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Inspection Report

North Killdeer Loop Phase 134 kV
Basin Electric Power Cooperative

Project Name: North Killdeer Loop Phase 134 kV

PSC Case Number: PU 14-813

Inspector: Jon Knudsen, E3 Environmental, LLC

Date: 4/28/2016

Time: 1300

Weather: Cloudy, saturated

Overview:

Jon Knudsen met with Cris Miller at the Basin Watford City office west of Watford City, ND on

4/28/16 to review PSC provisions, obtain an update on construction status, and ask questions

pertaining to Basin's compliance with PSC provisions (see attached). They were joined by Mike

Pederson from Stantec, which provides onsite environmental services to Basin for the Project.

Mr. Miller provided a detailed update regarding construction schedule and status, and answered

Mr. Knudsen's reporting inquiries. Following the meeting, Mr. Miller led a physical inspection of

several portions of the North Killdeer Loop Transmission line and substations, currently in Phase

I development. Mr. Pederson joined in the inspection. All of the footings were installed along the

cleared ROW, with the towers in various phases of completion. At the time of inspection, the lines

had not been installed and most of the towers had not been erected on the footings; restoration

and reclamation had not yet been initiated. West Inc. and Metcalf Archeology provided pre-

construction surveys for natural resource and cultural resource features, respectively.

Observations / Corrective Actions:

All project activities appeared to be in compliance with applicable permit conditions. Mr.

Knudsen provides the following observations:

All wetlands had been avoided or were appropriated permitted under a Nationwide 12.

ECDs were installed in wetland areas at risk of sedimentation.

Equipment storage was stored appropriately on footprint, away from wetlands.

Overall Project was tidy, but surveillance is recommended to ensure it stays clean

Towers were set within the ROW, ready for installation.

No archeological sites were disturbed

All PSC-regulated pre-construction surveys were conducted

ECDs were installed correctly and were mostly unfilled, despite recent rain events.

ECDs may need to be reset and sediment cleared, if necessary.

Re-seeding per NRCS protocols and oversight should be initiated when possible (with

guidance from NRCS) to avoid soil erosion and runoff.
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Photo 1. Substation on west end of Project, showing muddy conditions and stored equipment.
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Photo 2. Silt fence protecting wetland at substation on west end of Project in need of maintenance.
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Photo 3. Subsoil pile on level surface, protected by waddles.
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Photo 4. Waddle that will need maintenance after prolong rain event.
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Photo 5. General landscape and ROW along Project.

Photo 6. Construction mats for accessing ROW within wetland (under NW 12 Permit).
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