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Secretary of State	 Helena, Montana 59620

CERTIFICATION
of photocopies for

NEMONT TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, INC.

I hereby certify that the attached is a true and complete copy of
of the forty-three page document(s) on file in this office.

DATED:	 April 17, 1990

SECRETARY OF ST'TE

By
(?L' 'Deputy



ltO3.Ijfl THAT:
Wjfl0 Larsen
Geo. H. Johnson

having made application for a license under the Cooperative Act

of the State of i.iontana, being Section 675 of the Revised Codes
of Montana, 1935, to open books for subscrintjon to the ca ital
stockNOSRN MONTANA TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE AS3OCIA7ION

and having filed the required statement of facts as prescribed

by said Section 6375 of the Revised Codes of iiontana, 1935, a
license is hereby grantC&ts Oseflaid

Willie Larsen
Goo. H. Johnson

and they are hereby authorized to open books for subscription

to	
TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION

Viitness my official signa-

ture subscribed hereunto and the

Great Seal of	 ontana

this

day of	 rear one

thousand nine hundred and!forby-

Great Seal	 Sam W. Mitchell

SeCret:jr Lr of State

By

Deputy. 
/



STATEMENT AND APPLICATION

TO THE HONORABLE SAM W. MITCHELL
THE SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA

We, the undersigned citizens and residents of Montana, desire
to become incorporated as a cooperative association under the laws
of Montana, (Title XIV, c. 2, Rev. Codes of Mont. 1947) for the
purposes mentioned below, and so do show and state:

1. The name of the proposed Association is Northeastern Montana
Telephone Coopthative Association.

2. Its capital stock shall be Two Hundred Fifty Thousand and
No/100 (20,000.00), consisting of 5,000 shares of the par value
of Fifty and No/100 (o,00) Dollars each.

3	 The location and the principal place of business of said
Association shall be in Medicine Lake, Sheridan County, Montana.

t. The duraction of said Association shall be forty (LtO) years.

5. The particular branch or branches of industry which we intend
to prosecute are:

(a) To furnish, improve and expand telephone service
to its members and to others.

(b) To construct, erect, purchase, lease as lessee,
or otherwise acquire, and to own, hold, maintain,
operate and improve, expand, install, and equip,
and to sell, assign, convey, lease as lessor,
exchange, mortgage, pledge, or otherwise dispose of
or encumber telephone lines, facilities or systems,
lands, buildings, structures, plans, equipment,
exchanges, and any other real or personal property,
tangible or intangible, which shall be deemed
necessary, useful or appropriate to accomplish
any or all of the purposes of the Cooperative.

(c) To purchase, lease as lessee, or otherwise acquir,
and to own, hold, use and exercise, and, to the
extent permitted by law, to sell, assign, convey,
mortgage, pledge, or otherwise dispose of or encumber.,.
franchises, rights, privileges, permits, licenses,
rights of way and easements necessary, useful or
appropriate to accomplishment any or all of the purposes
of the Cooperative;

(d) To borrow money and otherwise contract indebtedness,
and to make and issue or guarantee bonds, notes, and
other evidences of indebtedness, secured or unsecured,
for moneys borrowed or in payment for property ac-
quired, or for any of the other objects or purposes
of the Cooperative; and to secure the payment there-
of by mortgage, pledge, or deed of trust of, or any
other encumbrance upon, any or all of its then owned
or after acquired real or personal property, assets,
revenues, franchises, rights, privileges, licenses,
rights of way, easements, or permits;

(e) To connect and ineterconnect its telephone lines,
facilities, or systems with other telephone lines,
facilities or systems within or without this States
serving patrons in the counties of Sheridan,
Roosevelt, Valley and Daniels in the State of

• Montana, and to plan by engineering surveys routes,
termini and location of lines in such counties.



(C) To do and perform any and all acts and things, and to
have and exercise any and all powers, as may be necessary-
or convenient to accomplish any or all of the fore-
going purposes as may be permitted by the Act under
which such Association is formed; and to exercise
any of its powers anywhere.

WHEREFORE, we respectfully apply for license to us as Commissioners
to open books for subscription to the capital stock of such corporation
at such time and place as we may determine.

Dated at Medicine Lake, Montana, this 4th day of October, 1950.
4

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of October, 1950-

Notary Public for the State
of Montana. Residing at Sidney,
Montana. My commission expires
April 5, 1951,
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BE K!IO 4N TH T

NORTHEASTERN MONTAITA TPLrHOIJD COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION

In accordance with the provisions of Seotg6375 of the
thRe ie Cdes of Monta, 1935, on the	 day of

	

° °	 A D. 19	 caused its Application for License
to	

WI111OLaI.Sen

1•

Goo H. Johnson

Chris Olsen

to open books for subscription to the capital stock of said
ASSOCLTION to be fle , n this offictsid Applicatio0
being dated the	 °	 day of	 ° er, 	 A. D. 19

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Sam W Mitchell, Secretary of State
of the State of Montana, do hereby certify that the affidavit:

.;of :the said Ccninilssloriers of the said Association as to their
proceedings in forming

NORTHIASTERN IIONTAdA Ti LLHOi COOPERATIVE A'3 OCl/TION

and the.report of the proceedings of a meeting of the stock-
holders of the said Association, the same being signed and

• .	 •.	 sworn, to by a majority of the said Commissioners and contain-
ing the required statement of facts prescribed by Section
6378 of the Revised Codes, 1935, having this day been filed
in this office, such Association is a body politic and cor-
porate and is authorized t 0dp business in the State of

	

• .	 •'	 Montana for a term of	 years.

I further certify that the papers hereto attached are a
true and correct cony of all the papers filed in this office

	

4 .	 in and abut the above named Association.

WITNESS, my official signature hereunto

subscribed and the. Great.Seal of the state

• sixteenth
of Montana hereunto affixed this

day of	
January	

in the year one

fifty-one.
thousand nine hundred and

Great Seal	 Sam W Mitchell

Secretary of State,

•	 By
4-	 Deputy.i.:cJ	 •-.	 ...........
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REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS OF

NORTHEASTERN MONTANA TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION

TO THE HbNORABLE SAM W 141ITCH1LL
rTHE'SEcflTARy OF STATE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA

. ..Ch s'Olsn, Willie Larsen and George H Johnson, each being
: first duly :swol.fl, deposes and says:

That they are co'nmissioners authorized to open books for sub-1.
,so±iptiónto the capital stock of Northeastern Montana Telephone,
:'Coope'x.ativo Asociatiofl that attached hereto and made a part hereof

and rarkdEXhibit "A" for identification, is a full report of
theiz.prcoeedihg5, including therein a copy of the notice provided
foinsectio2O3 of the Revised Codes of Montana, 197, ' a

copyof.; .the subscription list, a copy of the bylaws adopted by
aidassociatiOn, and the names of the directors elected and.their

.'reapecti've'teZ'ms of office. The following named directors were
elected•to . serve until the first annual meeting of , the stockholders

.or'sajdassociation, and until their successors are elected.and
qualified, to-.wit:

George H. Johnson
M. A. LaMotte
Margaret Hass
Francis Taruin
Robert Rorvig

• .	 . •...:.	 ':	 H . H, Brown
Willie Larson

"	 Wyman Feltis
J. Herman	 i2

Subscribed and sworn to before me this_11 _day of December

TEPublicfthOSt0OL

l9ontana
Residing at Sidney, Montaxa
flontana0

	

-	 My commission expires April



.1

In order that the statutory provisions of Section 1-1 09 Para-

graph 8 of the Revised Codes of Montana, 1947 can be reasonably

yoompliedwit1i at this time and in order that the final report of

the conmissi6rers be complete so that the Secretary of State

will have sufficient record we wish to advise as follows

The Telephon6 Cooperative is expecting to submit a loan application

'tothe RuralElectrificatiofl Administration in Washington, D, C.

for funds to'construct telephone lines. Sometime during the latter

part of January, 1951 this application is expected to be completed.

The exact location of the contemplated telephone lines will not

be known until complete engineering studies have been made. The

engineering studios will be conducted to determine the feasibility

• ofthe proposed telephone system to provide telephone service to

rural consumers on an area covering basis. The engineering studies

will also be completed to determine which lines will be built first

in the area intended to be serviced by this cooperative association.

It is expected that service will be provided eventually to rural

member consumers in Roosevelt, Sheridan, Valley and Daniels County

•	 in Montana and a portion of Williams County in the State of

North Dakota. It is anticipated that the engineering plans will

provide for switchboards to be located in the following towns which

will be connected with the Mountain States Telephone and Telegraph

Company which will provide an inter connection system with the Bell

lines; Culbertson, Froid, Medicine Lake, Antelpe, Plentywood,

Flaxville, Soobey and Wolf Point. It is anticipated that the lines

running into these switchboards will radiate from a fan shaped rural

area rather than being a completed inter connecting line running

between the "various towns connecting each to the other. This inforniat

;is in dditon to the r1ar proceedings with the intention of making

a substanti]. compliance of the statutory requirements requiring

that the temini of such telephone line or lines and the county

throug1whih they shall pass shall be included in the Articles of

Incorporation.

:'...::;:	
•••'	 3
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PROOF OF SERVICE OF NOTICE

AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF NTANA	 )
)SS

COUI OF.. SHERIDM )..	 .

Margaret Hass, being first duly sworn deposes and says

That ah& served notice, of which the attached is a full

and complete copy, on

George Johnson -
M. A.LaMotte
Margaret Hass
Henry Crohn
H. H. Brown
Harold B Munson
Willie Larson
Oscar Knutson
F	 SneThnan
Kinley E Bolstad

1	 William El Herman'	 Robert M Rorvig
Francis Taruin

. Harveywagar
Wyman Feltis
J. N Collins
Richard Vein

..0	 ..	 ....Ted Skornogosid.
Ernst M Lee
Thomas Throndson
James Shipstead
Harold Skerritt
C W. flossing

by mailing and depositing same in the post office at Sidney,

Montana, u-operly addressed, postage prepaid, to each of the

above named persons at his place of residence, more than ten

(10) days before the day fixed for the meeting therein, to—wit

on the 10th day of October, 1950, and that the above named

persons are all the subscribers to the capital stock of Northeastern

Montana Telephone Cooperative Association.

(



4	 t

'I
Subscribed and sworn to before me this a S T"day of October,

D., 1950.

Notary Public o the State of
Montana Residing at
Montana.	 psiou expires

I
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NOTICE OF MEETING OF SUBSCRIBERS

OF

JIOflTIEASTERN MONTANA TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION

TO EACH AND ALL TIM SUBSCRIBERS TO TH2 CAPITAL STOCK OF
NORTHEMiTERN. MONTANA TELEPhONE COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION,

A meeting ofthe subscribers to the capital stock of Northeastern
4.•	

Montana TeephonoCooperat1ve Association will be hold it Daniels

County Court Hous in Scobey, Daniels County, Montana at 2:00 o'clock

P.M., on	 day of	 1950 to take action

upon the folloinmatters:

•
	

A. Adoptingbylaws for the Cooperative, a copy of which is
attached0

2,: Elooting.directorc.

•	 3,. Electing.officers

. Considering and acting upon forms of application for member-
ship and took certificate.

Adoptlngá corporate ceo.l,

6. To take any and all action and to transact any and all

business which may be necessary, convenient or desirable

in connection wIth any of the foregoing and the completion

of the organization of the Cooperative at said meeting or

at any adjourrcont or adjournments thereof; and for the

trensacton of such othr business as may come before said

meeting or any ad2ournmcnt or adjour-m-nento. thereof,

1950.Dated 



SUBSCRIPTION TO CAPITAL STOCK AND APPLICATION

FOR MEMBERSHIP AND FOR TELEPHONE SERVICE

The undersigned (hereinafter called the "Applicant") hereby
.,:applies  for mómbership and subscribes forpital stock in acorporation

under the laws of the State of Montana under the name
"of Northeastern Montana Telephone Cooperative Association or other
'.'appropriate name (hereinafter called the "Cooperative"), for the
purposeoffurnishing telephone service, upon the following terms

con ' 'dItion:

1. The Applicant will pay for capital stock between 2.00 and
450.00, but not to exceed tO.00 The par value of shares of

•	 .',i' . ' L capital stock and the number of shares to be held by an Applicant
as a prerequisite to membership in the Cooperative shall depend
on the amount of equity required to be furnished by the Cooperative

obtain a loan from the Rural Electrification
Administration and shall be set forth in the articles of
incorporation or bylaws of the Cooperative. Payment of the
stool, subscription shall be made as follows

%upon signing this application, and the balance
of not to exceed $45 when an REA loan is obtained

2 The Applicant will, when telephone service beomes avail-
ab],e,. take from the Cooperative telephone service to be used
on the premises described below and will pay therefor monthly
at rates to be determined from time to time in accordance with
the bylaws of the Cooperative, it being expressly understood
that .11.amounts paid by Applicant in excess of operating costs
and oxperses of the Cooperative are furnished by him as capital
and he shall be credited with the capital so furnished as
provided ;Ln the bylaws.

The Applicant will grant to the Cooperative a right-of-way
easement to construct, operate and maintain a telephone line
or aystethon the land described below and in or upon all streets,
roads or highways abutting said land.

1. The 4pplicant will comply with and be bound by the provisions
•	 .... -. of the charter and bylaws of the Cooperative, and such rules

and regulations as may from time to time be adopted by the
Cooperative.

. The Applicant, by becoming a member and shareholder, assumes
no personal liability or responsibility for any debts or.
liabilities of the Cooperative, and it is expressly understood
that his 'private property is exempt from execution for any such
debts or 'liabilities.	 .

This appfication is made in consideration of similar applications
by others and is understood to be an agreement with such applicants.

The acceptance of this application by the Cooperative shall
• :Y.co'nstitute an agreement between the Applicant and the Cooperative, and

.,:...Y''Shail 'continue: in force for one year from the date . service is made
.available by. the Cooperative to the Applicant, and thereafter until
':. cancele d by at, least 30 days' written notice given by either party

, 1' •' .':? t,o the. other.

The Applicant agrees that not to exceed S of the amount paid by
him for capital stock pursuant to this application may be used for the
development of a rural telephone system If the Cooperative is
unable to obtain a loan from the Rural Electrification Administration
to finance the construction of such a system, or is unable to proceed
with its plans for any other reason, the Applicant and the Cooperative
agree that the amount paid by the Applicant, less such amount as has



y

	

• -.	 •',been expended for development expenses, either prior to or after

	

•	 neorporation,:will be returned to the Applicant. If the Cooperative
suocóeds:in establishing a rural, telephone system but is unable to

	

•	 •;furnish service"  to the Applicant, the entire amount pa1dbythe
•Applicantto the Cooperative for capital stock will be returned

	

• •
	 to't1'ie Applicaht.

)ated	 , 19
Applicant

Witness_____________________________

Applicant

• 	 • 	
Address

The above' appIication for membership

	

•	 accepted this	 day of	 ,

H ..' .̂ . XORTHEASTERN MONTANA TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 	 LAND DESCRIPTION
.ASSOCIATION.

	

• 	

•

	

•	 BY__ •

• 	 • Title

I



MINUTES OF THE MEETING

OF THE SUBSCRIBERS
TO THE CAPITAL STOCK

OF

NORTHEASTERN MONTANA TELEPHONE COOPERATION ASSOCIATION

A meetiiig of the subscribers to the capital stock of Northeastern

Montana Telephone Cooperative Assócia;tjon was held at Daniels County

;Court House,ntana on the 21 day of October, 1950 at the hour of
•	 •	 ••.

2 00 O t ciock P.M. This meeting was held pursuant to a notice of the

holding  thereof, given in pursuance of the requirements of the

Statutes of the State of Montana. A copy of said notice, together

With an affidavit of the due service thereof is annexed hereto and

made a part of these minutes The following subscribers to the

capital , stock were present

George Jhnson	 Francis Tarum
M. A. LaMotte	 Harvey Wagar
Margaret; Hass	 Wyman Feltis

•	 Henry Crphn	 J. N. Collins
H. H. Brown	 Richard Veis
Harold B. Munson	 Ted Skornogoski
Willie Larson	 Ernest M. Lee
Oscar }tson	 Thomas Throndson
F. A. Snellman	 James Shipstead

f,	 Kinley E Bolstad	 Harold Skerritt
William E. Herman	 C. W. Rossing
Robert M Rorvig

being all of he subscribers to the capital stock of the Association.

Mr Johnson acted as Chairman of the meeting and Mrs Mairet

Hass acted as,Secretary of the meeting, and kept the minutes thereof.

The Chairman stated that the meeting was held pursuant to the

......:requirement of the Statutes of Montana for the purpose of electing

a board of diiectors, adopting bylaws for the Association, and the

•	 transaction ot such other business as may properly come before the

• •. 1meeting.

The Secrdtary presented a form of Bylaws for the Association

which was read. section by section to the subscribers.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the following restution was

•1nanimously adopted:

"RESOLVED, that the bylaws presented to this meeting,
and read section by section to the subscribers to the
capital stock be and the same hereby are adopted as the
bylaws of this Association."

•	 •..:	 •..	 •



•	 '•	 '	 '

, a

The Secretary was directed to annex a copy of the said bylaws

to the minutes of the meeting,

The 'follodng were nominated as directors of the Association to

ihold office until the first annual meeting of the stockholders of

the Associatioi, and until their successors are elected and qualified,

George H. Johnson - Reserve, Montana
'M. A. LaMotte, Scobey, Montana
'Margaret Hass - Outlook, Montana
Francis Tarum - Richland, Montana
:.Robert Rorvig - Richland, Montana
H. H. Brown - Poplar, Montana
Willie Larsen - Culbertson, Montana:,
Wyman Feltis - Peerless, Montana
Wm. E. Herman - Westby, Montana

A vote was, thereupon taken and the Chairman announced that the

: Persons above named had been unanimously elected as directors and

until the annual meeting of the Association and until their successors

'are elected and cualified.

The following persons were then nominated as officers of the

Association to 'till the offices set opposite their respective names,
•	

.'.'.to  serve until the first annual meeting of the stockholders and until

,their successor. were elected and qualified.

'George Johnson -.President
M. LaMotte - Vice President
Margaret Hass - Secretary-Treasurer

A vote having been taken, the Chairman announced that the persons

hominated to th6 respective offices above mentioned had been unanimously

' elected to serve as such officers and to hold office respectively until

the first annual meeting of the stockholders of the association, and

until their successors are elected and shall have qualified,

The Presidnt thereupon took the Chair, and acted as chairman of

the meeting, and the Secretary acted as secretary thereof.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the following resolution was

:unanimously adopted:

'	 "RESOL1D,that the officers and directors of
be and theyhereby are authorized and directed•	
such steps,as may be necessary or advisable to

'O organization of the Association."

this Association
to take all
complete the

(0



A form oi stock certificated was thereupon presented to the meeting

IN
• was directed to annex to the minutes of this meeting.

Upon'. motion duly made and seconded, the following resolution was

unanimously adapted

RESOLVED that the form of stock certificate presented to the
meeting be, and t1ie same is hereby adopted as the form of

.,:.stock certificate to be used by the Association to evidence
thé.;ownership of its capital stock.

The Chairman then presented to the meeting a form for the applica-

tion for membe ship in the Association, a copy of which was directed to

be annexed to the minutes of this meeting and after consideration, the

following resolution, upon motion duly made and seconded, was unanimously

:.fadopted:

RESOLVED that the form of application for membership in
the Association, presented to this meeting and annexed to
.the minutes hereof, be and the same hereby is approved.

Thereupon, after discussion, the following resolution, upon motion

duly made and!-seconded, was unanimously adopted:

RESOLVED that the proper officers of this Association be
and theyhereby are, authorized and directed to take all
necessark and proper-.steps, and to execute in the name

.. .	 of the Association, and under its seal, and to file with
. the proper authorities, any and all documents or papers
necessarr or desirable in order to qualify, if required

'•. .	 by the laws of Montana, the stock and securities to
be issued by the Association, and generally to do any
and all acts or things which may be necessary oradvisable
to carry'out the provisions of this resolution.

.•.,• 
• ......	 The Chaihnan then stated to the meeting that it was in order to

.adota form bf seal for the Association. Thereupon, after discussion,

'. the followingresolution, upon motion duly made and seconded, was

•unanimously adopted:

RESOLVED that the seal of. the Association shall consist of
a circular with the name of the cooperative and State of
Montana corporate seal.

There being no further business to come before the meeting, the

meeting adjourned

•AP OVED:	 Teora	 Secretary ......

raI)
Secretarr

Chairman

ke

	

.	

.	 :.................................



It shall be the ailp of
NORTIASTERN MOiTANA TELEPHONE COO?ERtiTIVE ASSOCIATION

to provi de dependable area-wide 1one -
service on the cooperative plan and at the
lowest cost consistent with sound economy

and good management.

BY- TAVIS

OF

ARTICLE I

Offices

Section 1. Principal Office,
shall be In

Section 2. ': Other Offices. The
or offices at such other places as
to time designatô and the business

The principal office of the Co-op
County, State of Llontana.

Co-op may also have an office
the Board or Trustees may from time
of the Co-op may require.

ARTICLE II

1enilt1

Section 1. '̂ Reqg.jrements_fpr Membership. Any person, firm,
association, corporation, or body politic or subdivision thereof
may become a stockholder and member (hereinafter called "member")
of the Northeastern Montana Telephone Cooperative Association,
(hereinafter called the "Co-op") 'by:

(a) Makinga written subscription to capital stock and
application for membership therein;

•	 (b) agreeing to purchase from the Co-op telephone service as
hereinafter specified;

() agreeing to comply with and be bound by the articles of•	 incorporation and by-laws of the Co-op and any rules and
•	 regulations adopted by the board of trustees (hereinafter

called;the "Board"); and

(d) agreeii to pay the share and membership foe (hereinafter
called; membershi p fee") hereinafter specified on uniform
terms and conditions established by the Board;

provided, howevex, that agreement to pay or payment of the membership
fee in accordance with the provisions of these by-laws by a landlord
on behalf of an applicant for membership who is a tenant occupying
premises owned by such landlord and served by the Co-op shall constitute
compliance by such applicant with subdivision (d) of this Section;
and provided further, however, that no person, firui, associations
cor-coration or body politic or subdivision thereof shall become a
member unless and until he or it has been accepted for membership by
the Board or the;mombors. No rnembbr may hold more than one share
of stock and membership (hereinafter called "membershi p") in the
Co-op , and no membership shall be transferable, eoot as provided
In those by- laws

Beginning sx months after the date of incorporation, all appiica.
tions received more than thirty da' prior to each meeting of the:
members which have not been accepted or which have been rejected b
the Board shall be submitted by the Secretary to such meeting and
subject to compliance by the applicant with the requirements hereinahovo
set forth, any such application may be accepted by vote of the members.
The Secretary shall give each such applicant at least ten days' written
notice of the date, of thèmembers' meeting to 'which his application
will be submitted and such applicant shall be entitled to be present
and heard at the meeting,,

The original aubcribers to the capital stock shall become members
of the Co-op upon , the acceptance of their subscription by the Cozmnissloners

•	

, 	 ••



appointed by the ecretori of State to ocn books of subscription to
.tho capital stock and the payment in full of their subsx'iptions.

Section 2	 Uemberehip in the Co-op
shall be evidencC(FE7,j ­TM 'Fa­_and membershi p certificate (hereinafter
called "membership certificate") which shall be In such form and shall
contain such provisions as shall be determined by the Board. Such
certificate shall be siied by the President and by the Secretary and
the corporate coal shall be affixed thereto No membership certificate
shall be issued for less than the membership foe fixed in these by-laws,
nor until such membership The has been fulls paid for. In case a cert-
ificate 3,s lost,: destroyed or mutilated a new certificate may be
issued therefor upon such uniform terms and indemnity to the Coop
as the Board may prescribe.

Section 3, P husband and wife may apply for a
joint meinbcrahip. and, subject; to their cosipilartea with the requirements
of Section 1 of this Article, may he accepted for such membership, The
term "member" as used in these by'-laws shall be deemed to Include a
husband and wife holding a joint memborahi.n and any provisions relating
to the rights and liabilities of membershi p shall apply equally with
respect to the holders of a joint mcmberrthip Uithout limiting the
generality of the foregoing, the effect of the hereinafter specified.
actions by or in respect of the holders of a joint membership shall be
as follows:

(a) The presence at a meeting of other or both shall be regarded
as the. preaeflc:e of one member and shall have the effect of
revoking a proxy executed by either or both and shall con-
stitute a joint waiver of notias of the meeting;

(b) The vote of either separately or both jointly s1-all constitute
one joint vote;

c) A proxy executed by either or both shall, constitute one joint
proxy;,

(d) A waiver of notice signed by either or both shall constitute
a joint waiver;

(e) Netted to either shall constitute notice to both;

(f) Expulsion of either shall torin:Lnat.o the joint membership;

(g) Withdrth'ial of either shall terrr.nate the joint mersbs±'ship;

(h) Either but not both may be oletod or app ointed as an officer
or trustee, provided that both siect the qualifications for
such office.

Section t, - Convors1mofMembrep0 (a) A membershi p may be con-
verted to a joirt mcmeershIp upon the rittE3n request of the holder
thereof and the agreement by such holder and his or her s pouse to comply
with the articles of incorporation by .'-isws, and any rules and rega1a .

-tioris adopted by, the Board, The outstanding membership certificate
shall be surrendered, and shall he ro103110-d by the Co-op in such -
manner as shall Vindicate the chaned membership status,

(b) Upon the death of either spouso who Is a party to the
joint membership such mersborshl.p shall be held, solely by the survivor.
The outstanding 'membership certificate shall be eurx'endored, and
shall be re-issued in such manner as shall indicate the changed member-
ship status, provided ,, hewavcr, that the estate o the deceased shall
not be released ;:r0m any debts duo the Co-op,

Section 5. Sharc and Membership Lind Sorvice Connection Fees.
The par value of a share of stock and membership oo shall be fifty
dollars, upon the payment of which a member shall bo eligible for one
service connection0 Additonal fees shall be paid for each additional
connection, extension and other available service, In accordance with
the rules and roge].ations prescribed by --no Board-,

Section 6 Purchase cf Te hone Ssrvice, Each member shall,	 (3
as soon as te:Lophone servIs is nva5.abt.c take telephone service
-from the Co-op to be used cu the premises epeol.ried in his application
for membership, and shall pay tharet'or nnth1y at rates which shall



from time to time he fixed by the Board, provided, however, that
the Board may limit the amount of telephone service which the
Co-op shall be required to furnish to any one member. It is
expressly understood that amounts paid for telephone service
in excess of the cost of service are furnished by members as
capital and each member shall be credited with the capital so furnished
as provided in these by-laws. Each member shall pay to the Co-op
such minimum amount per month for telephone service as shall be
fixed by the Board from time to time. Each member shall also pay
all amounts owed by him to the Co-op as and when the same shall
become due and payable,

Section 7. Termination of r1ernbers14p. (a) Any member may
voluntarily withdraw from meorshi p upon payment in full of all
debts and obligations due to the Co-op and upon compliance with
such uniform terms and conditions as the Board may prescribe.

(b) The Board may, by the affirmative vote of not less than two-
thirds of all the tnstees, expel any member who fails to comply with
any of the provisions of the articles of incorporaton, by-laws, or
any rules and regulations adopted by the Board, but only if such
member shall have: been [;iven viritten notice by the Secretary that
such failure makes him liable to expulsion and such failure shall have
continued for at least ten days after such notice was Liven. Any
expelled member may be reinstated by vote of the Board or by vote
of the members at: any annual or special iieeting. The membership
of a member who has not permitted the installation of service
within thirty (30) days after he has been notified service is
available to him, or of a member who has ceased to purchase 1.ephone
service from the CO-.Op, shall be cancelled by resolution of the
Board.

(c) If a membership foe has been paid bye landlord on behalf
of his tenant, upon the removal of such tenant from the pémises
of the landlord, the membership of such tenant shall terminate.

(a) Upon the withdrawal, death, cessation of existence or ex-
pulsion of a member the membership of such member shall thereupon
terminate, and the Co'-op shall have the right to purchase his or
its memborshin certificate pursuant to raaolution of the Board. The
membership certificate of such member shall. he surrendered forthwith
to the Co-op, duly endorsed to the Co-op h and the Coop shall repay
to the member or to his landlord, in case the membership foe shall
have been paid on behalf of the member by his landlord, the amount
of the membersbi p . fee paid. Lnbership certificates so acquired
by the Co-op shall be cancelled by the Board. Termination of
membership in any,. manner shall not release a member or his estate
from any debts due the Co-op. Prior to the repayment of a membership
fee paid by the member, the Co--op shall deduct from the amount of such
membership fee the amount of any debts owing frcrii the member of the
Co-op.

ARTICLE III

RIGHTS AJW LIABILITLS 01? MjhiBERS

Section 1, Prcporty interest of members Upon dissolution,
after (a) all debts and 11abilitIe ci' the to-op shall have been paid
(b) all membership fees shall, have boon repaid and (a) all capital

.-.,	 .,-,.-1 1	 ,,-j	 .- o.
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with the year 191 at such olace in the County of 	 xi1sl	 tato of
Montana, as shall he designated in the notice. Of tne meetinr, for the
purpose of electing trustees, oassin; ucon re ports for the previous
fiscal year and transacting such other husiaess as may come before the
meeting. It shall ho the resoonsibility of the Board to make adequate
plans and oreearatlons for the annual meeting. If the day fixed for
the annual meeting shall fall on a Sunday or legal holiday, such meeting
shall be held on the next succeeding business day. Failure to hold the
annual meeting at; the designated time shall not work a forfeiture or
dissolution of the Co-op.

Section 2, Snecial Meetigs 0 Special meetings of the members
may be called by resolution of the Board, or upon a written request
signed by any three trustees, by the i'resident, or by not less than
200 members or ten per, centurn of all the members, whichever shall be
the lesser, and it shall thereuon be the duty of the ecretary to
cause notice of such meeting to be given as hereinafter provided.
Special meetings of the members may be held at any place within
the County of Sheridan, State of .ontana, specified in the notice of
the snecial meetings.

Section 3, e_of_i1embers__£eetinpj 0 Vritten notice stating
the place, day and hour of the meeting and in case of a special
meeting or an annual meeting at which business requiring special
notice is to be transacted, the purpose or purposes for which the meeting
is called, shall be delivered not loss than ton days nor more than
twenty days before the date of the meeting, either, personally or by
mail, by or at the direction of the Secretary, or upon a default in
duty by the Secretary, by the persons calling the meeting, to
each member. If mailed, such notice shall be deemed to be delivered
when deposited in the United States mall, addressed to the member
at his address asit aooears on the records of the Co-op, w1th
postage thereon prepaid. The failure of any member to redve
notice of an annual or special meeting of the members shall not
invalidate any action which may be taken by the members at such
meeting.	 -

Section It . Quorum. As long as total number of members does
not exceed 500, 'of the total number of members present in person
shall constitute a quorum. In case the total number, of members shall
exceed 500, 25 members or	 of the meahars present in persons
whichever shall be larger, shall constitute a quorum.

Section 5. Votinp,, Each member shall he entitled to only one
vote upon each matt' submitted to a vote at a meeting of the members0
All questions shall be decided by a vote of a majority of the members
voting thereon inperson, except as otherwise p rovided by law, the
articles of incorporation or these by-laws. There shall be no vote
by proxy.

Section 6 Voting List, The secretary of this Co-op shall make,
at least fifteen UTdays bofor each meeting of the members, a
complete list, arranged in alphabetical order, of the members entitled
to vote at such meeting and their addresses. Such list shall be
produced and kept:open at the time and, place of the meeting and shall
be subject to the ;inspection of any member during the whole time of
the meeting.

Section 7. Order of Business. The order of business at the



5. lection of tiustees.
6. Unfinished business.
7, Nev. business,

Adjournment,

A !j"TICDO V.

Trustees

Section 1. General Powers, The business and affairs of the
Co-op shall be managed by a board of rime trustees 'hch shall
exercise all of the powers of the Co-op except such as arc by law,
the articles of 'incorporation or these by•-lavis conferred upon or
reserved to the members.

Section 2. E].oction and Tenure of Office. The persons elected
by the subscribers to capital stock upoi the organization of the Co-op
and named as trustees in the certificate of Iricorjoratiori shall
compose the Board until the first annual sieotin and until their
successors shall have been elected and shall have qualified. All
trustees shall be elected by secret ballot at each annual meeting of
the members beginning uith the year 1951 by and from the members to
servo until the next annual meeting of the members and until their
successors shall have been elected and shall have qualified If an
election of trustees shall not be held on the day designated herein
for the annual meeting, or at any adjournment thereof, a special
meeting of the members shall be held for the purpose of electing
trustees within a reasonable time thereafter.

Section 3,	 ifica1ons, No person shall be eligible to
become or remaina trustee of the Co-op who:

(a) is nota member and is riot presently residing in the area
served. or to he served by the Co-op ; or

(b) is In any way employed by or financ!alLy interested in a
competing enterprise or a business engaged In selling
telephone service or suplies, or constructing or main-
taining telephone facilities, other than a business ororat-
m c, on a cooperative non-profit basis for the pur"ose of
furthering rural telephony.

Upon establishment of the fact that a trustee is :olding office in
violation of anyof the foregoing provisions, the Boa

rd shall remove
such trustee from office.

'othing contained in this section shall effect In any manner
whatsoever the validity of any action taken at any meeting of the
Board,

Section I. ! Nonhination, It shall be the duty of the Board to
appoint, not less th:n forty (ho) nor more than seventy (70) days
before the date of a meeting of the members at which trustees are
to be elected, a-committee on nominations consisting of not loss than
five nor more than eleven members who shall be selected from
different sections so as to insure equitable representation. No
member of the Board may serve on such committee. The committee, keering
in mind the princi ple of geographical representation, shall prepare
and post at the principal office of the cooperative at least thirty
(30) days before the meeting a list of nominations for trustees which
shall include at least to candidates for anal, truatn tn hiq1tj.orL



one candidate,:.

Section 5,	 al of Trustees by Liembers. Any member aay bring
charges against a trustee an--d-#---by filing v:ith the Secretary such charges
in writing together with a petition signed by at least ten per centum
of the members, or two hundred .iembers, whichever is the lesser, may
request the removal or such trustee by reason thereof. Such trustee
shall be informed in writing of the charges at least ten days prior
to the eieetinG,oftho members at which the chares are to be considered
and shall have an opportunity at the meeting to be heard in person or
by counsel and to present evidence in respect of the charges; and
the person or persons bringing the charges against him shall have the
same opportunity. The question of the removal of such trustee shall
be considered and voted upon at the meeting of the members and
no trustee shall be removed from office unless by a vote of two-
thirds of the members. Any vacancy created by such removal may be
filled by vote of the members at such meeting without compliance with
the foregoing provisions with respect to nominations.

Section 6. Vacancies. Subject to the provisions of these by-
laws with respect to the filling of vacancies caused by the removal
of trustees by the members, a vacancy occurring in the Board shall
be filled by the affirmative vote of a majority of the remaining
trustees for the unexpired portion of the term, provided, however,
that in the event the vacancy is not filled by the Board within
sixty (60) days after the vacancy occurs, the members shall have
the right to fill such vacancy at a meeting of the members without
compliance with the foregoing provisions in respect of nominations.

Section 7. rnensation, Trustees shall not recoive any salary
for their services as trustees except that by resolution of the Board
a fee of not to exceed five (51 dollars and actual expenses of
attendance, if any, may be allowed for attendance at each meeting
of the Board. No trustee shall receive compensation for serving
the Co-op in any other capacity, nor shall any close relative of a
trustee receive. compensation for serving the Co-op, unless the payment
and amount of compensation shall be specifically authorized by a vote
of the members or the service by such trustee or close relative
shall have been: certified by the Board av an emergency measure,

ARTICLX 111

MiTINGS OF TRUSTES

Section•l,	 gplar_Meotin, A regular meeting of the Board
shall be held without notice, inirnediately after, and at the same
place as, the annual meeting of the members. A regular meeting of
the Board shall also be hold monthly at such time and place in the
project area, as the Board may provide by resolution. Such regular
monthly meetingmay be held without notice other than such resolution
fixing the time and place thereof,

Section 2, Notice of Trustees' Meetin, Written notice of the
time, place and :purpos	 any specie meeting of the Board shall be de-
livered to each trustee not less than five days previous thereto either
personally or by mail, by or at the direction of the Secretary, or
upon a default in duty by the Secretary, by the President or the
trustees calling the meeting. If mailed, such notice shall be deemed-
to be delivered when de posited in the United States mail addressed to
the trustee at his address as it appears on the records of the Co-op,
with postage thereon prepaid.

Section 3,	 ial_L1ao, Special meetings of the Board may
be called by the 'resident or by any three trustees, and it shall
thereupon be the duty of the Secretary to cause notice of such meeting
to be given as hereinafter provided, The President or the trustees
calling the meeting shall fix the time and place (which shall be in
the project area), for the holding of the meeting.

Section 4.	 'um, A majority of the Board shall constitute a

	

quorum, provided, that if loss than such majority of the trustees is	 /1
present at said meeting, a majority of the trustees present may adjourn
the meeting from time to time; and provided, further, that the Secretary
shall notify any: absent trustees of the time and niace nf smnh nii fnin'n1



at which a quorum is present shall be the act of the Board.

AIiTICL VII

Section 1	 The officers of the Co-op shall be a
President, Vice President, Secretary-Treasurer, The offices of
Secretary and of Treasurer may be hold by the swue person.

Section 2 Election and Term of Office. The subscribers to
capital stock shah elect the original officers of this Co-op
to hold office until the first annual meeting of members and until
his successor shall have been elected and shall have qualified.
Thereafter, the officers shall be elected by ballot, annually
by the members at the annual meeting of the members. If the
election of officers shall not be held at such meeting, such election
shall be held as soon thereafter as conveniently may be 0 Bach
officer shall hold office until the next succeeding annual meeting
of the members and until his successor shnil have been elected and
shall have qunlified.

Section 3, Removal of Officers and Agents by Trusts, Any
member of the Co-op may bring charges against an officer, and by
filing with the Secretary such charges in writing together with a
petition signed by ten per centum of the members, or two hundred
members, .'hichevor is the lesser, may request the removal of such
officer. The officer against hom such charges have been brought
shall be informed in writing of the charges at least ten days
prior to the membors t meeting at which the charges are to be
considered and shall have an op portrinity at the meeting to be hoard
in person or by counsel and to present evidence in respect of the
charges; and the person or persons bringing the charges against him
shall have the same opportunity. The question of the removal of such
trustee shall be. considered and voted u pon at the mcoting'6f the
members and any vacancy created by such removal may be filled by
vote of the members at such meeting.

Section 4. :President, The President shall:
(a) be thoprincipal executive officer of the Co-op and, unless

otherwise determine by the members or the Board, shall pre-
side at all meetings of the members and the Board;

(b) sign, with the Secretary, certificates of membership, the
issue of which shall have been authorized by the board or its
members, and may sign any deeds, mortgages, deeds of trust,
notes, bonds, contracts or other instruments authorized
by the board to be executed, except in cases in which the.
sining and execution thereof shall be expressly delegated
by the Board or by these by- . laws to some other officer or
agent of the Co-op, or shall be required by law to be
otherwise siod or executed; and

(a) in general 'perfomi all duties incident to the office of
President and such other duties as may be prescribed by
the Board from time to time.

Section 5, Vice President. Iti the absence of the President, or
in the event of hT naETflty or refusal to act, the Vice President
shall perform the duties of the President, and when so acting, shall
have all the powers of and be subject to all the restrictions upon
the President. The Vice President shall also perform such other
duties as from time to time may be assiLned to him by the Board.	 ... -

Section 6,	 The Secretary shall:

(a) ..Keep the minutes of the meetings of the members and of the
Board in one or more books provided for that purpose;

(b) see that all notices are duly given in accordance with these
by-laws or as required by laws;

(c) be custodian of the corporato records and of the seal of the
Co-op and affix the seal of the Co-op to all certificates of
membership prior to the Issue thereof and to all documents,
the execution of.which on behalf of the Co-op under its
coal is duly authorized in accordance with the provisions
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Section lO	 Conpcmsstjoni, The aoviora rutiec anu compensation
of officers,agents end or,rnio'JC.-	 sheILl be Cl xd by the rloord 1 subject
to the provisions of t::s-: by -lsv;o ti th r r)cco.c- t to co reuse tir,n for
trustees and close rol.at,1 von ofI-rust-otis

Section ii	 Reports	 The cffi COt'S 01 the Co-op shell submit 't
each annual mootirir of T1e members ro)orLs covur1ri the business of
the Co--op for the previous fiscal year,	 ucb report.,; shall sot forth
the condition of the Co-o p at the close of such fIaci) ycar,

p i'r'rcr	 viii

NOW---Pi()1i' oJ-.Jii!ruII

Section l	 Interest or jAddenus on 'iaji tal frohibi. ted0 The
Co--on shall at all times he operated on n 000'nstrati.Ve non-profit
basis for the .-iutuai benefit of its patrons	 Jo Interest or
dividends shall be paid or payable by the Co-o p on any capital
furnished by its patrons.

Section 20 Patron	 CapitalinConnectionviith_rurni sTelephon
Servie 0 Tri the furnish.5n of telepEone service the Co-opTooarations
shall, be so conducted that all patrons -111 throu.'-h their patronage
furnish ont-i tn for the Co--o p . In ordcmr- to induce patronage and to

--I



assure that the Co ;; .t. Ii epor;i ta on a na--prcli t has is the
Coop is obligated to account on a patrcnajc heels to all Its
patrons for all crnounte rece:ivod and rcocivab! e from the
furnishing of telephone service in excess of operating costs end
expenee (properly chargeable asiast the furnLeliing Of telephone
service. All such amounts in excess of operating costs and expenses
at the moment of receipt by the Co-'op are received eit.h the under
standing that they are furnished by the patrons as capital 	 Iho
Co-. op are received with the understanding that they arc furnished
by the catrons as capital. The Coop is obligated to cay by
credits to a capital account for each patron all such amounts in
excess of operating coats and expenses	 The books and records of the
Co-op shell be set up and ko-t in such a manner that at the end
of each fiscal year the amount; of ccci ta]. if any so furnished by
each patron is clearly reflected and credited in an appropriate
record to the ce'oital account of cntch patron, and the Coor
shall within a reasonable tIme after the close of the fiscal year
notify each patron of the amount of cacital so credited to his
account. All such amounts credjten to the capital account of any
patron shall have the same status as though they had been paid t
the patron in cash in pursuance of a legal obligation to do so
and the patron had then furnished the Co-op corresponding amounts
for capital,	 -.

In the event of dissolution. or :Liquidation of the Coo p , after all
outstanding indebtedness of the G000 shall have been paid, out-
standing capital credits shell be retired without priority on a pro
rata basis before any payments are made on account of nropozty rights
of members. 11' at any time prior to dissolution or l i quidation, the
Board shall dotorerine that the iirianaia.i condition of the Co,',-op
-will not be impaired thereby, the capital then credited tq patrons'
accounts may be retired in full or In part., Any such retirements
of capital shall be made in order of priority according tcr the year
in which the capital was furnisbod and credited, the capital fixst
received by the Co-o p being first ::'otiroci, In no event, however,
may any such oaoita:L be retired unless, after the pro posed retirement,
the capitalof the Co-op shall equal at least forty per centum (11o,;)
of the total assets of the Coop.

Capital credited to the account of each patron shall be assignable
only on the books of the Co-op pursuant to written instruction from
the assignor and only to successors in Interest or successors in occu-
pancy in all or a part of such	 a penises served by the Coo
unless the hoard, acting under policies of general application, shall
determine otherwise

iotcithstanding any other provision of those by-laws the doard, at
its discretion, shall have the rower at any time upon the death of
any patron, ir tme :Lcgni rerresentLItivos of his estate shall request
In writing that tl'ie caalt;al cradit.acL to any such patron he retired
prior to the tinc such capi'ca.l sould othersise be retired under 'the
provisions or those bylaua to intiru capital credited to any such
patron innnccuately upon 'iii'i terms and conditions as the Board,
acting under po:Lieics of general arplicatina, and the legal repre-
sentatives of such aton,o estate shall agree upon; provided, howo'voP
that the finanicial aondi tion of the Cc, op will not be .Lia:sire d the relay.,

The patrons of the Co-or, by dotr:Lint; with the Co-op 4, acknowledge thai;
the terts and provisions of the articles of incorporation and by-laws
shall constitute and be a canhraet between the Co-op and each patron,
and both the 0o-op and the patrons arc bound by such contract, as fully
as though each patron had individually signed a sooaral;2 instrument
containing ouch tense and erovieions. the provisions of this article
of the by-lows shall be called to 'Lbs attention of each patron of the
Co-op by postin( in a conspicuous place in the Co-op 's office.,

AflTICL:.; xx

DISPOSITION OP PROPERTY

The Co-op may not sell,, mortgage; lease or otherwise dii)sose of or
encumber all or any substantial portion of its prop erty unless
such sale, mortgage, lease or other disposition or encumbrance is
authorized at a meeting of the members thereof by the affirmative vote
of not less than 1;wo-thirds of all of the members of the Co-op, and
unless the notice of such prorosud sale, mortgage, lease or other
disoosition or encumbrance ahall have been contained In the notice



of the 'iootitg;	 OV1ded hcviavcr, that noviithstaadlnC, anythinC
herein contaiceci, the i.ouc1r. .ithout out rization by the members
thereof, shall hav e full nowor and authority to authorize the
execution and delivery of a iortry,' a or morttra[ec or a deed or deeds
of trust upon, or the iod in or oncunbering of any or all of
the oro-ert:j, assets, riiits, arivilees, licenses, franchises arid
p ornits of the Co-oa, ';hcthcr acquired or to be acquired, and were-.
ever situatod, as V..'311 as to roveouca a"cl lice o thorefro-, all
u.00n such terns and conditions as the Board shall dotoi-ni.ne. to
secure any indebtedness of the Co-op to Uri.tCd totes of •.aerica
or any Instruecatality or oancy thereof,

AHTIcL; X

S. A L

The corporate coal of the Co .-op ohal]. be in the for'n of a circle
and shall have inscribed thereon the azauo of the Co-S op end the
words "Corporate Seal, 3tata of ..ontane..

IiidJCIAL rJjj5JgrjT0j,3

Section 1	 Contract0 bxaept as otherwise provided in these
by-laws, the Board siny authorize any officer or orficars, agent or
agents to enter into any contract or oecute and deliver any
instrument in the noinc and on behalf of the Co-op, and such
authority may be gcnsi:al or confined to specific instances,

Section 2., Checks,, Drafts, etc.. An. ahosks drafts or other
orders for the paymont of nionoy and cii riotes bonds or other
evidences of indebtedness Issuad in the name of the Co-op shell be
cigried by such officer or of'f105p	 agent or agents, employee or
emp loyees of the Co-on and in such nannor as chall from time to
time be determined by resolution of the Board,,

Section 3., .!!2i	 .Ai1 funds of the Co op shall be depoci ted
from time to time to the credi of the Co--op In such bank or banks
as the Board nay selocrt,

Section L	 Chonjcinflotea. iritten notice shall be given to
the Administratov of RdA of the United Statos, of America not less
than ninety days orior to the date u pon which any pro p osed change
in the monthly rates charged by the Coop for taleohone service
becomes effective.

Section 5, aacal Yen, The fiscal year of the Co-op shall
ybegin on the first da of January of coch year arid shell end on the

thirty-first day of Locember of the same year.

ARTICL XII

Section 10	 The Co-op
shall not become a inenher of or purchase stockin any other
organization without an affirceti,ve vote of the members at a duly
held rneotin. The notice of which shall specify that action 1,3 to
be taken upon such pronosed membership or stock purchases, provided,
however, that the Co-op may upon the authorization of the Board, pur-
chase stock in or become a member of any coroorrition or organization
organized on a non-profit basis for the purpose of engaging in or
furthering the cause of area-wide ruril tj1hane service, or with the
approval of the !dninistrator of LU, of any other corporation for the
purpose of acquiring telephone facilities or assuring more adequate
telephone service to its niembers.

Section 2 Via1varofoe0 Any member or trustee iay waive in
writing any notice of a 'iesLin reuired to be given by these by-laws.
The attendance of a member or t.rustea :t tiny iectIn: shall constitute
a waiver of' ooticc of eiichneot.inL by such member or trustee, exceptill 	 a mo-iber or truto nUcill ittend ; 'aa.ng for the express
purpose of objecting to the transaction of any business on the round
that the moattnL has n.t been lawfully e::Lled or convened.

Section 3.,	 'a9fl The board shall have power



to make and adopi; such rules and regulations, not nconcstnt
with law, the articles of incorporation or thco bylat':s, as
it may deem advisable for the mnna:omest of the business and
affairs of the Coop

Section 4	 cco	 lap	 ancifleporLa. The Board shall
cause to be established and sialatained a cospicto accountin
system which, smon othor thir1Lz and subject to applicable las's
and rules and ret.;ulations of nay regulatory body, shall conform to
such accountirip; systni as may fron time to timo be dcainated
by the Administrator of TflA of the United States of America., The
Board shall also aitex the close of each fiscal year cause to be
made a full and conplote audit of the aecouaite., books and
financial condition of the 0o-op as of the end of such fiscal
year. Such audit reports shell be submitted to the members at the
nest following annual meeting.

AriTICIE, XII

AMi'JDMEIJTS

Theo by-laws may be altored amended or repealed by the affirmative
vote of two-thirds of all the members at any regular or special
meeting, provided the notice of ouch niecting shall have contained a
copy of the proposed alteration: amendment or rcpeal
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AFFIDAVIT

The undersigned, each for himself, being first duly sworn depose

and say:

That they are the citizens and residents of the State of Montana

who on the 4th day of October, 1950 filed a Statement and application

to the Secretary of State of the State of Montana to open books for

subscription to the capital stock of the Northeastern Montana Telephone

Cooperative Association, and who on the 11th day of December, 1950

filed a Report of Commissioners of Northeastern Montana Telephone

Cooperative Association to said Secretary of State both documents

being sworn to before a notary public, that said acknowledgment

does not conform substantially to the form provided in Section 14-201

revised codes of Montana 1947; that it is the desire of the under-

signed for the Secretary of State to attach and append to the docu-

ments aforesaid the proper acknowledgments submitted herewith nunc

pro tuna and that the undersigned have and do hereby affirm and

ratify the documents aforesaid and make these acknowledgments thereto

soley for the purpose aforesaid.

I-

_

STATE OF MONTANA

COUNTY OF DANIELS

On this 29th day of November, in the year 1952, before me V G

Koch, a Notary Public, personally appeared Willie Larsen, George H

Johnson and Chris Olsen, known to me to be the persons whose names

are subscribed to the within instrument, and acknowledged to me that

they executed the same

NOTARY PUBLIC for State of Montarja
Residing at Sidney, Montana, My
Commission expires Feb, 4, 19.55.

/



(Statement and ApnlicitLon)

. A -• -

/

STATE OF MONTANA

COUNTY OF DANIELS

On this 29th day of November, in the year 1952, before me V. G.

Koch, a Notary Public, personally appeared Willie Larsen, George H.

Johnson and Chris Olsen, known to me to be the persons whose names

are subscribed to the within instrument, and acknowledged to me that

they executed the same.

NOTARY PUBLIC for State of Montana.
;; L)	 Residing at Sidney, Montana, My

Commission expires Feb. 4, 19,

2



(Report of Commissioners ü NDtIaastern Montana Toieo:one Cooperative Associatj

STATE OF MONTANA

COUNTY OF DANIELS

On this 29th day of November, In the year 192, before me V. G.

Koch, a Notary Public, personally appeared Willie Larsen, George H.

Johnson and Chris Olsen, known to me to be the persons whose names

are subscribed to the within instrument, and acknowledged to me that

they executed the same.

•	 NOTARY PUBLIC for State of Montana.
Residing at Sidney, Montanan My
Commission expires Feb. t, 1955-
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AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF MONTNA

COUNTY OF DANIELS

The undersigned, each for himself, being first duly sworn de-

poses and says:

That they are all of the original subscribers to capital

stock in the Northeastern Montana Telephone Cooperative Association,

Scobey, Daniels County, Montana; that they were present in person

at a meeting of the subscribers of said cooperative, after due call

and notice, on the 21st day of October, A.D., 190 at the Daniels

County Court House, Scobey, Montana; that they participated in

the election of trustees and other matters specified in the minutes

of said meeting and particularly the adoption of the by-laws appended

to said minutes and subsequently filed with the Secretary of State,

Helena, Montana; that at said meeting as aforesaid Scobey, Daniels

County, Montana was designated as the principal place of business

and said by-laws were unanimously adopted by all of the undersigned,

being all of the subscribers to capital stock; that the designation

in Section 2 entitled "special meetings" specifying "County of

Sheridan, State of	 is a typographical error and should

read "County of Daniels, State of Montana"; that Scobey, Daniels

County, Montanas designated at the meeting as the	 incipal

place of business the statement and application notwithstanding.

That the undersigned do hereby confirm said minutes and pro-

ceedings and ratify the acts taken as aforesaid, if ratification be

G Ai^ G	 Y idh!l



'	 d

a'

STATE OF MONTANA

COUNTY OF DANIELS

Onthis 29th day of November, in the year 1952 before me, V. G.

Koch, a Notary Public, pers nally appeared George Johnson, M. A.

Lamotte, Margaret Hass, Henry Crohn, H.H. Brown, Harold B. Munson,

Willie Larson, Oscar Knutson, P.A. Sneliman, Kinley E. Boistad,

William E. Herman, Robert M. Rorvig, Francis Taruin, Harvey Wager,

Wyman Feltis, J.N. Collins, Richard Veis, Ted Skornogoski, Ernest

M. Lee, Thomas Throndson, James Shipetead, Harold Skerritt and

C. W. Rossing known to me to be the persons whose names are sub-

scribed to the within Affidavit and acknowledged to me that they

executed the same.

NOTARY PUBLIC for State of Mna.
Residing at Sidney, Montana. My
Commission expires Feb, t, 1955.
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I, Frank Murray, Secretary of State of the State of Montana,

do hereby certify that

NORTHEASTERN MONTANA TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION

a Co-Operative Association created and existing under and by

virtue of the laws of the State of Montana, has this day caused

to be filed in this office a copy of its Articles of Conversion,

amending its Articles of Incorporation in accordance with the

provisionsof Section 14-516, R.C.M. 1947, as amended by Chap-

ter 80, Laws of 1957, to effect a change in its corporate status

from that of a Co-Operative Association to that of a Co-Operative,

Non-Profit Membership Corporation as provided by the authority

of said Chapter 80, Laws of 1957.

A)

.1

WITNESS my official Signature here-

unto subscribed and the Great 'Seal

of the State of Montana, hunto

affixed this seventeenth day 	 July

in the year one thousand nine hundred

and fifty-seven.

FRANK URRAY	

,,\

Secretary of State



1
	

ARTICLES OF CONVERSION

2
	

Application is hereby made by the Northeastern Montana Telephone

8 Cooperative Association for conversic'n of incorporation under Title

4 XIV, Chapter 2, R.C.M., 1947, to incorporation under Title XIV, Chap-

5 ter 5, S.C.M., 1947, (Section 14-516) as amended and these Articles ol

6 Conversion are executed pursuant to said Title XIV, Chapter 5, S.C.M.

7 1947, (Section 14-16) as amended.

8
	 I.

9
	

The name of the corporation prior to its conversion is North-

10 eastern Montana Telephcne Cooperative Association.

11
	

II.

12
	

That the address and principal office is Scobey, Montana.

18
	

III.	 I

14
	

That the date of filing its Articles of Incorporation in the

15 office of the Secretary of State was January 16, 1951.

16
	 IV.

17
	

That the corporation was incorporatEd under Title XIV, Chapter

18 2, R.(' M. 	 19)1.7, entitled 'Cooperative AasociLltic•ns."

19
	

V.

20	 That the name of the corporation will remain Northeastern MontanE

21 Telephone Cooperative Associaticn, Inc.

22	 VI,

28	 That the corporation elects to become a cooperative, non-profit

24 membership corporation subject to Title XIV, Chapter 5, S.C.M., 1947,

25 as amended.

261	 VII.

27	 That the corporation now is a cooperative, non-profit membership

28 corporation oriranied and existing under and by virtue of the "Coop-

29 erative Associations" Act and, therefore, conversion will be auto-

30 niatic sinre it now is a cooperative, non-profit membership corpora-

i tion, but will he subject, however, to the laws promulgated and set

32 forth in Title XIV, Chapter 5, S.C.M., l J7, as amended.

V. C. KOCH
ATTORNEY AT LAW

COURT HOUSE
ROE fiSt

SIDNEY. MONTANA



This form and these Articles of Conversion having been approved

by the members of the corporation and its trustees, we, the under-

signed, affix our hand and seal of the corporation hcreto the 0z94

day

dj:­^—
A. D. 1957.

NC'RTHiASThN MONTANA TEll PHONE C OOPERATI
A3OC lAP ON

By

ATTEST:

Secretary	 —

STAE OF MONTANA
55

COUNTY OF 44(4..1 

On this Zgadav of J	 A. D. 1957, before me,i	 a Notary Public for the State of

Montana, personally appeared

	

	 And

known to me tc be the

and  respectively of the Northeastern

Montana Telephone Cooperative Association and acknowledged to me the

they executed the same on behalf of such corporation.

In Witness Whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my

Official Seal the day and year in this certificate first above

written.

Notary Publ ic f Wr the State of Monte
Residing at:	 ,
My commission expires:

-r

V. G. KOCH
ATTORNEY AT LAW

COURT HOUSE
BOX Gal

SIDNEY MONTANA	 -2-

1

2

8

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32
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AFFIDAVIT

2 STATE OF MONTANA

8 COUNTY OF

4 	being first duly sworn

5 deposes and says:

That he is the President of the hortheostern Montana Telephone

llcooperative Association who has applied for conversion of incorpora-

8 tion from Title XIV, Chapter 2, R.C.N., l°)7, to Title XIV, Chapter

5, R.C.M., 1947, as amended as evidenced by the annexed Articles of

10 Conversion. That the law pertaining to the conditions precedent to

11 conversion have been complied with in that the trustees of the cor-

12 poration a pproved the proposition for conversion on the	 day of

13 	 , A. D. 1957, and that thereafter the same was duly

14 approved by the rnemhrs by a vote of more than 2/3rds of the members

15 of the corporation voting thereon at the special mmeting of members

16 held on the	 2f('day of 	 A. U. 197.
CI

PresideTit, N	 -i tern Montanaelephoc
20	 Cooperative Association

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

A. D. 1957.
23

24	 No r'r .7 lic f r the State of Montana
Residing at:

25	 My Commission expires. 3v1'/J7

26

27

28

29

80

81

82

V. G. KOCH
ATTORNEY AT LAW

COURTHOUSE
BOX SRI

SIDNEY. MONTANA
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ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT

The following amendments to the Articles of Incorporation of

the Northeastern Montana Telephone Cooperative Association, a con-

verted cooperative corporation under title XIV, chapter 5, R.C.M.,

1947, as amended, being first approved by the Board of Trustees

and then by the members at its annual meeting held on October 26,

1957;

Section 1. Amended by deleting the name "Northeastern Montana
Telephone Cooperative Association" and inserting
the name "Nemont Telephone Cooperative, Inc."

Section 2, Amended by deleting same and inserting:
"The cooperative shall be a non-profit corpora-
tion pursuant to Title XIV, Chapter 5, R.C.M.,
19I7, as amended, entitled the Rural Electric
and Telephone Cooperative Act and anything con^
tamed in those Articles of Incorporation in con-
flict with said act is hereby expressly repealed."

Dated this,/'9^ 'day of 	 A. D. 1957.

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16
	

NEMONT TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, INC.

17

18
	

By
resident

19 TTEST:

20

21
ecrtary

22

23 STATE OF MONTANA
( ss

24 COUNTY OF	 /c

25
	

On this /'7	 day of	 , A. D. 197, before me -

26
	

a Notary Public for the State of



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

28

24

25

26

official seal the day and year in this certificate first above

written.

L
Notary Fu,blic fo' the State of Montana

(oi	 Residitj at:	
''"'	 -My Commission expireá: Jy "',

a.



AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF MONTANA
(

COUNTY OF	
53

being first duly sworn

on oath, deposes and says:

That he is the President of the Nemont Telephone Cooperative,

Inc., formerly known as the Northeastern Montana Telephone Coopera-

tive Association. That the amendments to the Articles of Incorpora-

tion of the Cooperative were first approved by the Board of Directors

and thereafter submitted to and approved by its members at an annual

meeting held in Scobey, Daniels County, Montana, on the 26th day of

October, A. D. 1957. That section 14'-12 of the Revised Codes of

the State of Montana, were duly complied with.

Dated this /'Vday of 	 A. D. 197.

NEMONT TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, INC.

By
President

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 	 day of

A. D. 1957.

//(L
Notary Public forYbhe State of Montana
Residinat: 7)7,,7ii
My Commission eI'e s:	 "7. " A'

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

1'l

18

1

2C

21

2

28

2

2

2E



APPLICATION OF FOREIGN CORPORATION FOR A

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY TO TRANSACT BUSINESS

IN NORTH DAKOTA

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE

State of North Dakota, Bismarck, N.Dak,

Northeastern Montana Telephone Cooperative Association, A Corporation

incorporated and existing under the laws of the State of Montana, in

compliance with the provisions of Chapter 10-- . 17, North Dakota Revised

Code of 19439 known as the North Dakota Foreign Corporation Act, does

hereby certify and set forth with respect to said corporation:

(1) Its name is Northeastern Montana Telephone Cooperative Association

and the state or country of organization is Montana.

• (2) It agrees to add	 Inc.	 to its name for use

in the State of North Dakota so that the name of this corporation which

It will use In the State of North Dakota is_Northeastern Montana Telephone

(onperat1ve ARsotiatton, Inc.

(3) The date of its Incorporation was January 16, 1951, and the period
of its duration is forty (to) years,

() The address of Its principal office in the state or country of

organization is Scobey, Daniels County, Montana.

(5) The address of its proposed registered office in the State of North

Dakota is	 Fortuna, North Dakota 	 ; and the name
Of its proposed resident agent in the State of North Dakota is 	 -
Gctl Wigness	 whose address is identical with that of

its proposed registered office above set forth.

(6)
It irrevocably consents to service of process upon it as set forth

in Section 10--1733 of the North Dakota Revised Code of 1943 or any
amendments thereto,

(7) The names and respective addresses of its officers and directors

are as follows:



NAME	 ADDRESS	 •	 OFFICE

Francis Tarum	 Richland, Montana	 Vice-Preside

Reuben Baerg	 Lustre, Montana	 Director

Marion LaMotte	 Scobey, Montana	 Treasurer

Richard Veis	 Scobey, Montana	 Director

Willie Larsen	 Culbertson, Montana 	 Director

Herbert Brown	 Poplar, Montana	 Director

William Herman	 Westby, Montana	 Director

(8) Its authorized aggregate number of shares having par value is 5,000

shares of the par value of 50.00 per share and its authorized aggregate

number of shares without par value is None, which authorized shares are

itemized by classes and series as follows:

Common stock No's 1 to 5000

(9) The issued or allotted aggregate number of its par value shares is

1,768 of the par value of $50.00 per share and the issued or allotted

aggregate number of its shares without par value is None, which shares

are itemized by classes and series as follows:

Common Stock (No stock has been issued at this date but stock
certificates being obtained are numbered from 1 to 5000
inclusive and will be issued consecutively as applications
therefore are obtained.)

(10) The officers executing this application for a certificate of

authority to transact business in the State of North Dakota have been

duly authorized so to do by its Board of Directors.

IN WIINESS WHEREOF, Said corporation has caused this application to

be executed by Its President and its Acting Secretary and its corporate

seal to be hereunto affixed this--_/7z(day of August, A.D., 1952.

Presiden

—Secreta

STATE OF MONTANA
) ss,

COUNTY OF RICHLAND )



A	 ( vi	 and	 , Y,	 , i
to me: personally known, who, being by me duly sworn, did say that they

are respectively the President and Acting Secretary of Northeastern

Montana Telephone Cooperative Association Incooperative Corporation, that

the seal affixed to the foregoing instrument is the corporate seal of

said corporation, and that said instrument was executed in behalf of

said corporation by authority of its Board of Directors; that they have

read the foregoing application subscribed by them and know the contents

thereof, and that the same is true of their own knowledge; and said

,4< 74 c	 and A". ,4K B,	 ' 71

acknowledge said instrument to be the free act and deed of said corp-

oration.	

2-5Te
Notary Public for State of Montana.
Residing at Sidney, Montana. My
Commission expires February ), 19.
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United States of America

I DEPARTMENT I	 OF STATE ]

'tite of Jort	 akota
To All to Whom these Presents shall Come,

I, THOMAS HALL, Secretary of State of the State of North

Dakota do hereby certify that

NOf!IHEASTERN MONT A_IPHQNCOOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION

Whose corporate name in North Dakota is

NORTHEASTERN MONTANA TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION. INC,

a corporation of the State of	 MNTANA	
, incorporated on the

.16m	 day of JAMJARY	 , 19.51__, with	 40 YEARS	 existence

therefrom, and which maintains a registered office in the State of North Dakota at

in the City of

FflRThLI_ , County of_Diyiiw_,has
duly complied with the provisions of Chapter 10-17, North Dakota Revised Code of 1943, governing Foreign
Corporations, and is authorized to do business herein with all the powers, rights, and privileges, and
subject to the limitations, duties, and restrictions which by law appertain thereto.

Jn Tvgtimonv Iftreof, I have hereunto set my hand

SEAL	 and affixed the Great Seal of the State, at the Capitol in the

	

City of Bismarck. this	 TFNm



IN? 1884

United States of America

__DEPARTMENT	 OF STATE

'tate of Portb^Dahota.
To All to Whom these Presents shall Come,

I,	 Secretary of State of the State of North

Dakota do hereby certify that

NORTHEASTERN MONTANA TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ASSOC IAT ION

A CORPORATION OF THE STATE OF MONTANA, INCORPORATED ON JANUARY 16, 1951,
WITH A FORTY YEAR EXISTENCE AND WHICH MAINTAINS A REGISTERED OFFICE IN THE
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA AT FORTUNA, AND WHICH WAS AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS
IN THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA UNDE THE NORTH DAKOTA FOREIGN CORPORATION ACT,
CHAPTER 10-17, NORTH DAKOTA REvISED CODE or 1943, HAS BY PROI'ER INSTRUMENT
FILED IN THIS OFFICE AN AMENDMENT CHANGING ITS CORPORATE NAME TO

NENONT TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, INC.

AND IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS HEREIN UNDER SUCH NAME WITH ALL
..E POWERS, RIGHTS, AND PRIVILEGES, AND SUBJECT TO THE LIMITATIONS, DUTJES

AND RESTRICTIONS WHICH BY LAW APPERTAIN THERETO.

Jn 1Jttiinonp Wtjereof, I have hereunto set my hand

and affixed the Great Seal of the State, at the Capitol in the
SEAL	 City of Bismarck, this	 FIFTH	 day of



Certificate of amendment
changing name of

NORTHEASTERN MONTANA
TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE
ASSOCIATION

to

NEMONT TELEPHONE
COOPERATIVE, INC.

STATE OF MONTANA
DEPARTMENT OF SECBFTAR y OF SIA1E

FILED FOR RECORD

19

ATJJ1	 OLQCK.J M. AND

RECORDED IN VOLUME------------------

PAGE --------------
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(Applicable to both Domestic and Foreign Corporations)

FEE $5.00

STATEMENT OF CHANGE OF REGISTERED OFFICE

OR REGISTERED AGENT, OR BOTH

OF

To the Secretary of State

of the State of North Dakota:

Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 10-19 10 or 10-2209 of the North Dakota Business Corpora-
tion Act, the undersigned corporation, organized under the laws of the State of North Dakota, submits
the following statement for the purpose of changing its registered office or its registered agent, or both,
in the State of North Dakota:

First: The name of the corporation is 1ernc.nt Ie1;oneCoopeative i_--_---------------------------

Second: The address of its present registered office is

Third: The address to which its registered office is to be changed isQdn,Jorth2kota

Fourth: The name of its present registered agent is --------

Fifth: The name of successor registered agent is Ctiol-------

Sixth: The address of its registered office and the address of the business office of its regis-
tered agent as changed will be identical.

Seventh: Such change was authorized by resolution duly adopted by its board of directors.



StateNOTARIAL SEAL

-'-
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 	 T--day o

DatedJ 194,3W.
(Exact Corporate Name)

By
(Signature of President or Vice-President)

being first duly sworn says that he is the

that he has read the foregoing application and

Francis Taruni

President

knows the contents thereof, and verily believes the statements made therein to be true.

By
(Signature of Executing Officer) 	 a.

My Commission Expires 2L2J9.
Filing Date

Secretary of State

Deputy

"Buy Dakota Maid Flour"



(Applicable to Both Domestic and Foreign Corporations)
(Profit or Non-Profit)

FEE: $5.00

STATEMENT OF CHANGE OF REGISTERED OFFICE

OR REGISTERED AGENT, OR BOTH

OF

Nernont Telephone Cooperative, Inc.

To the Secretary of State

of the State of North Dakota:

Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 10-19-10 or 10-22-09 or 10-24-09 of the North Dakota Century Code, the under-

signed corporation, organized under the laws of the State of .North Dakota ..............submits the following statement for the

purpose of changing its registered office or its registered agent, or both, in the State of North Dakota:

First: The name of the corporation is. ....... .............. ............ Nemont Telephone..CQopeative.,. Inc .................................

Second: The address of its present registered office is. ... ..........Colgan.,..Nor.th..Dakota 	 ..........................................

Third: The address to which its registered office is to be changed is. 	 Fortuna, North Dakota

Fourth: The name of its present registered agent is..... ..... ... . Otto Dahl ... .... ...................... .............................. .... .......... ..............

Fifth: The name of successor registered agent is.....................

Sixth: The address of its registered office and the address of the business office of its registered agent as changed will
be identical.

Seventh: Such change was authorized by resolution duly adopted by its board of directors.

2M-12-70	 (OVER)



F'

Dated..	 . .	 .0 .	 . 197 .L.	 Nemont Tele.phoneCooperativenc.

(Exact Corporate Name)

/	 (Sig-nature of Preside,ji or Vice.President)
/

being first duly sworn says that he is the

and that he has read the foregoing application and

knows the contents thereof, and verily believes the statements made therein to be true.

By..	 . ...y
(Signature of Executing Officer)//	(Same As Above)

Subscribed and sworn to before me this .........' ...'. day of 	
--i9	 .7 ../

I Notary Public

(NOTAAL SEAL)
	

State of	 Montana

My Commission Expires ................. 	 . 19 ...

Filing Date	 (........19/9"

..
,,-	 Secretary of State

Deputy

"Buy North Dakota Products"





SEARCH OF RECORDS REPORT

April 26, 1990

NEMONT TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, INC.
P0 BOX 600
SCOBEY, MT 59263

The follcwing is the base data on file in the Office of the
Secretary of State on NEMONT TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, INC.

Entity Type: FOREIGN COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION

State of Organization: MT

Current Status: Active

Status Date: 09/10/52

Last Annual Report Filed: 04/19/90

Last Annual Report Year: 90

Registered Agent:	 JAMES L. MOSSER

Address: P0 BOX
FORTUNA, ND
58844

Class:	 Number of Shares:	 Par:

For Reference: Darcy Schlosser	 701-224-4283
Clerk	 Phone



:•
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Pu6lic Convenience and Necessity
CertI1te No3?

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the__.
- OOnetX,iotlon and operation  	

of__________________
-------plant or systemjYR- 	-.	 North Dakota,

b Jorth.aatern Montana Telephone Cooperative	
This certificate is Issued in accordance with the report and

order of this Commission. dated___S.1953_ - --_in Case No. 	 4287	 nd is subject to the
conditions and limitations noted thereon.

TelephoneCONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said JQx1tr	 /C

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for

the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

:
I
I

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this	 -

day of 	 i913

ATTE

nfl.. inns.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

BY
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