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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Montana State Office, Law Enforcement Staff 

5001 Southgate Drive 
Billings, Montana 59101-4669 

www.blm.gov/mt  

September 11, 2014 

United States Department of the Interior 

Elaine Ramsey, Manager 
Field Operations Branch 
Office of Surface Mining 
Reclamation and Enforcement 
Western Region Office 
1999 Broadway, Suite 3320 
Denver, CO 80202-3050 

Dear Ms. Ramsey, 

Thank you for giving the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) an opportunity to determine 
whether disturbances proposed by Coyote Creek Mining Company, L.L.C. (CCMC) will have 
substantial or adverse effects on the Federal coal tracts. We have reviewed CCMC's application 
for Surface Coal Mining Permit No. NACC-1302 to permit 8,092 acres of land for a new mine in 
Mercer County, North Dakota. 

Unleased Federal coal lies adjacent to proposed mining operations in: 

T.142N., R.88W., Section 6, 
T.142N., R.89W., Section 2, 
T.143N., R.88W., Section 30, 
T.143N., R.89W, Sections 24, 26, and 34, 

It was not discussed in the permit application how the operator will prevent the Federal coal 
bearing formations from being wasted, damaged, or degraded when the proposed mining 
operations approach the boundary lines adjoining Federal coal. The current mining plan of 
operations cannot hinder the future mining of Federal coal. It is BLM's recommendation that 
this discussion be included in the permit application. 

Also, for T.142N., R.89VV., Section 2, both the MT Plats and the Mineral Management Status 
Map for Hazen, North Dakota indicate that the entire coal deposit is reserved to the United 
States. This information conflicts with CCMC's information submitted in the permit application. 
CMCC 's Surface and Coal Ownership Map (Section 1.5.3) and Pit Layout and Facilities Map 
(Section 3.1.3) portrays that 50 percent of the coal reserve for the N1/2 , NE1/4 of Section 2 
belongs to North Dakota Department of Trust Lands, and the remaining 50 percent divided 
between private interests. Please see enclosures to verify this information and resolve the 
discrepancy. 

If you have any questions, please call Anne Allen at 406-896-5082. 

john
Text Box
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        Comments received from the Bureau of Land Management on disturbances over unleased federal coal 
        Bureau of Land Management
        Phil Perlewitz



Sincerely, 

1'hillin I erlewitz 

Enclosures 

cc: 	James R. Deutsch, Director 
Reclamation Division 
North Dakota Public Service Commission 
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 408 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480 
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authorized by 'the United •States; • the right .  to."irOspect 'for ;  mini;;Jand remove - -the .  Ooil•;;I. fr:

• •;the same upon Con4lianoe Stith •  the• cOndl.tiOrs and subj pot to the provisions an • lisliti: ' 
 

• tiOne of tie .AOt e . of Congress-approved Hitch 3, 1909 .  (35 Stat.; 8.144),. andr3—une.722',--7-1.91.0ff:-  

• ;.(36. Stat....,_5.831,  and eitopptin* and reserving unto . the'tkited Statkef irightsHott-wai; over Sad:: • 
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