
PARSHALL, N.D. —The Her-
ald's story, "Oil Patch leaders to
Legislature: Show us the money,"
accurately describes the unpleas-
ant truth about today's North
Dakota Legislature (Page B5, Feb.
6).

Williston finance commissioner
Brad Bekkedahi described the re-
ality well when he said: "They (the
Legislature) never fund the need."

As Bekkedahl asks, "How do we
get the oil and gas counties to con-
vince the North Dakota Legislature
to fund the need?"

The answer is relatively easy, but
it may not be possible as long as the
oil and gas counties are unwilling
to challenge the Republican super-
majority in the Legislature to do
more.

In fact, many leaders from oil
counties and communities seem
afraid to stand up to the indiffer-
ence of the Republican superma-
jority because so many Republican
legislators seem content to deny
the problems created by rapid oil
development.

It doesn't have to be this way. The
truth is that some of us have tried to
respond to Bekkedahl's concerns
with real solutions.

North Dakota Democrats intro-
duced legislation in the 2013 Legis-
lature that focused on oil counties
and communities. North Dakota
Democrats proposed dedicating
100 percent of the oil production
tax for two years to oil counties anfl
communities. The Republican su-j
permajority killed these bills wi
Little consideration given to the

merits.
The Herald story quotes Willis-

ton Mayor Ward Koeser telling Gov.
Jack Dalrymple that it's not right
for our state to sit on billions of dol-
lars in various funds while the com-
munities in western North Dakota
are being forced to borrow money.
Koeser's right. But such change will1
not come fast enough as long as one
party controls state government

The Herald did an excellent job
in covering this story. The story
completely reflects the attitudes I
hear from so many constituents in
my district.

I ask the Herald to add further
dimension to this major story by
looking into the legislation that has
been introduced over the past
three sessions by North Dakota De-
mocrats. These proposals would
have met many of these needs and
mitigated the problems facing so
many western counties and com-
munities.

Twill be more than happy to give
the Herald all the bill numbers and
sponsors, as I know them well.

I also know this: The only way to
change things in western North
Dakota is to bring back balance to
the North Dakota Legislature.

Kenton Onstad
State Rep. On.stad, D-Pahal4 is

minority leader of the North Dakota
House.

Proposed pipeline
puts Red River at risk

RED LAKE FALLS, Minn- - Re-

I-

I
34 PU-I 3-848	 Filed: 2125/2014 Pages. 1

Exhibit Goyette - letter to editor - Grand Forks
Herald

.s3qq
Chuck Goyette

)ouble play
iT's NE 9EATNG r Toiç

TD 6ET 4EPE 774A1CUP..IT

d tonal page
ur views. Opinion from across the world.

February 14, 2014
Opinion Editor Tom Dennis:

(701)780-1276; (800) 477-6572
ext.276; tde.nnis@gfherald.com

• In the Mail: letters@gfherald.com; Page
Box 6008, Grand Forks, N.D. 58206

•	 the Mail

Give Democrats chance to help
4_7	 re

western N.D.
cently the Herald reported that En- Enbridgé pipelines from iT
bridge conducted a spill drill at the 2010.
Alerus Center in Grand Forks ("En- 	 These spills released about
bridge runs through spill drill," 	 161,000 barrels of crude oil into the
Page Al, Feb. 7).	 environment.

The worst-case scenario and 	 With 2.5 million miles of pipeline
emergency response that followed running through this country, acci-
played out at the tabletop discus- 	 dents even with the best oversight
sion attended by emergency re--	 and planning will occur.
sponders, public officials and 	 There is no comfort, only fear
landowners,	 about the Sandpiper project put-

The proposed Sandpiper	 ting a pipeline under the Red River
Pipeline crosses under the Red 	 south of Grand Forks.
River south of Grand Forks on its	 We are frightfully addicted to fos-
route from Tioga, N.D., to (ulti- 	 sil fuels.
mate ly) Superior, Wis. 	 It wasn't too long ago that renew-

Since the 2010 pipeline rupture, 	 ables were the theme and goal for
in the Kalamazoo River in Ivlichi- 	 our energy needs.
gan, Enbridge has stepped up its	 Now, because of fracking, that at-
public relations campaign.	 tention to renewables has all but

That rupture spewed a million	 gone away.
gallons into the Kalamazoo River 	 The Oil Patch is celebrated as a
and Talmadge Creek, soiled 35	 virtual godsend by politicians and
miles of wetlands and waterways	 corporate profiteers.
and sickened 320 people. 	 Addiction destroys lives. And in

In addition, more than 3,000 tar-	 the case of the fossil fuel obsession,
ties, 170 birds and nearly 40 main- 	 it is literally destroying nature -
mals were recovered in the spill, 	 the land, air, water and so many of

And some 31/2 years later the	 nature's creatures, as well as a way
Kalamazoo spill clean-up is not 	 of life so many of us have valued.
completed. The EPA gave Enbridge	 Corporations, even though they
to Dec. 31,2013, to remove up to 	 have legal personhood, are not peo-
18,000 gallons of submerged oil. En- pie. Profits and damage control are
bridge said in December that it	 their concern.
could not meet the deadline but 	 The North Dakota Public Service
could complete the work by Octo- 	 Commission is a holding a public
ber 2014.	 hearing on Enbridge's proposal at

At $1 billion, the spill is the	 8:30 am. on Wednesday at the TJND
costliest onshore clean-up in U.S.	 School of Law. I invite Herald read-history.	 ers to attend and join with others

According to Polaris Institute, 	 who oppose yet another reckless
Enbridge's sordid history includes	 pipeline.
some 804 spills that took place on 	 Chuck Goyette
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