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State of North Dakota
SECRETARY OF STATE

-	 -
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CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING

OF

SRT COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the
State of North Dakota, hereby certifies that SRT
COMMUNICATIONS, INC, a North Dakota COOPERATIVE
ASSOCIATION, was incorporated in this office on
June 19, 1990 and, according to the records of
this office as of this date, has paid all fees due
this office as required by North Dakota statutes
governing a North Dakota COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION.

ACCORDINGLY the undersigned, as such
Secretary of State, and by virtue of the authority
vested in him by law, hereby issues this
Certificate of Good Standing to

SRT COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Issued: October 20, 2000

jztlz

Alvin A. Jaeger
Secretary of State

-	 -,	 ,-



State of North Dakota
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SECRETARY OF STATE

Op OR^Vk

CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING

OF

SRT COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the
tate of North Dakota, hereby certifies that SRT
DMMUNICATIONS, INC., a North Dakota COOPERATIVE
SSOCIATION, was incorporated in this office on
une 19, 1990 and, according to the records of
his office as of this date, has paid all fees due
his office as required by North Dakota statutes
overning a North Dakota COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION.

ACCORDINGLY the undersigned, as such
Secretary of State, and by virtue of the authority
vested in him by law, hereby issues this
Certificate of Good Standing to

SRT COMMUNICATIONS, INC

Issued February 3, 2000

J-tll-

Alvin A. Jaeger
Secretary of State
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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

OF
NINOP TELEPHONE COMPANY

I, the undersigned natural person of the age of eighteen.

years or more, , acting as' iñcorporatór of. a corporation under the

North Dakota Business Corporation Act, adopt the following;

Articles of Incorporation for such corporation: V

V 	

- ARTICLE-1	
V 	

V 	 V

V

':The ' name of said corporation shall be: Minot Telephone

Company.	
V	

V 	

V 	 -

V 	 V 	

V 	

ARTICLE II

,'The registered office of the.corporation shall-be 316 North

5th , Streot, P. o. Box 1695? Bismarck, North Dakota and the name

of ,'the initial ' registered agent at such address is Daniel Kuntz.

Either registered office or the registered agent may be changed

in the rnannCrprovideci by law. 	
V

V 	

V 	

ARTICLE TII

V 

The aggregate number of shares which' the corporation shall,.

have authority to issue .shall . be 1,000 shares of one cent par- 
V

value which shares shall be designated common stock. V,.NO share

shall be issued until it has been paid for and it shall thereafter

be V non-assessable.	 The total authorized capitalization is

$50,000.00. 
V 	

, 	 : 	

V	

V

V 	
V•	 ' 	

V 	 ARTCLE IV	

V	

: 	

V

:Thenatne of each incorporator is as follows: 
V

Natie	 Address
Daniel S. Kuntz	 V 	 316 North Fifth Street; J

V 	 Bisxnarck, ND 58501

I.T

VVV

SMITH	
V 	 V

Nt)	 '.	 .	 V	
V

V 	

V

V



.	 ..	 -p /

ARTICLE V.

The purposes for which the corporation are organized are

(a) To have all general business powers which a corporation
i allot7ed by law to have including, but not limited to,
the.' fol.L '.rq powers

(1) To acquire real and personal property, or either,
by purchase, lease, or othertn.se

(2) To mortgage, sell, transfer, lease and assign real
and personal - property, or either

• 7 (3) To-do and perform any and all acts that may be
necessary, proper and expedient in the successful
conduct of the corporation and its affairs.

(4) To carry on any and all other acts to carry out the
pow.rs enumerated in North Dakota Century ode §10-
19.1-2C, or any successor tatute

ARTICLE VI

Tie number of directors constituting an initial board of

directors of the corporation is three; the names and addresses of
the persons who are to serve as directors until the first annual

meeting of the shareholders, or until their successors are elected

;--.	 and qualifiëd, are as follows:
• •
	 Name

David C Mitchell

John K Purcell

Address -

180 S. Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY 14646-0700

180 S. Clinton Avenue
Rochester. NY . 14646-0700

Fredec} R Pestorius	 180 S Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY 14646-0700

'1 \ ARTICLE 'VIII,

The board of directors of the corporation, at 'a meeting duly

called for such purpose, shall fix and determine the consideration

to be received for the shires of the corporation by a majority

vote.-

ZUGER KnMIs	 2
.BoL!jSKE &SMInI 	 ..-	 '..	 •
- Dtwcic N.D.

-	 .	 .•

................

--------------------------

.	 •	 •	 .	 .:.:	 •.	 -	 •-.	 •-.	 .:...........................
— -.	 ---------.J	 -------------.	 -	 •	 _A..L	 -I-	 —



•	 'c_1--	 -	 ..
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•	 •	 ••	 ARTICLE VIII

Any board of directors action, other than an action

requiring shareholder approval, may be taken by written action

signed by a number of directors that would be required to take the

same action at a meeting of the board at which all directors were

present

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the above-named incorporator signed these

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION this /'day of Julie, 1990.

	

V	

• 	

•.DaneT S. Kuntz'

ar arts ds}.

flIE OF NORTH DAiOTA	 V

V	

V 	 DMC,'t ofStt .	 V

r (Jfcr r:oJLl

I

V 	 •. 	

V 	

V 	
V 	 V	

V	 . 	 V

V 	 -

ZUGEIL KInM!s.	 .	 VV	

V,	

V

BdLINSKE & SMITH

V

BISVATIce, N.D.	
V	 ',	 V 	

V

8.O2	 V 	

V

	

V 	

V 	 V 	
-

V	
V 	

V 	 -

V 	

V 	

V•

--r-- - 	 _
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STATEMENT OF CONSENT TO-SERVE AS REGISTERED AGENT 	 .

To the Secreury ci State.
State of North Dakota 	 File No 

To be flied by Oomestir , id Foreign Business Corporations.
File . upIlcate orig!na	 "0 copIes, both bearing original signatures.)
Filing fee $1000

• *kA-kAAAAA-kA-AAAAA*A**A***t*

Complete this section If there Ittered 	 tie an individual

Daniel S Kuntz	 , hereby accept the appointment to serve

	

'	 (Print legibly or type)
in the capacity of registered agent for the corporation known as - Minot Telephone Company

(Exact corporate name)

June 19,	 ,19 90
	(Month, Day, Q Year)	 .	 .

(Signature of fegtere

-	 *A*k*-AA-A-AAAAAAAAA,IAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA*AkAJA AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAkA***AAAAAA..AAALkUA.1A*k*A***AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Complete this section lithe registered agent Is a corporation

I,	 - being the	 of
(Print legibly or ty pe)	 ,	 (Title)	 .

,hereby accept on behalf of
(Exact corporate name)

--	 , the appointment to serve in the
(Exact corporate name)	 -

capacity of registered agent for the corporation known as

-	 (Exact corporate name)

19_

	

(Month, Day, a Year)	 .	 .	 .	 . .
(Ex ct corporate name of corporation acting as agent)

By	 )
(5!gnatute of corporate officer) 	 -

(Title)	 -	 -	 -

This filing Is pursuant to Sec. 10.19.1-h,, c. 10-22-06. and Sec. 10 .22.00. .O.C.C.	 .	 . X.

Filing Oats:	 ( 	 195>0,.
0___	

..

	

•	 -:	 .	 •
fleceipt No. •	 •- -•	 -.--- ...-	 •	 .

9

-.	 •-	 I
- '--r----- -----.



I
P c'st30 and rcrcigr Bupriess Corperti,rs - ree 510 OtI	 file No. '-1 $cIc_)

• .Domestic ,  nncl foreign P:orroril Corportflons- roe 510.09 .

	

•	 . STATEMENT OF CHANGE OF REGISTERED OFFICE dkREGISTERED' AGENT, OR BOTH

' rile dup3iete 0:igin23. -(Two copies, both'beo-Sng original Sigfl2turcO.)	 .

To the Secretary of State

	

•	 State of :orth Dakota

Pursuant to theprovisions of Sections 10-19.1-16 or 10-22-09 of the orth
DakoCa Business Corporation Act, br 10-24-09 or 10-27-09 of the North Dakota

• Nonprofit Corporation act, the undersigned corporation,. organi2ed under the

	

•	 . laws of the State of North Dakota. or authorized to do business in the State of
I:	 I North Dakota, submits the following statement for the purpose of changing its

registered office or its registered agent, or both, in the State of North
Dakota:.	 .	 .

1	 Ihe name of the corporation is Minot Telephone Company '

2. The present address of record of the registered office is: 316 N. 5th

Street. • I'O flex 1095, Hi sma rck. NI) 5S502

3. The address of the ne: registered office is:_ 24 Second ?wenue SE. -

1 10 I3o\ 7S9 'Itnot M) SS702

	

(Cop]cte street odrcso required.	 past O!(JCC box nucr, cry be odded.)

A. Thepresent name of record as registered agent: Daniel Kuntz-

5'  The name of successor registered agent is Exide II Selland

6 The address of its registered office and the address of the business office
. of its registered agent as changed will be identical.

7 Such change as authorizdby resolution duly ad 'pted by its board of direc-
tors.	 .

The undersigned has read the foregoing and knows the contents thereof and
• - verily believes the statements made therein to be true.

J - .	 .

'C.

•	 .

Dated	 IolnLIl 2.S	 , 1991
•	 .	

-

-.	 . .	 E 13 Selland
-.	 .	 .	 • .	 .	 •	 .	 (Sigrture rind litlè) • President

riling Date	 )	 - t 	 19H1

Secretory of Stote

Peceipt II

_____ 2.:

3SE	 rF

.:.:..•.,-.-



STATEMENTOFCONSENTTOSERVEASARE r,1STEREDAGENT	 - —\ CCV 1'

&	 SM 7074, 102-891
SECRETARYOFSTATE	

:'	
FILEHO	 ')j ) 1 <JC(.)•	 :

-	 INSTRUCTIONS
This Statement of Consent is to be filed by both Foreign and Domestic corporations. Print legibly or typo.

-	 £il duplicate originals (two copes both th original signatures)

sttho Secretary of State
State Capitol
Bismarck, ND 58505	 Filinc

IF REGISTERED AGENT IS AN INDIVIDUAL COMPLETE THIS SECTION
some of Registered Agent 	 -	 Date

E II .Sclland	 -	 02/2S/91

for the Corporation of (Use exact corporate name) .
Minot Telephone Compins

Fee $10.00

I accept the appointment to serve in the capacity of registered agent for the above corporation.

I.

Signature ofRegistered Agent -

	

•	 :,	 ------- -

-

	

	 __.-..-...._	 .t-.
IF REGISTERED AGENT 15  CORPORATION - COMPLETE THIS SECTION'
(The incorDoratina o au * 	corr,oraion cannot serve as its ov.n aoent.)

	

:-	 -	 Person Signing statcrnent 	 Thlc	 Date

,:anuc of Corporate Registered .gent (Use exact corporate name) 	 V

	

:.: 	 . To represent the Corporation of (Use exact corpotc- name) 	 -	 V

On behalf of the co pa ation named above as Corporate Registered Agent
I accept this appoin nen to'	 e in the capacity of registered agent

V 	 . 	 V

I V.	 •_•

V 	 V
	

Signed for corporation acting asagent

S 	

• SECRETARY OF STATE USE ONLY

Filing Date	 -	
-	 V-f

i:	 ••-V	 •V•,••

	 V 	

-

Secretary 015 ate

'V

It
FiECEIPTIJO:	 •	 •	

.

V 	

.-

V'



	

Filing Fee - $10.00	
ID No. 5,578,500

File No. 0

SE? 13324"'417
	

Filed:	 -j—;7J

STATEMENT OF CHANGE OF REGISTERED OFFICE OR REGISTERED AGENT, OR BOTH

To the Secretary of State
State of North Dakota

Pursuant to the provisions of sections 10-19.1-16 or 10-22-09 of the North
Dakota Business Corporation Act, or 10-24-09 or 10-27-09 of the North Dakota

Nonprofit Corporation Act, the undersigned corporation, organized under the laws of
the State of North Dakota or authorized to do business in the State of North Dakota,
submits the following statement for the purpose of changing its regietered office or

its registered agent, or both, in the State of North Dakota:

1. The name of the corporation is:

MINOT TELEPHONE COMPANY

2. The present address of record of the registered office is:

24 2ND AVE SE P0 BOX 789 MINOT ND, 58702

3. The address of the new registered office is:

24 2nd Ave SE P0 Box 789 Minot ND, 58702

(complete street or rural address, city, state and zip coda is required. A p0 box number may be added.)

Does this adds also serve as the principal place of business? Yes 	 No

4. The present name of record as registered agent:

ERNIE B SELLAND

5. The name of successor registered agent is:

Randall A. Burckhard

6. The address of its registered office and the address of the business office of
its registered agent as changed will be identical.

7. Such change was authorized by resolution duly adopted by its board of directors.

The undersigned has read the foregoing and knows the contents thereof and verily
believes the statements made therein to be true.

Dated:	 August 27	 , 1993

(Signature and Title)



REGISTERED AGENT11 ii CONSENT TO SERVE
SECRETARY OF STATE
SFN 7974 (7.93)

RECEIVED

SEP (111993

ID If

Approved

By

See. of State

1. FILING FEE: $10.00
SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR RUNG AND MAILING INSTRUCTIONS

2. Nane of the Corporation or U,,ted Llnb9ty Company for Which the Registered Agent is to Serve

Minor Telephone Company

3. Name of the Registered Agent

Randall. A. Burckhard

to An Individual North Dakota Resident
O A Corporation	 01_58_82o A Umited Liability Company

The designated regletored agent hereby consents to eat in that capacity for the above named corporation or limited liability company
removed or resignation Is submitted in accordance with North Dakota statutes.

421Ide	 August. 27, 1993
Signature of RegMered Agent	 Oat.



Domestic and Foreign Business Corporations - Fee $10.00
	

File No.	 -Lx.)

I 'Domestic and Foreign Nonprofit Corporations - Foe $5.00
I ,l
'1•

STATEMENT OF CHANGE OF REGISTERED OFFICE OR REGIS1RED AGENT, OR BOTH

File duplicate originals. -(Two copies,th e i'g4r hi1nMigrwt 9ep. )
..tt	 U	 'J J

To the Secretary of Sta,te

State of North Dakota

Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 10-19.1-16 or 10-22-09 of the North
Dakota Business Corporation Act, or 10-24-09 or 10-27-09 of the North Dakota
Nonprofit Corporation Act, the undersigned corporation, organized under the
laws of the State of North Dakota or authorized to do business in the State of
North Dakota, submits the following statement for the purpose of changing its
registered office or its registered agent, or both, in the State of North
Dakota:

1. The name of the corporation is	 Minot Telephone Company

2. The present address of record of the registered office is:24 - 2nd

Avenue SE, P.O. Box 789, Minot, ND 58702

3. The address of the new registered office is:3615 North Broadway,

P.O. Box 2027, Minot, ND 58702-2027
(Complete street address required. A post allies box number may be added.)

4. The present name of record as registered agent; Randall A. Burckhard

5. The name of successor registered agent is:Warren Hight

6. The address of its registered office and the address of the business office
of its registered agent as changed will be identical.

7. Such change was authorized by resolution duly adopted by its board of direc-
tors.

The undersigned has read the foregoing and knows the contents thereof and
verily believes the statements made therein to be true.

Dated:	 June 1	 , 1994

Filing Date	 ____, 19

6Y4	
Filed fly:

Receipt L

MINOT TELEPHONE COMPANY

BW
(Signature ak 'd title)

Its	 President



C!,
STATEMENT OF CONSENT TO SERVE
AS REGISTERED AGENT
SECRETARY OF STATE
SFN79746-S1)

1. FiliNG FEE: $10.00

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR HUNG AND MALUIG INSTRUCTIONS

1arn. of the CorporatLon for Which the Registered Agent I. to $.rvs
Minot Telephone Company

Name of the Regst.red Agent Warren Might

Thji.tered Agent Ia (Check Onel	
SocêM g.utIty1Fsdor1 Number of Registered

	

( An Individual North Dakota Resident	 5 01-	 - 767

0 A Corporation

T 
delOnatod ,.glst.red agent hereby COneOMB to sot hi that o.p&ãty for lb. above named corporation until removed

 or

In accordance with North Dakota atetutel.

/	 ft	 '1
6/1/94

Oat.



5s7P SO)

ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT	
4

OF
MINOT TELEPHONE COMPA 21 S 4 S 8

4

6

7

8

9

Jo

II

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

At a meeting of the sole shareholder and board of

directors of Minot Telephone Company held on the 22nd day of

June, 1994, the following amendment to the Articles of

Incorporation was adopted:

ARTICLE-I

The name of said corporation shall be:
SRT Communications, Inc.

Minot Telephone Company has issued and outstanding 100

shares of capital stock, of one class only.

The amendment set forth above was approved by unanimous

vote of the capital stock of the corporation.

ClaytovT

Marvin Thom,Thom, Secretary

The above Articles of Amendment accurately and

truthfully set forth the action of the sole stockholder of

Minot Telephone Company by a written consent dated the 22nd

day of June, 1994, as recorded in the minutes of Minot

Telephone Company.	 -

PRINGLE & HERIGSTAO, P.0
P.0. 8ox 1000

MIlOT, NOR 11 DAKOTA 5 19 702

M.$bby, Notary PUDI1C
For-tiie State of North Dakota
)1commission expires: 07-15-2000

FILED_(I__19 Y
-A^^

1TARATES

-
Marvin Thom, Secretary

SUBSCRIBED AND
	 W-t--o ^bef e me this 20th day of

July, 1994.



TRADE NAME
REGISTRATION
SECRETARY OF STATE
SFN 13401 (9-93)

JUL 21 4 b	 3 S

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR FEES, FILING AND MAILING INSTRUCTIONS

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
ID#

wO#

Approved By

Filed	 4' 9' By

Expiration Data *c)J qq
1. FILING FEE $25.00

Ave Year Duration

Forreference, sea North Dakota Century Code, Chapter 47-25.

2. Trade Name Minot Telephone Company

3. The nature of the business transacted (in detail)

Telecommunications and related lines of business.

4. Trade Name is used and owned by (select one)
C] Individual 	 Corporation incorporated in state of 	 North Dakota

o Husband & Wife	 0 Limited Liability Company organized in state of

o Other- Define (See Instructions)

5. Telephone I of owner (701)	 838-9880

6. The owner(s), their Social Security/Federal ID I, and the addresses of their principal places of business
COMPLETE ADDRESS

NAME

QC)
SRT Communications, Inc.

SOCIAL
SECURITY!

FEDERAL ID I

45-0418249

Street/RR	 P0 Box	 City	 State	 Zip Code
24 - 2nd Ave. SE,
P.O. Box 789	 Minot ND 58702

7. I (we), a (the) owner(s), say that I (we) 
have read the foregoing registration, know the contents thereof, and believe the statements made thereon

to be true.

SRT COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

/7)r
Signature	 Da
Warren L. Right,
General Manager

Signature	 Date



julli16

p.'

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

ID #	 5,155,500

Expiration of Current Certificate

8/01/99

WO #

Filed	 ExpirationI,
Approved By	 Filed By

1. FILING FEE $25.00
Five Year Duration

1aX at

TRADE NAME
RENEWAL

.. ' SECRETARY OF STATE
•	 SFN 19484(11-93)

SRT COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
3615 N BDWY
MINOT, ND 58702-2027

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR FEES, FILING AND MAILING INSTRUCTIONS

For reference, see North Dakota Century Code, Section 47-25-04.

2. Trade Name as registered with the Secretary of State

MINOT TELEPHONE C014PAI4Y

3. The ID #(s) assigned to the owner(s) by the Secretary of State, the names of the owner(s), their Social Security/Federal ID # and the

addresses of their principal places of business

SOCIAL	 COMPLETE ADDRESS

SECURITY/

NAME	 FEDERAL ID #	 Street/RR	 PD Box	 City	 State	 Zip Code

5,578,500	 SRT COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

45-0418249	 3615 N Bdvy TO Box 2027 Minot	 ND	 58702

BEGD IN ACCTS

\P 2 4 199

SOT

4. Trade Name is used and owned by (select one)

Individual	 (x) Corporation incorporated in state of North Dakota
Husband & Wife	 ( ) Limited Liability Company organized in state of

)Other - Define (See Instructions)

5. Telephone # of owner	 Toll-Free Telephone #

(701) 858-1200	 1-800-737-9131
6. The nature of the business transacted (in detail)

Tel ecornninications Services

7. I (we), a (the) owner(s), say that I (we) have read the foregoing renewal, know the contents thereof, and believe the statements made thereon to

be true.

//J	 I
nature	 Date	 Signature	 Date



: I State of North Dakota
%0:?X

SECRETARY OF STATE

CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING

OF

SRT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 	 V

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the
State of North Dakota, hereby certifies that SRT
COMMUNICATIONS, INC., a North Dakota BUSINESS

r i	 CORPORATION, was incorporated in this office on
June 19, 1990 and, according to the records of
this office as of this date, has paid all fees due
this office as required by North Dakota statutes
governing a North Dakota BUSINESS CORPORATION

ACCORDINGLY the undersigned, as such
Secretary of State, and by virtue of the authority
vested in him by law, hereby issues this

(,t	 Certificate of Good Standing to
1

SRT COMMUNICATIONS, INC

Issued July 21, 1999

Alvin A Jaeger
Secretary of State

(I

;•<	 -..
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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF

T1INOT_TELEPHONE COMPANY

I, the undersigned natural person of the age of eighteen

years or more, acting as incorporator of a corporation under the

North Dakota Business Corporation Act, adopt the following.

Articles of Incorporation for such corporation:

ARPICTE I

The name of said corporation shall be: Minot Telephone

Company.

LII

ARTICLE_I	 -

The registered office of the corporation shall be 316 North

5th Street, P. o. Box 1695, Bismarck, North Dakota and the name

of the initial registered agent at such address is Daniel Kuntz.

Either registered office or the registered agent may be changed

in the manner provided by law.

ARTICLE III

The aggregate number of shares which the corporation shall

have authority to issue shall be 1,000 shares of one cent par.

value, which shares shall be designated common stock. No share

shall be issued until it has been paid for and it shall thereafter

be non-assessable.	 The total authorized capitalization is

$50,000.00.

ARTICLE 117

• The name of each incorporator is as follows:

Name	 Address
-	 Daniel S. Kuntz	 316 North Fifth Street

•	 Bismarck, ND 58501

ZUE, KInMS.
BOUNSKE & SMITH -

Uis!.'nc, N.D.

-

• U

I
w



ARTICLE V

The purposes for which the corporation are organized are:

•"

i1

•	 Z(JGEfl. KIRMIS,
• '	 3OLINSKE & SMITH

N.D.

• ••	
':

(a) To have all general business powers which a corporation
is allowed by law to have including, but not limited to,
the following powers:

(1) To acquire real and personal property, or either,
by purchase, lease, or otherwise.

(2) To mortgage, sell, transfer, lease and assign real
and personal property, or either.

(3) To do and perform any and all acts that may be
necessary, proper and expedient in the successful
conduct of the corporation and its affairs.

(4) To carry on any and all other acts to carry out the
powers enumerated in North Dakota Century Code §10-
19.1-26, or any successor tatute.

ARTICLE VI

'The number of directors constituting an initial' board of

directors of the corporation is three; the names and addresses of

the persons who are to serve as directors until the first annual

meeting of the shareholders, or until their successors are elected

and qualified,' are as follows:

Name '	 -'	 Address

David C. Mitchell	 180 S. Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY 14646-0700

John K. Purcell 	 180 S. Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY - 14646-0700

Frederick R. Pestorius 	 180 S. Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY 14646-0700

•	
•	 ARTICLE VIT A	-

- The board of directors of the corporation, at  meeting duly.

called for such purpose, shall fix and determine the consideration

to be: received for the shares of the corporation by a majority

vote.



/1/

\PTICLE VIII

\nv board Of directors' action, other than an action

requiring shareholder approval, nay be taken by written action'

signed by a number of directors that would be required to take the

sane action at a meeting of the board at which all directors were

present.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the above-named incorporator signed these

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION this /. c day of Juiie, 1990.

-	 •
Dan±e1 S. Kuntz'

ar:arts.dsk

SijE Q f'JOTH DO
Olt

V.

	 p
ZuGn, KInM1s,	 3
OLINSE SMITH

B1S.tA1ICP. N.D.

k^:	 S8502

•	 I

	

••	 • 	

'.•



By
(Sl,ature of cor p orate aifleer)

(1111e)	 S11

,	 'S	
SS

-

/	 STATEMENT OP CONSENT TO SERVE AS REGISTERED AGENT

TO the Sccrrtary Ct State.	 •. c.

State of Nolth oote	 File No.

To be Meet by Domett: andFrcln Outlecte Corporations.

File upI!cate orl;tnals . (Two copies, both bearing original signatures.)

Filln f	 .

Complete thTe tectton If the rcliterad agent Is an Inctieldual.

Daniel S. Kuntz hereby accept the appointmenttoserve
(Print telbIy or type)

in the capacity of registered agent for the corporation 	 Telephone Comanv

(Exac t corporate narre)

June 10,

(Month, Day. a Year)	 -.	 _'

(Slnature of rctttc,e.aEñt)
--	 )

.	 ---S

Complete this sccticn If the rclttcrrd acnt Is a corporation.

•	 I, _________________________________________ ,being theof
(Pant legibly or type)	 (Title)

hereby accept on behalf of
(Exact corporate r.3-nc)

the appointment to serve in the
(Exact corporate name)

capacity of registered agent for the corporation known as

(Exact Corporate name)

----- p 19_
tMo'th. 03y, a Year)

corporate  name of corporation acting as agent)

• This filInv Is pur;ut to Sec. 10.19.1-IS. Sec. 10 . 2 .c'G.and Sec. 10-22 .09, t,D.C.C.
• 	 ..	 S	 . 	 S

q

<::'	
FIlTu Date:	 £'	 ( F	 .c17i

Cy

neceipt no.

..SSjI
S.

S	 -.



U -td	 Cpr	 tø

	

- te $10 0	 rile 	 i

-•	 0itie nnt rereigi nomprorit Corpocrvvtimv - rue $10JM

STATF.ME r OFCHANGE OF REc.ISTERED OFFICE d j EG1STERED AGENT, OR BOTH

rile dup1 ea'e oen	 -(hr, cec, bot')+cn.-Sng crivnoI 	 tnttjrc )

To -the Secretary of Stat

State of Vorth.D2kota

F'ursuzmt. to the provisions of Sections 10-19.1-16 or 10-22-09 of the North
Dakota Business Corporation Act, br 10-21-09 or 10-27-09 of the worth Dakota
Nonprofit Corporation Act, the undersigned corporation, - organized under the
ls of the State of North Dakota. or authorired to do business in the State of
North Dakota, submits the following staterent. for the purpose of changing its
registered office or its registered agent, or both, in th State of North
Dakota:.

1.

	

7he name of the corp 	 tion is Minot Telephone Company

• :	 2. The present address of record of the registered office is: 16 N. 5th

wt. P0 Box 16 '),S  Ii '	 ck \I) 58502

•	 3. The address of the new recistered office is:'24 Second Aventic SE.

11 10 Bo 789 'Iuiot \i) SS702

	

(Co]te street	 re5s required. A post office t,c nuer may be edded.)

• 4. Thepresentname of record a registered agent.: Daniel Kuntz

5.. The name of successor registered agent is 	 1 11 1,nic It Selland

6 The address of its registered office and the address of the business office
of its registered agent as changed will be identical

7 Such change tas authori2€d by resolution duly adopted by its board of three-
tors.

The undersigned -has read the foregoing and knows, the contents thereof and • 	 •. -
- verily b]icvs the statements made therein to be true. 	 - -

Dated	 , 1991

I B Selland

(Signature ond hUe) Pt esident

Fi]ing Dote	 ) 1.19
-.--	 --	 :•	 -	 •	 ••-'-.

-	
'iled B>	 '-

vrretn rS of Stote

Pecoipt ii	 t(	 t (	 --

LEO 17 PI	 7,17 r



STATE MENTOF CONSENT TO SERVE ASARESTERED AGENT	 ç
S '797

taft	SECRETARtOFSTATE	 FIL NO.

.4	 INSTRUCTIONS	 2

This Statement of Consent is to bafiled byb3th Forcign and Domestic corporations. Print 1eoib?y or typeS
File dupicate ori;ina!s (tvo copcs both with ognsionatures).	 5•	
smo Secretary of State 	 -

State Capitol
Bisrnarck,ND 58505	 Filing Fee $10.00

-	 S	 ----r,a

IF REGISTERED AGENT ISAN INDIVIDUAL . COMPLETE THIS SECTION
Name of Registered .gent

E 13 Seliand	 .	 02/28/91
For the Corporation of (Use exact corporate name)

•	
I 1inot Telephone Company

I	
I accept the appoin t ment to serve in the capacity of registered agent for the above corporation.

-	 -	 -

Signature of RegisteredAgent-. ,

--

.-	 .
IF REGISTERED AGENT IS A CORPORATION . COMPLETE THIS SECTION
(The incororatinc or uhoriin cororaton cannot serve as its' own aaent.)

•	 Person .cignin; Statement	 TitleDate
H	 -

•f.anie of Corporate egsttrcd Agent (Use exact corporate name 	 •.

To Represent the Corporation of (Use exact corporate name)

On behalf of the corporation named above as Corporate Registered Agent.
I accept this appointment to serve in the capacity of registered agent

Signed for corporation acting as agent

-	 _•-'5---_'w___	 __________________________________

SECRETARY OF STATE USE ONLY

•	 -	 .	 :.	 ..

Secretary of State

RrtIPTNO:

r 0	 0.

5-

N	 5--	 •*	 -	 t	 N	 N	 -



	

Filing Fee - $10.00	
ID No. 5,578,500

File No. 0

SE? 13324"477	 Filed:	 j7J
STATEMENT OF CHANGE OF REGISTERED OFFICE OR REGISTERED AGENT, OR BOTH

To the secretary of State
State of North Dakota

Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 10-19.1-16 or 10-22-09 of the North
Dakota Business Corporation Act, or 10-24-09 or 10-27-09 of the North Dakota
Nonprofit Corporation Act, the undersigned corporation, organized under the laws of
the State of North Dakota or authorized to do business in the State of North Dakota,
submits the following statement for the purpose of changing its registered office or
its registered agent, or both, in the State of North Dakota:

1. The name of the corporation is:

HINOT TELEPHONE COMPANY

2. The present address of record of the registered office is:

24 2ND AVE SE P0 BOX 789 MINOT ND, 58702

3. The address of the new registered office is:

24 2nd Ave SE P0 Box 789 Minot. ND, 58702
(Complete street or rural address, city, state and zip code is required. A p0 box riciriber may be added,)

Does this address also serve as the principal place of busthess? Yes 	 No

4. The present name of record as registered agent:

ERNIE B SELLAND

5. The name of successor registered agent is:

Randall A. Burckhard

6. The address of its registered office and the address of the business office of
its registered agent as changed will be identical.

7. Such change was authorized by resolution duly adopted by its board of directors.

The undersigned has read the foregoing and knows the contents thereof and verily

believes the statements made therein to be true.

Dated:	 August 27	 , 1993

44W '? 4viva6z-
(Signature and Title)



REGISTERED AGENT
)1 CONSENT TO SERVE

SECRETARY OF STATE
SF14 7974 (793)

RECEIVED

SEP 01 1993

Sec. of State

rurt ui-ri'..c uc y
ID# f575

iwO,

Approved By

Filed	
-	

By

1. FILING FEE: $10.00
SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR HUNG AND MAILING INSTRUCTIONS

2. Name of the Corporation or Unted LIabIty Company for Which the Registered Agent is to Serve

Minot Telephone Company
3. Name of the Registered Agent

Randall. A. Burckhard

An Individual North Dakota Resident
U A Corporation
o A limited liability Company

The designated regletorad agent hereby consents to act in that capacity for the above named corporation or limited liability company
removed or resignation Is submitted in accordance with North Dakota statutes.

4L1I4	 August 27, 1993

Signature of Registered Agent	 Date



•	
,	 Domestic and Foreign Business Corporations - Fee $10.00

	
File Na.	 LX)

/'	 I 'Domestic and Foreign Nonprofit Corporations - Fee $5.00

.1	 4
STATEMENT OF CHANCE OF REGISTERED OFFICE OR REGIRED AGENT, OR BOTH

File duplicate originals. -(Two copies,lith	 lat Bignatu1ea.
j tJ1	 .J	 •J •-' r

To the Secretary of State

State of North Dakota

Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 10-19.1-16 or 10-22-09 of the North
Dakota Business Corporation Act, or 10-24-09 or 10-27-09 of the North Dakota
Nonprofit Corporation Act, the undersigned corporation, organized under the
laws of the State of North Dakota or authorized to do business in the State of
North Dakota, submits the following statement for the purpose of changing its
registered office or its registered agent, or both, in the State or North
Dakota;

1. The name of the corporation is 	 Minot Telephone Company

2. The present address of record of the registered office is:24 - 2nd

Avenue SE, P.O. Box 789, Minot, ND 58702

3. The address of the new registered office is , 3615 North Broadway,

P.O. Box 2027, Minot, ND 58702-2027

(Complete street address required. A post office box number may be added.)

4. The present name of record as registered agent; Randall A. Burckhard

5. The name of successor registered agent is:	 Warren Hight

6. The address of its registered office and the address of the business office
of its registered agent as changed will be identical.

7. Such change was authorized by resolution duly adopted by its board of direc-
tors.

The undersigned has read the foregoing and knows the contents thereof and
verily believes the statements made therein to be true.

Dated:	 June 1	 , 1994

Filing Date	 6,	 19-'

riled By: /2-

MINOT TELEPHONE COMPANY

By	 /
,/,.'-(Signature

,
Signature	 d it1e)

Its	 President

Receipt a___________________________



STATEMENT OF CONSENT TO SERVE

fL;y AS REGISTERED AGENT
SECRETARY OF STATE

-	 4	 SFN7974(-Sl)

1. RUNG FEE: $10.00

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR RUNG AND MALING INSTRUCTIONS
Tst,red Agent is to $.rv.

Minot Telephone Comp.fly

Warren Hight

An Individual North Dakota RskIeflt 	
1
	

501-52-5767
a A Corporation

agent bateby 00050MB to sot ii that cepasity br Ui. above named corporation until removed
4. The designated registered 

	 or

In accordance with North Dakota statutli.

6/1/94
Dote
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ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT	
4

1INOT TELEPHONE COMPA 21 S 4 5 8

4

6

7

8

9

10

II

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

At a meeting of the sole shareholder and board of

directors of Minot Telephone Company held on the 22nd day of

June, 1994, the following amendment to the Articles of

Incorporation was adopted:

ARTICLE I

The name of said corporation shall be:
5RT Communications, Inc.

Minot Telephone Company has issued and outstanding 100

shares of capital stock, of one class only.

The amendment set forth above was approved by unanimous

vote of the capital stock of the corporation.

iey,sinf

/	 &------
Marvin Thom, Secretary -

The above Articles of Amendment accurately and

truthfully set forth the action of the sole stockholder of

Minot Telephone Company by a written consent dated the 22nd

day of June, 1994, as recorded in the minutes of Minot

Telephone Company.	 J71 1—--'
arvin Thom, Secretary

me this 20th day ofSUBSCRIBED AND
July, 1994.

PRINGL.E & HERIGSTAD, P.C.

P.O.OX 1000
MI . OT, Nur DAKOTA 156702

4n M. Stby, Notary Punhic
Fo.-t111 State of North Dakota
j f commission expires: 07-15-2000

FILED— 

(çTb]__19 9,I

1TARATh





NORTH DAKOTA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
CORFORTATE NAMrYADTFRDTR WFICE OT TrL.RATARY OF STATE

Generated September 21 1994 at 12:14 PM

TYPE OF CHANGE	 DATE	 TIME
AR1F ME	 -	 4OP	 1742	 fl'T IH	 Ifl1	 -

X MN X

NEW SCANNERS., INC
XMNX

TYPE OF CHANGE	 DATE	 TIME

	

4%W9	 I17 OLD	 TF
X MN Y

NEW RCI LONG DISTANCE S INC
ROCHESTER NY 14646

CURRENT SRI COMMUNICATIONS 5 INC
MINOT ND 58702-078

TYPE OF CHANGE	 DATE	 TIME
CPANXffr19TDI -7757,T9O

MINOT ND 58702-0789

NEW MINOT TELEPHONE COMPANY
MINOT ND 58782-8789

TYPE OF CHANGE	 DATE	 TIME
94871

NEW 948881

	

TYPE OF CHANGEDATE	 TIME
TiU	

- ....-- ... ......... -
	 71 	 2rTff	 LD	 TTW	

--

NEW ACTIVE

CURRENT TEL-SAVE., INC
PHILADELPHIA PA 19123

TYPE OF L:HANGE	 DATE	 TIME 
TAT US	 T%8	

----- . - ...... ........ ............. --.--

NEW NOT GOOD STANDINGS

TYPE OF CHANGE	 DATE	 TIME

	

-...................947r
	 r44f	 Dl	

.. ...._.___...

NEW ACTIVE

CLASSIFICATION TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANIES
Pace Number:	 7



'N.	 ..	 S	 S	 S

(

State ofNorth Dakota

Ri

I1..

I'

CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING

OF

SRT COMMUNICATIONS, INC

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the
State of North Dakota, hereby certifies that SRT
COMMUNICATIONS, INC., a North Dakota business
corporation , was incorporated in this office on
June 19, 1990 and, according to the records of this
office as of this date, has paid all fees due this
office as required by North Dakota statutes
governing a North Dakota business corporation

ACCORDINGLY the undersigned, as such Secretary
of State, and by virtue of the authority vested in 	 )
him by law, hereby issues this Certificate of Good
Standing to

SRT COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Dated September 20, 1994

Alvin A Jaeger
Secretary of State

T
S	 " S•.	 ..	 -	 . S 	

1	 -.-- -'- -

S
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ARTICLES ppJJCORPORATION

MINOT TELEPHONE COMPANY

I, the undersigned natural person of the age of eighteen

years or more, acting as incorporator of. a corporation under the

North Dakota Business corporation Act, adopt the following.

AtiOleS of Incorporation for such corporatiOru

ARTICLE-1

The name of said corporation shall be: Minot Telephone

Company.

ARTICLE II

Tho registered office of the corporation shall be 316 North

5th . StreOt, P. 0. Box'1695i Bismarok, North !)ikot* and the name

of 'the initial registOred agent at such address is Dànisl Kuntz.

Either registered office or the registered agent may be changed

in the manner provided by law.

ARTICLE III

The aggregate number of shares which the corporation shall.

have authority to issue - shall , be I t 000 shares of ens cent par.

value, which shares shall be designated common stock. -No share

shall be issued until it has been-paid for and At shall thereafter

be non-assessable.	 The total, authorized capitalization is

$500000.00.	
.

•	 .	 '	 •	 ARTICLEIV	 . .

The name of each incorporator is as follows:
• 0	 • 	

0	

c1rp	 ..	 '	 :;•'

Daniel 8. Kuntz	
50	 316 North Fifth Ctrss .j

Bismarck, ND • 58501

-	 -. -

'' *

;.

r

ZUGER, KIRMIS..
BOuNSKE a SMITH
• BsMAnCK. PiED.'.

S	 •0



np.15,

El

:•••

1
ZUGER, KIRMIS.

B0L!NSKE & SMITH
• O5MARCP. N.D.

61502

Il

•	 ,•	 ': -.

TICLEV,

The purposes for which the corpbrattOh are organized are:

(a) To have all general business powers which a corporation.
is allowed by law to have including, but not limited to,

	

the following powers:	 .	 .

(1) To acquire real and personal property, or either,
by purchase, lease, or otherwise.	

0

(2) To mortgage, sell, transfer, lease and assign real
and personal property, or either.

(3) To-do and perform any and all acts that may be
necessary, proper and expedient in the successful
conduct of the corporation and its affairs.

(4) To carry on any and all other acts to carry out the
powers enumerated in North Dakota Century Cods $10-

•	 19.1-26, or any successor itatute.

•	
ARTICLE VI	 .	 •'

The number of directors constituting . an initial' board of

directors of the corporation is three; the names and addresses of

the persons who are to serve as directors until the first annual

meeting of the shareholders, or until their successors are sisated

and qualifiOd, are as follows: 	 ..	
0

Name	 .	
• Address

David C. Mitchell

	

	 • 180 S. Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY 14646-0700

	

.	 •

John K. Puräell	 .	 180 S. Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY. 14646-0700

Frederick R. PestoL'ius	 •	 180 S. Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY 14646-0700

ARTICLE VI!	 '	
0	 0	 ••

• The board of directors.óf the cororatión, ate meeting duly.

called for such purpose, , shall fix and determine the consideration,

to be received for the shares of the corporation by a majority

vote.	 •. 0•	 • 	 • 	 • 	 •

2	 -



II

	

U

cc i

ARTICLE VIII

Any board Of directors' action, other than an action

requiring shareholder approval, may be taken by written action
II

signed by a number of directors that would be required to take the

same action at a meeting of the board at which all directors were

present.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the above-named incorporator signed thee.

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION this 	 41ay of Jude, 1990.

0••

DnteT S • Kuntz'

ar:arts.dsk	 • 	

•

10

GTATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
•	 Stato

^^ c;:A'

'p

ZUGER. KInMIS.
GOLINSKE & SMITH

OeMAHCK. ND.
68502

3	 I	 I

-4.



STATEMENT OF CONSENT TO-SERVE AS REGISTERED AGENT

To the Secretary of State.
State oIrlosthDakota

 File No.

To be filed by Domestic %d Foreign Ousineis Corporations.
File duplicate originals • (Two copies, both bearing original signatures.)
Fiiln3fca-$*000

Complete this section if the registered agent lean individual.

	

Daniel S. Kuntz	 • hereby accept the appointment to serve.

(Print legibly ortype)

in the capacity of registered agent for the corporation known as	
Minot Telephone Compi'ny

(Exact corporate name)

	

June 19:	 ,19 90
(Month. 03Y. Vital)

(Signature of 1eii19jJde11ii)

Complete this section if the registered agent is  corporation.

,boing the	 of

	

(Print legibly or type)	 (TWO)

________________________________________________________________________• hereby accept on behalf of

(exact corporate name)

the appointment to serve in the
•	 (Exact corporate name)

capacity of registered agent for the corporation known as 	
0	 .

• 	

0	

(Exalt aerperaW name)	 .	
0

0	 ,19__	 0

	(Month, Day, 1, Year)	 • 	

0

0 •	
( Exact corporate Maine of corpersUin uUni as agent)

0
By

(Signature of c.rp.rats .rnc.

(Yule)

This filing ii pursuant to flsa. 10-19. 1 -15- 506- I0.22.060 8nd See. 10 .22050 N.D.C.C.	 0

Filing 03155

OY

.flSCSiPt No.	
0	 • 	

0•	 0

• 	 . 	 ..,	 . 	

0	 •

0

	

- -	 W#iPWA	 ,Wr.?La,&IaM85M6el8Ma5,543t45sHJMMJgM 	 - -



Dvrtic and Foreign OuinISS Corporations • foe 110.00
	

rile No.

-	 --	 - —	 i-.	 _	 r.. can s'it
P'st3c and roregri onpro;at	 rpQrui vn 

its

r''1
•	 \_.sj.,_i-.'

I
STATEMENT OF CHANGE OF REGISTERED OFFICE dk 'REGISTERED ' AGENT, OR BOTH

rile duplicate o01n?Jo. -(Two copies, both beorin; original signstu:es.)

To the Secretary of Stats	 .

State of North,Dakota	 -

Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 10-19.1-16 or 10-22-09 of thi North

Dakota Business Corporation Act, 6br 10-24-09 or 10-27-09 of the North Dakota

Nonprofit Corporation Act, the undersigned corporation, organized under the

laws of the State of North Dakota. or authorized to do business in the State of

North Dakota, submits the following statement for the purpose of changing its

registered office or its 'registered agent, or both, in.the State of North

Dakota:

1. The name of the corporation is Minot Telephone Company

2. The present address of record of the registered office is: 316 N. 5th

Street • IO Box 1ô95, IUsmarcI, NO 58502

3. The address of the new registered office lot 24 Second Avenue SI.

I'O Box 789. Mino t , NO 5S702

(Complete street address required. A post office bo n'.ier ray be .dded.)

4. The present name of record as registered agent: Daniel Kuntz

50 The name'of successor registered agent Is: Jrnic D Selland .

6. The address of its registered office and the address of the business office
of its registered agent as 'changed will be identical.

7. Such change was outhorized,by resolution duly adopted by its board 9f dir,c
tore.	 .	 .

The undersigned has read the foregoing and knows, the contents thereof and

verily believes the statements made therein to be true.

Dated:Ietu,niy 28	 , 1991	 . '	 ..

i; ii Selland'
•	 '	 .	

,. (Signature arid lUll) , ProaidOnt
H	 •	 •.,'j•0

ruing Date	 •)	 LI	 ,19jj.',

---—	
2	 ..

"f'iIed By:_____
Secretary of State.

Receipt 9-

•0•'	 '',	 ..,

1:4

•	 . 	 0

• •••_',•-•
•	 1,	 •'•



Signed for corporation acting as 10911111;	 .

	

STATEM ENT OF CONSENT TO SERVE AS A REGISTERED AGENT 	 r1 -
Li SECRETARY OF STATE	 .	 ILCNO.	 )_)

.	 I"-

	

.1	 •

INSTRUCTIONS
This Statement of Consent is to be filed by both Foreign and Domestic corporations. Print legibly or type.

jIC duplicate originals (two copies both with original signatures).

SLrDTO: Secretary of State	 .
State Capitol
Bismarck, ND 58505	 .	 .	 Filing Fee SlO.00

IF REGISTERED AGENT IS AN INDIVIDUAL . COMPLETE THIS SECTION

Name of Registered Agent 	 Date
E U Selland	 .	 .	 02/28/91

For the Corporation of (Use exact corporate name)
Minot Telephone Company	 -

I accept the appointment to serve in the capacity of registered agent for the above corporation.
•	 c......

•	 .	 k\N¼ k	 ..	 -

Signature of Registered Agent

IF REGISTERED AGENT IS  C
(The incorporating or authorizing

Person Signing Statement 	 TitiC

rJanie of Corporate Registered Agent (Use exact corporate name)

?... .k	 .	 ... , 1IIt s ---- -ri 
f- •rr--nf-.- -------tP nSmPI., nt....................•l -----.	 -

TION - COMPLETE THIS SECTION
r cannot serve as its own agent.)

Date

On behalf of the corporation named above as Corporate Registered Agent..
J accept this appointment to serve in the capacity of registered agent.

-	 .	 .	 . SECRETARY OF STATE USE ONLY 	 .	 .	 •

Filing Date	
3-	 - CO

	

-	 •	 .•	 .	 -	 .

Scuctaryof State

BY:

I
RECClPTO

:	 I

•	 .	 .•	 •••	 .	 .	 ..	 -	 -,	 .-?.	 I	 .	 - -.	 -•	 .0.
-	 -	 -	 1



Filing Fee - $10.00 	
ID No. 5,578,500

File No. •

SE? I D22417	 Filed:	 /-J-.2
STATEMENT OF CHANGE OF REGISTERED OFFICE OR REGISTERED AGENT, OR BOTH

To the Secretary of State
State of North Dakota

Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 10-19.1-16 or 10-22-09 of the North
Dakota Business Corporation Act, or 10-24-09 or 10-27-09 of the North Dakota
Nonprofit Corporation Act, the undersigned corporation, organized under the laws of
the State of North Dakota or authorized to do business in the State of North Dakota,
submits the following statement for the purpose of changing its registered office or
its registered agent, or both, in the State of North Dakota:

1. The name of the corporation is:
a

MINOT TELEPHONE COMPANY

2. The present address of record of the registered office is:

24 2ND AVE SE P0 BOX 789 MINOT ND, 58702

3. The address of the new registered office is:

24 2nd Ave SE P0 Box 789 Minot, ND, 58702
CctnpLete street or rural address, aity, state and zip cods, is required. A po box nwnber may be added.)

Does this address also serve as the principal place of business? Yes _L.	 No

4. The present name of record as registered agent:

ERNIE B SELLAND

5. The name of successor registered agent is:

Randall A. Burckhard

6. The address of its registered office and the address of the business office of
its registered agent as changed will be identical.

7. Such change was authorized by resolution duly adopted by its board of directors.

The undersigned has read the foregoing and knows the contents thereof and verily
believes the statements made therein to be true.

Dated:	 August 27	 1993

(Signature and Title)



USE
REGISTERED AGENT

'(k	 ' CONSENT TO SERVE
49 SECRETARY OF STATE

SFN 7974 (793

RECEIVED
SEP01 1993

Sec. of State

ID,

wo,

Approved By

Filed 111	 By

1. FILING FEE: $10.00
SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR FlUNG AND MAILING INSTRUCTIONS

2. N.me of the Corporation or United Liability Coneny for Which the Registered Agent is to Serve

Minot Telephone Company
3. Na of the Registered Agent

Randall A. Rurckhard

An Individual North Dakota Reeldant
U ACoiporatlon	 501_58_8
U A Limited Liability Company
fle designated registered agent hereby consents to act in that capacity for the ebove named corporation or limited liability company
,*moved or reelgnetlon I. eubmltted in accordance with North Dakota atetutac.

ugust 2 7. 1993
Signature of Registered Agent 	 Date

0



Domestic and Foreign Business Corporations - Fee $10.00
	

File No. 55	 5-cx)
I 'Doeatic and Foreign Nonprofit Corporations - Ice $5.00

STATEMENT OF CHANGE OF REGISTERED OFFICE OR REGISTERED AGENT, OR ROTH

File duplicate originals. -(Two copies,täth e 	 g'r'ina siqnat9ea. '
Ji1 U	 -'u

To the Secretary of State

State of North Dakota

Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 10-19.1-16 or 10-22-09 of the North
Dakota Business Corporation Act, or 10-24-09 or 10-27-09 of the North Dakota
Nonprofit Corporation Act, the undersigned corporation, organized under the
laws of the State of North Dakota or authorized to do business in the State of
North Dakota, submits the following statement for the purpose of changing its
registered office or its registered agent, or both in the State of North
Dakota:

1. The name or the corporation is -	 Minot Telephone Company

2. The present address of record of the registered office is:24 — 2nd

Avenue SE, P.O. Box 789, Minot, ND 58702

S

3. The address of the new registered office is:3615 North Broadway,

P.O. Box 2027,. Minot, ND 58702-2027
(Complete street address required. A post office box number may be added.)

4. The present name of record as registered agent: Randall A. Burckhard

5. The name of successor registered agent j	 Warren Hight

6. The address of its registered office and the address of the business office
of its registered agent as changed will be identical.

7. Such change was authorized by resolution duly adopted by its board of direc-
tors.

The undersigned has read the foregoing and knows the contents thereof and
verily believes the statements made therein to be true.

Dated: June1 	, 1994

Filing Date	 , 19

Flied fly:12!I

MINOT TELEPHONE COMPANY

	

By (	 _v
(Sunature aKd Title)

	

Its	 President

Receipt h
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1. FlUNG FEE: $10.00

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR HUNG AND MALING INSTRUCTIONS

2. Name of th.Cotporaliofl for Which the Registaead AQOM I. to $erv,
Minot Telephone Company

3. Nno of the R.gtt.ted Agent
Warren Hight

A. Registered Agent Is (Check Ones 	
Social 5.otlty1Fide( ID Nunber of RogIst•isd

di AnIndMdu North DOte Resident	 501-52-5767
0 A Corporation	

l removed or- -	 - -	 . - - -	 ..._.i .w*1tut untimove or

In accordance with North Dakota atetUtCC.

I	 A
6J1/94
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ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT 	
4

or
MINOT TELEPHONE COMPA Z I S1 $ 4 35 8

At a meeting of the sole shareholder and board of

directors of Minot Telephone Company held on the 22nd day of

June, 1994, the following amendment to the Articles of

Incorporation was adopted:

ARTICLE-1

The name of said corporation shall be:
RT Communications, Inc.

Minot Telephone Company has issued and outstanding 100

shares of capital stock, of one class only.

The amendment set forth above was approved by unanimous

vote of the capital stock of the corporation.

Claytoir Fegley,	 sidht

	

/ I	 IMarvin Thom, Secretary -

The above Articles of Amendment accurately and

truthfully set forth the action of the sole stockholder of

Minot Telephone Company by a written consent dated the 22nd

day of June, 1994, as recorded in the minutes of Minot

Telephone Company.

711	 ----arvin Thom, Secretary

	

SUBSCRIBED AND SWOR-tVto	 e this 20th day of
July, 1994.	 (
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PRINGLE & HERIGSTAD, P.C.

P.O. Box 1000
NORTH DAKOTA 513702

1za!z
Notary PUDI1C

ate of North Dakota
ion expires: 07-15-2000
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State of North Dakota E
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CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING

OF

MINOT TELEPHONE COMPANY

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the
State of North Dakota, hereby certifies that MINOT
TELEPHONE COMPANY, a North Dakota business
corporation , was incorporated in this office on
June 19, 1990 and, according to the records of
this office as of this date, has paid all fees due
this office as required by North Dakota statutes
governing a North Dakota business corporation.

ACCORDINGLY the undersigned, as such
Secretary of State, and by virtue of the authority
vested in him by law, hereby issues this
Certificate of Good Standing to

MINOT TELEPHONE COMPANY

Dated: January 4, 1994

Ilk -
Alvin A. Jaeger
Secretary of State
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FOR



ZUGER, KIRMIS,
BOLINSKE & SMITH

BISMARCK, N.D.

58502

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF

MINOT TELEPHONE COMPANY

I, the undersigned natural person of the age of eighteen

years or more, acting as incorporator of a corporation under the

North Dakota Business Corporation Act, adopt the following

Articles of Incorporation for such corporation:

ARTICLE I

The name of said corporation shall be: Minot Telephone

I Company.

ARTICLE II

The registered office of the corporation shall be 316 North

5th Street, P. o • Box 1695, Bismarck, North Dakota and the name

of the initial registered agent at such address is Daniel Kuntz.

Either registered office or the registered agent may be changed

in the manner provided by law.

ARTICLE III

The aggregate number of shares which the corporation shall

have authority to issue shall be 1,000 shares of one cent par

value, which shares shall be designated common stock. No share

shall be issued until it has been paid for and it shall thereafter

be non-assessable.	 The total authorized capitalization is

$50,000.00.

ARTICLE IV

The name of each incorporator is as follows:

Name	 Address
Daniel S. Kuntz	 316 North Fifth Street

Bismarck, ND 58501



(

ARTICLE V

The purposes for which the corporation are organized are:

(a) To have all general business powers which a corporation
is allowed by law to have including, but not limited to,
the following powers:

(1) To acquire real and personal property, or either,
by purchase, lease, or otherwise.

(2) To mortgage, sell, transfer, lease and assign real
and personal property, or either.

(3) To do and perform any and all acts that may be
necessary, proper and expedient in the successful
conduct of the corporation and its affairs.

(4) To carry on any and all other acts to carry out the
powers enumerated in North Dakota Century Code §10-
19.1-26, or any successor statute.

ARTICLE VI

The number of directors constituting an initial board of

directors of the corporation is three; the names and addresses of

the persons who are to serve as directors until the first annual

meeting of the shareholders, or until their successors are elected

and qualified, are as follows:

Address

180 S. Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY 14646-0700

180 S. Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY 14646-0700

180 S. Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY 14646-0700

Name

David C. Mitchell

John K. Purcell

Frederick R. Pestorius

ARTICLE VII

The board of directors of the corporation, at a meeting duly

called for such purpose, shall fix and determine the consideration

to be received for the shares of the corporation by a majority

vote.

ZUGER, KIRMIS,
BOLINSKE & SMITH

BISMARCK. N.D.

58502

2



ARTICLE VIII

Any board of directors' action, other than an action

requiring shareholder approval, may be taken by written action

signed by a number of directors that would be required to take the

same action at a meeting of the board at which all directors were

present.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the above-named incorporator signed these

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION this	 'day of June, 1990.

• j 	 -
D'ä1TtT S. Kuntz r

ar:arts.dsk

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTAJ.
Dec)artment of Stat.

Fqdf	 o"Jth
clay

ZUGER, KIRMIS,	 3
BOLINSKE & SMITH

BISMARCK, N.D.

58502



June 19,

(Month, Day , & Year)

To the Secretary of State
State of North Dakota

STATEMENT CONSENT TO SERVE AS REGISTF D AGENT

File No.

To be filed by Domestic and Foreign Business Corporations.
File duplicate originals . (Two copies, both bearing original signatures.)
Piling fee- $10.00

Complete this section If the registered agent is an individual.

Daniel S. Kuntz	 hereby accept the appointment to serveI,	 I

(Print legibly or type)
in the capacity of registered agent for the corporation known as 	 Minot Telephone Company

(Exact corporate name)
I

Complete this section if the registered agent is a corporation.

beingthe ____________________________________________ of
(Print legibly or type)	 (Title)

hereby accept on behalf of
(Exact corp orate name)

the appointment to serve in the
(Exact corporate name)

capacity of registered agent for the corporation known as

(Exact corporate name)

19
(Month, Day , & Year)

(Exact corporate name of corporation acting as agent)

By
(Signature of corporate officer)

(Title)

This filing Is pursuant to Sec. 10-19.1-15, Sec. 10-22-06, and Sec. 10.22-08, N.D.C.C.

Filing Date: 	 — / (2 	. I 9•••go
ci7ZZ __

By

Receipt No.



Dcjr'estic and foreign Business Corporations - ree $10.00 	 File No.

Domestic and roreign Nonprofit Corporations - ree $10.00

STATEMENT OFOF CHANGE OF REGISTERED OFFICE OR REGISTERED AGENT, OR BOTH

rile duplicate originals. -(Two copies, both bearing original signatures.)

To the Secretary of State

State of North Dakota

Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 10-19.1-16 or 10-22-09 of the North
Dakota Business Corporation Act, or 10-24-09 or 10-27-09 of the North Dakota
Nonprofit. Corporation Act, the undersigned corporation, organized under the
laws of the State of North Dakota or authorized to do business in the State of
North Dakota, submits the following statement for the purpose of changing its
registered office or its registered agent, or both, in the State of North
Dakota:

1. The name of the corporation is Minot Telephone Company

2. The present address of record of the registered office is: 316 N. 5th

Street, P0 Box 1695, Bismarck, ND 58502

3. The address of the new registered office is: 24 Second Avenue SE,

P0 Box 789, Minot, ND 58702
(Complete street address required. A post office box nur5er may be added.)

4. The present name of record as registered agent: Daniel Kuntz

5. The name of successor registered agent is: Ernie B Selland

6. The address of its registered office and the address of the business office
of its registered agent as changed will be identical.

7. Such change was authorized by resolution duly adopted by its board of direc-
tors.

The undersigned has read the foregoing and knows the contents thereof and
verily b€lieves the statements made therein to be true.

1991

E B Selland

Dated:	 Febar28

(Signature an	 President

Filing Date	 _____:;, 19

led By: 4
Secretary of State

--

Receipt	 1



STATEMENT OF CONSENT TO SERVE AS A REGISTERED AGENT
SECRETARY OF STATE 	 --
SFN 7971t (02-89)	 -

INSTRUCTIONS
This Statement of Consent is to be filed by both Foreign and Domestic corporations. Print legibly or type.
File duplicate Originals (two copies both with original signatures).

SEND TO: Secretary of State
State Capitol
Bismarck, ND 58505

FILE NO.

Filing Fee $10.00

IF REGISTERED AGENT IS AN INDIVIDUAL - COMPLETE THIS SECTION
Name of Registered Agent	

Date
E B Selland
	

02/28/91
For the Corporation of (Use exact corporate name)

Minot Telethon

I accept the appointment to serve in the capacity of registered agent for the above corporation.

Signature of Registered Agent

IF REGISTERED AGE
(The incorporatina or ai

Person Signing Statement

T IS  CORPORATION.. COMPLETE THIS SECTION
horizinq corporation cannot serve as its own aoent.)

Title	 I Date

Name of Corporate Registered Agent (Use exact corporate name)

To Represent the Corporation of (Use exact corporate name)

On behalf of the corporation named above as Corporate Registered Agent,
I accept this appointment to serve in the capacity of registered agent.

Signed for corporation acting as agent

SECRETARY OF STATE USE ONLY

Filing Date	 - (

-.-,--..

Secretary of State

BY

'

RECEIPT NO:



'- Filing Fee - $10.00	

4	 ID No. 5,578,500

L W^inffik
..iU  

	7 -7
	 File No. 0

Filed:	 —/-3	 By

STATEMENT OF CHANGE OF REGISTERED OFFICE OR REGISTERED AGENT, OR BOTH

To the Secretary of State
State of North Dakota

Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 10-19.1-16 or 10-22-09 of the North
Dakota Business Corporation Act, or 10-24-09 or 10-27-09 of the North Dakota
Nonprofit Corporation Act, the undersigned corporation, organized under the laws of
the State of North Dakota or authorized to do business in the State of North Dakota,
submits the following statement for the purpose of changing its registered office or
its registered agent, or both, in the State of North Dakota:

1. The name of the corporation is:

MINOT TELEPHONE COMPANY

2. The present address of record of the registered office is:

24 2ND AVE SE P0 BOX 789 MINOT ND, 58702

3. The address of the new registered office is:

24 2nd Ave SE P0 Box 789 Minot ND, 58702
(Complete street or rural address, city, state and zip code is required. A po box number may be added.)

Does this address also serve as the principal place of business? Yes 	 NO -

4. The present name of record as registered agent:

ERNIE B SELLAND

S. The name of successor registered agent is:

Randall A. Burckhard

6. The address of its registered office and the address of the business office of
its registered agent as changed will be identical.

7. Such change was authorized by resolution duly adopted by its board of directors.

The undersigned has read the foregoing and knows the contents thereof and verily
believes the statements made therein to be true.

Dated:	 August 27	 1993

4 t4e i?
(Signature and Title)



REGISTERED AGENT
((4(L.	 1 CONSENT TO SERVE

SECRETARY OF STATE
SFN 7974 (7-93)

RECEIVED

SEP 011993

Sec. of State

	

rJn Jrri.L	 'J
ID#

WO,

Approved By

Filed -	 ,,	 By
,/?2i

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR FILING AND MAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
1. FILING FEE: $10.00

2. Name of the Corporation or Limited Liability Company for Which the Registered Agent is to Serve

Minot Telephone Company

3. Name of the Registered Agent

Randall A. Burckhard

• Registered Agent i8 (Check One) 	 Social Security/Federal ID # Of Registered Agent
Ej An Individual North Dakota Resident
o A Corporation	 5ol-58-8245o A Limited Liability Company

The designated registered agent hereby consents to act in that capacity for the above named corporation or limited liability company u
removed or resignation is submitted in accordance with North Dakota statutes.

 August_27,1993

Signature of Registered Agent	 Date





STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Northern States Power Company
Telephone Financial Condition
Investigation

Minot Telephone Company
Buy Northern States Power Company
Application

Case No. PLJ-400-90-284

Case No. PU-156-90-355

CORRECTED FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND ORDER

February 8, 1991

Summary of Decision

The settlement offer is in the public interest and is accepted.

Appearances

Commissioners: Dale V. Sandstrom, Bruce Hagen and Leo M. Reinbold.

Daniel S. Kuntz, Attorney at Law, P. 0. Box 1695, Bismarck, North Dakota
58502, on behalf of the applicants Northern States Power Company, Rochester
Telephone Corporation and Minot Telephone Company.

David A. Lawrence, Director - Law, Northern States Power Company, 414
Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401, on behalf of Northern States Power
Company.

Josephine S. Trubek, General Counsel, by Gregg Sayre, Senior Corporate
Attorney, of Counsel, Rochester Tel Center, 180 South Clinton Avenue,
Rochester, New York 14646-0700, on behalf of Rochester Telephone Corporation.

William W. Binek, Commerce Counsel, Public Service Commission, State
Capitol, Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480, on behalf of the Public Service
Commission.

Illona A. Jeffcoat-Sacco, Commerce Counsel, Public Service Commission,
State Capitol, Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480, on behalf of the Public
Service Commission.



Corrected Order, Case Nos. PU-400-90-284, PU-156-90-355	 2

Jon H. Mielke, Public Service Commission, State Capitol, Bismarck, North
Dakota 58505-0480, as Hearing Examiner.

Preliminary Statement

On June 5, 1990, the Public Service Commission opened an investigation of
Northern States Power Company's telephone operation to determine the
adequacy, fairness, and reasonableness of its rates for telephone service provided
in and around Minot, North Dakota.

On June 27, 1990, the Public Service Commission received a joint
application from Minot Telephone Company (MTC), Northern States Power
Company (NSP) and Rochester Telephone Corporation (Rochester) to transfer
NSP s North Dakota telephone operations to MTC.

On July 31, 1990, the Commission moved to consolidate the hearing
concerning the investigation of NSP's telephone financial condition in Case No.
PU-400-90-284 with the hearing on the transfer of Minot Telephone properties,
Case No. PU-156-90-355.

On September 5, 1990, the Commission issued a Notice of Consolidated
Hearings setting hearings on the investigation and transfer application for
November 27, 1990, and setting filing dates for testimony, briefs and proposed
findings of fact. The notice of hearings set forth the following issues for
consideration at the consolidated proceedings:

1. Are NSP's telecommunications services exempt from rate or rate of
return regulation as described in N.D.C.C. § 49-21-01.2?

2. What criteria should be used to assess whether the rates are fair and
reasonable, and how should those criteria be quantified?

3. Are NSP's rates fair and reasonable?

4. Given the premium offered by MTC to buy NSP, what value should be
assigned to MTC's rate base at the date of transfer?

5. What portion of the premium offered by MTC to buy NSP should be
given to the ratepayers?

6. Are the proposed rates of MTC fair and reasonable?

7. Will MTC be able to provide the same or better service than NSP?

Hearings were held on the above issues in Minot on November 27, 28, 29
and 30, 1990. All motions not previously acted upon have been considered and
are hereby denied.
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Offer of Settlement

On November 19, 1990, the applicants filed an offer of settlement in this
proceeding. On December 20, 1990, the applicants submitted a revised offer of
settlement that is attached hereto as Attachment A. In summary, the December
offer provides for: 1) a reduction in local telephone rates of $.35 per month
effective January 1, 1991; 2) the provision of free lifeline service; 3) the
applicants would forego any increases in intrastate access charges and local rates
in 1990; 4) the applicants would impose no increases in local telephone service
rates in 1991; 5) as specified in Attachment A, the applicants would provide
funds to support specified contributions to Minot Area Development Corporation,
Enhanced 911 service equipment, Minot State University; 6) the applicants
would provide funds for four annual rebates to Minot Telephone customers
commencing January 31, 1991; and 7) finally, NSP will include the gain on the
sale on NSP's North Dakota income tax return on the basis that the sale is 100%
taxable by North Dakota.

Having reviewed the record in this proceeding, the Commission makes the
following:

Findings of Fact

1. NSP is a Minnesota corporation providing telecommunications service
in and for the Minot telephone exchange area of North Dakota, including, but not
limited to, the communities of Minot, Surrey, Burlington and Ruthville. NSP
also recently acquired certain fixed assets, operating contracts, licenses,
certificates and permits of Kotana Communications, Inc. (Kotana assets).

2. NSP has continuously provided telecommunications service in and for
the Minot telephone exchange since 1911. Telecommunications services provided
by NSP include local exchange telephone service, private line service, coin
telephone service, lease line service, directory service, foreign exchange service,
long distance access service, and radio paging service. NSP requests approval of
the Public Service Commission, as necessary, to sell NSP's franchise, works and
system used in and for the provision of telecommunications service in the Minot
Telephone exchange to MTC. NSP further requests approval of the Public
Service Commission to sell the Kotana assets to MTC.

3. Rochester is a publicly held New York transportation corporation and
is an independent telephone operating company providing telephone service in
the state of New York under the jurisdiction of the New York Public Service
Commission. Rochester's common stock is publicly held and is listed on the New
York Stock Exchange. Rochester, which was organized in 1920, presently serves
more than 450,000 access lines in west central New York state in an area
comprising 2300 square miles. In addition, Rochester is the controlling equity
shareholder of 32 local service telephone companies providing (with Rochester)
telecommunications service to an aggregate of approximately 650,000 access
lines in 13 states.
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4. Rochester is the sole equity shareholder of Rochester Tel Subsidiary
Telco, Inc (RTSTI). RTSTI is a Delaware corporation organized for the purpose of
acquiring and holding the stock of MTC and other local exchange telephone
companies.

5. Rochester will assign its right to purchase the telecommunications
assets acquired from NSP to MTC on or before the closing date.

6. MTC is a North Dakota corporation formed by Rochester for the
purpose of operating a telecommunications system in the Minot area. Its stock is
wholly-owned by RTSTI.

7. Neither the Commission nor NSP are physically in possession of a
certificate of public convenience and necessity for NS 

's 
Minot telephone

franchise. Neither NSP, the Commission, or any party challenges NSP's current
authority to operate the Minot telephone utility franchise. While the companies
request that the authority to operate be transferred, a new certificate is required,
except for NSP's Kotana operation, which is evidenced by certificate Numbers
2902B and 3042.

8. MTC requests the Public Service Commission to issue a certificate of
public convenience and necessity authorizing MTC to operate the
telecommunications equipment and system presently operated by NSP. MTC
further requests the Public Service Commission to transfer the certificates of
public convenience and necessity authorizing MTC to operate the Kotana
communications equipment and system.

9. Other than NSP and Kotana, no other public utilities are providing
telecommunications service within the Minot telephone exchange similar to that
sought to be provided by MTC.

10. NSP and MTC will transfer the necessary franchises, permits or
ordinances from NSP to MTC from the proper municipalities prior to the closing
date.

11. No significant changes in the operation or personnel of the
telecommunications system to be operated by MTC are contemplated. The
personnel currently employed in NSP's telephone operation will be retained by
MTC after closing. MTC proposes to file a schedule of rates at levels equal to
those presently on ifie for NSP's operation as adjusted to comply with the terms
of the settlement offer.

12. On January 30, 1989, the Commission issued an order adopting a
settlement agreement which included, as part of the settlement agreement, an
agreement by NSP to opt out of the telecommunications deregulation legislation
and to remain regulated at least until the Commission could review and
determine fair and reasonable rates. By letter dated July 5, 1989, NSP made a
written election to be subject to rate of return regulation for the period July 1,
1989, through December 31, 1989. On July 13, 1989, in Case No. PU-400-89-275,
the Commission passed a motion to approve NSP's request.

Wq
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13. N.D.C.C. § 49-21-06 provides: "There is a rebuttable presumption that
prices for essential telecommunications services in effect on July 1, 1989, are fair
and reasonable. Any person may make complaint to the Commission, or the
Commission on its own motion may begin investigation, of the unreasonableness
or inadequacy of any price for any service."

14. NSP's current rates for local service are:

Residence Service Line Charge -- $5.35
Business Service Line Charge -- $11.45
Rotary Trunk Charge -- $21.35
Centrex Loop Lease Charge -- $7.00
Centrex Trunk Charge -- $19.40

and the following monthly Touch Calling Service charges per line:

Residence, per line	 $.00
Business, per line$.00
Semipublic Service, per line	 $.00

These rates reflect the monthly adjustment on subscriber bills ordered by
the Commission in Case Number 10,906. These are the same rates which were
in effect on July 1, 1989.

15. The applicants and the Commission staff disagreed regarding the
appropriate criteria to judge whether NSP's rates are fair and reasonable. The
applicants contend that rate of return is no longer the predominant consideration
in evaluating the reasonableness of telephone rates under the provisions of
chapter 49-21, N.D.C.C. Rather, they recommend the Commission use
comparative value considerations to evaluate the reasonableness of NSP's rates.

16. Using comparative value considerations, NSP provides a high level of
telephone service with low rates. NSP's rates compare favorably with those of
other telephone companies both on a national and statewide basis. An NSP
telephone company customer pays about $145 less per year than the national
average telephone customer. A Minot customer pays about $264 less per year
than the average North Dakota telephone customer. The monthly service charge
for a Minot residential customer is approximately one-half the average
residential charge of other North Dakota telephone customers.

17. While staff agrees that NSP's rates are comparatively low, the staff
maintains that high customer density is the cause of low rates and the
reasonableness of NSP's current rates must be judged by evaluating its base
rates using traditional rate of return measures. The staff suggests that base
rates established on rate of return principles plus any allowable intervening
price factor increases should be compared with existing rates to judge the
reasonableness of the latter. It is unclear whether the base rates would be
evaluated as of July 1, 1989, to rebut the presumption of reasonableness under
N.D.C.C. § 49-21-06, or whether they would be evaluated as of the date a
company's rates are subject to price factor regulation or some other date.
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18. Under the specific circumstances of this case, the rates evaluated for
reasonableness are those in effect on July 1, 1989.

19. The staffs excess earnings calculation of $3.27 million per year is
based upon what the industry and regulators have termed "residual
ratemaking." Residual ratemaking requires that costs not recovered by a
company from its interstate rates are recovered from its intrastate rates. Staff
argues that residual ratemaking ensures a company will recover all of its
prudently incurred costs to provide service, not more and not less.

20. The staff presented its evaluation of NSP's intrastate rates using
residual ratemaking after considering NSP's interstate settlement revenues as
an "average schedule" company. The applicants contend residual ratemaking is
inappropriate as it does not attempt to allocate expense and investment between
the jurisdictions based upon how the investment is used and expenses incurred.

21. In response to the staffs usage of residual ratemaking, the applicants
presented a separation cost study of NSP's 1989 costs and investment performed
in accordance with Part 36 of the FCC's separation rules. Under cost separations
NSP received a return on investment of less than 7 percent on its separated
intrastate rate base. NSP witness Burkhardt presented testimony that under
cost of service regulation NSP would require an additional $800,000 annual
revenue to provide an overall return on rate base of 12 percent.

22. Using rate of return principles with a residual ratemaking the staff
testified that NSP's base rates should be reduced by an annual amount of
$3,270,000. Staff witnesses acknowledged, however, that certain adjustments to
this amount might be appropriate in judging the reasonableness of NSF's rates.
One such example is the inclusion by staff of $121,000 revenue in the test year
for touch tone service for which NSP does not charge a service rate.

23. NSF also challenged the inclusion by staff of yellow page advertising
revenues of $662,000. NSP s position is that yellow page advertising is not a
telecommunications service under the law and therefore revenues for it should
not be included in revenue calculations.

24. Other adjustments to staffs analysis were also proposed by NSP,
including adjustments for increasing rate base and decreasing the depreciation
reserve, and replacement of interstate return above staffs 9.94 percent.

25. In considering staffs depreciation adjustments, we recognize that
additional data analysis and testimony would be helpful in determining
appropriate depreciation rates for NSP.

26. There is no evidence in the record regarding NSP's cost of capital on
July 1, 1989; however, both Drs. Dobesh and Morin presented cost of capital
calculations as of the date of the hearing.
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27. If NSP's adjustments were made to the proposed staff reduction, the
annual reduction in NSP's base rates on a residual ratemaking methodology
would be between $113,000 and $390,000 depending upon the cost of capital used.

28. The company's proposed moratorium of the 1990 price factor is
equivalent to a 2 percent reduction in base rates or approximately $91,000 (1989
intrastate revenues of $4,562,000 times 2 percent). The applicants' settlement
offer also proposes a $.35 per month reduction in access line rates effective
January 1, 1991. Based upon NSP's access lines of 20,957 on July 1, 1989, the
proposed rate decrease is equivalent to a reduction of approximately $88,000 to
the base rates. The proposal to provide for lifeline service has an approximate
annual cost of $35,000. Since we recently set the 1991 price factor at 1.41
percent, we can place a value on the applicants' proposed 1991 moratorium on
local service rates of approximately $36,000 (non-access intrastate revenues of
$2,557,000 times 1.41 percent).

29. The applicants' settlement proposal of a 1990 and 1991 rate
moratorium, a $.35 reduction of present local rates and free lifeline service, is
equivalent to a reduction in base rates of approximately $250,000.

30. In considering the reasonableness of the settlement offer, we need not
decide whether rate of return ratemaking must be used to evaluate whether a
company's rates under price cap regulation are fair and reasonable; nor need we
decide whether to use staffs residual ratemaking or the applicants' jurisdictional
separated ratemaking.

31. Commission consultant Dr. Dobesh recommended the Commission
consider the following criteria in evaluating the proposed acquisition of utility
property:

Impact on the variety of services.
Impact on the quality of service.
Impact on economic development.
Impact on competition and effective regulation.
Impact on operating and capital costs.
Impact on the environment.
Impact on rates.

32. We agree with Dr. Dobesh that the stated considerations are
important considerations which we should review in determining whether to
approve transfer applications, and are reasonable considerations under our law.
We adopt Dr. Dobesh's recommendation to consider these factors. In addition, we
believe we must also consider the affect of any particular transfer on the public
interest and we adopt this consideration as an eighth factor in transfer reviews.

33. Dr. Dobesh's review of the acquisition indicated that the impact of the
acquisition was either positive or neutral with respect to the first six of the above
criteria and we agree.

Is
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34. Dr. Dobesh expressed some concern that the acquisition premium
above book value offered by Rochester for NSP's telephone properties would
cause Rochester to take advantage of future price increases that NSP might
otherwise forego. Dr. Dobesh calculated the present value of these increases
between $5 million and $7 million. Dr. Dobesh testified that his concern
regarding any negative impact on rates as a result of the acquisition would be
offset or alleviated if an amount equivalent to the present value of the expected
increases was returned to ratepayers and others affected by the acquisition. Dr.
Dobesh indicated that state taxes gained from the sale were a consideration to
the public and ratepayers that offset the present value of the increase.

35. Under the terms of the settlement offer, MTC will provide $2,500,000
to be deposited in an interest-bearing account with the Bank of North Dakota
and willadminister the rebates to be paid out of this account. The customers
who will receive the rebates will be MTC's customers as of January 1, 1991, and
in each of the following three years. We view these rebates as the equivalent of
future rate reductions by MTC.

36. We believe that the escrow account must be structured so as to
guarantee that the purpose for the account is fulfilled and that funds may only be
expended as approved by the Commission. Generally, the account will be subject
to the supervision of the Commission until all funds are rebated to ratepayers.

37. MTC shall provide annual rebates of these funds, plus interest but
less taxes incurred for interest earned by the account in three annual amounts on
the next MTC billing date after January 31 of $650,000. The fourth annual
amount shall be an amount to zero out the account. MTC shall bear the cost of
administering the rebates. Customers eligible for the rebates shall be those
having MTC local service on January 1 of the year in which the rebate is issued,
proportionately reduced if a customer has not had service for the full prior 12
months.

38. The value of NSP's proposed contribution for E911 equipment, the
Minot Area Development Corporation, Minot State University, and future
rebates of $2,500,000 total $3,380,000. As stated in the applicants' offer, NSP
will commit to a tax payment to North Dakota of approximately $2,000,000
which is the direct result of treating this sale as a one-time event unrelated to
NSP's regular business operations. The specific amount of the tax payment
depends upon the purchase price of the acquisition.

39. The above combined amounts provide for a return of funds within the
range testified to by Dr. Dobesh even without recognition for the value of the
proposed rate reduction and rate moratoriums.

40. We find that with consideration of NSP's settlement proposal, the
acquisition is in the public interest.

41. The value assigned to MTC's rate base at the time of transfer should
be the same as that assigned to NSP prior to the date of transfer, i.e., the book
value of NSP's investment in providing telephone service.
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42. MTC proposes to provide service at the rates presently used by NSP as
adjusted by the settlement offer. Because NSP's rates, as adjusted by the
settlement offer, are fair and reasonable, the proposed rates of MTC are also fair
and reasonable.

43. Members of the public and representatives of various organizations
within Minot's telephone territory expressedpositive support for the proposed
acquisition without expressing concern regarding NSP's present level of rates.
Each of those testifying urged the Commission to approve the transfer without
unreasonable conditions or qualifications. No member of the public or
organization representative testified against the transfer.

44. The staff analysis concluded that Rochester is capable of providing the
same or better telephone service than that presently provided by NSF.
Accordingly, MTC is capable of providing the same or better telecommunications
service than that presently provided by NSF.

From the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Commission makes the following:

Condusions of Law

1. The Public Service Commission has jurisdiction over this proceeding.

2. NSP's rates, as adjusted by the settlement offer, are fair and
reasonable at this time.

3. The proposed rates of MTC are fair and reasonable at this time.

4. The settlement offer proposed by the applicants provides a fair and
reasonable resolution of these proceedings and is in the public interest.

5. The proposed transfer of NSP's telecommunications system and
certificates of public convenience and necessity to operate that system is in the
public interest.

From the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, the
Commission issues the following:

Order

The Commission orders:

1. The settlement offered by the applicants, a copy of which is attached
te d.to and made a part of this order, is accep

2. The applicants are directed
requirements of this order and subject
terms of the attached settlement offer.

to implement, in conformity with the
to supervision by the Commission, the

IR
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3. NSP's request to sell and MTC's request to operate NSP's North
Dakota telecommunications properties are granted.

4. A certificate of public convenience and necessity shall be issued
authorizing MTC to operate the telecommunications equipment and system
presently operated by NSP. Said certificate shall authorize the provision of
telecommunications services as Minot Telephone Company inside the Minot local
exchange area in North Dakota.

5. Certificates of public convenience and necessity Numbers 2902B and
3042, with the exception of the 152.03 MHZ channel on Station KQZ964, shall be
reissued to MTC for the provision of radio telephone service and radio paging
service in and around the Minot, North Dakota area.

6. The required certificates of public convenience and necessity shall be
issued and effective with the transfer of the property and equipment from NSP to
MTC. The Commission shall be notified of the closing date for transfer of the
property and equipment, and the effective date shall be noted on the certificates
as the issue date.

7. The applicants are ordered to file tariffs consistent with the findings
set forth above with the following monthly access line rates effective January 1,
1991:

Residence Service Line Charge -- $ 5.00
Business Service Line Charge -- $11.10
Rotary Trunk Charge -- $21.00
Centrex Loop Lease Charge -- $ 6.65
Centrex Trunk Charge -- $19.05

and the following monthly Touch Calling Service charges per line:

Residence, per line.00
Business, per line	 .00
Semipublic Service, per line 	 $.00

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

-0^ ^ NOSO-^
Bruce Hagen, Presiderrj

Attest:

JaietA. Elfin 1 Scretary



JOHN A. ZUGER, P.C.
LYLE W. KIRMIS
ROBERT V. BOLINSKE
THOMAS 0. SMITH, P.C.
MURRAY G. SAGSVEEN, P.C.
LANCE D. SCHREINER, P.C.

JAMES S. HILL, P.C.
PATRICK J. WARD
REBECCA S. THIEM, P.C.
MICHAEL G. FIERGOLA"
CHARLES T. EDIN, P.C.

ZUGER, KIRMIS, BOLINSKE & SMITH
COUNSELORS AND ATTORNEYS AT LAW

316 N. 5TH STREET
PROVIDENT LIFE BUILDING

P.O. BOX 1695
BISMARCK, N.D. 58502-1695

17011 2232711
Fax 17011 223-7387

January 30, 1991

DANIEL S. KUNTZ, P.C.
BRENDA L. BLAZER
JERRY W. EVENSON
KATHLEEN K. DAVISON
SIlENT J. EDISON
PATRICIA C. GARRITY

ALSO LICENSED IN
MINNESOTA*
SOUTH DAKOTA
ILLINOIS

Janet Elkin, Secretary
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
State of North Dakota
State Capitol Building
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Re: NSP Transfer of Telephone Properties

Dear Ms. Elkin:

1
4ORTh DAKOTA

PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSION

SECRETARY

Pursuant to the Commission's order of January 22, 1991 in Case
Nos. PU-400-90-284 and PU-156-90-355, the Commission is hereby
notified that the closing date for transfer of NSP's telephone
properties in North Dakota to Minot Telephone Company is scheduled
to be effective the close of business on January 31, 1991.
Pursuant to the Commission's order, Minot Telephone Company
requests that the required certificates of public convenience and
necessity be issued and effective with the transfer of the
property and equipment.

Also transmitted herewith is the certified copies of the Articles
of Incorporation for Minot Telephone Company.

Sincerely,---

anTh1z')
Attorney for Minot Telephone

Company and Northern ,States
Power Company

DSK:gb
Enc.

L-4807 . ELK
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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF

NINOT TELEPH	 COMPAfl	
4

I, the undersigned natural person of the age of eighteen

Years or more, acting as incorporator of a corporation under the

North Dakota Business Corporation Act, adopt the following

Articles of Incorporation for such corporation: 	 -

ARTICLE I

The name of said corporation shall be: Minot Telephone

Company.

ARTICLE II	 -

The registered office of the corporation shall be 316 North

5th Street, p . 0. Box 1695, Bismarck, North Dakota and the name

of the initial registered agent at such address is Daniel Kuntz.

Either reg i stered 'office or the registered agent may be changed

in the manner provided by law.

ARTICLE III

The aggregate number of shares which the corporation shall

have authority to issue shall be 1,000 shares of one cent par

value, which shares shall be designated common stock. No share

shall be issued until it has been paid for and it shall thereafter

be non-assessable.	 The total authorized 
capitalization is

1$50,000-00.

ARTICLE I1

The name of each incorporator is as follows:

Name	 Address

Daniel S. Kuntz 	 316 North Fifth Street-
Bismarck, ND 58501

ZUGEn, KInMS.
BOLINSE & SMITH

f3IAnCx, N.D.

I	 -
	

TA [-H1
MCE	 - -.
a..

""'-I



ARTICLE 

The purposes for which the corporation are organized are:

(a) To have all general business powers which a corporation
is allowed by law to have including, but not limited to,
the following powers:

(l) To acquire real and personal property, or either;
by purchase, lease, or otherwise.

(2) To mortgage, sell, transfer, lease and assign real

and personal propertY, or either.
(3) To do and perform any and all acts that may b

necessary, proper and expedient in the successful
conduct of the corporation and its affairs.

(4) To carry on any and all other acts to carry out the
powers enumerated in North Dakota \Century Code §10-

, 19.1-26, or any successor statute.

ARTICLE V

The number of directors constituting an initial board of

directors of the corporation is three; the names and addresses of

the persons who are to serve as directors until the first annual

meeting of the shareholders, or until their successors are elected

and qualified, are as follows:

VI

Address

180 s: Clinton AvernXe—_.
Rochester, NY 14646-0700

C

180 S. Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY l4646-0700

180 S. Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY 14646-0700

Name

David C. Mitchell

John K. Purcell

Frederick R. PestoriUs

ARTICLE VII

The board of directors of the corporation, at a meeting duly.

called for such purpose, shall fix and determine the consideration

to be received for the shares . of the corporation 
by a majority

vote.

ZUGEIL KInMI,

BOLINSKE & SMITH
DIS'iARCK. N.D.

4

• i'i

I



ARTICLE .VIII

Any board of directors' action, other than an action

requiringshareholder approval, may be taken by written action

signed by a number of directors that would be required to take the•

same action at a neeing of the board at which all directors were

present.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the abqe-named incorporator signed these

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION this •', day of June, 1990.

-	 --

DanIei S. KuntZ

Iar:arts.dsk

STATE 01 UOTfj DA;QT;

/

dewor

.	 I 4.

Zuclin, KIaMIS
	 3.

I1OIJNK[ & SMITH
fli;.r c:. N ,D.



STV1EdET or CONSE'!' TO SE R' AS aEGISTEI'LED AGENT

.:tt.1t/ of

;t it • it .1 1ith Dakota

fii	 Oorntt: an Fa1a13r1 Ounss CorpotatIOflS.

iiICtC ort;inais • (Tv0 cople, bothtearing orItfl3I sinatUiCI.)

riling ree - 10.00

File No.

Complete this section if the rcistaed agent is an Individual.

S. Kulltz	 ,hereby accept the appointment to serve

(Prin t legibly or type)

in the capacity of registered agent for the corporation known as	
Minot Telephone Company

-.-.-----

(Exact corporate name)

JUfl	 1.9,	 19 90

	

_____	 >'•	 -, ..
(r.lonth, Day, F. Year)

(signature of re3Istcre.35.cnt)

Completethis iecttOfl If the re . istcrC agent Is  corporation.	 .

being the ____________________of
(Print legibly or type)	

(Title) -

hereby accept on behalf of

(Exact corporate name)

the appointment to serve in the

(Exact corporate name)

capacity of registered agent for the corporation known as 	 .

(Exact corporate name)

.19
--	 (Month, Oay.& Year)	

(Exact corporate name of corporation acting. as agent)

By
(Signature of corporate officer)

(Title)

TM; flilni is pursuant to Sec. 10.19.1-15. Sec. 10.2 .0,and Sec. 10.22 .00. N,O.C.C.	 .

lliluj Data:	 __-	 — I /	 I9__

Cy

flecoi p t No.

9,





Heibling, Sharon D.
From:	 Helbling, Sharon D.
Sent:	 Wednesday, December 22, 1999 12:20 PM
To:	 Binek, William W.; Fahn, Patrick J.
Subject: SRT Reseller Certificates

I visited with Warren Hight about these and he said they will be looking at some of those
things later on. Right now they're only concerned with the current merger and PC&N's.
Later in January they will figure out what they want to do with the other certificates and
will let us know.



Heibling, Sharon D.
From:	 Jeffcoat-Sacco, Illona
Sent:	 Tuesday, December 21, 1999 1:45 PM
To:	 Heibling, Sharon D.
Subject: RE: SRT PC&N

For Souris—clear everything with Bill—I just haven't done enuf on this one to be
comfortable deciding what to do. Thanks.

Original Message-----

From: H&biing, Sharon h.
Sent: Tuesday s becember 21, 1999 1:34 PM
To:	 Jeffcoat-Sacco, Illona

Souris River Telecommunications Cooperative has a Certificate of Registration to
provide "statewide interexchange private line telecommunications services with
facilities in North Dakota". Since there is no Souris River Telecommunications
Cooperative, will that have to be reissued to SRT Communications, Inc.?

The other PC&N certificates that are being transferred-do we reissue them or
something else? For resellers' name changes I reissue everything. But this
really isn't a name change, they're transferring the certificates. So, any ideas as
to how we should do this? The big thing is , whatever we decide to do, we have
to try to be consistent in the future.

I'm leaving at 3:30. Shelly went to lunch and didn't get back til almost 1, so I
decided to skip lunch and leave early.



Helbling, Sharon D.
From:	 Jeffcoat-Sacco, Illona
Sent:	 Tuesday, December 21, 1999 1:46 PM
To:	 Heibling, Sharon D.
Subject: RE: SRT PC&N

On the others—how did we do the U S WEST buy/sell? Those were transfers of
certificates. We'd do these the same

Original Message-----

From: Heiblirig, Sharon b.
Sent: Tuesday, becember 21, 1999 1:34 PM
To:	 Jeffcoat-Sacco, Illona
Subject: SRT PC&N

Souris River Telecommunications Cooperative has a Certificate of Registration to
provide "statewide interexchange private line telecommunications services with
facilities in North Dakota". Since there is no Souris River Telecommunications
Cooperative, will that have to be reissued to SRT Communications, Inc.?

The other PC&N certificates that are being transferred-do we reissue them or
something else? For resellers' name changes I reissue everything. But this
really isn't a name change, they're transferring the certificates. So, any ideas as
to how we should do this? The big thing is , whatever we decide to do, we have
to try to be consistent in the future.

I'm leaving at 3:30. Shelly went to lunch and didn't get back til almost 1, so I
decided to skip lunch and leave early.



••	 S•	
.	 •.	 ..	 ..	 '.	

S	 .•	 ..	 ..	 .. ..	 .,.•	 +.s	 S..

4	 ..	 ..	 ..	
..

W4Y A F'WF'F!tWFW' T AFTW TFjWANF' T 'TY Y ,TP'iTPIT TFAMYNT
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CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING

OF

SRT SERVICES CORP.

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the
State of North Dakota, hereby certifies that SRT
SERVICES CORP., a North Dakota business
corporation , was incorporated in this office on
October 20, 1993 and, according to the records of
this office as of this date, has paid all fees due
this office as required by North Dakota statutes
governing a North Dakota business corporation.

ACCORDINGLY the undersigned, as such
Secretary of State, and by virtue of the authority
vested in him by law, hereby issues this
Certificate of Good Standing to

SRT SERVICES CORP.

Dated: January 4, 1994

114
Alvin A. Jaeger
Secretary of State
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State of North Dakota
SECRETARY STATE

CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING

OF

SOURIS RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the
State of North Dakota, hereby certifies that
SOURIS RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE , a
North Dakota MUTUAL AID CORPORATION, was
incorporated in this office on October 19, 1951
and, according to the records of this office as of
this date, has paid all fees due this office as
required by North Dakota statutes governing a
North Dakota MUTUAL AID CORPORATION.

ACCORDINGLY the undersigned, as such

H	 Secretary of State, and by virtue of the authority

xvj	
vested in him by law, hereby issues this
Certificate of Good Standing to

SOURIS RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE

Issued July 22, 1999

jllt-t-z

Alvin A. Jaeger
Secretary of State

•	 ____________
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State of North Dakota
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c	 CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING

OF

SOURIS RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the
State of North Dakota, hereby certifies that SOURIS
RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE , a North
Dakota mutual aid corporation , was incorporated in
this office on October 19, 1951 and, according to
the records of this office as of this date, has
paid all fees due this office as required by North

	

Dakota statutes governing a North Dakota mutual aid 	 I
corporation

	

ACCORDINGLY the undersigned, as such Secretary 	 )
of State, and by virtue of the authority vested in

	

him by law, hereby issues this Certificate of Good 	 H
Standing to

SOURIS RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE

Dated December 7, 1994

Alvin A Jaeger	 r	 \\
Secretary of State

----------
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State of North Dakota

o:••-
NORI

CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING

OF

SOURIS RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of the
State of North Dakota, hereby certifies that
SOURIS RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE , a
North Dakota mutual aid corporation , was
incorporated in this office on October 19, 1951
and, according to the records of this office as of
this date, has paid all fees due this office as
required by North Dakota statutes governing a
North Dakota mutual aid corporation.

ACCORDINGLY the undersigned, as such
Secretary of State, and by virtue of the authority
vested in him by law, hereby issues this
Certificate of Good Standing to

SOURIS RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE

Dated: January 4, 1994

it',-

Alvin A. Jaeger
Secretary of State
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	 \i.SOURIS RIVER TELE?EOIE LUTJAL AID CCRPOR(TION
2.	 -

To Thomas Hall, Secretary of State North Dakota

e '- he tmaersgriec, rosdents of t-e st Pt, e of

iorth Dakota ana of the territory to be Served here
5

by, for the purpose of formin a corporations (hore .	•
S	 S

inefter referred to as the	 elf) under the
I	 S

I5:utua1 Aid Coraoration Act of the state of Nor--'
S

• Dakota, do hereby aaotio following art i cles 0-

10 S	 incororation:

11	 l The name of the corporation is Souris-

1 2	 River Telephone Lhitual Aid Cororbion
0 	.

2 The Purpose for which the corporation

1 1.	 is orcn1zeck i s to furnish, improve and expand tele.

15	 phono service0 It's existence shall be peroetual0.

16

	

	 3. The place velhere the .rincipal business

of the Cooperative will be trnsacted is Velva, North

iS	 Dakota0	 •
S	 •

N

Lo The fines are intended to run in and

through Viells County, Sheridan County, McLean County,

Pierce County, Renville County, Lie Henry County, Ward
22

County and tart of ottineau County. North Dakota0
23

Part of the main lines wil]. run from Fessondn, Wells
•	 21.	 .	 .	 .

•	 County to Donnybrook; Ward County, and from Uphrnn,

Me Henry County to Ryder, crd County0 The estimated

27	
length of the lines .i1 be 300 miles, and the esI tarnated cost of the line is 2.00O,OOOOO

2	 The C000rative is organized without

eapit'1 stock and .the Drop9rty rights and interests	 I
of the meiiibers shall- be tin equal. The general rules

applicable to all momberz by tn3h the property @ghts

C	 %/LDrcO'i1 
TTOfl	 T L\W
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•	 17
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19

20

21

23

21

and interests i'esiectivev of each member shall be

determined and fixed are as follows:

Upon dissoiuton, if ter (a) all debts and
liabilities of the Coorerative shall have
been paid, aid (b) all capital f'urnished
throuch oatronage shall have been retired
as nrovidcd in the , by lav;s, the remaining
rooerty and assets of the Cooperative

shall be distributed amona the members and
former members in the proportion which th e
aggregate patronage of each bears •td the
total oatronage of all such members,.

*	 6. The Cornoratin is authorized to borrow

money in an amount not to exceed TEN MILLION DOL.LRS

0,000000000)do1larso

70 Thenames and residences of the persons

who shall constitute the first boird of directors of

the CooDorative and who shall serve until their suc-

cessors are elected and oualifiecl are:

Name	 • 	 Residence

Edward Haimier.Pres.	 • Velva, N. Dak0

	

s_so1r Secy., Tres	 ' Ve1vaN. Dak.

Tierritt Viarner. Vice Pres. 	 Ryder. N. Dak.

Emil Sitz Jr.	 Drake, N. Da1,:0
A. el Ionaslie 	 -- /Townor No Dak.

Tony Faul 

• Lawrence Erickson • 	
--	 •inot, N. Dak.	 -.

Loon Birdsall	
-•	 Berthold, N. Dk.

25

26
	

IN VJITNESS V1HEEEOF 3 we
	

hereunto set Our .hfld •

27
	

and. seal th i s 	 /	 day of
	 Z, l95l

•	 .zi	 .i,LL'L/I-	 (O-..J/	 '—_/-	 (sEAL)
•	 ,.,	 ?	 .-"LJ'	 I).,

SE AL)
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PRIVATE CORPORATIONS
DUPLICATE 

-	 :

S .1

Alm//Amm
I

ri) 1!?l) '	 ' r	 __	 r' r	 rr' ITT y'1 f?

'iiid othersii tc filed in tins oulice declaration in writing orAlti IC! 1 S 01 INCORPORATION 'is provided b the lasts of this State, set
ting forth all the facts required to	 t tied Llicrcni, tuti havec in all respects complied with the requirements of the law b°' eriiiiig the form-
.10oil of jirivaLe corporations

Nov.-,therefore, 1, 	 WLU	 , SecreLary.of State of the State of North Da kota,ott by irtue and authority of I , do hereby
certify tha t said p ii tics their issoertics md successors, have bccoine abod y politic and corpot tie, under (lie Corpor tie name of 	 't

	

(vf-LV	 HE'V c-.)
tud by that ii tine have a ri,hit to sue mud be sued, purchase,ise holdand coiivcy real and per

	

1	 Ii	 m,i1 to i L% C	 eiijo,.i ill the i ihits oil jjri jk,.,cs granted to m p i tim m_or

	

0I ti lou in1.'t Lite I ts of t1uu State, subjici to their ;rtucics 1 iuucorpor'ttioii mimI ill h' ml 	 i
restrictions and liabilities in icltt.toii thieeto

JII Cctnnoiut Ql1jctcof, I lrisc hcicnnto set un Ii intl and affixed the Greit e'il of the SI-tie
JtL

	

it Lite Capitol in time Cit of Bisnrucl Ibis______T1IO) 	 i71i

•	 Or'tflFi?	 Al) 19•
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D'ENT or

21	 A1.TICLES OFASSOCT 'ION
The undersigned cooperative adonts tL. _o1ioing Amendirie rit to is

3 1, ArtIc1es of Association:
1 The fl ame of this cooeiatve is SOUL1S River Tc]cphoe

511 .Mu tual Aid Corporation.

2	 inc fo)loui ng mondmcnt to Ar.cle Vi o -f the AiLc1os

4 :	 of Association of this ccperative was adopted on November 23,

8:1 1-95, a	 tect.g or its TflOLbe2.S

car ornton iS aUtnOiZCC to LOOt money
10	 in an amount not to exceed Tentv 11.11ion Dollars

I	 ($20?000.0100.00)..
lI

3
T. c P11De. cf "enbc.s o. the cooperative J. s oghoen (18)

U	 13j	 4	 2ne numc of	 s von :OJ LflJ C1tiCflCPIOt1 c's

ii
14Il Ln1teer' (13) a. It.-henuo_ o rncbc	 o-'s	 oh menct-

u	
15	

rj3 none
C	 101

-it.L3 4. z )ea at	 iot	 \o	 i'	 Li	 of	 3959
..!

-	 jOMIS	 1 .v.. L^?tTOi\	 Fu'IJL

j
<.	 201

-

L3 a

23	
-	 ac'ict	 Th

24I
"C

si r p	 Thi

t	 j	 --

SO!

i

(	 ///
•	

/:':.	 ...............

31j	

Jt\

	

ñ	 .
33	 . ..-	 .•	 .	

' 	 -i	 -

I
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CERTIFICAI E or AvEWDMrNT	 r.& S_jç,
670-

)

DEPAiTMENr	 OF STATE

ij

To 411 to Whom these ?iesintc Slit-i/i Co,ne2

	

•-,	 j[	 .
ii_is filed ill this olhice _L ccrtufic__itt.__N provided b _Liii_I__ts oftiu State, settiii _orthi _illl fie facts riqnjruito lie states] thitruti andIi is in all respects COftiplild %sIthi the prov isions of LIII I t%% governing the amendments of Articles of Incorpor ition tini Ii is tniuidul
its Stick, of Incorporation aS follows, to-wit:__ 	 I	 cr A : o i - 'siot ç

000I_ 1 01, ___ OIL_' ___ t. on _DA_c'.co)0

Now tiiert.foit., I ccrct ir of State of the
State of North I) thot i, ill s irtue oid h tuthorit of Law. do lie )y issue this Certificate2	 •:	 of Auic,idiiieiit.

SJ L	
IN I I Si IMON% Will RI"OR 1 have hereto set my hand and affixed the (rt it Seal

of Liii Stateat Liii Capitofil , thi City of Bismarck, this	 i,	 -

IN

PIN

C (lay o	 19_9

P. MF I r7g
/

Secret tr of t'ttc

______	
------

iJ	 p.ioii	 iiti



'-	 ¶

ARTICLES or ANENDMENT
OF	 L

SOURIS RIVER TELEPHONEiUTuAL. AID CORPORATION -. 	 .

Souris Rivet Telepnone Mutual Aid Corporation files these

Articles of Amendment: . 	 . .	 .

The name of this cooperative: association is Souris

River Telephone Mutual Aid Córporatioi

Article 6 of the Articles of Iicorporation of Souris

III

:'	 -•y:

-,!---._

River Tele phoi-ie Mutual Aid Corporation is amended to

read as follows:

116. The corporation is authorized to borrow
in on amount not exceeding FIFTY MILLION
DOLLARS ($50,000)000.00).0

The foregoiig .amer1nient was adopted on December. 20, 196

The .number of members of Souris River Telephone Mutual

Aid Corporation on December 20 5 1968, was 7,943.

The number of members voting on the amendment was

S84. The vote for nd aga ins t the amendtnnt was:

FOR - 4296

•	 .•	 -

- J	 _1

Vernon F. Car is on, Pros ident
Souris River Teieohon

Mutuvi Aid Corporation

AGAINST - 588

•'2	 _____
Ardine Ness, Secretary
Souris River Telephone

Mutual Aid Corporation

Vernon F. Carison, ieing first duiy-sorn, deposes and says

22 1 that he is President of Souris. River Telephone Mutual Aid

Corporation, that ho has read the foregoing 4irticies of uendtnent

and that the contents of said Articles are true and correct.

Vernon I C it lson, Ptesident

Subccribed and sworn to befote me this	 d of	 r

l96

/
'My commissionconissiôn expires: 	 .	 •	 Notay PublicC).	 tlatd CouLity"14orth. Dakota

I r Nt3L	 IrnIrsAc, 'ZCd	 flDC' MAflQC	 t'Uro';C	 1 11 1 1!;Sioll d p	 s	 u,

'.7--	 -- .::.-:::--.,--.-.-------..	 .-	 .-..•.	 -•
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	 CERTIFICATE OF JMEND1MEN1 ---
i

• -.	 -	 --------	 I1
OF	 -•-	 r..

If'1	 IfJ	 - -

C.'_________________

The undersigned, as SLc1_t1t or tte or the St-itc of North Doti, licreby certifies that duplicate

originals of Articles of Amendment to the Articles or Inccriomtion of

duly signed and verified pursuat tothe provisions of the North Dakota	
0

•

	

	 Corporation Act, have been rcccid in this office and	 :.
are found to conform to law.

ACCORDINGLY the u tide rIgtied, as such SLclLtlty o SLtL, 'md b virtue ot the tuthority
vested in him by law, hereby issues this Certificate of Amendment to the Articles of Jtcorpora-	 •• 0

tion of-_______

_ C	 - i 

and attaches Iiu.to t duplicate orninil of the. \It!ClL ot \mendmLnt

M	
.	 -	 -	

0

IN TESTiMONY WHERflOF, I have hereto 	 1t
0	 set my hand and affixed the Great Seal of 	 -	

0•

the State of North Dakota at the Capitol in 0

--	 .	 the City of l3isi arck,_t	 ; u;,'u day	 0	 0

0	 -.	 .	 •	 .	

-	 •.

	

0	 -	 •	
--	 SEAL	 0	 _ENEIER	

0	 -	 ••	 -.

Sec retar' of State, -	-	 0	 -

File No.	 -	 _______	 ______- _-_.__-	 -	 • 0 • -0	 •	
•	 :	 Deputy

DUrLtCATE

.-.,--	 -.--:
•	 -	 -	

0	 •.,j	 0	 0	 0

-k	 •-..	 -	 -	 0	
-	

-.	 00	 -	 0	
.•	

-.

0	 -	 •	

-	 :	 --	 •	
-.	 !..-	 -	 •	

0	
..-

-	 0	 •	 •	 -	
-	 .	 .	 0	

0	 •	
-0•

F'0
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SOURIS RIVER TELEPtIONC 	

ç

MUTUAL AI

RESTATED	

\

RESTATED ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION'- 	 SS	 5

Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Coipotatiofl-. aital

aid cooperative located at 'Minot, North' Dahota adopts restated

articles of association as follows:

A. The name of the. Cooperative is .Souris River Telephone

Mutual Aid Corporation.	 .	 .

B. The following restatec articles of àssoc.atiofl were

adopted. on November 13,-1980:

ARTICLE I. NAME: The name of this jnutuaL aid, ccbperatiVe
is Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Cooperative. 	 .

ARTICLE II. EXISTENCE: The period of existence of this
Cooperative sal1 be perpetual.

ARTICLE III. PURPOSES: 'The purposes for which this
Cooperative is organized are to furnish, improve and
exoand. communications services including reception,
transmission and delivery of sound and visual services, of

- all kinds without limitations, in,the Countieof Wells
Sheridan, McLean, Pierce, cHenry, Ward, Renville, Bottineau,
Rolette, Mountrail and in . adjacent counties in the State
of North Dakota. This Cooperative may engage in any.
ativity-with .n the purposes for which cooperatives may-
be organized.	 ...	 .	 .

ARTICLE IV. PRINCIPAL OFFICE: The p,ritcipaiToff :eof
this Cooperative is located at Minot, North Dakota.

ARTICLE V. COOPERATIVE ORGANIZATION: The Cdoperfive is
a non-profit membership corporation, orgnized without
capital stock, and the propertyr-ights an interests of
the members shall be unequal.

ARTICLE VI. -MEMBERSHIP: Provisions for qualifications;
requirements, method of acceptance, terms, conditions,
terminations ,.i and other incidents of membership shall be
set forth in the Blaws;-- .	 .

ARTICLE VII.	 DATION: Upon disohition. ,--.after (a)
all debts and liabilites of the Cooperative shallhavC
been paid, and (h) all capital furnished through patronage 	 -.
shall have been retired as provided in the bylaws, the
5remaining property and assets of the Cooperative shall be
d:ist'ributcd among the patrons and former patrons on an
equitable basis insofar as practicable in the proportion
which the aggregate patronage of each bears to the total

30 •-	 patronage of all such patrons unless otherwise provided-
by law.

ARTICLE VIII. BOARD OF DIRECTORS: The business nd	 - J

32	 -	 affairs of this ooperativc . shafl be managed by a'-Board 	
-,

of Diredtors composed of not less than nine, members, the
33 -
	 .	 iuniber to be -fixed by the bylaws. DireCtors shall be

elected by the members at a member meeting in the manner
and for the terms piovidad in the bylaws



•	 •

ARTICLE IX. SUPERSEDE: These restated articles supdrsede,
existing-articles and amendments,. 	 •:

C The. number of1membeisof this-mutual- aid corporation

on November 13, 1980', was 10,882.

4
	

D. The number of menibers voting for such restated articles

.5'	 was 494. The number of members voting against such restated

--articles was none.

Dated this 19th day-of--NoVember, 1980.

Von Carison, President	 Ardine Ness, Secretary
Souris 'River Telephone	 Souris River Telephone
Mutual Aid Cori .ation	 Mutual Aid Corporation

	

N •	 • 	 • 	 S	 • 	 -

Subcribed and sworn to before me this 19th day of November,.
1980.	 •	 '	 •	 , . 

	 •:	 '-

-----------_-.-iiiiIii1i 	 bert L. ' L1escEe, Notary Public- ­­
Ward
My-comrassion eoires 	 7-07-34

S
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CERTIFICATE OF AMENDMENT
LM

OF.

T!t'?o::

	

.!	 The undersigned, as Sccrctarv of State of the Ste of:North Dakota, hereby cc' tifis that duplicate

-
originals of AmkksöfAmendrnent to the Articles of Jncorporatioaof. 

-	 -	 TiLEI1O	 r

duly signedand irifiëd pursuant to the proii 	 of the North Dkot

	

i	 Corpomtionc	 bLLnrccLlcd in-thisohd
are found to conform to law. 	 .	 .

	

k	 .	 .

--	 ACCORDINGLY- the- undersigned, as 	 Secretary of State; and by virtue of the authority"

	

I	 sted in him b	 hereby Issues this Ccthficatc of Amendment to the Articles of Incorpora

RLtion of_':4	 -------.	 -
•	 -	 .	

-•iiI —
d itticlieheeto 1 duplicate originil of the Articles of Ainedment —

	

--	 .	 IN TESThMONYV EFI-jiave hereunto set
- ----	 my hand and a1thcd the Cleat 	 tjj6-State

•	 . .	 -	 - - -	 the Capitol in the City of Bismarck, this.

ElfI
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:

RESTATED ARTICLES OF ASS075838
	OP 	 U51

SOURIS RIVER TELEPHONThUTUAL AID COOPERATIVE

I	 .. S.

	

: :	 I	 Souris River Teleuhone Mutual Aid Cooperative,
a cooperative association, adopts restated articles

• !I of association as follows: 	 .	 .

A. The name of the Cooperative is. Souris River
Telephone 1utual Aid Cooperative. 	 .

B. The 5 following restated articles of association.

	

.. .	 were adoDteci on October-16, 1990.	
•.	 • -

ARTICLE I.	 ANE: . The name of this Cooperative 	 • ..

is Souris River Telecommunications Cooperative.,.
.	 .-

ARTICLE II.	 EXISTENCE:	 The period of existence'
.	 of this Cooperative shall be perpetual.	 :	 •

ARTICLE III.	 PURPOSES:	 The purposes for which -.
this Cooperative is organized are to furnish, improve
and expand telecommunications services in the State

•	 .	 -	 of -North Dakota.	 This Cooperative may engage iff

	

I.	
any activity within the purposes for- which coopera-. 	 . S

tivos may be organized.	 .	 .	 ..	 .-

ARTICLE IV. PRINCIPAL OFFICE: The principal office
of this Cooperative is located at Minot, North. 	 .•.
Dakota.	 5•5

5	 .•
17

ARTICLE V. COOPERATIVE ORGANIZATION:, This Coopera-
tive is a nonprofit membership corporation,-organized

•	 without capital stock, pursuant to North Dakota
Century Code Chapter 10-15.

• ARTICLE VI.	 ME MBERSHIP:	 Provisions for, qualfi-.
cation., re quirements, method of acceptance, term
conditions, terminations, and Iother incidents . 0

-1:	 . .

	

.	 membership shall be set-forth in the bylaws.
.5.	 .	 .

S	
S	 S	 . 	 .

	

-- I	 ARTICLE VII. LIQUIDATION:. Upon dissolution, after 	 -

(a) all debts and liabilities of this Cooperative
shall have been paid, and (b) all capital furnished . . . .
through patronage shall have been retired as provided	 . .
in the . bylaws, the remaining property and assets 	 .
of the çooeiative shall be distributed among the
members and former members oil 	 equitable. .basis

	

16	 insofar as practicable in the proportion which
th' aggregate patronage of each bears to the total	 .-

of all such members unless otherwise
•	 provided by law.	 .	 . .	 .

PrnNcLt a HtRIGSTAD,
P.O. (3ox moo	 -	

1	 - . .	 .•	 S.

	

M oi N0 11111 0	 0702



	

I	 ARTICLE VIII. BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Th business .
and affairs of this Cooperative shall be managed 	 '.
by a' Board of Directors composed of not less than -
nine members, the number to be fixed by the bylaws.

3 Directors shall be elected by the—members at a
member meeting in the manner and for the terms
provided in the bylaws.

articles*
-

	

5	 ARTICLE IX.	 SUPERSEDE:	 These restated	 t
supersede existing articles and amendments.

C	 The number of members of this Association on
October 16, 1990, was _10,678.

D	 The nuriber of members voting for such restated
articles was -476	 . The number of members voting.
against such esttea articles ''.as 	 -0-	 -

	

0	 Dated this 16th da of October , 1990.

SOURIS RIVER TELEP'ONE	 t-
MUTUAL  1IDCOOPERATI\	 '

I)oñovanArnol6	 -	 -
Its President

I And
By

•	 I	
'	 iTton A. Rotlie

-	 Its Secretary

STATE OF NORTh DAKOTA )	 -	 •. . -

	

IT	
) ss.	 •

COUNTY OF WARD	 )

On this 16th day of October , 1990 1 before me"-) personally appeared Donovan Arnold and 1ilton A. Rothe,
know• to me to be the President and Secretary, respec-

-	 t2voly, of the corporation that 'is described in, and 	 •
-:	 -that e:-:ecutod the within instrument, 'and acthow1edged

	

21	 tic me that such cornoration execute

•	 •	 Jan/-rh'Sobby,	 Notary Public
cr	

--	 • '•	 -F	 t1e State of North Dakota.	 "
-	 C?	 1v.-comm'ssion expires07-15-94

of Soto)	 -
IL

PrnNcL C4 HCrflGSTAI.
P.O. Uo 1000

".	 l-lo. t,'OrtTll DAKOTA 50702

--*

HTIIII	 -.

-r--- Sr	 7r-	 'S	

IM	

Ilk! ... -	 .•.........

2.





4945900	 3615 N BDWY P0 BOX
2027 MINOT ND	 iu-zuzi t'.	 I	 UL1ILULN COMPANIES CHANGE OF NAME

SOURIS RIVER TELEPHONE MUTUAL AID COOPE 3615 N BROADWAY P 0 BOX 2027
MINOT ND	 58702-2027	 SOURIS RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE
3615 N BDWY P0 BOX 2027 MINOT ND	 58702-2027	 10/29/90	 103644
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	 k 7gT/7
ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

	

1
	 OF

SRT SERVICES -CORP. -
'LJ3L

I, the undersigned natural person of the age of
4 

eighteen years or more, acting as incorporator of a

corporation under the North Dakota Business Corporation Act,

adopt the following Articles of Incorporation for such

corporation:

	

SF	 Article 1. The name of said corporation shall be

H SRT Services Corp.

	

10	 Article 2. The purposes for which the corporation is

	

II	 organized are to provide administrative services in

telecommunications, to invest in telecommunications

	

3	 enterprises, and to engage in any other business which may

	

14	 lawfully be conducted by a North Dakota business

	

15	 corporation.

	

16	 Article 3. The aggregate number of shares which the

H corporation shall have authority to issue is 50,000 shares

	

is	 of no par value per share.

	

H
	

Article 4. The address of the initial registered agent

	

20	 for the corporation is 3615 North Broadway, P.O. Box 2027,

	

21	 Minot, North Dakota 58702; the name of its initial

	

1)	
registered agent at that address is Warren Hight.

Article 5. The name and address of the incorporator is

	

24	 Warren Hight, 3615 North Broadway, P.O. Box 2027, Minot,

	

25	 North Dakota 58702.

Dated this 14th day of October,

Warren Hiaht. Tncrncratcr	PRINGL & 	HERIGSTAD, P.C.	 -

	

Pa.	 Box 1000	 A
M	 NORTH DAKOTA 58702	 /	 FILED l2	 0	 19

SECRETA0.0i:



	
/

	

/

REGISTERED AGENT'S CONSENT

I, Warren Hight, declare that I am the registered agent

named in these Articles of Incorporation, and I consent to

serve in such capacity.

Dated this 14th day of October, 	 1993.

/J/tt	 f'
1'rren Hight

lo

Ii

9

20

21

23

	 FILED	 19

24

26

PRINGLE & HERIGSTAD. P.C.
P.O. Sox 1000

MNo y . No p rx DxKorx 58702
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

CertIfcateNo.	 1559

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the

authority for the construction and operation of a telephone plant0for system in the

exchanges of Butte and Granyi11paMty4txg5,WzCWqzK North Dakota,

by Sauna River Telephone Mutual Aid	 This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and order
Corporation

of this Commission, dated	 SeptemLer 9, 1971	 in Case No.	 8277	 and is subject to the

conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for

the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

a the service area covered by this Certificate includes all of the area previously

served from the Butte and Granville exchanges of Northwestern Bell Telephone Company

as shown in detail on Exhibit A as filed with the Application.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this	 9th

of _*p4a 12sr	 . 1971	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

ATTTs

By
Commissioner.

IN-? 69 GROSS PRINTING CO.	 2 #Llpo-
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIOL'.
-3

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

In the Matter of the Joint Application of the Souris
River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation and Northwestern
Bell Telephone Company for authority to buy and sell
the Butte and Granville telephone exchanges for Souris
to discontinue the Kief and Kongsberg exchanges, con-
solidating the service areas into a single exchange to
be known as Butte and to be located in the City of
Butte, North Dakota; to discontinue the Granville ex-
change, consolidating that service area into the Deering,)
North Dakota, exchange; and for a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity for the enlarged exchange
areas at Butte and Deering; and for the toll telephone ) 	 CASE NO. 8277
facilities to be jointly provided to the exchange in the
City of Butte, North Dakota, for the joint provision of )
Extended Area Service Butte to Drake and Butte to Velva.

ORDER GRANTING APPLICATION

On July 12, 1971, the Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corpora-

tion, hereinafter referred to sometimes as Souris, and the Northwestern Bell

Telephone Company, hereinafter referred to sometimes as Northwestern, filed

a Joint Application requesting authority as set forth in the title of this

Order.

On July 23, 1971, this Commission issued ts Notice of Opportunity

for Hearing wherein all interested parties were given opportunity to file

their objections or requests for hearing in this matter on or before August

13, 1971. This deadline has passed and only one objection was received.

The Commission has considered this objection in rendering their decision

herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT APPEARING that Souris is a public utility op-

erating a telephone system in the State of North Dakota and as part of that

system they provide local exchange service in the Deering, Kief and Kongsberg

areas, all in North Dakota, and likewise that Northwestern is a public utility

operating a telephone system in the State of North Dakota and as part thereof

they provide local exchange service in the Butte and Granville, North Dakota,

areas, and in addition, they provide toll service in many areas of the State

of North Dakota part of which is toll service over open wire toll lines to

the Butte exchange, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the Applicants, Northwestern and Souris,

have agreed to sell and buy, respectively, the local exchange properties

located at Butte and Granville and that as part of said agreement, Souris

proposes to discontinue the operation of its telephone exchanges at Kief and

Kongsberg combining the systems presently operated from these exchanges

RECD SEP 13 1971
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with the existing exchange at Butte whereat they will construct and install

-	 central office and other equipment necessary to provide buried one-party

service to all subscribers of all three existing exchange areas and that

provision of such service will then result in calling without toll charge

between all three of these exchanges and, in addition, the Applicants pro-

pose to jointly provide toll-free calling between the resulting Butte ex-

change and the Northwestern exchanges located at Drake and Velva, North

Dakota, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Souris proposes to discontinue the op-

eration of the Grmville exchange and to consolidate the service area of

this exchange with the existing service area of the Deering exchange and to

install the necessary equipment to provide buried one-party service with

toll-free calling to the Minot exchange, and that this will also result in

toll-free calling between the subscribers of the present Deering and Gran-

yule exchanges, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the Applicants propose to jointly con-

struct a buried toll cable and associated toll terminal equipment between

the exchanges located at Velva and Butte, North Dakota, and to use said

cable in the prOvision of toll message service to and between these exchanges,

and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Souris, in connection with their take

over of the Granville exchange, proposes to take over the service areas of

four farmer-owned switcher companies presently serving 31 member-subscribers

and that this proposition is in response to a petition from member-sub-

scribers of said companies asking Souria to take over their service areas

and indicating their desire to abandon and dismantle their own telephone

facilities, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the joint proposals will generally result

in improved exchange and toll telephone service to the affected customers in

the exchanges involved in this proceeding and that the proposed storm-proof

facilities will reduce the possibilities of service outages due to weather,

and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the proposals made herein are legal and

in the public interests
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NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:

1. That Northwestern be and hereby is authorized to sell and

Souris be and hereby is authorized to buy all of the plant and system owned

by Northwestern and used to provide local exchange telephone service in the

exchanges at Butte and Granville, North Dakota;

2. That Souris be and hereby is authorized to construct and

operate a communications system within the area designated on exhibits

accompanying the joint application as service area of the Granville and

Butte exchanges of Northwestern Bell Telephone Company and accordingly here-

by is issued a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity as evidence

of said authority;

3. That Souris be and hereby is authorized to discontinue the

exchange at Granville and to consolidate the Granville service area with that

of the existing Souris exchange located at Deering;

4. That Souris be and hereby is authorized to discontinue their

existing local exchanges at Kief and Kongsberg and to consolidate the exchange

areas relating thereto with the service area of the Butte exchange with the

entire area being served from the Butte exchange;

5. That Northwestern be and hereby is authorized to abandon its

present open wire toll facilities used in providing toll telephone service to

the existing Butte exchange and that both Northwestern and Souris be and

hereby are authorized to jointly construct a buried toll cable, with associated

toll terminal equipment, between the cities of Velva and Butte, North Dakota,

with points of connection between the jointly owned toll facilities as shown

in the exhibits accompanying the application.

6. That Souris and Northwestern be and hereby are authorized to

provide extended area service from Butte to Velva and from Butte to Drake,

North Dakota, and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the authorized service area covered by

the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity issued herein shall in-

clude all of the service area presently served by the Egg Creek Farmers Tele-

phone Company, Farmers Telephone Company of Saline Township, Kottke Valley

Telephone Company and the United Farmers Telephone Company, all of Glenburn,

North Dakota, and all with service areas located in the Glenburn exchange, and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in the event that Souris acquires the

Granville and Butte properties prior to completion of its exchange consoli-

dations and service improvements, the legal rates in effect at that time for
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a comparable size exchange of Northwestern Bell Telephone Company shall

apply, and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Souris company shall notify this

Commission by Certified Mail upon completion of the exchange consolidation

/	 and application of their system rates for the resulting service.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota this 9th	 day of September,

1971.

(S E A L)	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

s/s
RICHARD A. ELKIN, President

s/s
BEN J. WOLF, Commissioner

s/s
BRUCE }]AGEN, Commissioner

ATTEST:

Secretary

BUY NORTH DAKOTA PRODUCTS

MMMU



day of_J pnuary	 , 19_67 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

AT'7 p
Secretary.

By'&1V
Commissioner.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Certificate No. _7L.3

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the

-	 constrUCtion and operation	 of

telephone	 plant or system at * see below 	 North Dakota,

by Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and

order of this Commission, dated Januar y 30, 1967	 in Case No	 6748	 and is subject to the

conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said

securing	

River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for

the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

Provide toll telephone service over a buried cable from the Mohall Repeater to

Sherwood, Tolley and Mohall and from Glenburn and Lansford to the Minot Air Force Base.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this- 30th



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

C

In the Matter of the Joint Application )
of Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid
Corporation and Northwestern Bell 	 )
Telephone Company for a Certificate of
Public Convenience and Necessity for )
certain toll telephone facilities from )	 CASE NO 68
the Mohall Repeater near Nohall, North )
Dakota to Talley, Sherwood and Mohall )
North Dakota, and from Glenburn and )
Lansford, North Dakota, to Minot Air )
Force Base, North Dakota, and for )
authority to remove certain existing )
toll telephone facilities.

ORDER GRANTING APPLICi

WI THE COMMISSION:

On November 9, 1966
, the Applicants, Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid

Corporation and the Northwestern Bell Telephone Company, filed with this Com-

mission their Application wherein they requested authority for the Souris River

Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation to construct and operate buried toll and exchange

telephone cables from the existing Mohall Repeater, owned and operated by Souris

River west of Mohall, North Dakota, to the central offices of the telephone

exchanges at Tolley, Sherwood and Mohall, North Dakota, and to connect said toll

telephone cables to microwave facilities of the Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid

Corporation at their Mohall Repeater thereby making connection to the toll tele-

phone network of the Northwestern Bell Telephone Company over the existing-micro-

wave route between said Mohall Repeater and the Minot Air Force Base Repeater

whereat the network connection exists. The Applicants further requested authority

for the Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation to construct and ,
 operate

buried toll and exchange telephone cables from the central offices of the tele-

phone exchanges at Glenburn and Lansford, North Dakota, to the Minot Air Force

Base Repeater. In addition, the Applicants requested authority for Souris River

to construct and operate associated toll terminal equipment at the central offices

of Glenburn, Lansford, Mohall, Sher0Od -and Tolley, and for the Northwestern

Bell Telephone Company to remove its open wire toll telephone lines and associated

toll telephone equipment used at that time to provide toll telephone service to

the five exchanges of the Souris River Telephone Company upon completion of the

proposed construction and commencement of operations of the proposed buried toll

and exchange cables. On December 1, 196 6
, this Commission issued its Notice of

opportunity
 for Hearing to all interested persons wherein they were advised of
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Case No. 678 
file objections with, or request a hearing before, the

their opportunity to 

Commission on or before the 22nd day of December, 
1966.. There have been no such

objections or requests for hearing filed in this proceeding.

IT APPEARING
 that the Applicants are both engaged in the operations of a

telephone public utility system in the State of North Dakota and are subject to

the jurisdiction of this Commission.

IT FURTHER APPEARING that it is in the public interest for the Souris River

Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation to provide toll telephone service from its Mohall

Repeater to the central offices of the telephone exchanges at Tolley, Sherwood,

and Mohall, North Dakota over a buried cable, and from Glenburn and Lansford,

North Dakota to the Minot Air Force Base over a buried cable, where a microwave

connection is made from Mohall to the Minot Air Force Base to the toll telephone

network of the Northwestern Bell Telephone Company.

IT FURTHER APPEARING that it is in the public interest for Souris River

Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation to construct and operate associated toll terminal

equipment at the central offices of Glenburn, Lansford, Mohall, Sherwood and

Tolley, and for Northwestern Bell Telephone Company to remove its open wire toll

telephone lines and associated toll telephone equipment used to provide toll

telephone service to the five exchanges of the Souris River Telephone Company upon

completion of proposed construction and commencement of operation of the proposed

buried toll and exchange cables.

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the construction and operation of aforementioned

facilities is in the public interest, will not result in duplication of facilities

and is required by the public convenience and necessit
y

-

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid

Corporation be and hereby is authorized to provide toll telephone service over a

buried cable from the Mohall Repeater to Sherwood, Tolley and MohaU and from

Glenburfl and Lansford to the Minot Air Force Base.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Souris River Telephone 
Mutual Aid Corporation

be and hereby is authorized to construct and operate toll terminal equipment

at the central offices of Glenburn, Lansford, l4ohall, Sherwood and Tolley-

that the Northwestern Bell Telephone Company be
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED 

limes and
and hereby is authorized to remove its open wire toll. telephone 
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associated toll telephone equipment used to provide toll telephone service

to the five exchanges of Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation, upon

completion of the proposed construction and commencement of operation of the

proposed buried toll and exchange cables.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 30th day of January, 1967.

BY THE COMMISSION:

(SEAL)	 BEN J.LF
President

UCE HAGEN
Commissioner

RICHARD A. ELKIN
Commissioner

ATTEST:

(7'/1

Secretary

"BUY NORTH DAKOTA PRODUCTS"



ATTES

Secretary .
By	 olvt^K

Commissioner.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

CertIfIcate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Certificate No. _732

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the

Construction and operation of 	 of Telephone

-	 plant or system at	 see below)	 North Dakota,

bySinris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and

order of this Commission, dated December 30, 1966 	 in Case No. 6729	 and is subject to the
conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for
the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

* Telephone system in the areas adjacent to their Sawyer, North Dakota exchange and presently

served by the Simcoe Farmers and North Prairie Telephone Companies.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this _30th

day of_December	 , 19_66	
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

P,v T)frnn 



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

*ss * ** ****

In the Matter of the Application of North Prairie
Telephone Company, Simcoe Farmers Telephone Com-
pany and the Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid
Corporation for: (1) authority for the Souris
River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation to purchase )
and the North Prairie Telephone Company to sell
telephone properties of the North Prairie Company:
(2) authority for the Souris River Telephone Mutual
Aid Corporation to purchase and the Sinicos Farmers )
Telephone Company to sell telephone properties 	 )	 CASE NO. 6729
of the Sirncoe Company: () a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity to issue to the Souris 	 )
River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation authorizing
construction and operation of a telephone system in
areas adjacent to their Sawyer, North Dakota exchange)
and (Lv) authority for Souris River Telephone Mutual
Aid Corporation to apply existing rates and charges )
to subscribers in these adjacent areas.

ORDER GRANTING APPLICATION

BY THE COMMISSION:

On September 19, 1966, the North Prairie Telephone Company and Simcoe Farmers

Telephone Company made a joint application wherein they requested the several

authorities set forth in the title above. On September 26, 1966, the Souris

River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation joined with the North Prairie and Simcoe

Farmers Telephone Companies in tinir application as originally flied and requested

the similar authorities as set forth in the title above.

On November 16, 1966, this Commission issued its Notice of Opportunity for

Hearing wherein all interested parties were advised of their opportunity to file

objections with, or request a hearing before, the Commission on or before the 8th

day of December, 1966. No such objections or requests have been received.

IT APPEARING that the North Prairie Telephone Company and the Simcoe

Farmers Telephone Company are both farmer-owned and operated switcher line tele-

phone companies located in McHenry County, North Dakota, and are connected to and

presently receive switching service from the Velva exchange of the Northwestern

Bell Telephone Company.

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

Is a non-profit membership corporation organized and existing under the Laws of

the State of North Dakota and now owns and operates twenty-five telephone ex-

changes, one of which is the exchange at Sawyer, North Dakota, which has rural

facilities and subscribers located directly adjacent to the areas presently served

by the North Prairie and Simcoe Farmers Telephone Companies.



Orte in Case No. 6729	 Page 2

IT FURTHER APPEARING that all three companies are subject to the juris-

diction of this Commission.

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation,

The North Prairie and the Simcoe Farmers Telephone Companies have made telephone

sales agreements wherein it is proposed that the North Prairie and Simcoe Farmers

Companies sell their systems and the Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

buy said systems.

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

proposes to construct and operate telephone facilities extending from the Sawyer,

North Dakota exchange to the areas now served by the North Prairie and Simooc

Farmers Telephone Companies and to provide service thereby to all members and

other unserved parties located in the North Prairie and Simcoe Farmers Service

area.

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation,

in providing service from their Sawyer exchange, proposes to do so at existing

rates and charges and as part of the service from the Sawyer exchange will pro-

vide Extended Area Service to Velva and in addition will provide Extended Area

Service to the Minot exchange.

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the proposed purchase and sale of telephone pro-

perties is in the public interest.

IT FURTHER APPEARING that public convenience and necessity requires that

the Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation construct and operate the

proposed telephone facilities, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the existing rates and charges for telephone

service from Souris River's Sawyer exchange are fair and reasonable for appli-

cation to the service areas to be taken over from the North Prairie and Simcoe

Farmers Companies.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Simcoe Farmers Telephone

Company and the North Prairie Telephone Company be and hereby are authorized to

sell their telephone properties and the Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid

Corporation be and hereby is authorized to purchase said properties.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

be and hereby is issued a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

authorizing them to construct and operate a telephone system in the areas

adjacent to their Sawyer, North Dakota exchange and presently served by the
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Sizncoe Farmers and North Prairie T31ephone Companies as specifically outlined

in red on Applicant's Exhibit "A" as attached to the Application.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

be and hereby is authorized to apply existing rates and charges for telephone

services to subscribers in these adjacent areas.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 30th day of December, 1966.

BY THE COMMISSION -

RICHARD J. THOM'SON
President

BEN J. WOLF
Commissioner

BRUCE HAGEN
Commissioner

/

( S EAL )

ATTEST:

Secretary

"BUY NORTH DAKOTA PRODUCTS"



Certificate of Publi c Convenience and Neoeasifq

Certificate fte %L

TM IS TO C1J! That public oonv.nienc. and necessitq require, and permission is hereby granted for the

construction and oterationpf_a
in portions of the Counties of Bottinau, *cBenxy,

telethon._tlant or syat.a at Mountrail. Pierce , Renville, 	 Morth Dakota,
Sh.rdan, Wwd and Wells,

by_Souris River Telephone_Mual_L14_Qortora'.	This certificate is issued in accordance with the
tion, of Velva, North Dakotav

report and order of this Commissions dated_9ctober_23._195L_in Case No. 5182_and is subject to the

ooalittcna and 14.4 tatFna noted thereon.

CONDflIDtWi This certificate is conditions upon the said Souris _River _e1ehone Mutual _Aid_ Corporation. p

securing the consent, franchise, permits ordinances, or other authority of the proper naLicipal. or ether public

authority fOr the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

- — —

— — —

— —

Dated at B1RRRPOk, Worth Dakota, this 23rd

day of	 October _195L
	

I1*ip4iT.t:i_j.1

.4'
	 By._Ernest_Q._Nelson



PUBLIC S1VICE COMKISION

STATE OF 15)IB DAXOTA

In the latter of the Application ef )
Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid
Corporation, of Velva, North Dakotas

(1) For a certificate of public eon-
venienc. and necessity to construct	 CASE ND. 5102

and operate a telephone ayet.m;

(2) For authority to purchase certain
existing telephone properties,

FMIMS 07 FACT,
CO!CLUSID AND ORER

By the commissions

On July 16, 1954, the Souris River Telephone ?kitua]. Aid Corporation,

Of Yelva, North Dakota, filed an application with the Public Service Com-

missions (1) For a certificate of public convenience and necessity to

construct and operate a telephone systems and, (2) For authority to per-

chase certain existing telephone wopertiea.

The application was set for pUblic bearing at Minot, North Dakota, on

August 17, 1954; all interested parties more notified of said hearing in

the canner provided by law; the hearing wee duly held before Commissioner

! I. Brent, and the following appearances were entered $

Roy Uv.dson, Minot, North Dakota, appearing as Attorney for Souris

River Telephone luttal Aid Corporation, Applicant.

Clarence B. Bryant, Bismarck, North Dakota, appearing as Chief gtne*

for Public Servics Cowttaeiono

FINDIMS OF FACT

Upon consideration of the application, and the evidence of record in

this proceeding, the Commission finds thats

(1) Applicant, Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid
Corporation, is a membership corporation or-
ganised and existing under the laws of the
State of North Dakota. Applicant was organ-
teed for the purpose of furnishing telephone
service to subscribers at cost and not for
profit.

(2) Applicant proposes under project CLC involved



/
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Peg. 2.

herein to rehabilitate existing telephone
facilities in its dial exchanges at kaae,
Moha]1, Tolley, Tamer and Weethope, North
Dakota; to convert its magneto exchanges at
Berthold, DesLacs, Martin and Sherwood, North
Dakota, to dial operation, and to improve
and extend rural telephone facilities in
said exchanges. The proposed service areas
included in project "A' are located in the
Counties of Bottinewj, McHenry, lountrail,
Pierce, Renville, Sheridan, Ward and Wells
in the State of North Dakota, as shown out-
lined in red on the two maps entitled "Area
Coverage Design," Included as pert of Ex-
hibit No. 1 in this proceeding. Telephone service
is now furnished for 1,616 subscribers in
the exchanges at Maxtass, lohail, Sher,,00d,
Tolley, Towner, Wasthope, Berthold, DeaLacs,
and Martin, North Dakota. After a five year
development period, Applioatn estimates that
It will serve 2,349 subscribers In said ax-
ehangia, Including 389 new rural subscribers.
It is the plan and purpose of the Cooperative
to provide telephone service for the widest
practicanie number of rural subscribers In
its proposed service area. A substantial
number of occupied farms in Applicant's pro-
posed service area are now without telephone
service. New telephone facilities to be con-
etruatad by Applicant will not duplicate any
existing telephone lines or facilities, or
int.rf.re with the service or system of ax
other telephone oonp.i.

() Applicant plans to furnish extended are s.r-
vice, without toll charge, between the follow-
ing exchanges upon completion of its project
'A' construction and rehabilitation programs

E=N AREA SERYXc_

TO

Isnbeài	 Mohail
•	 Weethops

Moha1
	

Tolley
Membass

To1li
	

lohall
Norma

Isathops

Berthold
	

DseLaes

DaiLies
	

B.rthold

Martin

(4) Applicant has also entered Into agreements to
purchase existing telephone properties now owned
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Cam No. 51ft

and operated by the following Companiesi

NUE OF COMPAN!	 ADD1SS

Twin Hill. Telephone Co.	 Martin, N. Dek.

Lake Tel *phone cooa	 C

Martin Farmers Telephone Co.	 '

Said companies now servo 26 rural subscribers
in the vicinity of Martin, North Dakota, and
are located within Applicantla proposed service
area. Subscribers served by said Companies are
now furnished switching service at Martin by
Applicant. The telephone facilities to be so-
quirod are old and in need of considerable
maintenance and rehabilitation. Applicant
plane to rehabilitate the acquired telephone
facilities, to furnish improved telephone
service thereon, and to integrate the acquired
telephone properties with new rural telephone
facilities to be constructed in its proposed
service area.

Funds for construction of new telephone fasilities
and for rehabilitation of existing facilities in
Applicant's proposed service area will be obtained
from subscribers' membership fees and from a loan
from the Rural Electrification Administration. Ap-
plicant has employed engineers, experienced in the
field of telephony, to furnish plans and specifi-
cations for the proposed telephone system and to
supervise the construction thereof

CO NC LUS IONS

Upon consideration of the foregoing findings of fact, the Commission

eonoludens (l) That present and future public convenience and necessity

require construction and operation of the proposed telephone Votem upon

the term and conditions not forth hereinafter; and, (2) That authorisa-

tion to acquire the existing telephone properties herein described is

oonaiatemt with the public Interest.

0 RP NR

*)W, riusanrORE, V ]H (UZRED that Souls River Telephone Matna].

Aid Corporation, of Yalva, North Dakota, be issued a certificate of

public convenience and necessity to construct and operate a telephone

system in portions of the Counties of Bottinean, Moflenry, Wountrail,

Hares, Renville, Sheridan, Ward and Wells in the State of North Dakota,

as shown outlined in red on the two nape entitled 5j .ea Coverage Design,'

(5)



	

100)	 e-1*111

order In
	

pap 4.
Case No, 5182

included as pert of N61bit No. 1 in this proceeding, exclusive of such

territories or areas therein served by existing uneequired telephone

companies or systems*

IT IS FURTHER oRtxD that said certificat, of public convenience

and necessity &iail net preclude the issuance of certificates of pnblie

convenienc, and necessity to non—profit cooperative corporations or

mmtual associations for construction and operation of rural telephone

Uwe in the above described territory if, after due notice and hearing,

it appears that the issuance of said certificates of public convenience

and necessity is consistent with the public interest.

IT IS FURTHER CREEW that Souris River Telephone Mitual Aid Cor-

poration be and hereby is authorised to purchase existing telephone

properties now owned by the following eompeni.s

	

• NAMH COMPA
	

AD

Twin Hill Telephone Co. 	 Martin, N. 1)ak.

Lake Telephone Co.	 a	 a

Martin Farmers Telephone Co
	 I	 I

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 23rd day of October, 1954.

NT Tm OUMMISSUs

W. CA
President

T D.
Commissioner

LTa



3615 N. Broadway
P0 Box 2027
Minot, ND 58702-2027

0

ihNI
SLJRIS RIVER
TELEPI-Icr.JE

Phone: 7011852-1151
Fax:	 7011722-2290

April 10, 1990

Public Service Commission
State Capitol Building
Bismarck, ND 58505

ATTENTION: Patrick J. Fahn, Chief Engineer
Public Utilities Division

Dear Mr. Fahn:

LIdEPRIiIOJ(J
ND PUBLIC SERVIV'F rflic,n

Enclosed as per your request are copies of our Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity, orders and a copy of our Articles of Incorp-
oration.

We have went through our files and to the best of our knowledge these
are all of our Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity we
found.

Sincerely,

IfA. Jaeger
Assistant Manager

Enc.



PUBLIC SERVICE CC414ISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

In the Matter of the Joint Application 	 )
of the Farmers Mutual Telephone Company, )
of Kramer, North Dakota, to sell, and 	 )
Newburg Telephone Company, Kramer Tel- 	 )	 CASE NO. 5278
ephone Company, Carbury Telephone Corn-.	 )
pany, Landa Telephone Company, and 	 )
Clayton Jacobson to buy, certain exist- )
ing telephone properties.	 )

FINDINGS OF FACT,
CONCLUSIONS AND ORDER

By the Commission:

On December 27, 1954, the Farmers Mutual Telephone Company, of Kramer,

North Dakota, and the Newburg Telephone Company, the Kramer Telephone Com-

pany, the Carbury Telephone Company, the Landa Telephone Company, and Clay-

ton Jacobson, filed a joint application with the Publiã 
Seice Commission

requesting authority to sell and buy, respectively, all existing telephone

properties now owned by the Farmers Mutual Telephone Company.

The application was set for public hearing at Bottineau, North Dakota,

on February 15, 1955; ail Interested parties were no 	 of said hearing

in the manner provided by law; the hearing was duly beld'befor. Martin Vaaler,

Commissioner, and the following appearances were entered:

REX STAIR, Newburg, North Dakota, LOUIS GUST' North Dakota, ELMER

JESNE, Landa; HARD L. WALL, Carbury; and CLAYTON JACOBSOlt,Mjbüe; appearing

in support of application to buy.

JUDSON SIERCKS, Kramer, North Dakota, appearing for applicant to sell.

CLARENCE E. BRYANT, Chief Engineer, North Dakota Public Service Commission.
FINDINGS OF FACT

Upon consideration of the application and the evidence of record in this

proceeding, the Commission finds that:.

(1) Applicant to sell, Farmers Mutual Telephone Company,.
is a stock corporation organized and existing.un-.
der the laws of the State of North Dakota. The Com-
pany furnishes telephone service for about-250 sub-
scribers in its exchanges at Newburg and Landa,North
Dakota, and in rural areas adjacent to the communi-
ties of Carbury and Kramer, North Dakota. The Com-
pany has been in operation for many years and its

•	 telephone facilities are in need of considerable
improvement and modernization. The Company has been
unable to raise sufficient fund, for that purpose.
The Company's telephone system is no longer an into-
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grated system, and serves a rather wide geographic
area without a community of interest. In view of
the urgent need for modern telephone service in the
various areas served by the Company, the stockholders
deemed it advisable to dispose of the various segments
of its telephone properties to companies organized in
each locality for that purpose. The proposed sale
and transfer of property was approved by a vote of
more than two-thirds of the stockholders of the Company.
It is the plan of the Farmers Mutual Telephone Company
to voluntarily dissolve upon winding up the above-
described property sales, and other affairsoof the
Company.

(2) The Farmers Mutual Telephone Company has outstanding
approximately $6,500 in notes due stockholders and
other persons residing in the area served by the
Company. An agreement was entered into with Appli-
cants to purchase whereby the purchasers would assume
a certain amount of the outstanding motes, in addition
to certain other adjustments, as consideration for the
property. The amount of notes assumed by. each purchaser
is as follows:

Newburg Telephone Company	 $ 2,500

Lands, Telephone Company	 2,390

Kramer Telephone Company 	 1,200

Carbury Telephone Company	 200

Clayton Jacobson	 200

The motes to Ve assumed by each purchaser
are notes of the Farmers Mutual Telephone Company
outstanding in the area served by the telephone
properties to be acquired.

In consideration of the greater value of tele-
phone facilities in the Landa area, the Landa Tele-
phone Company has agreed to pay each of the other
purchasers the following amounts: Newburg Telephone
Company - $450; Carbury Telephone Company - $200;
Kramer Telephone Company - $250; and Clayton Jacobson -
$100.

In additiona, each purchaser acquired all account
receivable of the seller in the area to be served by it.

) The Newburg Telephone Company proposes to purchase all
telephone properties, except one rural line, constituting
the Newburg exchange, and will serve about 65 subscribers
in the Village of Newburg and in rural areas adjacent
thereto. The Lands, Telephone Company will purchase all
telephone properties now constituting the Landa exchange,
and will serve about 67 subscribers. The Carbury Tele-
phone Company will acquire the telephone facilities in
the Village of Carbury and in the rural territory adja-
cent thereto. The Kramer Telephone Company proposes to
acquire all rural telephone lines owned by the seller
connected to the Kramer exchange and now serving about
50 subscribers. Clayton Jacobson will purchase a rural
telephone line about 10 miles in length extending south
west of Newburg and serving 13 subscribers.



Order in
	

Page 3.
Case No. 5278

(4) The Lanla Telephone Company, the Newburg Telephone
Company, the Carbury Telephone Company, and the
Kramer Telephone Company are non-profit membership
companies organized and existing under the laws of
the State of North Dakota. The Carbury Telephone
Company and the Kramer Telephone Company plan to
improve and expand the existing telephone facili-
ties and. obtain switching service from Northwestern
Bell Telephone Company at its Bottineau and Kramer
exchanges, respectively. The Lands. Telephone Com-
pany and the Newburg Telephone Company plan to con-
tinue present operations of the existing facilities,
but have under consideration plans to obtain modern
telephone service in their respective service areas.
Clayton Jacobson plans to continue present operation
of the rural line southwest of Newburg, but eventually
plans to extend the line and obtain service from the
Maxbass exchange. The line is not presently connected
with the Newburg exchange.

CONCLUSIONS

Upon consideration of the foregoing findings of fact, the Commission

concludes that the proposed sale and transfer of telephone property is con-

sistent with the public interest.

ORDER

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the Farmers Mutual Telephone Company,

of Kramer, North Dakota, be and hereby is authorized to sell, and the

Newburg Telephone Company, the Kramer Telephone Company, the Landa Telephone

Company, the Carbury Telephone Company, and Clayton Jacobson, be and hereby

are authorized to buy, the existing telephone properties herein described, upon

the terms and condition set forth herein.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 7th day of March, 1955-

BY THE COMMISSION:

MARTIN VAALER
President

d
ERNEST D. NELSON
Commissioner

ATTES	 __

Commissioner

Secretary

Buy"DAKOTA MAID" Flour
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General Manager
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3615 N. Broadway
P0 Box 2027
Minot, ND 58702-2027 I
December 5, 1990

Dale V. Sandstrom
Public Service Commission
Capitol Bldg.
Bismarck, ND	 58501

Dear Mr. Sandstrom:

On Tuesday, October 16, 1990, SET's 39th Annual Membership Meeting
resulted in the members overwhelmingly approving the Board of
Directors' decision to change the co-op's name. Since its
incorporation in 1951, the co-op's name was, "Souris River Telephone
Cooperative, a Mutual Aid Corporation". Effective October 16, 1990
it became "Souris River Telecommunications Cooperative".

Please change any records you may have on our company to reflect
the above mentioned name change.

Sincerely,



STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid
	

Case No. PU-430-89-388
Cooperative

Deregulation - Non-essential Services
Application

FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND ORDER

April 17, 1989

Appearances

Commissioners: Dale V. Sandstrom, Bruce Hagen and Leo M. Reinbold.

Jan M. Sebby, Attorney at Law, P. 0. Box 1000, Minot, North Dakota
58702, representing Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Cooperative.

Daniel S. Kuntz, Attorney . at Law, P. 0. Box 1695, Bismarck, North Dakota
58502, representing Northern States Power Company.

William P. Heaston, General Counsel, US WEST Communications, 1314
Douglas-on-the .-Mall, Omaha, Nebraska 68102, representing US WEST
Communications.

Illona A. Jeffcoat-Sacco, Commerce Counsel, Public Service Commission,
State Capitol, Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0165.

Robert W. Senger, Public Service Commission,
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0165, as Hearing Examiner.

State Capitol,

Preliminary Statement

On September 12, 1989, Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Cooperative
(Souris River) filed an application with the Public Service Commission to
deregulate its provision of non-essential telecommunications services throughout
the state of North Dakota or in the alternative, for a certificate of public
convenience and necessity to provide nonessential telecommunications services
throughout the state.

On October 10, 1989, the Commission issued a notice of hearing setting the
hearing for January 10, 1990, and setting filing dates for interventions and
testimony. On November 6, 1989, a request for continuance of hearing and filing
dates was submitted and on November 7, 1989, an order granting request for
continuance was issued.
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On November 6, 1989, Northwestern Bell Telephone Company, Inc. dba U S
WEST Communications (USWC) petitioned for leave to intervene and on
November 13, 1989, the Commission received a petition to intervene from
Northern States Power Company (NSP). Both petitions were granted on
December 5, 1989.

On November 14, 1989, Souris River filed an amended application. Its
purpose was to add "private line" to those services Souris River proposed to
deregulate (or provide via certificate). This was done because Souris River saw
an ambiguity in the law, making it unclear whether "private line" is or is not
nonessential under N.D.C.C. chapter 49-21.

The Commission determined private line, by law, is nonessential under
N.D.C.C. chapter 49-21 and amendment of the application was unnecessary. On
December 5, 1989, the Commission issued an order dismissing the amended•
application.

On December 5, 1989, the Commission issued a notice of rescheduled
hearing setting the hearing in this matter for February 5, 1990. The hearing was
held as scheduled.

At the hearing Souris River requested that the Commission take judicial
notice of the records of Public Service Commission Cases Nos. 10,673, 10,823,
and PU-418-88-3511PU-420-88-352. Several parties objected to this request on
relevance grounds. Commission staff objected to incorporation of the full records,
but requested that Dr. Dobesh's and Dr. Allesio's prefiled testimony in Case No.
10,823 be incorporated into the instant record because that testimony was
attached as exhibits to prefiled testimony here.

We recognize, through administrative notice, the orders in our Case Nos.
10,673, 10,823, and PU-418-88-3511PU-420-88-352 as follows:

- PU-418-88-351,PU-420-88-352: Order dated December 13, 1988.

- 10,823: findings
1987; supplemental
May 9, 1988.

of fact, conclusions of law and order dated May 12,
findings of fact, conclusions of law and order dated

- 10,673: findings of fact, conclusions of law and order dated October 7,
1986; order granting limited certification dated December 30. 1986; notice
of reopening and hearing dated January 27, 1987; first. supplemental order
dated April 14, 1987.

However, the records of those cases should not be administratively noticed. Due
process requires that the records of those cases, except for the preMed testimony
of Dr. Allesio and Dr. Dobesh, not be incorporated here.

Having reviewed the record in this case, the Commission makes the
following:
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Findings of Fact

1. Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Cooperative is a mutual aid cooperative
organized under North Dakota law. Souris River is a public utility engaged in
the business of furnishing telecommunications services, subject to the
jurisdiction of the Public Service Commission.

2. The area served by Souris River is in north central North Dakota
surrounding, but not including, Minot, North Dakota. Services are provided to
11,469 access lines in 24 local exchange areas.

3. Souris River is financed by loans from the United States Government. The
cooperative's assets have a book value of approximately $30 million with equity
of about 54 percent.

4.	 N.D.C.0 §49-21-02.1 reads in part:

49-21-02.1. Authority to exempt from regulation.
1. The Commission must exempt a telecommunications service, a
telecommunications company, or a transaction by a
telecommunications company from one or more of the provisions of
this title when the commission determines that the application of
such provisions are not necessary to carry out the
telecommunications policy of section 49-21-02; and either of the
following apply:

a. The transaction or service is of limited scope.
b. The application of a provision of this title is not needed to

protect subscribers because the service, company, or
transaction is subject to a sufficiently competitive market.

2. In determining if a telecommunications service, company, or
transaction is subject to a sufficiently competitive market, the
commission may consider the following:

a. The extent to which competing telecommunications services
are available from providers in the relevant market.

b. The ability of such providers to make competing
telecommunications services which are functionally
equivalent or substitutable and reasonably available at
comparable prices, terms, quality, and conditions.

c. The behavior of the market, including the market share, the
impact of potential competition, and other factors which
cause a company to behave competitively.

5. Souris River originally requested authority to expand its services to offer
nonessential telecommunications services throughout North Dakota,
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with the exception of areas franchised or certified to other companies. Souris
originally applied for exemption from the provisions of N.D.C.C. Title 49
requiring a certificate of public convenience and necessity, or in the alternative,
asked the Commission to grant a certificate of public convenience and necessity.
In its testimony, (prefiled rebuttal testimony of Warren Hight, p 2; transcript pp
10-11) Souris River narrowed the scope of its application to offer only long
distance (interexchange) private line services throughout North Dakota. Also in
its testimony Souris River indicated it may need to construct facilities to provide
state-wide long distance private line services.

6. The record reflects that Souris River specifically requests exemption from
those portions of N.D.C.C. Title 49 which require a certificate of public
convenience and necessity before Souris River can construct facilities to provide.
andprovide long distance private line services, and the statutory provisions
which concern rate regulation.

7. AT&T Communications is a major provider of interLATA long distance
services, offering substitutable private line services at comparable rates, terms,
quality and conditions.

8. USWC is a major provider of intraLATA long distance services and offers
substitutable private line services at comparable rates, terms, quality and
conditions.

9. Souris River intends to challenge the current dominant long distance
providers, AT&T and USWC, in the provision of long distance private line
services in North Dakota.

10. The long distance private line services provided by AT&T and USWC are
functionally equivalent and readily substitutable for the services Souris River
intends to provide.

11. If Souris River does not provide the services at the most economic and
reasonable cost, the customer can consider alternative providers. In its provision
of the services Souris River will be subject to actual competition with real choices
for consumers.

12. When an applicant requests deregulation or exemption for a service the
Commission will ask if the service the applicant proposes for exemption is subject
to a sufficiently competitive market. In other words, what is, or will be, the
effect of the applicant's provision of the service on market price? Are the long
distance private line services proposed by Souris River subject to a sufficiently
competitive market? What will be the effect of Souris River's provision of long
distance private line services on market prices?

13. This same test will be applied to each exemption request. Although the
intervenors here arguedthat once the test is applied to Souris River, the outcome
should apply to all providers of the service, this is not the law.
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The law imposes the test on the service any particular applicant proposes to
deregulate.

14. Influence on the market price is the key criteria we will use to determine if
a sufficiently competitive market exists. When a market is highly competitive,
no single buyer or seller can manipulate the price a particular firm charges in
sufficient degree to cause a significant change in the market-wide price. Under
ideal conditions, the absence of influence on the market price indicates that firms
in the market are supplying the product or service at minimum cost.
"Sufficiently competitive' implies "sufficiently uninfluenced market price".
Influence on the market price can be determined by looking at short and long run
economic costs, economies of scale, economies of scope, total market demand and
barriers to entry.

15. These factors were adopted by this Commission in Case No. 10,823 as
factors to consider when determining if a market was subject to effective
competition. "Effective competition" was the statutory deregulation standard in
effect at the time Case No. 10,823 was filed. The current statutory standard for
deregulation is "sufficiently competitive market". The standard of "sufficiently
competitive market" differs from the standard "effective competition" only as a
matter of degree of influence on market price.

16. Presently, Souris River has interexchange private line facilities providing
interactive video service in Souris River's service areas which also includes
interactive video service to a USWC exchange. This long distance private line
facility and service was authorized for a two year period by the Commission in its
order dated January 9, 1990, in Case No. PU-430-89-3891PU-415-89-391. Souris
River would like the authority to provide this service to other customers
state-wide.

17. N.D.C.C. §49-21-02 states:

49-21-02. Telecommunications companies - common carriers -
public policy. All persons providing telecommunications service
within this state shall be common carriers and are hereby declared
to be affected with a public interest and subject to regulation and
general supervision by the commission. Among the purposes to be
served by such regulation and supervision are:

1. To make available to all people of this state modern and
efficient telecommunications services at the most economic
and reasonable cost.

2. To allow the development of competitive markets for
telecommunications services where such competition does not
unreasonably distract from the efficient provision of
telecommunications services to the public, and to lessen
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regulation in whole or in part of those telecommunications
services which become subject to effective competition.

3. To establish and maintain reasonable charges for
telecommunications services without unreasonable
discrimination, or unfair or destructive competitive practices.

4. To ensure that regulated charges do not include the costs of
unregulated activities.

5. To encourage the establishment and maintenance of a strong
telecommunications industry.

18. Neither authorization under a certificate of public convenience and
necessity nor rate regulation of Souris River's long distance private line services
is necessary to carry out the state's telecommunications policy in N.D.C.C.
§49-21-02. Competition should produce the most economic and reasonable cost
for these services. The proposal enhances competition and does not unreasonably
distract from the efficient provision of telecommunications services to the public.

19. The law requires that regulated services not subsidize unregulated services
and in this way the law protects Souris River's customers from the risk Souris
River intends to undertake.

20. The main focus of the intervenors' positions is that the Commission should
require Souris River to purchase special access from the local exchange
companies in any exchange in which Souris River provides long distance private
line services. In other words, the intervenors ask us to prohibit Souris River
from bypassing the local exchange companies. Souris River testified that it has
no intention of bypassing local exchange companies if purchasing special access
from the local exchange companies is the most efficient means of providing the
services. If, however, bypassing the local exchange company is the most efficient
course for Souris River in a particular circumstance, then Souris River should
have the ability to do so. This choice should be left to company management, but
we encourage all companies to work together to provide the most efficient and
economic telecommunications network possible.

From the foregoing findings of fact, the Commission makes the following:

Conclusions of Law

1. The Public Service Commission has jurisdiction over this matter.

2. Souris River's intended provision of long distance private line services is
subject to a sufficiently competitive market.
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3. Application of the certificate of public convenience and necessity
requirements of N.D.C.C. chapter 49-03.1 to Souris River's intended construction
of facilities to provide and provision of long distance private line services
throughout the state of North Dakota is not necessary to protect subscribers
because the services are subject to a sufficiently competitive market.

4. Application of the rate regulation provisions of N.D.C.C. Title 49 to long
distance private line services to be furnished by Souris River throughout the
state of North Dakota is not necessary to protect subscribers because the services
are subject to a sufficiently competitive market.

5. Application of the certificate of public convenience and necessity
requirements of N.D.C.C. chapter 49-03.1 to Souris River's intended construction
of facilities to provide and provision of long distance private line services
throughout the state of North Dakota is not necessary to carry out the
telecommunications policy of N.D. C. C. §49-21-02.

6. Application of the rate regulation provisions of N.D.C.C. Title 49 to long
distance private line services to be furnished by Souris River throughout the
state of North Dakota is not necessary to carry out the telecommunications policy
of N.D.C.C. §49-21-02.

From the foregoing findings of fact and conclusions of law, the Commission
issues the following:

Order

The Commission orders:

1. The application of Souris River to exempt its construction of facilities for
the purpose of providing, and its provision of, state-wide long distance private
line services from N.D.C.C. Chapter 49-03.1, which requires certificates of public
convenience and necessity, is granted.

2. The application of Souris River to exempt its state-wide provision of long
distance private line services from the provisions of N.D.C.C. Title 49 which
concern rate regulation, is granted.

3. Souris River shall ifie tariffs consistent with this order.

4. The exemption will be effective when the tariffs are approved, subject to
reconsideration in Public Service Commission Case No. 2320-90-183, concerning
cross-subsidization.
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Dale V. Sandi

Attest:

	

4WI
Bruce Hagen,

Jaet A. Eikin, Secretary
	

M.	 Commissioner

890388



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
*************************

In the Matter of the Joint Application of the Souris
River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation and Northwestern
Bell Telephone Company for authority to buy and sell
the Butte and Granville telephone exchanges; for Souris
to discontinue the Kief and Kongsberg exchanges, con-
solidating the service areas into a single exchange to
be known as Butte and to be located in the City of
Butte, North Dakota; to discontinue the Granville ex-
change, consolidating that service area into the Deering,)
North Dakota, exchange; and for a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity for the enlarged exchange
areas at Butte and Deering; and for the toll telephone 	 )	 CASE NO. 8277
facilities to be jointly provided to the exchange in the
City of Butte, North Dakota, for the joint provision of
Extended Area Service Butte to Drake and Butte to Velva.

ORDER GRANTING APPLICATION

On July 12, 1971, the Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corpora-

tion, hereinafter referred to sometimes as Souris, and the Northwestern Bell

Telephone Company, hereinafter referred to sometimes as Northwestern, filed

a Joint Application requesting authority as set forth in the title of this

Order.

On July 23, 1971, this Commission issued its Notice of Opportunity

for Hearing wherein all interested parties were given opportunity to file

their objections or requests for hearing in this matter on or before August

13, 1971. This deadline has passed and only one objection was received.

The Commission has considered this objection in rendering their decision

herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT APPEARING that Souris is a public utility op-

erating a telephone system in the State of North Dakota and as part of that

system they provide local exchange service in the Deering, Kief and Kongsberg

areas, all in North Dakota, and likewise that Northwestern is a public utility

operating a telephone system in the State of North Dakota and as part thereof

they provide local exchange service in the Butte and Granville, North Dakota,

areas, and in addition, they provide toll service in many areas of the State

of North Dakota part of which is toll service over open wire toll lines to

the Butte exchange, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the Applicants, Northwestern and Souris,

have agreed to sell and buy, respectively, the local exchange properties

located at Butte and Granville and that as part of said agreement, Souris

proposes to discontinue the operation of its telephone exchanges at Kief and

Kongsberg .combining the systems presently operated from these exchanges
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with the existing exchange at Butte whereat they will construct and install

central office and other equipment necessary to provide buried one-party

service to all subscribers of all three existing exchange areas and that

provision of such service will then result in calling without toll charge

between all three of these exchanges and, in addition, the Applicants pro-

pose to jointly provide toll-free calling between the resulting Butte ex-

change and the Northwestern exchanges located at Drake and Velva, North

Dakota, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Souris proposes to discontinue the op-

eration of the Grmville exchange and to consolidate the service area of

this exchange with the existing service area of the Deering exchange and to

install the necessary equipment to provide buried one-party service with

toll-free calling to the Minot exchange, and that this will also result in

toll-free calling between the subscribers of the present Deering and Gran-

ville exchanges, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the Applicants propose to jointly con-

struct a buried toll cable and associated toll terminal equipment between

the exchanges located at Velva and Butte, North Dakota, and to use said

cable in the provision of toll message service to and between these exchanges,

and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that Souris, in connection with their take

over of the Granville exchange, proposes to take over the service areas of

four farmer-owned switcher companies presently serving 31 member-subscribers

and that this proposition is in response to a petition from member-sub-

scribers of said companies asking Souria to take over their service areas

and indicating their desire to abandon and dismantle their own telephone

facilities, and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the joint proposals will generally result

in improved exchange and toll telephone service to the affected customers in

the exchanges involved in this proceeding and that the proposed storm-proof

facilities will reduce the possibilities of service outages due to weather,

and

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the proposals made herein are legal and

in the public interests
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NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:

1. That Northwestern be and hereby is authorized to sell and

Souris be and hereby is authorized to buy all of the plant and system owned

by Northwestern and used to provide local exchange telephone service in the

exchanges at Butte and Granville, North Dakota;

2. That Souris be and hereby is authorized to construct and

operate a communications system within the area designated on exhibits

accompanying the joint application as service area of the Granville and

Butte exchanges of Northwestern Bell Telephone Company and accordingly here-

by is issued a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity as evidence

of said authority;

3. That Souris be and hereby is authorized to discontinue the

exchange at Granville and to consolidate the Granville service area with that

of the existing Souris exchange located at Deering;

4. That Souris be and hereby is authorized to discontinue their

existing local exchanges at Kief and Kongsberg and to consolidate the exchange

areas relating thereto with the service area of the Butte exchange with the

entire area being served from the Butte exchange;

5. That Northwestern be and hereby is authorized to abandon its

present open wire toll facilities used in providing toll telephone service to

the existing Butte exchange and that both Northwestern and Souris be and

hereby are authorized to jointly construct a buried toll cable, with associated

toll terminal equipment, between the cities of Velva and Butte, North Dakota,

with points of connection between the jointly owned toll facilities as shown

in the exhibits accompanying the application.

6. That Souris and Northwestern be and hereby are authorized to

provide extended area service from Butte to Velva and from Butte to Drake,

North Dakota, and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the authorized service area covered by

the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity issued herein shall in-

clude all of the service area presently served by the Egg Creek Farmers Tele-

phone Company, Farmers Telephone Company of Saline Township, Kottke Valley

Telephone Company and the United Farmers Telephone Company, all of Glenburn,

North Dakota, and all with service areas located in the Glenburn exchange, and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in the event that Souris acquires the

Granville and Butte properties prior to completion of its exchange consoli-

dations and service improvements, the legal rates in effect at that time for
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a comparable size exchange of Northwestern Bell Telephone Company shall

apply, and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Souris company shall notify this

Commission by Certified Mail upon completion of the exchange consolidation

and application of their system rates for the resulting service.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota this 9th	 day of September,

1971.

(S E A L)	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

s/s
RICHARD A. ELKIN, President

s/s
BEN J. WOLF, Commissioner

s/s
BRUCE HAGEN, Commissioner 	 -

ATTEST:

Secretary

BUY NORTH DAKOTA PRODUCTS



SEARCH OF RECORDS REPORT

April 26, 1990

SOURIS RIVER TELEPHONE MUTUAL AID COOPERATIVE
3615 N BROADWAY
P 0 BOX 2027
MINOT, ND 58702-2027

The following is the base data on file in the Office of the
Secretary of State on SOURIS RIVER TELEPHONE MUTUAL AID
COOPERATIVE
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Current Status: Active
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Last Annual Report Year: 89

Registered Agent:
Address:

Class:	 Number of Shares:	 Par:

For Reference: Darcy Schlosser	 701-224-4283
Clerk	 Phone



I

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity
Certificate No- 388

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the

Construction and operation 	 Of telephone

in parts of Bottineau,_Mchenry,_NcLan, l4ountrail, Renville, Sheridan and
facilities I	 .	 le1rd (inti	 North Dakota,

by,5ourip River Telephone h.tua1 Aid Corporation This certificate is issued In accordance with the report and

order of this Commission, dated March 18. 1957 in Case No- 5540 and is subject to the

conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate in conditioned upon the said Souris River Te1eohon )tua1 Aid Cortoratton

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or otherpubUc authority for

the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

Dated at Blsmsrck, North Dakota, this	 1 Ath

day of March	 ____	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

By	 _

SSSSIT	 .. mom 0. L



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

In the Matter of the Appücaion of 	 )
Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid 	 )
Corporation, of Velva, North Dakota; 	 )
(1) For ,a certificate of public con-
venience and necessity to construct 	 )
and operate telephone facilities; and, )
(2) For authority- to purchase certain )
existing telephone properties, 	 )

CASE NO. 5540

FINDINGS OF FACT,
CONCLUSIONS AND ORDER

By the Cómmissibn: 	 •	 .	 .	 ..

OnDeceMber 31, ]:956	 uri.s River Telephone Mizttial Aid Corporation, of Velva,

NorthDakota, filédán application with the Public Service Commission: (1) For a

certificate of public convenience and necessity to construct and operate telephone

facilities in the Counties of Bottineau, McHenry, Mountrail, Pierce, Renville,

Sheridan, Ward and Wells in the State of North Dakota: and (2) For authority to

purchase certain existing telephone properties.

The application was set for public hearing at Minot, Norh Dakota, on January

23, 1957; all interested parties were notified of said hearing in the manner pro-

vided by law; the hearing 'was duly held before Commissioner Martin Vaaler, and the

following appearances were entered:

ROY IL1JEDSON, Attorney, )iinôt, North Dakota, appeai ring ­for applicant.

JOSEPH I4CINTEE Attorney, Towèr, North Dakota, appearing for McHenry County

Board of County Commissioners, City of Towner, Association of Commerce of Towner,

and Newport School Distriot,j5rotestants.

EMIL E. ANDERSON, Uphan, NorthDakota, appearing for City of Upham, and

Upham CommercialClub, Upham, North Dakota.

CLARENCE E. BRYANT, Chief Engineer, North Dakota Public ServiceCommission,

Bismarck, North Dakota.: 	 •.	 . 	 S

FINDINGS OF FACT

Upon consideration of the evidence of record in this proceeding the Commission

finds that:

(1) Applicant, Souris River Telephone I'utual Aid Corporation,
is a non-profit membership corporation organized and ex-
isting under the laws of the State of North Dakota. The
Company now owns and operates telephone exchanges at
Sherwood, Tolley, Mohall, Westhope, Maxbass, Towner,
Bantry, Martin, Lansford, Carpio, Berthold and DesLacs,
North Dakota, serving approximately 2,400 subscribers.
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(2) Applicant proposes herein to establish new dial telephone
exèhanee at Antle', .Karlsrube 1 Voltaire, Kf and South
Prairie, North Dakota; to convert its exiting manual9x-
changes to dial operation and to improve and expand rural
telephone facilities in its service area. The proposed
construction and expansion program will bring telephone
service to an estimated 1625 prospective subscribers now
without telephone service. The proposed service areas are
located in the Counties of Bottineau, McHenry, McLean,
Mountrail, Renville, Sheridan and Ward in North Dakota,
and are shown outlined in red on the two maps identified
as Exhibits Nos. 9 and 10 in this proceeding. New telephone
facilities to be constructed by Applicant will not duplicate
any existing telephone lines or facilities or interfere with
the service or system of any other telephone company.

(3) Applicant also has entered into agreements to purchase ex-
isting telephone properties now owned by the following
companies; Lone Star Rural Telephone Cooperative Association,
Glenburn, North Dakota; Bantry Community Exchange, Bantry,
North Dakota; Lands. Telephone Company, Landa, North Dakota;
Upham Telephone Company, Upham, North Dakota; GroversFarmers
Line, Tolley, North Dakota; German Telephone Company, Harvey,
North Dakota; Farmers Pioneer Telephone Company, Sherwbd,
North Dakota; and Whitney Farmers Telephone Company, Sherwood,
North Dakota. Said companies now serve 778 subscribers, and
are located within Applicant's proposed service areas, The
telephone systems to be purchased are manual magneto systems.
It is Applicant's plan to convert the acquired systems to dial
operation and to improve and expand rural telephone facilitie
in the areas now served by said companies. 	 -.

(4W ) Estimated cost of the construction, modernization and expansion
program herein described is $2,465,000. Funds for that purpose
will be obtained from subscribers' membership fees and from a
loan from the Rural Electrification Administration. Applicant
has employed engineers experienced in the field of telephony to

•	 furnish plans and specifications for the proposed te1ephoaie fa-
cilites and to supervise the construction thereof,

CONCLUSIONS

Upon consideration of the foregoing findings of fact the Commission concludes:

(1) That present and future public convenience and necessity require construction

andopera.i'on of the proposed telephone facilities; and, (2) That authorization to

acquire the existing telephone properties herein described is consistent with the

public interest.

'ORDER

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that. Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corpora-

tion, Of Velva, North Dakota, be I and hereby is issued a .oertificate.of public con-

venience and necessity to construct and operate telephone facilities in the areas

n the Counties of Bottineau, MOHenry, McLean, Mountrail, Renville, Sheridan and

Ward in North Dakota, shown outlined in red on the two maps identified as Exhibits

Nos, 9 and 10 in this proceeding, excluding such territories or areas therein
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served by existing unacquired or unabandoned telephone companies or systems.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that said certificate shall not preclude the issuance

of certificates of public convenience and necessity to non-profit cooperative

corporations or associations for construction and operation of rural telephone

lines in the above described territory if, after due notice and hearing, it

appears that the issuance of said certificates is consistent with the public

interest.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

be and hereby is authorized to purchase existing telephone properties now owned

by the following companies:

M115 OF COMPANY	 ADDRESS

Lone Star Rural Telephone Cooperative Association 	 Glenburn, North Dakota

Bantry Community Exchange	 Bantry, North Dakota

Landa Telephone Company 	 Landa, North Dakota

Upham Telephone Company 	 Upham, North Dakota

Grovers Farmers Line	 Tolley, North Dakota

German Telephone Company 	 Harvey, North Dakota

Farmers Pioneer Telephone Company 	 Sherwood, North Dakota

Whitney Farmers Telephone Company	 Sherwood, North Dakota

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 18th day of March, 1957.

BY THE COMMISSION:

ERNEST D. NELSON
President

(S E A L)

ANSON J. ANDERSON
Commissioner

MARTIN VAALER
Commissioner

ATTEST:

£ c2
Secretary

"Buy DAKOTA MAID Flour"



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Certificate Number 3453

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for Minot Telephone Company, a telecommunications

public utility, to provide telecommunications service inside the Minot local

exchange area in Minot, North Dakota.

This certificate is issued in accordance with the Order of this

Commission dated March 23, 1994, in Case No. PU-156-94-11, and is subject to

the conditions and limitations noted in the Order.

This certificate is conditioned upon Minot Telephone Company securing

the franchise or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority

for the exercise of these rights and privileges.

This certificate replaces Certificate Number 3417 issued on January 31,

1991.

Bismarck, North Dakota, March 23, 1994.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC VICE COMMISSION

xecutive Secretary	 Commissioner



I

Sery uommissioner

Bismarck, North Dakota, January 31, 1991.

ATTEST: PUBLIC

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

- "P- 	 STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Certificate Number 3417

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for Minot Telephone Company, a telecommunications

public utility, to provide telecommunictions service inside the Minot local

exchange area in Minot, North Dakota.

This certificate is issued in accordance with the Order of this

Commission dated January 22, 1991, in Case Nos. PU-400-90-284 and

PU-156-90-355, and is subject to the conditions and limitations noted in the

Order.

This certificate is conditioned upon Minot Telephone Company securing

the franchise or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority

for the exercise of these rights and privileges.



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Corrected Second Reissued Certificate Number 2902B

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for Minot Telephone Company, a telecommunications

public utility, to operate as a Radio Common Carrier providing mobile radio

services (with the exception of the 152.03 MHz channel on station WQZ964) in

Minot, North Dakota and the surrounding area.

This certificate is issued in accordance with the Order of this

Commission dated January 22, 1991, in Case Nos. PU-400-90-284 and

PU-156-90-355, and is subject to the conditions and limitations noted in the

Order.

This certificate is conditioned upon Minot Telephone Company securing

the franchise or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority

for the exercise of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, August 29, 1991.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC
	

COMMISSION

xecutive Secretary	 Commissioner



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Second Reissued Certificate Number 3042

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for Minot Telephone Company, a telecommunications

public utility, to operate as a Radio Common Carrier providing radio paging

services in Minot, North Dakota and the surrounding area.

This certificate is issued in accordance with the Order of this

Commission dated January 22, 1991, in Case Nos. PU-400-90-284 and

PU-156-90-355, and is subject to the conditions and limitations noted in the

Order.

This certificate is conditioned upon Minot Telephone Company securing

the franchise or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority

for the exercise of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, January 31, 1991.

	

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

By 

	

etary	 *mmissioner



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Second Reissued Certificate Number 2902B

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for Minot Telephone Company, a telecommunications

public utility, to operate as a Radio Common Carrier providing radio paging

services (with the exception of the 152.03 MHz channel on statiuon WQZ964) in

Minot, North Dakota and the surrounding area.

This certificate is issued in accordance with the Order of this

Commission dated January 22, 1991, in Case Nos. PU-400-90-284 and

PU-156-90-355, and is subject to the conditions and limitations noted in the

Order.

This certificate is conditioned upon Minot Telephone Company securing

the franchise or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority

for the exercise of these rights and privileges.

Bismarck, North Dakota, January 31, 1991.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

 Commissioner
/



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

First Reissued Certificate Number 3453

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and permission

is granted for SRT Communications, Inc., a telecommunications public utility, to provide

telecommunications service inside the Minot local exchange area in Minot, North Dakota.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-156-95-589, and is subject to the

conditions and limitations noted in the Order dated March 23, 1994, in Case No. PU-156-94-

11.

This certificate is conditioned upon SRT Communications, Inc. securing the

franchise or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the exercise

of these rights and privileges.

This certificate replaces Certificate Number 3453 issued on March 23, 1994.

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 5, 1994.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Ncutive Secretary	 Commissioner



e utive Secretary

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Third Reissued Certificate Number 2902B

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and permission is

granted for SRT Communications, Inc., a telecommunications public utility, to operate as a

Radio Common Carrier providing radio paging services (with the exception of the 152.03 MHz

channel on statiuon WQZ964) in Minot, North Dakota and the surrounding area.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-156-94-589 and is subject to the conditions

and limitations noted in the Order of this Commission dated January 22, 1991, in Case Nos.

PU-400-90-284 and PU-156-90-355.

This certificate is conditioned upon SRT Communications, Inc. securing the

franchise or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the exercise of

these rights and privileges.

This certificate replaces Corrected Second Reissued Certificate Number 2902B

issued August 29, 1991.

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 5, 1994.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

Third Reissued Certificate Number 3042

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and permission is

granted for SRT Communications, Inc., a telecommunications public utility, to operate as a

Radio Common Carrier providing radio paging services in Minot, North Dakota and the

surrounding area.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-156-94-589 and is subject to the conditions

and limitations noted in the Order of this Commission dated January 22, 1991, in Case Nos.

PU-400-90-284 and PU-156-90-355.

This certificate is conditioned upon SRT Communications, Inc. securing the

franchise or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for the exercise of

these rights and privileges.

This certificate replaces Second Reissued Certificate Number 3042 issued January

31, 1991.

Bismarck, North Dakota, October 5, 1994.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Eputive Secretary	 Commissioner



STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

First Reissued Certificate Number 364

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for the construction and operation of a telephone

plant or system in portions of the counties of Bottineau, McHenry,

Mountrail, Pierce, Renville, Sheridan, Ward, and Wells, North Dakota by

SRT Communications, Inc.

This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and order of

this Commission dated November 3, 1999 in Case No. PU-2147-99-421

and is subject to the conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon SRT Communications,

Inc. securing consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of

the proper municipal or other public authority for the exercise of the rights

and privileges granted herein.

Bismarck, North Dakota, January 27, 2000.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SE
	

E COMMISSION

ii
Ekeiitive Secretary
	 Commissioner



STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

First Reissued Certificate Number 388

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for the construction and operation of telephone

facilities in parts of Bottineau, McHenry, Mountrail, Renville, Sheridan, and

Ward Counties, North Dakota by SRT Communications, Inc.

This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and order of

this Commission dated November 3, 1999 in Case No. PU-2147-99-421

and is subject to the conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon SRT Communications,

Inc. securing consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of

the proper municipal or other public authority for the exercise of the rights

and privileges granted herein.

Bismarck, North Dakota, January 27, 2000.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

- A-- -/J 7-^-- ^*^ - Z-/- - - Z 0-1 &— Z
Ex6dutive Secretary	 Commission



STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

First Reissued Certificate Number 464

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for the construction and operation of telephone plant

or system in Bottineau, and Rolette Counties and vicinity of Lake

Metigoshe, North Dakota by SRT Communications, Inc.

This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and order of

this Commission dated November 3, 1999 in Case No. PU-2147-99-421

and is subject to the conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon SRT Communications,

Inc. securing consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of

the proper municipal or other public authority for the exercise of the rights

and privileges granted herein.

Bismarck, North Dakota, January 27, 2000.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVlCE COMMISSION

A7 -/J77I4
Ex6dutive Secretary	 Commissioner



PUBLIC SE

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

First Reissued Certificate Number 732

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for the construction and operation of telephone

system in the areas adjacent to their Sawyer, North Dakota exchange and

presently served by the Simcoe Farmers and North Prairie Telephone

Companies, North Dakota by SRT Communications, Inc.

This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and order of

this Commission dated November 3, 1999 in Case No. PU-2147-99-421

and is subject to the conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon SRT Communications,

Inc. securing consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of

the proper municipal or other public authority for the exercise of the rights

and privileges granted herein.

Bismarck, North Dakota, January 27, 2000.

ATTEST:

4Eu -tive Secretary



ATTEST:

Bismarck, North Dakota, January 27, 2000.

E Thve Secretary

PUBLIC

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

First Reissued Certificate Number 743

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for the construction and operation of telephone plant

or system to provide toll telephone service over a buried cable from the

Mohall Repeater to Sherwood, Tolley and Mohall and from Glenb urn and

Lansford to the Minot Air Force by SRT Communications, Inc.

This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and order of

this Commission dated November 3, 1999 in Case No. PU-2147-99-421

and is subject to the conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon SRT Communications,

Inc. securing consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of

the proper municipal or other public authority for the exercise of the rights

and privileges granted herein.



STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

First Reissued Certificate Number 1559

This is to certify that public convenience and necessity require, and

permission is granted for the authority for the construction and operation

of a telephone plant or system in the exchanges of Butte and Granville,

North Dakota by SRT Communications, Inc. The service area covered by

this Certificate includes all of the area previously served from the Butte

and Granville exchanges of Northwestern Bell Telephone company as

shown in detail on Exhibit A as filed with the application.

This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and order of

this Commission dated November 3, 1999 in Case No. PU-2147-99-421

and is subject to the conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon SRT Communications,

Inc. securing consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of

the proper municipal or other public authority for the exercise of the rights

and privileges granted herein.

Bismarck, North Dakota, January 27, 2000.

ATTEST:	 PUBLIC JSRVICE COMMISSION

4L77/4
Excive Secretary	 Commiss óner



Public Service Commission

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Registration

Certificate Number 844

This is to certify that SRT Communications, Inc. is
registered to resell interexchange telecommunications
services in North Dakota.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-2227-01-645
and is subject to the conditions and limitations noted in North
Dakota Administrative Code, Section 69-09-05-04.

Bismarck, North Dakota, December 31, 2001.

A TTEST:	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Exec ulive Secretary
r4L;#iii='_



Public Service Commission

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Registration

Certificate Number 822

This is to certify that SRT Communications, Inc., is
registered as an intrastate operator service provider in North
Dakota.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-2227-01-433
and is subject to the conditions and limitations noted in North
Dakota Administrative Code, Section 69-09-05-04.

Bismarck, North Dakota, August 22, 2001

A TTES T.	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

& 1T77O1g4
Exe &e Secretary



ATTEST:

Eeutive Secretary

PUBLIC SE ----I

Bismarck, North Dakota, December 31, 1996.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Registration

Certificate Number 394

This is to certify that Souris River Telecommunications Cooperative is

registered to provide statewide interexchange private line telecommunications

services with facilities in North Dakota.

This certificate is issued in Case No. PU-430-89-388, and is subject to

the conditions and limitations noted in the Order dated April 17, 1989.

038 PU-430---89--388	 1

12/31/86
Public Service c.omrli5slofl
Certificate No. 394



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Public ConuenIence and Necessity

Certificate No 
464

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for th

Construction and operation 	 of	 a
in Bottineau and Rolette Counties and

Telephone	 plant or system il vicinity of Lake Metigoshe 	 North Dakota,

by Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and

order of this Commission, dated August 26, 1963 in Case No. 635? and is subject to the

conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for

the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 26th

day of August	 19_63
	

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

ATT

	

Secretary.
	 By	

mmissioner.

Buy Dakota Maid Flour



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

In the Matter of the Application of Souris
River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation of
Minot, North Dakota, for authority: (1) to
borrow loan funds in an amount not in ex-
cess of $1,130,000. 00 from the United States
of America; (2) for a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity to construct and
operate a telephone system in the counties
of Rolette and Bottineau and in the vicinity
of Lake Metigoshe; and (3) to establish a
schedule of rates and charges for the pro-
vision of telephone service in this area.

CASE NO. 6357

FINDINGS OF FACT,
CONCLUSIONS AND ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION.:

On June 25, 19639 the Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation of

Minot, North Dakota, hereinafter called the "Applicant," filed an application

with this Commission wherein they requested authority as indicated in the Title

of this Order.

The Application was set for public hearing at Bottineau, North Dakota, on

July 18, 1963, at 10.00 A.M. and all interested parties were notified of said

hearing in the manner provided by law. The hearing was duly held, as scheduled,

before Commissioners Ben J. Wolf and Bruce Hagen with Commissioner Ben J. Wolf,

presiding, and the following appearances were entered:

MARK F. PURDY, Attorney, Box 1000, Minot, North Dakota, appearing for

Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation, Applicant.

WALLACE OWEN, State Capitol, Bismarck, North Dakota, appearing as Chief

Engineer, North Dakota Public Service Commission.

Appearing as witnesses in support of the application by Souris River Tele-

phone Mutual Aid Corporation were John Campbell, Director and Secretary-Treasurer

of the Applicant, Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation; Paul Froemming,

Manager of said Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation; and Ingwald

Rosendahl, Director of Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation.

No protestants appeared and no protests were received by the Commission.

FINDINGS OF FACT

Upon consideration of all relevant evidence of record in this proceeding,

the Commission finds that:
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I.

The Applicant, Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation, is a non-

profit membership corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State

of North Dakota, and owns and operates twenty-five telephone exchanges at Antler,

Bantry, Berthold, Carpio, Des Laos, Donnybrook, Glenburn, Karlsruhe, Kief,

Kongeberg, Lansford, Landa, Martin, Maxbass, Minot Air Force Base Housing,

Mohall, Newburg, Sawyer, Sherwood, South Prairie, Tolley, Towner, Upham, and

Westhope, and serving approximately 6,050 subscribers.

II.

The Applicant, Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation, proposes to

borrow from the United States of America, acting through the Rural Electrification

Administration, funds in the amount of $19130,000.00 for the purpose of financing

the construction of additional facilities. Said facilities will be constructed

to establish the Lake Metigoshe Exchange which will be located in the general

vicinity of Lake Metigoshe and embracing areas in both Bottineau and Rolette

counties and will enable the Applicant to extend service to approximately 229

subscribers as was more fully shown on Applicant's Exhibit No. 4. In addition,

facilities will be constructed for the purpose of providing service and amplify-

ing service to additional United States Air Force Military Installations, in-.

eluding Minute Man Missile Sites.

III

The Applicant proposes, as an implementation to the borrowing of such funds,

to enter into and to execute with the United States of America, acting through

the Rural Electrification Administration, an amendment to the Loan Contract

presently existing between the Applicant and the United States of America, a

supplemental mortgage between the Applicant and the United States of America,

and a mortgage note between the Applicant and the United States of America as

was more fully shown on Applicant's Exhibits No. 1, No. 2, and No. 3 of this

proceeding.

The proposed loan of $1,130,000.00 is in addition to prior loans of

$12,210,000.00 heretofore approved by the Public Service Commission. The loan

funds will be advanced to Applicant from time to time as required, and upon

such terms and conditions as was shown in Exhibits No. 1, No. 2, and No. 3

hereinbef ore mentioned. The note (Exhibit No. 1) will be secured by a mortago
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(Exhibit No. 3) on all of the assets of the Applicant now owned or hereafter

acquired.

V

The proposed service area of the Lake Metigoshe Exchange is presently

served by two small exchange companies, the Turtle Mountain Farmers Telephone

Company, which operates a rural exchange serving the area around Lake hetigoshe,

and the Mountain Home Telephone Company, which operates an exchange serving the

Village of Kelvin and surrounding rural area. Although they both were sent

official Notices of the Rearing, neither company was represented at the hearing,

however, the Applicant presented copies of petitions which purported to show

signatures of most of the owners and subscribers of the two companies and which

indicated that those signers were dissatisfied with the service available from

their respective companies and desired that the Applicant proceed to provide

them with service. The Commission has had informal contacts with both companies

wherein they indicated their desire to abandon their systems upon the availability

of other service.

VI

The Applicant proposes to establish rates and charges for the furnishing

of dial telephone service in the Lake Metigoshe Exchange according to the rate

schedule presently on file with the Public Service Commission, such rates and

charges to take effect on the first regular billing date subsequent to the com-

pletion of the telephone construction, rehabilitation and expansion program in

the Netigoshe Exchange area. The proposed rate schedule is the Applicant's exist-

ing schedule group denoted as Group "D" and is part of the Applicant's Com-

mission approved system rate schedule. Group "D" rates are applicable to ex-

changes having from 1201 to 2000 main station telephones accessible for calling

on a toll-free basis. It is proposed that upon completion of the Applicant's

expansion program, the Lake Metigoshe Exchange area will have Extended Area

Service to the B&ttineau and Dunseith Exchanges of the Northwestern Bell Tele-

phone Company having respectively approximately 1200 and 225 main stations which,

when combined with the estimated 229 stations of the Lake Metigoshe Exchange,

will result in a total of 165 stations accessible toll-free and will place the

exchange well within the "D" rate group.
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VII

The Applicant indicated that, in their opinion, the proposed rates were

fair and reasonable and would not result in an excessive rate of return to the

Cooperative.

VIII

The aforesaid Lake Metigoshe Exchange will not duplicate any existing

telephone facilities or lines, or interfere with the service or system of any

other telephone company and that the present and future public convenience and

necessity require construction and operation of the proposed telephone system.

CONCLUSIONS

Upon consideration of the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Commission

concludes:

I

That Applicant requires additional funds to finance construction and cre-

ation of the telephone facilities herein described and that it is ifl the public

Interest that they be secured.

II

That such funds are available on reasonable terms and conditions from the

Rural Electrification Administration.

III

That the proposed Lake Metigoshe Exchange will not duplicate any existing

telephone systems nor interfere with the operations of any other telephone system

and that the present and future public convenience and necessity require the con-

struction and operation of the proposed Lake Metigoshe Exchange.

IV

That there is a desirability and need of providing and amplifying service

to additional United States Air Force Military Installations, including Minute

Man Missile Sites as outlined in the record in this proceeding, and that to do

so is in the public interest.

V

That the proposed rates and charges for the furnishing of telephone service

in the Lake Metigoshe Exchange are not excessive or unreasonable and that the

proposed rates for the furnishing of such telephone service to members and non-

members is just and reasonable.
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ORDER

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid

Corporation of Minot, North Dakota, be and hereby is:

I

/	 Authorized to borrow from the United States of America, acting through

the Rural Electrification Administration, the sum of $1,130,000.00 upon terms

and conditions and for the purposes set forth herein, and to execute an amend-

ment to the loan contract presently existing between the Applicant and the

United States of America, and to execute a supplemental mortgage between the

Applicant and the United States of America and a mortgage note or notes. Copies

of the proposed documents were presented in evidence as Exhibits No. 1, No. 2

and No. 3 in these proceedings.

II

Granted a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to construct

and operate a dial telephone facility and exchange to be known as the Lake

Metigoshe Exchange in the counties of Bottineau and Rolette, as shown outlined

in red on the map identified as Applicant's Exhibit No. 4 in this proceedings,

but excluding all areas therein served by existing unacquired or unabandoned

telephone companies.

III

Authorized to apply Group "D" rates and charges, as found in the Applicant's

previously approved system rate schedules and set forth below, for the furnishing

of dial telephone service on the first regular billing date subsequent to the

completion of the telephone construction, rehabilitation and expansion program

In the Lake Netigoshe Exchange area, and that thereafter Applicant shall, in the

event of a sufficient change in the number of telephone stations in said Lake

Netigoshe Exchange area, reclassify such exchange or service area for billing

purposes to the appropriate rate group on the next regular billing date follow-

ing such change.

LOCAL EXCHANGE RATES (GROUP D) *

	

1-party 2-Party	4-party	 Rural-Multiparty Extensions

Business	 $10.25	 $9.25	 -	 $7.25	 $1.50

Residential	 5.50	 5.00	 4.50	 5.25	 1.25

* Non-members pay an additional 250 per month for main station service.
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Turtle Mountain Farmers Telephone Company

of Bottlneau and the Mountain Home Telephone Company of Dunseith be and hereby

are authorized to abandon the operation of their telephone systems and the pro-

vision of telephone service in their respective service areas upon completion of

the Applicant's proposed system and at whatever time service is commenced from

said system.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 26 day of August, 1963.

BY THE COMMISSION:

RICHARD J. THOMPSON
President

BRUCE HAGEN
Commissioner

BEN J. WOLF
Commissioner

(SEAL)

ATTEST -

Secretary

"BUY NORTH DAKOTA PRODUCTS"

/
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Certificate of Pu6lic Convenience and Necessity
Certificate No 388

THIS IS TO CERTIFY That public convenience and necessity require, and permission is hereby granted for the____________
Conatruction and operation	 telephone

	

In pi-Lz of Botinu,	 tieiwy,	 kount'ajj., iivuJe	 b°eriaari andfacilities /	 at _____ ard Counties 	
North Dakota,

Souris River Telephone Y1tLal Aid Corporation
This certificate is issued in accordance with the report and

1957	 .order of this Commission, dated Yarch 18. 	 in Case No.	 550	 and  is subject to the
conditions and limitations noted thereon.

CONDITIONS: This certificate is conditioned upon the said Souris River Telephone hutual Aid Corporation.	 .

securing the consent, franchise, permit, ordinance, or other authority of the proper municipal or other public authority for

the exercise of the rights and privileges granted herein.

--- --.--.

	

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 	 18th

7day of---rch 	 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:

By--)	
.

Cornm18oner
SI*•t El.



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

In the Matter of the Application of 	 )
the Souris River Telephone Mutual
Aid Corporation for a Fourth Supple-
mental Order to extend the authority
originally authorized in this case.

cSE NO 554

FOURTH SUPPLEMENTAL ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On August 21, 1965, the Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation, of

Minot, North Dakota, filed an application for a Fourth Supplemental Order which

would extend their authority held under Certificate of Convenience and Necessity

No. 388, Issued In the original proceeding of this case, to include an additional

area located contiguous to the area presently certified to them, as specifically

designated on Exhibit A which was submitted with this application.

Said area, located in McHonry County, North Dakota, includes part or all of

the following sections:

Sections I, 2, 3, 10, ii, 12, 13, 11+, 15, 22, 23, 2 14, 26, 27, 34, and 35,

all in Township 151 North, Range 70 West;

sections 6, 7, and 18, all in Township 151 North, Range 77 West,

The area will be served from the Applicant's Kiof exchange and it is their

proposal to improve and extend rural telephone facilities In this area.

The Applicant stated that the proposed telephone facilities, In this area,

would not duplicate any existing telephone facility or line, or Interfere with

the service or system of any other telephone company and that they believed that

the present and future public convenience and necessity requires construction and

operation of the proposed telephone system in this area.

The Applicant further stated that there were no Certificates of Convenience

and Necessity hold by any telephone company for this area and that the switcher

company stockholders and subscribers In the area have requested the Applicant to

On August 25, 1965, the Public Service Commission of the State of North

Dakota gave notice of opportunity for all interested parties to file objections

with, or request a hearing before, the Commission on or before the 15th day of

September, 1965. Sold notice further provided that In the event that no objections

or requests were received within the time specified the Commission could enter its

Order granting the application.
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IT APPEARING that this area either does not have any telephone service or

that the service available is inadequate; and that no certificates of convenience

and necessity to construct and operate telephone facilities in said areas are held

by any other companies; and that the company operating in the area has agreed to

abandon Its facilities.

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the area is contiguous to that area now certified

to and served by Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation under Certificate

No. 388, previously issued in this case, and that said company is ready and willing

to extend facilities to provide telephone service In said area.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that authority granted to the Souris River

Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation under certificate of public convenience and

necessity Io. 388 be and hereby Is extended to include the territory heretofore

described and as indicated in detail by the red outlined area on the Applicant's

Exhibit A accompanying the First Amended Fourth Supplemental Application.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the rates and charges applicable to the Applicant's

Kief exchange area be and hereby are authorized for application in the area

addition authorized by this order.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that said certificate shall not preclude the issuance

of certificates of public convenience and necessity to non-profit cooperative

corporations or mutual associations for construction and operation of rural

telephone line in the above described territories if, after due notice and

hearing, it appears that the issuance of said certificates of public convenience

and necessity Is consistent with the public interest.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, this 27th day of September, 1965.

BY THE COMMISSION:

RICHARD J. TH4i'SON
President

ATTEST:

Secretary

(SEAL)

"BUY NORTH DAKOTA PRODUCTS"
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

In the Matter of the Application of the 	 )
Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Cor-
poration of Minot, North Dakota, for a
Supplemental Order to extend the authority
originally authorized in this case.

CASE NO. 5540

THIRD SUPPLEMENTAL ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On January 10, 1963, the Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

of Minot, North Dakota, filed an application for a Supplemental Order which

would extend their authority held under Certificate of Convenience and

Necessity No. 388, issued in the original proceeding of this case, to include

three additional areas located contiguous to the area presently certified to

them, as specifically designated on Exhibits A and B which were submitted with

this application.

Said areas, all located in McHenry County, North Dakota, included part or

all of the following sections:

(Area 1) Sections 1 through 17, of Township 159 North, Range 77 West;

Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, and 18, Township 159 North, Range 76 West; and Sections 1

and 12, Range 78 West, Township 159 North.

(Area 2) Sections 1, 2, 3, and 4, Sections 9, 10, 11 and 12, and Sec-

tions 15 and 16 of Township 156 North, Range 77 West.

(Area 3) Sections 31, 32, 33 and 34, Township 154 North, Range 75 West;

Sections 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 and 10, Township 153 North, Range 75 West; Section 36,

Township 154 North, Range 76 West; and Section 1, Township 153 North, Range 76

West.

The Applicant proposed that the three areas would be served, respectively,

from the Applicant's Upham (Area 1) and Towner (Areas 2 & 3) exchanges, and they

further proposed to improve and extend rural telephone facilities in and to

said areas.

On January 18, 1963 9 the Public Service Commission of the State of North

Dakota gave notice to the effect that all interested parties may file objections
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with or request a hearing before the Commission on or before the 7th day of

February, 1963, in which event the Commission may set the matter for public

hearing. Said notice further provided that in the event that no objections

or requests are received within the time specified the Commission may enter

its Order granting the application, and;

IT APPEARING that these areas either do not have any telephone service

or that the service available is inadequate; and that no certificates of

convenience and necessity to construct and operate telephone facilities in

said areas are held by any other companies; and that the one company operat-

ing in the areas has agreed to abandon its facilities.

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the areas are contiguous to that area now

certified to and served by Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

under Certificate No. 388, previously issued in this case, and that said

company is ready and willing to extend facilities to provide telephone ser-

vice in said areas.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that authority granted to the Souris River

Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation under certificate of public convenience and

necessity No. 388 be and hereby is extended to include territories heretofore

described and as indicated by the red areas on the applicant's Exhibits A and

B accompanying this Third Supplemental Application, but excluding areas therein

served by unabandoned or unacquired telephone companies.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the rates and charges applicable to the

Applicants Upham and Towner exchange areas be and hereby are authorized for

application in the respective area additions authorized by this order.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that said certificate shall not preclude the

issuance of certificates of public convenience and necessity to non-profit

cooperative corporations or mutual associations for construction and operation

of rural telephone line in the above described territories if, after due notice

and hearing, it appears that the issuance of said certificates of public con-

venience and necessity is consistent with the public interest.

..	 .	 -.
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Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota, the 20 day of February, 1963.

BY THE CO?*ISSIONi

RICHARD J, THOMPSON
President

BRUCE HAGEN
Commissioner

/ 	 VI

BEN J. WOLF
Commission

Secretary

'BUY NORTH DAKOTA PRODUCTS'
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In the Matter of the Application of the Souris
River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation, ofMinot, North Dakota: (1) for a certificate of
Public convenience and necessity to construct
and operate telephone facilities; and (2) for
authority to purchase certain existing tele-
phone facilities.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

CASE M 5

SECOND_SUPPL_!^MENTAL ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:

On January 26, 1961 0 the Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation,
Of Minot, North Dakota, filed an application requesting authority to serve

additional territory which is contiguous to territory previously certified

in this case. This additional territory is comprised of part of Township

154N, Range 76W, and part of Township 15I N, Range 75W, both in McHenry
County.

IT APPEARI)j that this area does not presently have telephone service

and that no certificates of convenience and necessity to construct and op-

erate telephone facilities in said areas are held by any other companies,

IT FURTHER APPEARING that the area is contiguous to that area now

certified to and served by Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation
under Certificate No. 388, previously issued in this case, and that said

company is ready and willing to extend facilities to provide telephone ser-

vice in this area.

NOW THEREFQR IT IS ORDE&D that authority granted to the Souris River

Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation under certificate of public convenience and
necessity No. 388 be and hereby is extended to include a territory hereto-
fore described and as outlined in orange on the applicant's Exhibit A,
accompanying this Second Supplemental Application, but excluding areas there-
in served by unabandonsd or unacquired telephone companies.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERIM that the rate and charges applicable to this ex-
change area be and hereby are authorized for application in the area addition
authorized by this order.
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IT IS FURTHR ORDERED that said certificate shall not preclude the

issuance of certificates of public convenience and necessity to non-profit

cooperative corporations or mutual associations for construction and op-

eration of rural telephone line in the above described territory if, after

due notice and hearing, it appears that the issuance of said certificates

of public convenience and necessity is consistent with the public interest.

Dated at Bismarck, North Dakota this 17th day of February, 1961.

BY THE COMMISSION:

/
MARI'INVA.'ALER

President

7222\
Commissioner

RICHARD J, T}MöN
Commissioner

(sEAL)

ATTEST:

I

Secretary

"Buy DAKOTA 14AID Flour"

-	 -.

4,



PUBLIC SiRVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

In the matter of the application of the Souris
River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation, of
Minot, North Dakota; (1) for a certificate of
public convenience ixl necessity to construct
and operate telephone facilities; and (2) for )
authority to purchase certain existing tele-
phone facilities.

CASE M. 540

SUPPLMiNTA1 ORDER

BY THE COHMISSION:

On December 13, 1960, the Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation,

of ilinot, North Dakota, filed an application requesting authority to serve

two additional territories which are contiguous to territory previously

certified in this case. These additional territories are comprised of (1)

part of Township 1481J, Range 75W in Sheridan County; and (2) parts of Town-

ship 15811, Range 75W in McHenry County and parts of Townships 157N and 158N,

Range 7144, in Pierce County.

IT APPEARIM) that these areas do not presently have telephone service

and that no certificates of convenience and necessity to construct and oper-

ate telephone facilities in said areas are held by any other companies,

IT FURTMER APPEARING that the areas are contiguous to that area now

certified to and served by Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation under

Certificate No. 388, previously issued in this case, and that said company

is ready and willing to extend facilities to provide telephone service in

these areas.

NOW THR$ORE IT IS ORDERED that authority granted to the Souris River

Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation under certificate of public convenience and

necessity No. 388 be and hereby is extended to include territories as hereto-

fore described and as outlined in orange on applicant's Exhibits A and B, Wut

excluding areas therein served by unabandoned or unacquired telephone companies.

IT 13 VURTHZR ORDERM that said certificate shall not preclude the

issuance of certificates of public convenience and necessity to non-profit

cooperative corporations or mutual associations for construction and operation

of rural tele3hone line in the above described territory if, after due notice

and hearing, it appears that the issuance of said certificates of public

conveirce and necessLt'; is consist 	 with the public interest.

f. i..
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Dated at Btarok, North Dakota this 9th day of January, 1961

BY M. OOI9a58IOI

AL
Piisid.nt

ERNEST D1KE -100
Commissioner

-S

RICKM J T1MPJ'	 -J

Coizis1oner

( s E k L )

ATTEST:

Secretary

"Buy DAKOTA MAID Flour"

I



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NORTH DkKOTA

In the Matter of the Application of
Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid
Corporation, of Velva, North Dakota:
(1) For a certificate of public con-
venience and necessity to construct
and operate telephooe facilities; and, )
(2) For authority to purchase certain
existing telephone properties, 	 )

p1

CASE NO. 5540

FINDINGS OF Fr,
QjCLUS IONS AND ORDER

By the Commission:

On December 31, 1956, Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation, of Velva,

North Dakota, filed an application with the Public Service Commission: (1) For a

certificate of public convenience and necessity to construct and operate telephone

facilities in the Counties of Bottineau, McHenry, Mountrail, Pierce, Renville,

Sheridan, Ward and Wells in the State of North Dakota; and (2) For authority to

purchase certain existing telephone properties.

The application was set for public hearing at Minot, North Dakota, on January

23, 1957; all interested parties were notified of said hearing in the manner pro-

vided by law; the hearing was duly held before Commissioner Martin Vaaler, and the

following appearances were entered:

ROY ILVEDSON, Attorney, Minot, North Dakota, appearing for applicant.

JOSEPH &cINTEE, Attorney, Towmer, North Dakota, appfaring for He an County

Board of County Commissioners, City of Towner, Association of Commerce of Tiner,

and Newport School District, protestants.

EMIL E. ANDEPSON, Upham, North Dakot a, appearing for City of Upham, and

Upham Commercial Club, Upham, North Dakota.

CURENCE E. BRYANT, Chief Engineer, North Dakota Public Service Commision,

Bismarck, North Dakota,

FINDINGS OF FACT

Upon consideration of the evidence of record in this proceeding the Commission

finds that:

(1) Applicant, Souris River Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation,
is a non-profit membership corporation organized and ex-
isting under the laws of the State of North Dakota. The
Company now owns and operates telephone exchanges at
Sherwood, roney, Mohall, Westhope, ]1axbass, Tower,
Bantry, artin, Lansford, Carplo, Berthold and DesLacs,
North Dakota, serwir approximately 2,400 subscribers.

;I
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served by existing unacquired or unabandoned telephone companies or systems.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that said certificate shall not preclude the issuance

of certificates of public convenience ad necessity to non-profit cooperative

corporations or associations for construction and operation of rural telephone

lines in the above described territory if, after due notice and hearing, it

appears that the issuance of said certificates is conoistent with the public

interest.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Souiiu hivtsr Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation

be and hereby is authorized to purchase existing telephone properties now owned

by the following comp&niesi

WE OF C(*PAN'f	 ADDRESS

Lone Star Rural Telephone Cooperative Association 	 Glenburn, North Dakota

Bantry Community Exchange 	 Bantry, North Dakota

Landa Telephone Company
	 Landa, North Dakota

ATm ST

crottry

"Huy DIu.CTA	 ID Flour"

.	 ..

1!

Upham Telephone Company	 Upham, North Dakota

Grovers Farmers Line	 Tolley, North Dakota

German Telephone Company	 Harvey, North Dakota

Farmers Pioneer Telephone Company 	 Sherwood, N orth Dakota

Whitney Farmers Telephone Company

	

	 Sherwood, North Dakota

Dated at Diumarck, North Dakota, this 18th day of March, 1957.

13Y THE COWtISSION:

/J
RNLT D. NEL5CN

President

(a E A L)	
(7!J	 /	 {	 .J (

NSON J, JND1SON
Corpiissioner

MARTIN VAALER
Commissioner
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Headquarters.

3615 North Broadway
PD Box 2027

Minot, NO 58702-2027
701-858-1200

Business Center:
24 - 2nd Ave. SE

PD Box 2027
Minot, NO 58702-2027

701-858-1200

SAT Connections:
1400 20th Ave SW

Suite 3
PD Box 2027

Minot, ND 58702-2027
701-852-1100

MEMORANDUM

TO:	 North Dakota Telephone Companis
State and National Associations	 \-)d
Telecommunications Industry Orgai1

iior
	

Warren L. Hight

DATE:
	

December 18, 2002

SUBJECT: Internal Changes/Promotions

'H\:__—m H

Ls	 \
PUB	

"s
tD

SRT Communications, Inc's current General Manager/CEO Warren L. Hight is
retiring December 31, 2002 and Steven D. Lysne has been named to fill the position.
Steve has been employed by SRT for the past eight years as the company's Chief
Financial Officer.

Perry Erdmann has been hired as Controller to fill Steve's previous position with SRT.

Please update your telephone and mailing addresses as follows:

Steven D. Lysne
General Manager/CEO
SRT Communications, Inc.
3615 North Broadway
Minot, ND 58703

Telephone:	 701-858-5246
Fax:	 701-858-1400
E-Mail:	 stevedl(@srttel.com

Perry Erdmann
Controller
SRT Communications, Inc.
3615 North Broadway
Minot, ND 58703

Telephone:	 701-858-5411
Fax:	 701-858-1400
E-mail:	 perrygesrttel.com

4UL
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