
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

BEFORE THE

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

Southwest Power Pool, Inc. ) Docket Nos. ER14-2850-000

ER14-2851-000

(Not Consolidated)

NOTICE OF INTERVENTION AND COMMENTS OF

OF THE NORTH DAKOTA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Pursuant to Rules 212 and 214 of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s

(“Commission”) Rules of Practice and Procedure^ and the Commission’s September 11,

2014 Combined Notice of Filings No. 2, the North Dakota Public Service Commission

(“NDPSC”) submits its Notice of Intervention and comments in the above-captioned

proceedings related to the Southwest Power Pool, Inc.’s (“SPP”) September 11, 2014

filings proposing revisions to its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“Tariff”), By-laws,

and Membership Agreement to facilitate the integration of the Western Area Power

Upper Great Plains Region (“WAPA”), Basin Electric Power

Cooperative (“Basin Electric”), and Heartland Consumers Power District (“Heartland”)

into the SPP markets as transmission owners.

Administration

The NDPSC supports the Comments filed by Montana-Dakota Utilities Co.

(Montana-Dakota) and Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) because of the significant

impact the planned integration could have on the utility customers of Montana-Dakota

and Otter Tail located in North Dakota and whose retail rates are under the jurisdiction

of the NDPSC.
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I.

COMMUNICATIONS

All service of pleadings, orders, correspondence, and communications regarding

these proceedings should be made to the following persons, and their names and

addresses placed on the official service list for this docket:

I Ilona Jeffcoat-Sacco

General Counsel

North Dakota Public Service Commission

600 E Blvd Ave, Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480
ijs@nd.gov

DESCRIPTION OF NORTH DAKOTA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

The NDPSC is a three-member body created by the Constitution of the State of

North Dakota and statutorily charged with the duty to regulate electric public utility

services, rates and charges in North Dakota. In addition, the NDPSC has authority for

the siting of generation and transmission resources in North Dakota. The NDPSC is

empowered to participate in federal administrative proceedings affecting utility rates or

services in North Dakota. The NDPSC is a “State Commission” as defined in 18 C.F.R.

§1.101(k).

COMMENTS

The NDPSC supports Montana-Dakota’s proposal that WAPA and Basin’s use of

Montana-Dakota’s transmission system should be appropriately accounted for either

through credits for Network Customer owned transmission facilities pursuant to Section

30.9 of SPP’s Tariff or some similar crediting mechanism. Such credits would offset any

charges imposed on Montana-Dakota for SPP transmission service as well as MISO

charges WAPA and Basin would otherwise incur for use of Montana-Dakota facilities

2



without requiring that such facilities should be treated as SPP transmission facilities

subject to SPP’s operational control.

The NDPSC also supports Otter Tail’s request for clarification that Otter Tail will

not be assessed any charges for load that is served by facilities on the integrated

transmission system between Central Power Electric Cooperative (a member

cooperative of Basin Electric).

IV.

CONCLUSION

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, the NDPSC respectfully requests that

the Commission consider these comments supporting the Comments submitted by

Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. and Otter Tail Power Company.

Respectfully submitted.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

mi
Rairay Christmann
(D4)mmissioner

Brian P. Kalk

Chairman

Julie Fi^orchak
Commissioner

Dated: October 9, 2014
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