interest on, the above described loan and the loan

Previously approved by this Commission in Case No. 5490,
Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 23rd day of September, 1957,

BY THE COMMISSION:

ERNEST D. NELSON

President
(SEAL)
ANSON J. ANDERSON
Commissioner
ATTEST: MARTIN VAALER
(fiéz\ o Commissioner
Secretary

"Buy DAKOTA MAID Flourt
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In the Matter of the Joint )

Application of the Dunn Tele- )

phone Mutual Aid Corporation, )

and “the Bowman-Slope Rural )

Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation ) . CASE NO. 6058
for an order authorizing the conw ) -

solidation of these two corporations )

into one corporation to be known as )

the "Consolidated Telephone Cooperative." )

ORDER AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING CONSOLIDATION

BY THE COMMISSION:

On the 21st day of December, 1960, the Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corp-
oration, a corporation of Killdeer, North Dakota, and the Bowman-Slope Tele-
phone Mutual Aid Corporation, a corporation of Bowman, North Dakota, filed a
Joint application requesting authority to consolidate into one corporation to
be known as the "Consolidated Telephone Cooperative",

IT APPEARING that the two applicants are duly organized and existing
corporations organized under and by virtue of the laws of the State of North
Dakota; both have franchises and are serving telephone patrons in an area
generally covering the Southwestern portion of North Dakota; and both are
financed through the Rural Electrification Edministration of the United States
of America; and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that a consolidation plan was prepared and submitted
to the memberships of both of these corporations at their annual meetings called
for that purpose and that the members of the Dunn Telephone Mutual Aid Corp-
oration at such annual meeting on the 15th day of .October, 1960, voted to con-
veolidat;e according to said plan at which meeting 166 members voted in favor of
such plan and 36 members voted against the same; that the Bowman-Slope Rural
Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation at an annual meeting of its members called for
that purpose on the 20th day of October, 1960, also voted in favor of such eon-
solidation plan by-a vote of 128 members voting in favor of the same and 3%
members voting against; and _

IT FURTHER APPEARING that by such consolidation the two corporations will
become one corporation thereby reducing the costs of operation and management

of such corporation and thereby rendering a savings to all of the parties using
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the telephone services furnished by said applicants herein, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the above two applicants have fulfilled the
requirements of the law relative to such consolidation and that upon the com-
pletion of such consolidation all of the rights and all of the property of
each of the individhal aﬁplicants shall be by operation of law vested in the
new association with no reversion or impairment thereof caused by such consol-
idation and that no right of any creditor will be impaired by such consolidatiqn
without such creditors consent; and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the consolidation of the above two corporations
is consistent with the public interest,

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the application of the above two corp-
orations for authority to consolidate be and hereby is authorized and approved
in all respects; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that upon return of all previously issued certificates
of convenience and necessity by both consolidating companies a new certificate
will be issued to the consolidated company.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota this 30th day of December, 1960.

BY THE COMMISSION:

ANSON J. ANDERSON
President

MARTIN VAALER
Commissioner

ERNEST D. NELSON
(SEAL) " Commissioner

ATTEST: :

oo Obone

Secretary

"Buy DAKOTA MAID Flour"
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