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SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGY

1.1 INTRODUCTION

Basin Electric Power Cooperative (Basin Electric) is a regional wholesale electric
generation and transmission cooperative. On December 31, 2014, Hess filed an
application with the North Dakota Public Service Commission (Commission) requesting
authorization to construct the Lonesome Creek Station Phase III Project (Project), PU-
14-852.

The Project consists ofthe construction, operation and maintenance ofthree additional
45-megawatt (MW) General Electric (GE) LM6000PF natural gas-fired simple-cycle
combustion turbines (SCCTs) each with a nominal generation capacity of45 MWs. These
units will be known as Units 4, 5 8& 6. The units were added to Basin's existing Lonesome
Creek Station where units 1, 2 and 3 were already in operation. The Commission issued
its Findings ofFact, Conclusions of Law and Order (Orders) on April 29, 2015 granting
the Certificate of Corridor Compatibility No. 43.

E3 Environmental, LLC (E3) was contracted (Contract # PU-724-15-EE) by the
Commission to provide inspection services for the Project to document compliance with
the Commission's Orders. E3's contract allowed for three (3) active construction
inspections and one post-construction/restoration inspection and associated inspection
reports. In combination with the final inspection, E3 is to report on the overall status of
compliance with the Commission's Orders. Inspections were completed on September
15, 2015, April 28, 2016, July 16, 2016 and July 12, 2017. This report documents the
findings of the July 12, 2017 inspection as well as documents the Project's overall
compliance with the State's siting laws and the Commission's Orders.

1.2 METHODOLOGY

The purpose of this report is to document the status of compliance with the
Commission's siting laws and rules, commitments made within the siting applications,
project plans as described in the Commission's Orders and any recommendations made
by other agencies. E3's staff reviewed the documents available on the Commission's
website, spoke with Basin Electric personnel and completed a field inspection to assess
the Project's overall compliance.

E3's Environmental Consultant Katie Schmidt met with Basin Electric's representative
Cris Miller on July 12, 2017 to complete the field inspection. The Project was visually
inspected from driving access points. Photographicdocumentation was collected during
the inspection; Appendix A contains inspection photographs.
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