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Whiting Oil and Gas Corporation 
Robinson Lake Gas Plant Expansion Project 
Case No. PU – 00-0000 

PSC Certificate Application 3 October 2013 

SECTION 1:  WAIVER REQUEST 

Whiting, in conjunction with its submission of this application for a Certificate of Site 
Compatibility for the Project, submits to the Commission this request for a waiver or 
reduction of procedures and time schedules set forth in Chapter 49-22 of the North 
Dakota Century Code and Article 69-06 of the North Dakota Administrative Code.  In 
accordance with Section 49-22-07.2 of the North Dakota Century Code and Chapter 
69-06-06 of the North Dakota Administrative Code, Whiting requests that the 
Commission waive the requirements for mylar maps as set forth in the Commission’s 
Energy Conversion and Transmission Facility Siting Guidelines for a Certificate of Site 
Compatibility. Geographic Information System (GIS) maps that meet the intent of the 
Commission’s requirements are provided in the consolidated application for a 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Permit. 

Whiting respectfully requests that the Commission grant the requested waiver in order 
to prevent potentially significant delays to the proposed Project.  As discussed herein 
this consolidated application for a Certificate of Site Compatibility, the Project is of 
such design, location and purpose as to result in minimal adverse impacts to the 
environment while offering 12.5 MMcfd (million cubic feet per day) of gas processing 
capacity from its existing RLGP facility.   
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SWCA Environmental Consultants 

116 North 4th Street, Suite 200 

Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 

September 9, 2013 

E3 Environmental, LLC 

Attn: William McCarthy 

871 Jefferson Avenue 

St. Paul, Minnesota 55102 

SWCA Project Number: 27432 

RE: Class I Inventory Results for the Whiting Gas and Oil Corporation Robinson Lake 

Gas Plant Expansion Project 

Dear Mr. McCarthy, 

On September 9, 2013, SWCA Environmental Consultants (SWCA) completed a Class I Cultural 

Resource Inventory for the proposed Whiting Gas and Oil Corporation Robinson Lake Gas Plant 

Expansion Project (Robinson Lake Project) located in the northwest quarter of Section 23, 

Township (T) 153 North (N), Range (R) 91 West (W), in Mountrail County, North Dakota. This 

letter report provides a description of methods used by SWCA archaeologist Matthew Cox to 

determine whether previously recorded cultural resources are located within the proposed project 

area. 

METHODS 

Class I Survey 

The Class I cultural resource files search was conducted by Mr. Cox for the project location on 

September 9, 2013, of files maintained at the State Historical Society of North Dakota. Five 

previously recorded sites are located in the 1-mile buffer surrounding the project area (Table 1).  

Table 1. Cultural Resources within 1 Mile of the Project Area. 

Site Location Description NRHP Eligibility Recommendations 

32MN699 

S½ NW¼ NE¼ 

Section 27, T153N 

R91W 

Stone Circle Unevaluated No Further Work* 



Mr. William McCarty 

September 9, 2013 

Page 2 

Site Location Description NRHP Eligibility Recommendations 

32MN700 

N½ SE¼ SE¼, 

SE¼ SE¼ SE¼  

Section 22, T153N 

R91W 

Stone Circle Unevaluated No Further Work* 

32MN873 

NE¼ NE¼ SE¼  

Section 27, T153N 

R91W 

Cairn Unevaluated No Further Work*

32MN1035 

SE¼ SW¼ NE¼ 

Section 27, T153N 

R91W 

Cultural Material 

Scatter/Foundation

Recommended 

Not Eligible 
No Further Work 

32MNX112 
NE¼ Section 22, 

T153N R91W 

Cultural Material 

Scatter 
Unevaluated No Further Work* 

* No further work is required for this site in regards to the current project; any additional work in the area would

require a reevaluation of the site on an individual project basis. 

CONCLUSIONS 

On September 9, 2013, SWCA completed a Class I Cultural Resources Inventory of the proposed 

Robinson Lake Project located in the northwest quarter of Section 23, T153N, R91W, in 

Mountrail County, North Dakota. The results reveal that five sites are located within the study 

area (32MN699, 32MN700, 32MN873, 32MN1035, and 32MNX112). All of the cultural 

resources are located outside of the proposed project area and will not be affected by the 

proposed project; therefore, no further work is recommended. However, if the project footprint 

were to shift, additional avoidance measure may be required. Any additional work in the area 

would require a reevaluation of each site on an individual project basis. 

Please feel free to contact me at 701.258.6622 or at dsreinhart@swca.com should you have any 

further questions or concerns regarding the information assembled during SWCA’s Class I 

cultural resources file search. 

Sincerely, 

Damien S. Reinhart 

Cultural Resources Lead/Project Manager 

DSR:mc 



SWCA Environmental Consultants 

116 N 4
th
 Street, Suite 200 

Bismarck, ND 58501 

North Dakota Negative Results Cultural Resource Report 

Date of Report: September 25, 2013 

Project Name/Report Title: 

A Class I and Class III Cultural Resource Inventory of the Whiting 

Petroleum Corporation Robinson Lake Gas Plant Expansion, 

Mountrail County, North Dakota 

Project Proponent/Sponsor: 
E3 Environmental, LLC, 871 Jefferson Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota 

55102 

Lead Agency: 
North Dakota Public Service Commission (NDPSC), Bismarck, North 

Dakota 

SWCA Project Number: 27432 

Principal Investigator: William Harding 

Authors of Report: Cole Wandler 

Persons Performing Fieldwork: 
Scott Yost and Damien Reinhart, SWCA Environmental Consultants 

(SWCA) 

Date of Fieldwork: September 13, 2013 

Acres/Area Inventoried: 

Whiting Robinson Lake Gas Plant Expansion 

Total Area Inventoried 1.9 non-overlapping acres 

Existing Gas Plant Area 28.16 acres 

Proposed Expansion Areas 1.9 acres 

Legal Locations 

NW¼ NW¼ of Section 23, Township (T) 153 North (N), Range (R) 

91 West (W), Dunn County, North Dakota; 

Belden SE (1981), North Dakota, U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 

Topographic Quadrangle 

ND Prehistoric Study Unit: Garrison 

ND Historic Study Unit: 21 
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Location Descriptions 

Whiting Petroleum Corporation (Whiting) is proposing to expand the existing Robinson Lake Gas Plant 

on private lands in Mountrail County, North Dakota. The project area is approximately 6.0 miles north 

of the intersection of State Highway 8 and State Highway 23; 8.4 miles northeast of New Town; 6.4 

miles southwest of Epworth; and 6.0 miles south of Belden. The surrounding area is defined by rolling 

upland prairie, with numerous wetlands dotting the surrounding landscape. The area is drained to the 

southwest by Crane Creek, which drains into the Van Hook Arm of Lake Sakakawea approximately 6.8 

miles south. 

The proposed plant expansion is located on an indistinct rise above Crane Creek to the south. Due to 

previous development, no vegetation occurred within the project area. Ground surface visibility was 100 

percent across the project area. 

Project Description 

SWCA conducted a Class I and Class III cultural resource inventory on behalf of E3 Environmental, 

LLC, for the currently proposed Whiting Robinson Lake Gas Plant expansion. The project would 

involve construction of additional infrastructure at the existing Robinson Lake Gas Plant. Whiting plans 

to expand the existing Robinson Lake facility by adding additional equipment within an existing fenced 

area surrounding the gas plant, including compression equipment. As a result, the North Dakota Public 

Service Commission will claim jurisdiction over the project. The fenced Robinson Lake Gas Plant has 

previously impacted an area of approximately 28.16 acres. 

SWCA conducted 1.9 acres of discontinuous survey surrounding the proposed expansion locations. The 

discontinuous areas consisted of four blocks on which previous infrastructure had already been built. As 

a result, the Class III survey consisted of a surface examination of previous disturbance surrounding the 

infrastructure. As proposed, the project will remain entirely within the inventoried area.  

Files/Records Search Results 

As part of the initial phase of this investigation, SWCA conducted a background search of 

archaeological and historical literature and records for the project area and surrounding 1-mile area on 

September 9, 2013. Researchers reviewed relevant record holdings at the State Historical Society of 

North Dakota for information regarding previously recorded historic and prehistoric sites located within 

the project area.  

Seven previous cultural resource inventories have been conducted in the area between 1995 and 2011 

(Table 1), the majority of which are related to resource development, with two reports detailing North 

Dakota Department of Transportation-related projects. The files search identified five previously 

recorded cultural resources within 1 mile of the project area. Of these five resources, two are prehistoric 

sites, one is an historic site, one is of unknown age or cultural affiliation, and one is a site lead of 

unknown age or cultural affiliation (Table 2). The two prehistoric sites (32MN699 and 32MN700) 

consist of stone circles and the site of unknown age or cultural affiliation (32MN873) is a stone cairn. 

The historic site (32MN1035) includes the remains of a foundation and a cultural material scatter. No 

archaeological or historical information was recorded on the site form for the cultural material scatter 

site lead (32MNX112), and as a result its age and affiliation are unknown. Three sites (32MN699, 

32MN700, and 32MN873), in addition to the site lead (32MNX112), remain unevaluated regarding their 

National Register of Historic Places eligibility status; the historic site (32MN1035) is considered not 

eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. 
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Table 1. Previous Cultural Resource Inventories Identified within 1 Mile of Project Area. 

Manuscript 

Number 
Location Title Author Year 

006449 Section 22, 

T153N, R91W 

North Dakota Department of 

Transportation: Safety Project 

Cultural Resource Review 

R. Christensen 1995 

008769 Section 27, 

T153N, R91W 

STATEOP-426/427: 

Fladeland/McNamara Pits Class III 

Inventory Report, Mountrail Co., ND 

B. Christensen 2004 

008770 Section 22, 

T153N, R91W 

STATEOP-428: David McNamara Pit 

Class III Inventory Report, Mountrail 

Co., ND 

B. Christensen 2004 

009380 Section 22, 

T153N, R91W 

McNamara Pit: A Class III Cultural 

Resource Inventory in Mountrail Co., 

ND 

E. Stine 2005 

010763 Section 14, 

T153N, R91W 

Robinson Lake: A Class III Cultural 

Resource Inventory for a Proposed 

Pipeline Corridor in Mountrail Co., 

ND 

E. Stine and A. 

Barth 

2008 

011508 Section 15, 

T153N, R91W 

Welfen Material Source Area: A 

Class III Cultural Resource Inventory, 

Mountrail Co., ND 

G. Jakel and W. 

Burns 

2010 

012450 Sections 14, 15, 

22, 23, 26, 27, 

T153N, R91W 

Highway 8: A Class III Cultural 

Resource Inventory in Mountrail Co., 

ND 

E. Stine 2011 

 
Table 2. Previously Recorded Sites Identified within 1 Mile of Project Area. 

Site 

Number 
Location Site Type(s) 

Cultural 

Affiliation 

NRHP 

Eligibility 

32MN699 S½ NW¼ NE¼ 

Section 27, T153N, 

R91W 

Stone Circle Unknown 

Prehistoric 

Unevaluated 

32MN700 N½ SE¼ SE¼, SE¼ 

SE¼ SE¼ Section 22, 

T153N, R91W 

Stone Circle Unknown 

Prehistoric 

Unevaluated 

32MN873 NE¼ NE¼ SE¼ 

Section 27, T153N, 

R91W 

Cairn Unknown  Unevaluated 

32MN1035 SE¼ SW¼ NE¼ 

Section 27, T153N, 

R91W 

Cultural Material 

Scatter/Foundation 

Unknown 

Historic 

Recommended 

Not Eligible 

32MNX112 NE¼ Section 22, 

T153N, R91W 

Cultural Material Scatter 

Site Lead 

Unknown  Unevaluated 

NRHP = National Register of Historic Places 
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Field Methods and Survey Conditions 

A cultural resource inventory was conducted for the proposed Robinson Lake Gas Plant expansion on 

September 13, 2013, by Scott Yost and Damien Reinhart, SWCA archaeologists. Pedestrian survey 

methods were used, including parallel and sinuous transects spaced at no more than 30 meters apart. In 

total, 1.9 acres were surveyed around the proposed expansion areas. Bare ground surface visibility was 

100 percent at the time of survey, as all survey occurred within previously disturbed areas. The project 

area has been impacted by oil and gas exploration activities and previous construction of infrastructure. 

As a result, no intact soils remain. 

Photographs were taken of the proposed expansion area, and global positioning system tracks and points 

were collected for the expansion location. Notes were also taken during the inventory, and all 

photographs, global positioning system and geographic information systems data, and notes are on file at 

, North Dakota, office under project number 27432. Maps of the inventoried area are 

attached, as are appropriate photographs of the project area. 

Results and Recommendations 

No cultural resources were observed during the course of the inventory. Based on the negative findings, it 

is recommended that a determination of No Significant Sites Affected be granted for the project to proceed 

as planned. 
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 Overview of proposed expansion area at the northwest corner of the gas plant, facing 

north. 

 Photographed by D. Reinhart on September 13, 2013. 

 Image has not been altered. 

 

 

 Overview of proposed expansion area at the northeast corner of gas plant, facing 

north. 

 Photographed by D. Reinhart on September 13, 2013. 

 Image has not been altered. 
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Project location map at 1:24,000-scale showing inventoried area. 

(Belden SE [1981], North Dakota, ) 
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Project location map at 1:4,000-scale showing inventoried area. 

(Belden SE [1981], North Dakota,  

 














