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SUBMIT DUPLICATE ORIGINALS	 LF  1 U U U 5 q

Application For

AMENDED CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE
State of North Dakota, Bismarck, N.D.

Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 10-22 of the North Dakota Business Corporation Act, the
undersigned corporation hereby applies for an Amended Certificate of Authority to transact business in
your State, and for that purpose submits the following statements:

1
	

A Certificate of Authority was issued to the corporation by your office on April 19

19 ..j., authorizing it to transact business in your State under the name of Norman County

Telephone Co., Incorporated

2.	 The corporate name of the corporation has been changed to Loretel Systems, Inc.
(If name has not been chanted, Insert words "No Change")

3. The corporate name of this corporation is the same as, or deceptively similar to the name of a domes.
tic corporation, or a domestic limited partnership existing under the laws of North Dakota, or of a
foreign corporation or foreign limited partnership authorized to transact business in North Dakota, or
a name the exclusive right to which is reserved, or a fictitious name or trade name registered in North
Dakota. Therefore, attached to this application for certificate of authority is one of the following:
(Check one.)

N/A	 A resolution of the board of directors adopting a trade name for use in transacting business in
this state, together with an application and all requirements to register such trade name.

The trade name adopted is

N/A

	

	 Written consent of the corporation or other holder of a reserved or registered name, together
with a filing fee of $10.

N/A

	

	 A certified copy of a final decree of a court of competent jurisdiction establishing the prior
right of this corporation to the use of the name in North Dakota.

4. The name of this corporation does not contain the word "corporation", "company", "incorporated",
or "limited", or an abbreviation of one of these words. The name of the corporation with one of these
words or abbreviations it elects to add for use in North Dakota is 	 N/A

(over)



5. It desires to pursue in the transaction of business in your State other or additional purposes than
set forth in its prior application for a Certificate of Authority, as follows: 	 No Change

(If purposes not changed, Insert words "No Change")

6. This application is accompanied by a certified statement of amendment duly authenticated by the
proper officer of the state or country where the corporation is incorporated.

We the undersigned have read the foregoing application, know the contents thereof, and verily believe the
statements made therein to he true.

Dated:	 q - By A-f -
(President	 ice President)

g eth P. E	 s nn

qAnd	 )
(Secretary or Assisiat Secretary)

Joan V. Rasmusson

Certificate No.

Filed:	 April 22, 19949

Receipt	 iled

Secretary of State

By
Deputy
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SEARCH OF RECORDS REPORT

April 27, 1990

NORMAN COUNTY TELEPHONE CO., INCORPORATED
13 E 4TH AVE
ADA, MN 56510

The following is the base data on file in the Office of the
Secretary of State on NORMAN COUNTY TELEPHONE CO., INCORPORATED

Entity Type: FOREIGN BUSINESS CORPORATION

State of Organization: MN

Current Status: Active

Status Date: 04/19/76

Last Annual Report Filed: 09/26/89

Last Annual Report Year: 89

Registered Agent:	 C T CORPORATION SYSTEM

Address: 314 E THAYER AVE.
P0 BOX 400
BISMARCK, ND
58502

Class:	 Number of Shares:	 Par:

For Reference: Jan Burgad	 (701) 224-4289
Clerk	 Phone
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MOSS & BARNETT
, :	 APR	 699O

VERNE W. M S	 RORERT J. LUKES
HERMAN J.	 J. MICHAEL HIRSCH
PATRICK F.AHERTY	 - EDWARD J . BLOMME
JAMES H. H NESSY	 MARGO S. STRUTHERS
WAYNE A. V NDER VDRT 	 ANI0,I9EWHALL
DONALD E. I IIESE	 -WAI44E hASIBRN
HOWARD S. OX	 t'L 1EIEIN'
PAUL AN V LKENBURG	 -
STANLEV R. TASEL	 ftJ BE6ON..
MICHAEL L.	 RRI4G
W. SCOTT HERZOG	 THOMAS J . SHROYEB
WAYNE A. HERGOTF	 THOMAS C. CLJTSHALL
JAMES F. O'BRIEN	 DALE M. WAGNER
JOHN F. STONE	 BARBARA G. STUART
PAUL U. NEIMANN	 DAVID P. JENDRZEJEK
EDWARD L. WIVER	 DANIEL J . GOLDBERG
ADRIAN E. MEREST 	 CURTIS D. SMITH
WILLIAM A. HAUG	 PETER J . TIMMONS
CHARLES A. PARSONS, JR. 	 DAVE F. SENGER
PHILIP A. PFAFFLY 	 JONATHAN J . OVIATT
MARK P. KOVALCHUE	 BRUCE E. MARTIN
RICHARD J . JOHNSON	 GREGORY D. PETERSON

TELEPHONE (612) 347-0300

TELECOPIER (612) 339-6686

April 10, 1990

WRITER'S DIRECT DIAL NUMBER

(612) 347-0366

L. GLENN PASSETE
I 1907- 1975
ABBOTT L. FLETCHER
I IBB9- 19761
PRANK J . WARNER
1191419761
ROBERT W. BARNE'CT
(1921-1983)
HORACE VAN VALKENRURG
(1901-1987)

A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION

4800 NORWEST CENTER	 LOUIS). SPELTZ
MITCHELL H. COX

90 SOUTH SEVENTH STREET	 MICHAEL J . BRADLEY
RICHARD J. KELBER

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55402-4119 	 REESE E. CHEZICK
JEANNE K. STRETCH
PETER A. KOLLEB
LAURA J . MCKNIGHT
DANIEL B. SUNDRLL
MARY R. LANGAN
MAUREEN A. SCOTT
JOSEPH R. KLEIN
SUSAN C. RHODE
THOMAS M. HUGHES
M. CECILIA RAY
JENNIFER A. BROOKS
ANN M. PETERSON
DAVID M. HENRY
MABLA B. RAKERD
NANCY M. KISKIS
PAUL T. EIDSNRSS
SONJA TROM EAYRR

Ms. Illona A. Jeffcoat-Sacco
Commerce Counsel
NORTH DAKOTA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
State Capitol
Bismarck, ND 56505

Re: Norman County Telephone Company

Dear Ms. Jeffcoat-Sacco:

Your letter of April 3, 1990 has been forwarded to me. The letter of
March 8, 1990 was lost in transit between the offices of Norman County Telephone
Company and our office. Accordingly, I spoke last week with Mr. Pat Fahn of
your office concerning the requirements. He indicated to me that you needed a
certified copy of the Articles of Incorporation, which I enclose. However, he
indicated that we did not need a Certificate of Goodstanding and, accordingly, I
did not obtain that document. Your letter seems to indicate that we need either
a Certificate of Incorporation or a Certificate of Goodstanding. If that is the
case, please let me know and I will order that document as well. With regard to
the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity, the Certificate was
enclosed in the mailing that was lost by the postal service, and our client did
not retain a copy. My information from Mr. Fahn was that you could obtain a
copy of this document through your offices if we were able to provide a case
number. Accordingly, I enclose a copy of the Order Granting Application, which
our client was able to locate, and which will hopefully assist you in finding
the documents you need.

If anything further is required, please let me know.

Very truly yours,

MOSS & BARNETT, P.A.

rs.) Kathleen A. Cole
Legal Assistant

KAC/jkg
Enclosures
cc: Mr. Pat Fahn

Mr. Kenneth P. Ellef son
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CKRTTPXCA?E OF I9060OA77Ot

OF

NORMAN oouirrr TELEPHONE 00., IXOORPoA?!D

We, the undersigned, citifeni of the State of tnnesota do hereby ..$SoQi(to4 ourselves together for the purpose of f or ming a oorporatioii u?,tier and $iriuirt to
the provisions of Chapter 58, rioneral Statute. of Iinnecta, 1923, and any wsend.
mnts thereof, and do hereby adopt the following Certificate of Inoorporabjofli

ARTICLE 1.

-	 The name of this corporation shall be NORVAX C0UWP' TELEPHONE CO., IJ'ORPO!
TED.

The general nktire of Its business shall be to ecqnire, purchase, lease,
deal in, sell, own, direct, maintain and operate any public iutility or utilitiAs
including property for telephone communication; the maxiutaothwe and distribution
of artificial gem, natural gas, water, and he . t; and to ep.rite any and ill other
kind, and classes of publie utilities, including. all kinds of service r equired
of whatsoever natir, that may now exist or be developed for the rendert,g of a
service of delivering of cQmmoditis for p'ihl to consumption; to carry .1' bus
ness that is usal or Incidental to or ma y be conveniently carried on ifl oonn.o-
tion with cry of the said objects or purposes, including the l manufaotur and mar
chendising of any and ill kinds of appliances used in an' of'said bslnss: and
to r'1an'fae.turr arid distribu te all materials, products or serv4ces ther 	 y be in-cidental to or a by-product of any of said purposes or objects.

(2) To buy, sell, lean, mortga ge, acquire by prcha94 or otherw$.e, andto own, control and operate any ant all kinds of re alaol personal proprty, in-ci udl .-g lacho]ds an%other ri ghts and interest, in lands • nd to maintain, de-velcp and npornte tb' sale,

(3) To acquire b'-i pirchae, a'2h5"rirtion, 6- ntract or otherwise,l and to
hold, sell, exeharre, rnortgave, pindpe or otherwis df,onse f, or t'irnto aocourtior realize upon, an' r..rerally t-al in anti w'th, all f-rms oil securities, incl'sdmi', bit not b y way of li-lta'i-so, ahare,, stool's, bonds, debentures, note., icr
oorter.,, -vid'--ic, 'f' Indebtedri-ic, "oero',l paper, certtflcete, or indebtedness 41 " 	 of lritere,t issued or created in any and all partS of the• world by i'orporitlns, a olttOna, partnerships, fir-9, trustees, syndicat e s,1iv1d3#a, oovern'rinrt,, tatea, munlrlpalitlms and Other ptiuitical eni govern-rental division, end subdivisions,

(4) To acqtire all or any part of t h e rood will, ri ghts, property and' bu.-near of any person, frm, association or corporation heretofore or here$fter' en-ipared in any business similar t° any business which the corii'ation has the powe4to con-loot, and to'hnlri utillzm, enjoy and In any mannor dispose of, the whole- or any part i-if the rights, property arvl hisineas so acquired, onri to asume inconnection therewith any llahllIir- of an y oih pers o
n, fin, asloi'lat$on or'orpr'r-etion.

(5) Ti Isso. all honda, deb,rt. i -i a-ti -hi p a'l -ins	 f lbs ci'r p *'nt j on atan y I Ie for any of te i- it,lent .i or iilrposes of the rorporatl *1, an-I to Secure thq0- -ocrrtgape, p1lge, deed of tr',t or otberwl q e,	 -

AUTJTF Ill.

The prin-Ipal place o f business of this wpnration shall he 1nh. 'Itty
If "innealolls, County of 0ennepin sn-I State of Wlnnesoi-,i ,	 -

ARTT-T-E IV.
The time for l'in cox nce-ent of tis corporatIn shcfl be the 26th day oFebruary, 1931, and It shall continue for e period of thirty years from said d 

ARTI(IIR V.

The rare, and place, of reaIde'ce of'th lnOorporatoi,
 era as f^Yinreset4.

lows2F1orlr L. cet4, Fred W. Putnam and Mabel if. Watch  al of Mnneapo3is

ARTICLE VI.

Tha -'.nsge-nt of tha eorpration	 .shall be vested in. board o d1rectorconsisting of' nut Jse than three nor more , than eleven, and he number 1of direc-tors -ray b deterirtr.eil from time t o time by resolution of the stockhol ders atany stockholders meeting.

The names and addresses of the first board of directors are as follows.Florin L. Witch, Fred W. Putnam and Mabel R. ietoh, allot Nineapolts,tMjnnesota

The first offi'ers of the corporation shall consist of a Presid4nt. Vice..esident, Wec re t a rl aiil "ressurer.	 Any two offices, except those ot Presidnand Vice- Presid ent, may be held by the sa-e peruon.

The stockholders may create such addi t ional officers, includtrç(sddttionaVice-Prealdent	 as theymay deem advantageous to the eorporatt.

Until the election en d qualification of their suceessor, the toiowt.*iS.ail be the offloers of the corporatjcs

4
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President - Florin t. Wött,

Vice-President - Mabel H. Wutch,

Secretary - Fred W. Putnafl, and 	 -

Treasurer - Plorin L. 'Notch.

The boerd of directors shall-be elected by the stockholders of the corpora
tionet the •nnu.l meeting, which shall be hdon the fourth Monday of January,	 f\
at ten o'clock in the forenoon th.r.f - in each year. The offiors of the oorpor -
tio shRil be elected by the board tt hrootor. each year at a mo4ttn to be held
i 	 after the annual meeting of the corporation.

ARTIMA VII.

ThO s.moint of the capital stock of this corporation shell be 8,000 shares.
of the said (ares 2,000 shall be Class "A Cos.,on Stock which shall hay - a par
value of	 00 per share, and 2,000 shall be Class	 tommOfl Stock, which shall
be W1 110, per value and 4,000 shares shall be Preferred Stock, which shall have
a par V7r1ue of $25.06 per share,.

(A) The h older, of Preferred Stock s ya1l be 'entitled to receive;' when and
,no declared, from then s'irplis or net profits or the corporation, yearly dividends
at the rat, of 6( per annum and no more, payable on dates to be fixed by the by-
laws.

(II) Divilends on the preferred stock shall be cumulative and shall be pay-1 : ,ble before arv dividends on the corimofl stock shall be payable or net apart, so
that if in any year dividends amounting to 6J4 shall not have been paid thereon,
the deficiency shall he pa y able before any dividends shall be paid upon or set
apart for thc	 rion Stool'.

()	 -nver all sic ''ilate'l ' vidend, on the irCfCrr,d stock for all pre-
vin vear e q il -a'.'' t-e'-r l a elar . 'i n ­1 shall have become pa y able, and the ac_
cr2.d in,t(r".nt q I' 'r he cirrent year shall have been declared, and the Company
ahal I have - R Id uh soiimul ate	 vdemds for previous years and such accrued in

,-r chall have Set *ide from Its surplus or net profits a sum suffici.
for the payment thereof, the board nt directors may declare dividends on common

•	 jto'k, poiyable then or thereafter out of any remaining surplus or net profits.

(D) In the event of any liquidation or dissolution or winding OP, whether
'"1 in-ary ar l-v-l'a-itary of ttt- r.orportlon, the preferred stock shall be en-
Itlel to h raid in full both Cie par amount of the shares and the unpaid dlvi-

lends	 cr'iei tbra'an, before any amount shall be paid to the holder, of the cow-
1 stock, and after the payment to the holders -of the preferred stock of its per

y	 vl']e end the 'inrci I a"cried dividends thereon, the remaining aramto and fhnde
asH he 'divided and paid to the holders of oosm,on stock accordlng, to the re'spec

ve sh5rs.	 4

(ii) Said preferr'-'d stock mci be p'ir"hssed, redeemed, cancelled or retired
on any loteret dat" on r after ne year from the issue thereof, at such time and
in such kanomr as the hoard of d i rectors isv determine, by paying tohe respecti
or reglsere'd holrlera af the stock co retired he sum of $26.25 per shere and so.
cimilutddlv1denda thereon.

(F) The holders "V said preferred at6ck shall not be entitled, by reason of
hair hldinrs t I,mrerf, to any vole 'r vote in the management of the, affatra of
''r "°rporatlon, except in the event that, if at any time at any annual meeting oft he -orporatton sail corp'rstiin shall he in default in the payment of dividends
lIe or acoroed on preterrel st o ck for two previous yearly periods, the holder of
rteferrei sto,'k at that time outstsndtn i, shall b entitled, as a class of stock
of this corporation, to elect by ballot a majority of the board of director, of
the corporation, hit a minority of the board or directors shall be e j ected by the
common stockholders.

(o) The holders of Clae "A' Common Stock 'hall be enti t
led to receive, wtieJ

as declared, from the surplus or net profits of the corporation yearly dlvi.
'dends at the rate of 6 payable on the date, to be fixed by the by-laws. Piwiden
on Class "A" Common Stock shall be cumulative and shall be paable before 

any .don,

lends on Class 'B" Common Stock shall be payable or set apart, so that if in any..
year dividends amounting to 6( shall not have been paid thereon, the d.ticienoy
shall be payable before any dividend, shall be paid Upon or set apart for Class
Common Stock. In the event of any liquidation or dissolution or winding up,
whetter voluntary or involuntary, Of the corporation, the Class "A Coiison Stock
shell be entitled to be paid in full, both the pr amount of the shares and the
'unpaid dividends accrued thereon, before my amount shall be paid to the boldpns
of 'lass 'B" Common Stock 1 aid after the payia.nt to the holdrs of Preferred Stook

^ o f lt q par value and the unpaid accrued dtvl,d,nds thereon and payment of Class
"A" Common Stock of its par value and the unpaid accrued hvld.nds thareon,thi

uiremaining asset, and fds sh all be divided	 holderspaid to the bold.e of Class "B5
Common Stock, accordin g to the respective shares.

(!fl' Said Class "A" Stock may be purchased, red.eaet? cancelled or retired
ton any interest date on or attic one year fromthe i..u• tfis.Of. at such Vtiend In such manner as the Board Directors may determine by raying to the teepeetIve or registered owner the sum of $96.25 per share anti scouno*1.t.d dividends

AiL

therenn.	 ,
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•	 ' (I) At Och end Ivory meeting of the stockholder. the owniri of Class !A'
Co mmon Stock and Class 5"	 ssoOn Stock shall be •nit1. to o ,ote for siab
share of common stock owned by the.,.

(J) The stock shall be Issued in such •mount.nd shall be paid for in mon.
or property, or both, in such manner and at such time as the Board of Directors
shall proscribe. Without action by or consent of the stockholders the boa?d of

'directors me', issue the common stock without par value, or any par thereof, from
time to time, for a',ch consideration as maybe fixed from time to time ,fai'--ea.

by said board, 9?rrtl any and 511
sheres so is.ued when the consideration fixed by the board of director. 'has been
fully paid or delivered, shall be fully paid arid not liable to further call o
sase3ment thereon.

(K) Transfers of common stock and preferred stock shall be made only by
transfer on. the booic q of the corporation.

ARTICI.E VIII.

The highest amount of indebt'dness or ilnhiltty te5 which this corporation
shall at any time be ub1C shall be the sum of •l,flri3Oon.00

IN WIT'1ES3 W1I1EOF', We hq, hertinto set our hands and seals this 2rd day
of February, 1931.

In Presence of

Helen	 'r'	 mint-tn, L. Watch	 (SEAL)

Petthew T. Levitt	 W*hel H. Match	 (SEAL)

mred W. Putnam	 (SEAL)

nTATF OF VT''" ". )

OF

On this ',ilrl na-i 1 February, 131, before me, a Notary Public within and
for said Coint, pers 'nil I appearel FLORIN L. WFT'', "AbEl H. WFTCII, 'and FRED W.
P'JTNAM to cc w-t1 '-own to tu. *-ho aD-ne pe r9--'a described In and who executed the
foregoing Certlflnatc f Tn'-rpnr*tin, a-i severally ac''w1edge1 that they exe-
c ,t, j the sa-' a	 tu-i	 frc act ,il deed for the uses aol r'lrposes therein ox-
pressed.	 a

g YrARIAL E;r. )	 ',atthew J. Levitt, Notar-, Public
'ernee p in C 'nty, Minn.
'n', 'om'n'aeion •xpires Oct. 7, 1936

Filci fr r'-'n r I- y ', 'ff'e 'rn the 24th lay of February A.D., 1931, at
12 o'clo'nk.

IV.K i !O L, Secretary of 'ts-te

AYi?:Clp l OF' i'CflRP°RATION
OF THE

	

KHLLOG	 T.I'IG C'Y"AP'f.

For the purpose of orgenicing a corporation under and pursuant to th p jaws
of the State of Ylnneiota, w'-, - hm ,n1'r,Ipel, do hereby subscribe an-I aclonowledle
the following Articicn Of Incorporation.

A'rrlCL g I.

The na-r, f this corporsion shell he Ke1lor Rolling Company.

-	 ARTICLE II.

The general nstlr- of the business of this corporation shall be to carry on
a general real estate and investment business, and to engage either on its own
behalf or on behalf of other persons or corporations in buying, selling, tsnpro,
ing, renting, leasing, managing, an-' otherwise dealing in any and all kinds of
property, both real and pe's"nal. The corporation shall have power to acquire,
own, sell 1 or otherwise deal in farm lends and real estate of every desoriptionn
and in stocks, bonds, mortgagee, securities, notes, commercial paper of corpora-
tions and Individuals, commercial accounts, and other chosee in action. The cor-
poration shall also ha y' power to buy an-I sell and to own, lease, and deal Ingra n
elevators and warehousesj and to operate grain elevators and warehouse, for Its
own account or for the account of others.

Afi?ICZ It.

The princpsl pisoe of transacting the business of this corporation shall
he in the city of Vliineapolii, County of Hennepin, State of WInn.aots.

AR?TZE IV.	 •

The time to,4 oosr,encement of this ..,.rettoe shall be the ninth day of lea
l951, and the period of duration thereof shall as thirty (30) years rros atd 64,1

'I	

/
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NORM N COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY
IOC .tI. AND LONG I)IsTAN(:F; LINES

tht. Mi'...	 Fehr':nry 24, iPi

To the SECRTA'Y OF S-ATE

(Di" TT1 PTATF OF

I IX) HEREBY C!RTIPY That I am the Secretary of
NORMAN C0U1'11 TETEPHONE COMPANY (a corporation duly orjonized
1 ]ti re r an by virtue of the laws of the State of ?.inneiota, qnd
doing business with its principal office in the City of Ada,
Minnesota): and that the charter of siid corporati.rn expired
July 1st, 1930.

That at a meeting of the stockholders of said
corporation held on the 12th day of January, 1931, che following
resolution was adopted:

"RESOlVED: That the Board of Directors
are hereby instructed and directed to pro-
cure, at the expense of this corporation, the
organization of a new corporation under the
laws of the State of Minnesota, .;ith a name
as similar as possible to the present cor-
poratOn".

That the Board of Directors of said corporation, pur-
suant to the authority vested in them by the stocoldars,
orovided for the creation of a new corporation, and a(Opted
the foll r)-'in p rsoluLion:

"F'OL"!I: That this corporation does
hereby consent, and respectfully request,
that the Secretary of State of the State of
Minnesota will allow the officers of this
corporation to file Articles of Inco.poration
with the Secretar' of State in the name of
'Norman County Telephone Co., Incorporated1."

That purr.uflnt to said resolutions you are respect-
fully reqieote	 n file te enclosed Articles of incorporation
of 'Nor-ran	 unty Zelephone o.. Incorpora.ed.

(T 9D /
e tory.
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CT1?IC&1! OF £Ii11rr*zw?	 ,	 .
toftb.

AR?ICLE$ OF IJICORPOM?ION
Of

NQR&N COUNTY TZIRPHOWN CO., INCORPORATED

We, the upde'.igned, L. J. 0111, a. President and

H. M. 011ig, as Secretary., of the Norman County T.l.phon. Co.,

Incorporated, or ganjr.d under the ].s of th.tt*te of Yinne.ots,

do hireby certify that at a special meeting of,the atockholder'u

of said corporation called for the exp,xese.purpoao of amending

the Articles of Incorporation of said corporation, which said

meftino was held in the County 'Of Norman, State or Idirnalots,

on the 16th day of May, 149, 3:00 O'clock P. M.., at which said
4

meeting all the shares of tne capital stock of au-idaorporatlon,

	

-	 -
Issued, outstardInp and entitled to vote, were represented in

pMraon, a resolution was Oulydopted by a unanimous vot, of all

of saidstook as follows:	 .

"hES( I.VLD that Article V of the Articles of
1ncnrprrction of the Norman Looty Tel.phone Co., Inoorpor-
l ied, a corpQratlon under the laws of he tate of Vinne.ota,
be, and hereby is, srsend.d so fiat the.tlme for the
commencement of this corporatIn shill he the 15th day
f February, 131, and Its durat-on	 e perpetual."	 0

"REiCLVFD 'U1'TISI t ha t- the 1res Iden t and secretary
•	 of' this corporation be,, and tay hereby are, authorii,d

and directed to make, execute and aoknowjede a certificate
un"r th corporate seal of the corporetlDr., ewbrwc1rsg
this reeiljtlon, and te O l uSi . $uch certificate to be•	 5proc.too, fil, record	 end .ublished In the manner
re'uired Dy law.'

•	
:	 II.	 ITNE,	 'F. EOF, w e have hereunto subecried'oor, flames

Ind affixed te corporute seal of sa i
d .corrtjor on this 16t

day of May, 194l.	 -	 S

In the preserce of:	 c7(L4J.'
• 	 S	 - 	

4	 V	 / rr.aI.t
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Of MiNNFbS OTk

• COUNTY OF nNNIPI N )	 -
9	 .	 /•.	 I,

On this 16th day at lay, 949, b.for. ., a lotary

Publlà within and for said (.ounty, p.rs8nally app.ared L. J'. 0111

and H. I. oiit , to m jaraona11y known, who, b.Ing 
•aqb by .s

a	 r.apeOttVIlY th. President andduly sworn did say that they.
3.or.tlry of the-oOrpOrat1O named in the fore

,
oifl instrupint,

- and that said 'instrument was signed, and sealed ii'b.hs1t of
said 

corporation by authority of its Board of £ j rotorS and .id

L. J. 01119 and H. k. Oiiig aekrowledged .afd inatrW9iflt to be
the free set and deed of said oorporstiofl.
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CERTIFICATE OF AMENDMENT

01 ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION	 #

OF NORMAN COUNTY TELEPHONE CO., INCORPORATED	 I

JL, the undersigned, K. P. Ellefson and Donna F. Fischer,

r.:ctively the President and Assistant Secretary of Norman

•int:',' Telephone Co., Incorporated, a corporation subject to

:	 provisions of Chapter 301, Minnesota Statutes 1953, known

tho Mi.nntsotu Business Corporation Act, do hereby certify

L Lhi' shareholders of said corporation, effective on the

1;t: (lay 01. August, 1975, by unanimous action taken in writing

11)y all of the shareholders of the corporation, adopted

h resolution hereinafter set forth:

1U0LVFD, that. Article III of the Articles of
Lncorporat ion 01 Norman County Telephone Co.,
Incorporated shall be amended to now read as
Iu1lo.is

ARTICLE III

The location and post office address of
the registered office of this corporation shall
he 13 East Fourth Avenue, City of Ada, County of
Horman, State of Minnesota;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the President and Secretary or
AssisLant Secretary of che Lorporation be and they are
hereby authorized and directed to make, execute and
acknowledge a certificate under the corporate seal of
this corporation, embracing the foregoing resolution,
and to cause such certificate to be filed for record
in the rnnner required by law.

IN IT':ESS WHEREOF, we have subscribed our names and caus

the corporate seal of said corporation to be hereto affixed

this 20t1 day of	 Atiist	 , 1975.

In the Presence of:

((L Cl	 Ls (J
	

NOflMAN COUNTY TELEPHONE CO.,

(t./
By

. E11en,	 eat

(CORPORATE SEAL)

By )	 j7o
nna F. F.scher, Ass

Secretary
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STATE OF MINNESOTA

)	 :

COUNTY OF NORNAJ
	

)

	On this 20t1 day ol	 Atigtmt ____

Lc!
	197 , he Le Fe

ubme, a Notary Pi ic within dnd	 1[0 SJ 	 County, j)CFSOf101 .LY d1IleaLLd
K. P. Ellefson and I)onria . Fischer, 	 nc personally known
who, being each by inc	 ;worn did say that the y are respective).'.'
the President and Assis ton t Secretary u f Norti.an Count y Telephone
Co., Incorporated, the corporut ioii named ill the forcgoin ins trunen t;
and that the seal affixed to said instrument: is t he corporate
seal of said corporation, and that said iu;truinon was signed
and sealed in behalf of said corporation by aut-hority of its
Board of Directors and said K. P. hudson and Donna	 I' ischer
acknowledged said instrument to be the free act ,tnC Jt-^cl of
said corporation.

Notary Public

,Ji. ',flfl

•;',;	 '''' N
p...

MY COMMISSopn Expires 
	
f'.: '..J

ftD.
)'d('LiiJ

..:
':CreTOF 3T,1:

/ r..i..y t?.;.t	 Wtthlfl

	

.	 J	 or	 .:. j

cfc. C'	 d::y o

A. D.	 2oCk.-k

	

l 3rd v: c7y	 :c :J n C'x<
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C!. i<T . F I. CAT E C) ' iME1'1 UMENT
OF

A1T1CL1S OFINCO1tCoRvrIou
OF

L\, C(JL1"Y TI:LEI'UO4E (',O. , INCORPORATED

.,	 A . !• LtflL'd,	 . P. Ellefsori and Donna J. Fischer,

1i - d u and Assirtant Secretary of Norman
(,)IJ!y lf:ri (.u. LnorI,orared, a corporation subject to

tLe I ) r0Vi3i0:l of Ciapt-er 301, Minnesota Statutes 1953, known

cue 'iim'sota Business Corporation Act, do hereby certify
LiiuL 

t-' : nrco1ders of said corporation, effective on the

71:h day of April, 1976, by unanimous action taken in writing
-' i. ,ued b v all of the shareholders of the corporation, adopted.
"ie resolution hereinafter see forth:

iU.SOLV:D, that Article VIII of the Articles of
Incorporation of Norman Coity Telephone Co.
Incorporated, shall be amended to now read as
follows;

"ARTICLE VIII

The highest amount of indebtedness or
liability to which this corporation shall at
any time be subject shall be the sum of Five
Million Dollars ($5,000,000.00)."

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the President and Secretary
or Assistant Secretary of the corporation be and
they are hereby authorized and directed to make,
execute and acknowledge a certificate under the
corporate seal of this corporation, embracing the
foregoing resolution, and to cause such certificate
to be filed for record in the manner required by
law.

Iii WITNESS WHEREOF, we have subscribed our names and

caused the corporate seal of said corporation to be hereto

affixed this	 14'day of	 O-j".	, 1976.

In the Presence of:

.V2I112U :i;:?

9'	 SEAL)

:.
•Tj•

NORMAN COUNTY TELEPHONE 	

Wp

INCORPORATED

By
1.	 E11eon, President

By
Donna J. Frscher, Assistan

Secretary
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OR\N	 )

this	 4' (LLV O	 , 1)7), bt OIoLar	 kublic wjJijn 1tni .uLiaI	 (.Olntv , )isOia I '

	

Eilefson and )uiva J. Fis!iiu:, to	 u 1)rsoa,jj Ly 1:t1Hwho, be in each by iie duly sworn , did	 iv t: ia t: Li toy U respecive1y Lite Pr e jidi2 jjC and Ass.Ls tatC 'ec.n' of: forwta
County Te lephorte Co. , LI1UOL1L ci, thc CO rIOra LIu.t 1nut Jthe foreoj	 ins trutnir: , a.d t Htt - Lhe	 difiaed Lu saidinstruJnejt S the corporate seal ot said corporal -() I , , and LhUL
said instrument w;is sjncd and sealed in behalf of said
corporation by authority of its Board oC Directors, and said
K. P. Ellcfson and Donna J. F'ischcr acknowledge said instrument
to be the free act: and deed of said corporation.

	

•i 1 _i'	 ti(	 •'	 ;.

t,#

-

............'• f'

'.c. •j ci;fy t;	 .	 within
w . s fij j for.c()i

orfa OF)

A. D.	 it______ 

and was duly reo.dd in Cook.4f
of Incorporations, on paeo	 go

V	
Secretary of State
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CER IIFIC ATE OF

RESTATED ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

roya

NORMAN COUNTY TELEPHONE CO., INCORPORATED

We, the undersigned, K.P. Ellefson and Joan V. Rasmusson, respectively the

President and Secretary of Norman County Telephone Co., Incorporated, a corporation

subject to the provisions of Chapter 301, Minnesota Statutes 1933, as amended, known as

the Minnesota Business Corporation Act, de hereby certify tha. the shareholders of said

corporation, effective on the 20th da y of , 1980, by unanimous action

taken in writing by the shareholders of all the voting shares of the corporation, adopted

the resolutions hereinafter set forth:

RESOLVED, that the Articles of Incorporation of this corporation, dated February
23, 1931, and the various amendments thereto, dated My 16, 1949, August 20, 1975,
and pril 14, 1976 be and the same hereby are amended and rcstated as follows:

RESTATED ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

OF

NORMAN COUNTY TELEPHONE CO., INCORPORATED

ARTICLE I

The name of this corporation shall be Norman County Telephone Co., Incorporated.

ARTICLE II

The purposes and powers of the corporation shall be:

A. General business purposes;

B. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing and without limiting any express or
implied business purpose set forti in Minnesota Statutes, to develop, manufacture,
trade and deal in and with goods and services of any kind and nature whatsoever,
including the purposes and powers to acquire, purchase, lease, deal in, sell, own,
direct, maintain and operate any public utility or utilities, includin 6 propert'.' for
telephone communications; the manufacture and distribution of artificial gas,
natural gas, water and heat; to operate any and all other kinds and classes of public
utilities, including all kinds of service required of whatsoever nature that may now
exist or be developed for the rendering of a service of delivering of commodities for
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public consumption; to carry on all business that is usual or incidental to or may be
conveniently carried on in connection with any of the said objects or purposes,
including the manufacture and merchandising of any and all kinds of applicances
used in any of said business and to manufacture and distribute all materials,
products or services that may he incidental to or a by-product of any of said
purposes or objects.

C. To buy, sell, lease, mortgage, acquire by purchase or otherwise, and to own, control
and operate any and all kinds of real and personal property whatsoever ano
wheresoever situated, including Jeaseholds and other rights and Interests in lands,
and to maintain, develop and operate the same.

D. To acquire by purchase, subscription contract or otherwise, and to hold, sell,
exchange, mortgage, pledge or otherwise dispose of, or turn to account or rv'aliz.'
upon, and generally deal in and with, wi th the same rights of ownersh i p tieremn
including the right to vote, as may be permitted to natural persons, all forms of
securities, including, but not by way of limitation, shares, stocks, i,onds, debentures,
notes, scrip mortgages, evidences of i ndebtedness, commercial paper, certificates of
indebtedness and certificates of interest issued or created in any and all parts of the
world by corporations, associations, partnerships, firms, trustees, s yndicates, indivi-
duals, governments, st.tes, municipalities and other political and governmental
divisions and subdivisions.

E. To acq u ire all or any part of the good will, rights, business and propertytanguble or
intangible, of any person, firm, association or corporation heretofore or hereafter
engaged in any business similar to any business which the corporation has the power
to conduct, and to hoid, utilize, enjoy and in any manner dispose of, the whole or any
part of the rights, business and property, tangible or intangible, so acquired, and to
assume in connection therewith any liabilities or obligations of any such person,f irm, association or corporation.

F. To borrow money and issue, sell or p1 Age all bonds. debentures, promissory notes,
bills of exchange, and other securities and obligations, and evidences of indebtedness
Of this ro. poratiüei at any time for any of the objects Or purposes of the corporation.
payable at specified time or times, or payable upon the happening of a specified
event or events, whether secured by a mortgage, pledge, deed or trust or otherwise,
or unsecured.

G. To have and exercise all the powers, rights and privileges now or hereafter
conferred by the laws of the State of Minnesota, and to do all things set forth in
these Articles to the same extent as natural persons might (10.

H. To enter into joint ventures, partnerships or such other singular and combined
business entities and relationships as may be in the oesl interest of the corporation
and to have and exercise all powers incident and necessary to effectuate these
relationships.

The foregoing purpose.; and powers shall he construed liberally and shall in no way be

limited or restricted by refe rence to or from the enumeration of specific

powers or dny other clause or par.graplm of these Articles.

-2-
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ARTICLE ill

The location and post office address of the registered office of this corporation shall be

13 East Fourth Avenue, City of Ada, County of Norman, State of Minnesota.

ARTICLE l'

The time for the commencement of this corporation shall be the 25th day of

February, 1931, and its duration shall be perpetual.

ARTICLE V

The names and post office addresses of the Board of Directors are as follows:

K.P. Ellefson	 Helen M. Ellefson-	 806 East First Avenue	 806 East First AvenueAda, Minnesota 56510	 Ada, Minnesota 56510

John P. Rasmusson
101 West Fifth Street
Dell Rapids, South Dakota 57022

Dale Lillard
5302 East Calle del Norte
Phoenix, Arizona 85018

Joan V. Rasrnusson
101 West Fifth Street
Dell Rdpids, South Dakota 57022

Gail Lillard
5302 East Calle del Norte
Phoenix, Arizona 85018

ARTICLE VI

The minimum amount of stated capital with which th: corporation shall begin

business is $1,000.00.

ARTICLE VII

The total authorized capital of this corporation shall be $200,000.00 all of which

shall be one class designated as common stock, and shall be divided into 8,000 shares at a

3-
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par value of $25.00 per share.

The Board of Directors shall have the power to create and issue rights, warrants, or

options entitling the holders thereof to purchase from the corporation any shares of its

capital stock of any class or series, upon such terms and conditions and at such times and

prices as the Board of Directors may provide, which terms and conditions shall be

incorporated in an instrument or instruments evidencing such rights, subject however, to

approval by the holders of a majority of the voting stock of the corporation.

ARTICLE VIII

The highest amount of indebtedness or liability to which this corporation shall at any

time be subject shall be the sum of Ten Million and no/IOU ($10,000,000.00) Dollars.

ARTICLE IX

This corporation may sell, lease, mortgage, exchange or otherwise dispose of all, or

substantially all, of its property and assets, including its goodwill, upon such terms and

conditions and for such considerations, which may be money, shares, bonds or other

instruments for the payment of money or other property as its Board of Directors deems

expedient, when and as authorized by the vote of holders of shares of not less than a

majority of the voting stock of the corporation.

ARTICLE x

This corporation may enter into such merger or consolidation agreement or

agreements with any other domestic or foreign corporation as its Board of Directors
approves, when and as authorized by the vote of holders of shares of not less than a
majority of the stock authorized to vote.

ARTICLE XI

These Articles may he amended when and as authorized by the vote of holders of

shares not less than a majority of the stock authorized to vote.

ARTICLE XII

The Board of Directors may from time to time by vote of the majority of its

members, make, alter, amend or rescind all or any part of the Bylaws of this corporation

-4-
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subject to the powe r of its shareholders to change or repeal such Bylaws; provided, the

Board shall not make or alter any b'aw fixing their qualifications, 
classifications, terms

of office, or number, except the Board may make or alter any Bylaw to increase their

number.

FURTHER R ESOLVED, that saic 4 stated Articles of Incorporation be and the samehereby are adopted to supersedr, and take the place of the existing Articles of
Incorporation and all amen 4-ers thereto.

RESOLVED F URTHER, that the President and Assistant Secretary of this corpora-
tion be and they hereby are authorized and directed to make, execute, and
acknowledge a Certificate of this corporation, embracing the foregoing resolutions,
and to cause such Certificate to be filed for record in the manner required 

by law.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have subscribed our names and caused the corporate

seal to be affixed this_2othday of	 1980.

NORMAN COUNTY T ELEPHONE CO., INCORPORATED

B
K.^.^e son, r k nt

'2 "vB
364 V. Rasmusvn,-sa.etary

STATE OF MINNESOTA
)SS

COUNTY OF t41&i

On this 20th day of ____ May 1980, before me a Notary Public withinand for said County, personally appeared K.P. Ellefson and Joan V. Rasmussc,n to me
personally known, who, being each by me duly sworn, they did say that they arerespectively e President and Secretary of Norman County Telephone Co., Incorporated,the corr" i ati,n named in the foregoing instrument and that said instrumen' was signed in
behe!L of said corporation by authority of its Boardf Directors and said K.P. Ellefson 

andJoan V. Rasmusson acknowledge this instrumen to be the fr	 act and deed	 aidcorporation.

No ary Public
-5-

ts,Is:turns::tt,s:fltJItstf,sIttrP,

Jo
LOUIS L AINSWORTH
NOT4Y PUBLIC . MJNNLSOTA

IIENNEPIN COUNTY
t Coøw,dow,,, IApU.e	 I.

l :_ IJ::sssrut,sns:Js:,,,t,:sss,s:
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
I h?sey certify that the Withininstrument W5 filed for record In this

office on the	 day otJi 'LL
A. D. 19', aLL fo' clock f'M
and was duly recorded in 3ook.A-
of Incorporations, on page_____________

#1

, Secretary of State
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STATE OF MINNESOTA

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT
OF

NORMAN COUNTY TELEPHONE CO., INCORPORATED

Pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes Section 302A.135, the following

amendment to the Articles of Incorporation of Norman County Telephone Co.,

Incorporated, a Minnesota corporation, was unanimously approved by the Board of

Directors and was approved and adopted by the sole shareholder by written action,

effecti"e December 30, 1988, signed by ali of the directors and by the sole shareholder

entitled to vote.

The Articles of Incorporation of Norman County Telephone Co., Incorporated, are

hereby restated in their entirety to read as follows:

ARTICLE I.
NAME AND REGISTERED OFFICE

1.01 Name. The name of this Corporation is Norman County Telephone Co.,
Incorporated.

1.02 Registered Office. The registered office of this Corporation is located at
13 East Fourth Avenue, City of Ada, County of Norman, State of Minnesota, 56510.	 -

ARTICLE II.
SHARES AND SHAREHOLDERS

2.01 Number of Shares. The aggregate number of shares of capital stock which this
Corporation shall have the authority to issue is 8,000 shares, each with a par value of
$25.00.

2.02 Classes of Shares. The Board of Directors may, from time to time, establish
by resolution different classes or series of shares and may fix the rights and preferences
of said shares in any class or series.

2.03 issuance of Shares. The Board of Directors shall have the authority to issue
shares of a class or series to holders of shares of another class or series to effectuate
share dividends, splits, or conversion of .., outstanding shares.

2.04 Preemptive Rights. No shareholder of the Corporation shall have any
preemptive rights to subscribe for or purchase his or her proportionate share of any stock
of the Corporation, now or hereafter authorized or issued.

2.5 Cumulative Voting. No shareholder stall have the right to cumulate his or her
votes in the election of directors or for any other purpose whatsoever.

C,
C,
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ARTICLE lit.

WRITTEN ACTION

Any action, other than an action requiring shareholder approval, required or
permitted to be taken at a meeting of the Board of Directors of this Corporation may be
taken by written action signed by the number of directors required to take the same
action at a meeting of the Board of Directors at which all directors were present. Any
action requiring shareholder approval required or permitted to be taken at a meeting of
the Board of Directors of this Corporation may be taken by written action signed by all of
the directors.

ARTICLE IV.
LIMITATION ON DIRECTORS LIABILITY

A director of the Corporation shall not be personally liable to the Corporation or its
shareholders for monetary damages for breach of fiduciary duty as a director, except for
(i) liability based on a breach of the duty of loyalty to the Corporation or the
shareholders; (ii) liability for acts or omissions not in good faith or that involve intentional
misconduct or a knowing violation of law; (iii) liabil i ty based on the payment of an
irnprope. dividend or an improper repurchase of the Corporation's stock under Section 559
of the Minnesota Business Corporation Act (Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 302') or on
violations of federal or state securities laws; (iv) liability for any transaction from Which
the director derived an improper personal benefit; or (v) liability for any act or omission
occurring prior to the date this Article IV becomes effective. If Chapter 302A, the
Minnesota Business Corporation Act, hereafter is amended to authorize the further
elimination or limitation of the liability of directors, then the liability of a director of the
Corporation, in addition to the limitation on personal liability provided herein, shall be
limited to the fullest extent permitted by the amended Chapter 302A, the Minnesota
Business Corporation Act. Any repeal or modification of this Article by the shareholders
of the Corporation shall be prospective only, and shall not adversely affect any limitation
on the personal liability of a director of the Corporation existing at the time of such
repeal or modification. The provisions of this Article IV shall not be deemed to limit or
preclude indemnification of a director by this Corporation for any liability of a director
which has not been eliminated by the provisions of this Article IV.

The foregoing restated Articles of Inco rporation supersede the original Articles and

all amendments to them.

I swear that the foregoing is true and accurate and that I have authority to sign

these Articles of Amendment on behalf of the Corporation.

NORMAN COUNTY TELEPHONE CO.,
INCORPOj\TED

Dated:	 February 6	 , 1989.	 By
Kenneth P. Ellefgørm
Its President

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

FILED

FEB 161989

aI,4d,.

Secretary of Stalk

0
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CASE NO.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

In the Matter of the Application of Norman

County Telephone Company, Inc., for a
Certificate of Public Convenience and

Necessity Author 4 zlflg Them to Construct

and Operate a Telephone Communications
System In Portions of Tralll and Cass
Counties, North Dakota.

ORDER GRANTING APPLICATION

On February 23, 1976, Norman County Telephone Company, Inc., hereinafter referred to

sometimes as the Applicant, filed an Application with the North Dakota Public Service

Commission wherein it requested that it be authorized to construct and operate a telephone

system in certain rural areas of Traill and Cass Counties in North Dakota, and that It be

issued a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity granting such authority.

On March 1, 1976, the Public Service Commission issued Its Notice of Opportunity for

Hearing wherein it gave all interested parties notice of their opportunity to file ob-

jections or requests for hearing in the matter of this-proceeding on or before the 22nd

day of March, 1976, This deadline has now passed and no such objections or requests for

hearing have been received.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT APPEARING that Norman Ccu'ity Telephone Compary, Inc., is a

Minnesota corporation authorized to conduct a telecommunications business, and as part

of its business, serves certain rural areas of Traill and Cass Counties in eastern

North Dakota from two of Its Minnesota exchanges located at Hendrum and Perley, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the Applicant has served these areas since acquisition

many years ago of existing systems operated by Its predecessor companies that also served

these areas from Minnesota exchanges, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that through oversight at the time of the purchase of these

systems, no application was made to the North Dakota Commission for authority to either

buy the systems or to transfer the operating rights of the predecessor companies, either

through order or through issuance of a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity:

and further that the Applicant is now requesting that its authority be formalized and

that It be issued a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity granting the autho-

rity which It does not technically hold, but which It has attained through its years of

uncontested operations In this area, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the Applicant is providing telephone service that is

adequate in all respects at rates that are just and reasonable and is ready, willing

and able to continue the provision of such service, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the issuance of a Certificate of Public Convenience and
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Necessity authorizing the continued operation of a telephone system in certain rural

areas of Traill and Cass Counties in North Dakota Is In the public interest.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Norman County Telephone Company, Inc. be,

and hereby is, granted authority to construct and operate a telephone communications

system In portions of Traill and Cass Counties, North Dakota, as specifically designated

In the map exhibit accompanying the Application, and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity be

issued wherein such authority Is granted.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 24th day of March, 1976.

S E A L )	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

s/s
RICHARD A. ELKIN, President

s/s
BRUCE ItAGEN, Comissioner

ATTEST:
	

s/s

0
	 BEN J. WOLF, Commissioner

cti ng



W SUBMIT DUPLICATE OItVINALS

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

Norman County Telephone Co., Incorporated

(A Foreign Corporation)

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE,
State of North Dakota, Bismarck, N. D.

Pursuant to the provisions of the North Dakota Century Code, the undersigned corporation hereby
applies for a Certificate of Authority to transact business in the State of North Dakota and for that
purpose submits the following statement:

(1) The name of the corporation is Norman County Telephone Co., Incorporated

(2) It is incorporated under the laws of 	 Minnesota

(3) The name which it elects to use in the State of North Dakota is

Norman County Telephone Co., Incorporated

(4) The date of its incorporation is
	 February 24, 1971	 and the

period of its duration is	 perpetual

(5) The address of its principal office in the state or country under the laws of which it is incor-

porated is 13EastFourthAvenue,Ada,Minnesota56510

(6) The address of its proposed registered office in the State of North Dakota is

314 East Thayer Avenue, c/o C.T. Corporation System, Bismark.N.D.58501

and the name of its proposed registered agent in the State of North Dakota at that address is

C. T. Corporation System

(7) The purpose or purposes which it proposes to pursue in the transaction of business in the State

of North Dakota are	 operationofatelephoneexchangeandrelated

act I



(8) The names and respective addresses of its directors and officers are:

Name	 Office	 Street Address	 City	 State
Helen M. Ellefson	 806 East 1st Avenue
K. P. Ellefson	 , Director	 Ada, Minnesota 56510

John Rasmusson	 101 West 5th Street
Joan V. Rasmusson	 Director	 Dell Rapids, South Dakota 57022

Gail Lillard	 1523 Revelstoke Way
Dale Lillard	 Sunnyvale, California 87

Director

806 East 1st Avenue
K. P. Ellefson

President	 Ada, Minnesota 56510

101 West 5th Street
John P. Rasmusson	

Vice President Dell Rapids, South Dakota 57022

101 West 5th Street

Joan V. Rasmusson	 Secretary	 Dell Rapids, South Dakota 57022

806 East 1st Avenue
Helen N. Ellefson	

Treasurer	 Ada, Minnesota 56510

(9) The aggregate number of shares which it has authority to issue, itemized by classes, par value
of shares, shares without par value, and series, if any, within a class is:

No. of Shares	 Class	 Series	 Par Value Per Share
2,000	 A	 Common	 $ 25.00

2,000
	

B
	

Common	 No par value

4,000
	

Preferred	 $ 25.00

(10) The aggregate number of its issued shares, itemized by classes, par value of shares, shares
without par value, and series, if any, within a class, is:

No. of Shares	 Class	 Series	 Par Value Per Share

214	 B	 Common stock	 None

74
	

Preferred	 $ 25.00

*

)
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(11) The amount of its stated capital is 	 75

(12) An estimate of the value of all property to be owned by it for the following year, wherever

located, is $	 00.00

(13) An estimate of the value of its property to be located within the State of North Dakota

during year of 19-.--7- is $ 6DO.QQOfl__ ---------- ..

(14) An estimate of the gross amount of business to be transacted by it during year of 19-76,

is

(15) An estimate of the gross amount of business to be transacted by it at or from places of

business in the State of North Dakota during year of 19.7.6-, is_________________

(16) This application is accompanied by a copy of its Articles of Incorporation and all amendments

thereto, duly authenticated by the proper officer of the state or country under the laws of which it is

incorporated.

Dated._.. April .J±_---------------- - --- -  ----------------------, 19-v

Norman CountyTelephoneCo --Incorporated
Exact Corporate Name

By-----E--.--------- --- - --------------------
President or Vice President.f/	 -

and
:Secretary o-r Assistant Secretary.

K. P. Ellefson __-_-____-_--__ -------- --•-------- ----------- 	 -being first duly sworn, says that he is

the	
Nprman County -Telephone Co.,Incorporated

and that he has read the foregoing application and knows the contents thereof, and verily believes the

statements made therein to be true. 	 -
PLEASE NOTE:
"Verif icat io n Officer" must be one of the two officers	 Verificatio	 fficer (Signature)
who signs for the Corporation as president or vice pres-

ident or secretary or assistant secretary.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this--------	 day of-------------	 19-7-s

trwsJsi.s,4,u::ss,sssstuu*usus4, 	 /)	 -

ANDY L BOND ----.- ----- ---2 WX 	 NOTARY PUBLIC —MINNESOTA

Notarial S HENNEPIN COUNTY

	

My Commission Expiru DeC 
Zl.lf 	 ry Public

S:s:SJ:S$$tt$t#,fS$StStSSttttUSSft 	 Minnesota
o  --g /	 State of -------- ----------

Certificate No - ------------------------------------ - ----

Filed 	 Zf------------,

Secretary of State

By
Deputy

My Commission expires

Fee: Initial License Fee
Filing and Issuing Certificate

TOTAL

, 19 -----------

$ 75.00
25.00

$100.00
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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the State of North Dakota, hereby certifies that duplicate
originals of an Application of

NORMAN COUNTY TELEPHONE CO., INCORPORATED

for a Certificate of Authority to transact business in this State, duly signed and verified pursuant to
the provisions of the North Dakota Century Code, have been received in this office and are found to
conform to law.

ACCORDINGLY, the undersigned, as such Secretary of State, and by virtue of the authority vested
in him by law, hereby issues this Certificate of Authority to

NORMAN COUNTY TELEPHONE CO., INCORPORATED
to transact business in this State under the name of

NORMAN COUNTY TELEPHONE CO., INCOP.POP.ATED

and attaches hereto a duplicate original of the Application for such Certificate.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
my hand and affixed the Great Seal of the State at

the Capitol in the City of Bismarck, tISJth.........
day	 AD., 19.76.

Great Seal
	

/s! BEN MEIER

Secretary of State.

By-----------------------------------------------------------------------------, Deputy.

DUPLICATE





BEFORE THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

Lillian Warren-Lazenberry 	 Chairman
Leo G. Adams	 Commissioner

Roger L. Hanson	 Commissioner
Terry Hoffman	 Coninissioner
Juanita R. Satterlee	 Commissioner

In the Matter of the Application	 DOCKET NO. P-420/GR-81-230
of the Norman County Telephone Company

for Authority to Change its Schedule 	 FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF
of Telephone Rates at its Ada, Glyndon, 	 LAW, AND ORDER
Perley-Hendrum, and Audubon, Minnesota

Exchanges

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Norman County Telephone Company, Incorporated (Norman County or the

Company) filed a petition for increased rates with the Minnesota Public

Utilities Commission (the Commission) on April 15, 1981, pursuant to M.S.
§ 237.075.

On June 22, 1981, the Commission accepted the Company's filing and

suspended its proposed schedule of rates. The proposed rates were calculated
to overcome a revenue deficiency of $157,285, and represented an approximate
13.5% increase.

Norman County placed its proposed rates into effect, subject to refund, on
August 1, 1981.

The Commission ordered a hearing on the Company's petition on October 5,
1981. Hearing Examiner Bruce Campbell was assigned to the case. Public
hearings were held on October 23, 1981, at Ada and Audubon, Minnesota.

The Minnesota Department of Public Service (the Department) was the only

intervenor. The Department and Norman County submitted a stipulation to
Examiner Campbell on December 14, 1981.

On January 13, 1982, Examiner Campbell submitted his Report to the

Commission. He found that all relevant contested facts on significant issues

relating to revenue requirements, rate base, quality of service, and rate

design were adequately addressed by the parties' stipulation, and recommended
the Commission approve the stipulation and grant the Company an increase of
$157,285.

Notice is hereby given that, pursuant to Minn. Reg. PSC 521, a petition

for rehearing or other post hearing relief, by any party adversely affected
must be filed within 20 days of the mailing date hereof (original plus 11

copies) with Randall 0. Young, Executive Secretary, Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission, 780 American Center Building, 160 East Kellogg Boulevard, St.

Paul, Minnesota 55101, with proof of service on all parties.	 The	 grounds
relied upon shall be specifically set forth and the claimed errors clearly

stated in the petition. If desired, adverse parties may file and serve

answers (original plus 11 copies) within 10 days after service of the
petition. The Commission may, in its discression, grant oral argument upon
the petition or may decide the petition without oral argument.

Now, upon review of the entire record herein, the Commission makes the

following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

I. JURISDICTION.

The matter is within the jurisdiction of the Commission pursuant to M.S. §
237.075, and was properly before the Hearing Examiner pursuant to M.S. §
15.052.

No contested case hearing was required under M.S. § 237.075, subd. la ,
since Norman County proposed an increase of less than $500,000.

APPROVED 
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II. NORMAN COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY.

Norman County is a telephone company operating in the cities of Ada,

Glyndon, Perley, Hendruni, and Audubon, Minnesota, and the rural area adjacent
hereto. The Company also provides Extended Area Service (EAS) between Ada and

Perley/Hendrum, and from its exchanges to other exchanges operated by other

telephone companies.

III. PUBLIC HEARINGS.

One customer attended and spoke at the public hearing held in Ada,

Minnesota. Eight customers attended the public hearing in Audubon, Minnesota,

and four of them spoke. No written comments from affected members of the

public were received by the Hearing Examiner prior to December 31, 1981, at
which time the hearing record closed.

The customer who spoke at the Ada public hearing expressed general concern
about the level of inflation and the need for all businesses to exercise

restraint in price increases. He indicated that even small price increases
may have an adverse impact on consumers, especially those consumers on fixed

incomes. The customers who spoke at the Audubon public hearing posed

questions about their billings. The Company, both at the public hearing and
through later direct contact substantiated by a letter to the Hearing
Examiner, successfully resolved the customer billing inquiries.

IV. RATE BASE.

Based upon the Departments investigation, the following Company rate
base is deemed to be reasonable:

Gross Plant in Service	 $5,997,508
Less: Depreciation Reserve	 1,583,884

Net Plant in Service	 $4,413,624
Materials and Supplies	 11,604
Less: Unamortized. Investment Tax Credit 	 7,997
Less: Deferred Income Taxes	 335,949

Test Year Rate Base 	 $4,081,282

V. OPERATING INCOME STATEMENT.

The Company increased local service rental revenues by $5,410 as a

result of station growth. The present rates were applied to the station count
and miscellaneous services as of December 31, 1980.

The Company increased toll service revenues'evenue by $150,000 based upon a
toll cost separations study in the process of being conducted for the
Company.	 The increase in toll service revenues was estimated using all
information which was available at the time of filing the rate case.

The Company increased uncollectible revenues by $121 based upon an
average of total revenues to uncollectible revenues for the years 1976 through
1980.

The Company increased maintenance expenses by $13,630 for an overall
11 percent increase in wages.

The Company increased depreciation expense by $27,222 in order to

recognize a full year's depreciation cost on the December 31, 1980 plant
investment.

The Company decreased traffic expenses by $2,041 in order to reflect
the current rate in effect with Northwestern Bell and the December 31, 1980
station count.

The Company increased commercial expenses by $8,967 in order to allow

for an overall 11 percent wage increase, a 20 percent increase in postage

costs, a 10 percent increase in other general costs, and a $150 per month

increase in toll preparation charges due to the phase-out of this service by
Northwestern Bell. 	 The total commercial expense increase also included a

reduction of $2,504 for the removal of promotional and institutional
advertising.

L;3 co	 c .
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The Company increased general office salaries and expenses by $15,700

in order to adjust this expense for salary increases and inhouse computer cost
increases.

The Company increased other operating expenses by $25,705 for pension

costs resulting from the 11 percent wage increase, and for current premiums

for worker's compensation. Fifty percent of the dues considered to be the

type normally partially disallowed for ratemaking purposes and all
contributions were removed.

The Company increased income taxes by $14,819 based upon current

State and Federal income tax rates after deduction of interest expense.

The Company increased other operating taxes by $8,351 in order to
reflect the increase in these taxes resulting from increased wages and
revenues, and the change in the FICA tax rate.

Based upon the Department's investigation, the following Company

operating income statement is deemed to be reasonable:

OperatingRevenues

Local Service Rental Revenues

Other Local Service Revenues
Toll Service Revenues

Miscellaneous Operating Revenues

Total Operating Revenues

Less: Uncollectible Revenues

Net Operating Revenues

OperatingExpensesandTaxes

Maintenance Expenses

Depreciation

Traffic Expenses

Commercial Expenses

General Office-Salaries and Expenses

Other Operating Expenses
Income Taxes

Other Operating Taxes
Total Operating Expenses and Taxes

Operating Income

VI. RATE OF RETURN.

$ 483,955
25,298

602,885

52,919

$1,165,057
6,757

$1,158,300

$ 279,134
362,834

12,214

99,657

65,403
113,697

29,045

66,329

$1,028,313

-	 $129,987

The Company requested a rate of return on equity of 13.50% and an
overall rate of return of 4.93%.

The Company proposed the following capital structure:

	

Amount
	

Cost
	

Composite

Equity
	

$1,073,404	 25.46%
	

13.50%
	

3.44%
Debt
	

3,142,445	 74.54
	

2.00
	

1.49
Total
	

$4,215 1 849	 100.00%
	

4.93%

The DPS and the Company stipulated to the Company's requested rate of
return and the proposed capital structure.

The Commission finds that the rate of return on equity, the overall
rate of return and the proposed capital structure stipulated to by the DPS and
the Company are fair and reasonable.

Given that the Company's debt is financed by a low 2% interest

government subsidized Rural Electrification Administration (REA) loan, the

Commission concludes that the Company's low equity ratio, in this case, is
advantageous rather than financially unstable. As a substitute for more

expensive equity capital, the low cost debt capital results in lower costs to
the Company which ultimately benefit the ratepayers. The Commission, however,
cautions the Company that in the event of REA financing being reduced,

eliminated, or provided at higher interest rates, a low equity ratio may not
be advantageous to the Company or the ratepayers.

IoY:D PC .!. JPL
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VII. REVENUE DEFICIENCY.

Rate Base	 $4,081,282
Rate of Return	 4.9324%
Required Operating Income	 $ 201,305
Operating Income	 $ 129,987
Income Deficiency	 $	 71,318
Revenue Conversion Factor	 2.205403
Revenue Deficiency	 $157,285

VIII. RATE DESIGN.

The Company proposed an overall increase in local service rates of

30.9 percent. Included in these proposed rates were a large increase in the

Ada exchange business rates, an increase in the instrument charge accompanied

by an elimination of the charges associated with extensions, and increases in
miscellaneous equipment-and services.

The DPS and the Company stipulated to the Company's proposed rates.

A rate differential for subscribers existed between each of the

Company's four exchanges. The rate differential was created by the extent of
Extended Area Service (EAS) in each of the four exchanges. The DPS

recommended that the Company should attempt to unbundle EAS from local service

rates as EAS cost information becomes available. The OPS testified that such

information should become available through time during the course of normal

business operations. The Company was doing a cost study to revise toll

settlements on a cost basis. The DPS felt that much of the information

necessary to unbundle rates would be generated in this study. The Company

accepted the DPS recomendation that it utilize the results of its current cost

study to revise toll settlements to facilitate the unbundling of EAS additives
within one year from the date of the Commission's order in this proceeding.

The Commission finds that the rate design issues stipulated to by the
UPS and the Company are fair and reasonable.

The Commission will direct the Company to unbundle extended area
service from local exchange rates in the manner discussed above.

ORDER

I. The stipulation entered into by the Norman County Telephone Company and the
Minnesota Department of Public Service, appended to this Order as Attachment
A, is hereby adopted.

2. Norman County Telephone Company is entitled to increased gross annual
operating revenues of $157,285.

3. Within 30 days of the service date of this order, the Company shall submit

for Commission review and approval revised tariff pages reflecting the
authorized increase in gross annual operating revenues.

4. Within 30 days of the service date of this order, the Company shall submit
for Commission review and approval, a proposed customer notice designed to

inform all customers of the final approved rates resulting from this
proceeding.

5. Within one year from the service date of this order, the Company shall
unbundle Extended Area Service from local service rate.

6. This Order shall be effective immediately.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

T_ " -
atng

Executive Secretary1

SERVICE DATE:	 APR 7 1982 

(SEAL)
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Secretary
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PUBLIC SERVICE

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

First Reissued Certificate Number 2279

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for Loretel Systems, Inc. a telecommunications public

utility, to provide telecommunications services inside the Perley/Hendrum,

Minnesota local exchange area serving customers in North Dakota.

This certificate is issued in accordance with the Order of this Commission

dated June 25, 1991, in Case No. PU-547-91-325 and is subject to the conditions

and limitations noted in the Order.

This certificate is conditioned upon Loretel Systems, Inc. securing the

franchise or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for

the exercise of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, June 25, 1991.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC qERVICE COMMISSION
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